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Superintendent  ol  Public  Instruction. 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
HarrivSburg,  Pa.,  November  15, 1898. 

To  His  Excellency,  Daniel  H.  Hastings,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 
Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  for  the  school  year  ending  June  6,  1898,  being 
the  sixty-fifth  annual  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  Members  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives: 

Gentlemen :  The  statistical  tables  which  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  is  required  by  law  to  prepare  for  the  information  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  and  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth, 
give  totals  which  indicate  healthy  growth  in  our  system  of  common 
schools.  The  growth  in  population  and  consequently  in  the  number 
of  children  to  be  educated,  necessitates  an  annual  increase  in  the 
number  of  teachers  employed  and  in  the  number  of  persons  required 
to  supervise  the  work  of  the  schools.  The  election  of  borough  super- 
intendents as  soon  as  the  population  reaches  5,000,  relieves  the  pres- 
sure of  work  upon  the  county  superintendent  and  enables  that  officer 
to  give  more  time  and  attention  to  the  remaining  schools  under  his 
jurisdiction.  Nevertheless  the  number  of  schools  to  be  visited  and 
the  territory  which  must  be  covered  in  many  counties  compels  the 
superintendent  to  spread  his  energies  over  too  large  an  area  and  pre- 
vents him  from  achieving  the  best  results  of  school  supervision. 

LIBRARIES. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  and  size  of  the 
libraries  established  and  maintained  in  connection  with  the  public 
schools.  The  library  building  and  the  library  facilities  which  the 
school  board  of  Erie  has  provided  for  the  people  of  that  city  are  a 
source  of  local  pride  as  well  as  of  untold  influence  for  good.  In  Read- 
ing a  number  of  public  spirited  citizens  raised  about  |13,000  by  vol- 
untary contributions  for  the  library  of  that  city,  thus  enabling  the 
managers  "to  lift  a  |10,000  mortgage  on  property  worth  at  least 
130,000,  repair  the  building  and  fit  up  in  adequate  fashion  an  elegant 
suite  of  library,  reading  and  lecture  rooms."  Although  the  proposi- 
tion to  give  the  school  board  representation  and  a  majority  vote  in  the 
management  of  the  property  in  consideration  of  an  annual  appropria- 
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tion  of  $4,000,  failed  of  acceptance  by  reason  of  the  adverse  legal 
opinion  of  the  solicitor,  the  collection  of  10,000  volumes  now  open  to 
the  public  will  greatly  benefit  the  teachers  and  the  schools.  Hon.  B.  D. 
Hamlin  gave  to  Smethport  |4,000  for  a  school  library.  One  thousand 
dollars  were  spent  in  the  purchase  of  books  and  the  balance  was  in- 
vested for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  revenue  for  future  additions  to  the 
library.  Comparatively  few  districts  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
recent  library  legislation.  Voluntary  contributions,  however,  an- 
swer the  same  purpose  as  taxes,  and  indicate  a  growing  interest  in 
good  literature  on  the  part  of  the  patrons  and  friends  of  the  public 
schools.  The  reports  of  the  superintendents  abound  in  facts  that 
show  how  bountifully  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  to  create  a  love  of 
good  books  are  bearing  fruit.  A  youth  who  has  acquired  the  power 
to  read  will  find  something  to  read,  and  it  is  wise  economy  to  give 
him  access  to  the  best  literature  and  to  teach  him  how  to  enjoy  and 
appreciate  the  best  thoughts  of  the  best  men  of  every  age  and  race. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  public  has  grown  familiar  with  gifts  and  bequests  to  colleges 
and  other  institutions  of  higher  learning.  Few  have  thought  of  the 
good  accomplished  by  donations  to  the  public  schools.  Generosity  in 
this  direction  deserves  special  mention. 

About  a  year  ago  Mr.  P.  H.  Glatfelter,  of  Spring  Grove,  York  county, 
proposed  to  the  citizens  that  they  raise  |5,000  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  school  building,  promising  that  he  would  add  .$20,000  more.  The 
offer  was  accepted  and  the  town  now  has  a  fine  six-room  building. 

Magnificent  high  school  buildings  were  erected  in  York,  Johnstown, 
Huntingdon,  Mahanoy  City.  Steps  have  been  taken  for  the  erection 
of  new  high  schools  in  Bradford,  Chester,  Corry,  Oil  City.  New 
school  buildings  have  been  erected  in  every  growing  city  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  seating,  heating  and  ventilation  of  these  buildings 
is  worthy  of  commendation,  the  lighting  is  not  in  all  cases  equally 
satisfactory.  The  architect  needs  the  advice  of  the  oculist;  the  school 
board  should  see  to  it  that  the  counsels  of  the  latter  are  heeded  and 
not  ignored  by  the  former. 

ADDITIONAL  SIGNS  OF  PROGRESS. 

Could  those  who  founded  the  school  system,  return  to  visit  the 
schools  of  to-day,  they  would  see  many  things  that  would  fill  them 
with  surprise  and  delight.  It  would  fill  them  with  glad  surprise  to 
find  music,  drawing,  cooking,  sewing  and  work  in  wood  and  metal 
taught  at  public  expense.  It  would  cause  them  to  marvel  if  in  the 
kindergartens  maintained  by  taxation  they  saw  play  utilized  for  the 
normal  development  of  the  child.     It  would  fill  them  with  wonder  anrl 
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delij^lit  to  behold  the  operation  of  school  savings  banks  by  which 
pupils  are  taught  habits  of  economy;  to  witness  the  organization  of 
Leagues  of  Good  Citizenship,  whose  members  try  to  refrain  from 
throwing  paper,  bits  of  fruit  and  refuse  into  the  streets,  from  injury 
to  public  property  and  from  the  violation  of  the  ordinances  of  munici- 
pal government.  They  would  commend  mothers'  meetings,  arbor 
day  exercises  and  commencements  in  high  schools.  They  would  man- 
ifest great  surprise  on  learning  that  in  spite  of  the  liberality  of  the 
State  in  the  cause  of  elementary  and  higher  education  no  appropria- 
tions have  been  made  to  foster  township  high  schools,  for  it  was  the 
cherished  belief  of  Dr.  Burrows  that  high  schools  within  six  miles 
of  one  another  would  spring  into  existence  all  over  the  State.  They 
would  agree  with  the  advanced  educators  of  our  day  that  at  this  time 
no  more  beneficent  and  productive  investment  of  public  funds  could 
be  made  than  an  appropriation  to  give  all  the  pupils  in  rural  districts 
school  facilities  equal  to  those  offered  in  cities  or  in  Commonwealths 
with  more  advanced  ideas  on  secondary  education. 

The  most  important  change  resulted  from  the  enactment  of  a  law 
providing  a  new  method  for  the  distribution  of  the  annual  school 
appix)priation. 

THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  NEW  LAW  FOR  THE  DISTRIBUTION 
OF  THE  STATE  APPROPRIATION. 

A  table  has  been  prepared  to  show  the  effect  of  the  act  of  July  15, 
1897,  upon  the  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation.  In  most  in- 
stances the  increase  in  the  amount  received  occurred  in  districts  in 
which  the  average  per  school  (not  school  house)  was  and  still  is  lower 
than  in  the  districts  which  suffered  a  decrease.  Moreover  the  av- 
erage cost  per  pupil  is  still  larger  than  in  the  districts  which  hereto- 
fore profited  so  largely  from  the  State's  bounty. 

It  is  impossible  to  tell  the  effect  upon  the  length  of  the  term  and 
the  salaries  paid  to  teachers.  Full  returns  w'ill  be  found  in  the  re- 
ports to  be  made  a  year  hence.  Encouraging  reports  have  already 
reached  the  department  from  many  of  the  more  sparsely  settled  sec- 
tions of  the  State.  The  northern  tier  of  counties  has  been  greatly 
helped.  The  same  is  true  of  the  more  mountainous  counties  along 
Mason  and  Dixon's  line.  Help  was  greatly  needed  in  some  of  the 
districts.  With  the  maximum  tax  rate  allow^ed  by  the  law  the  schools 
in  some  districts  could  not  be  kept  open  during  six  months.  In  others 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers  were  altogether  inadequate.  For  in- 
stance, one  superintendent  found  that  there  were  teachers  in  his 
county  teaching  for  four  dollars  less  per  year  than  it  cost  the  county 
on  an  average  to  keep  one  pauper.  He  does  not  claim  that  the  county 
spends  too  much  on  its  paupers,  but  he  makes  some  pertinent  re- 
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marks  which  deserve  the  attentiou  of  every  legislator,  director  and 
citizen.     He  says: 

"It  does  not  take  much  preparation  to  be  a  pauper  and  it  does  take  some  work 
to  become  even  a  poor  teacher.     *    *    * 

"To  employ  cheap  labor  is  not  always  a  sign  of  wisdom.  It  may  be  and  often  is 
the  opposite  of  economy.  True  economy  consists  in  paying  fair  prices  for  goods 
purchased  or  for  service  rendered.  A  teacher  willing  to  teach  for  a  series  of 
years  at  twenty  dollars  a  month  is  costly  at  that  price.  An  individual  worth 
one  hundred  dollars  a  month  will  not  long  be  permitted  to  remain  in  a  twenty 
dollar  position.  By  paying  poor  wages  we  drive  out  of  the  profession  the  skilled 
teacher  or  else  he  goes  where  good  work  is  appreciated  and  compensated.  An 
individual  may  love  the  work,  but  he  owes  a  duty  to  his  family  that  can  be  met 
only  by  securing  for  them  the  necessaries  of  life.  These  are  not  bought  but  with 
cold  cash." 

The  county  here  referred  to  is  not  a  solitary  instance.  Taking  for 
comparison  the  figures  furnished  by  Cadwalader  Biddle,  Secretary  of 
the  State  Board  of  Charities,  showing  the  average  cost  of  keeping  a 
pauper  at  the  different  county  homes  in  the  State  and  comparing 
these  figures  with  the  salaries  paid  to  teachers  in  the  school  year 
1896-1897,  it  is  found  that  in  more  than  a  dozen  counties  there  were 
teachers  w'ho  received  less  per  year  than  the  average  cost  of  main- 
taining a  pauper.  In  a  surprisingly  large  number  of  counties  there 
are  teachers  who  get  only  a  small  sum  in  excess  of  what  it  would  have 
cost  the  county  oflBcials  to  keep  the  same  teachers  in  their  alms- 
houses. The  average  cost  per  inmate  throughout  the  State  is  $2.66 
per  week,  or  |138.32  per  annum.  No  one  will  claim  that  the  indigent 
and  the  unfortunate  are  too  well  cared  for.  It  is  self-evident  that 
teachers  who  receive  for  the  annual  term  a  sum  below^  or  even  slightly 
in  excess  of  this  amount  can  make  very  little  preparation  for  their 
work.  To  expect  first  class  work  of  them  is  to  expect  impossibilities. 
The  struggle  for  bread  exhausts  their  energies;  they  can  not  buy 
books  on  teaching  or  other  professional  literature.  To  talk  to  them  of 
attending  a  normal  school  is  mockery.  To  them  may  be  applied  Rob- 
inson Crusoe's  description  of  the  laboring  classes  in  the  last  century. 
"The  men  of  labor  spent  their  strength  in  daily  struggling  for  bread 
to  maintain  the  vital  strength  they  labored  with,  so  living  in  a  daily 
circulation  of  sorrow,  living  but  to  work  (teach),  working  (teaching) 
but  to  live,  as  if  daily  bread  were  the  only  end  of  wearisome  life,  and 
a  wearisome  life  the  only  occasion  of  daily  bread." 

What  is  to  be  said  of  the  children  who  grow  up  under  such  circum- 
stances? It  is  by  the  merest  accident  that  they  get  good  instruction. 
Taught  by  those  who  get  inadequate  support  from  their  work,  at 
school  not  more  than  half  the  year,  they  must  enter  life  handicapped 
in  competition  with  those  who  enjoyed  the  educational  facilities  of 
more  favored  localities.  If  times  are  hard  now  for  the  parents  how 
much  harder  will  the  lot  of  their  children  be  when  facing  the  sharper 
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comiH'tidon  and  the  fiercer  stniggles  of  the  next  century?  A  length- 
ening of  the  seJiool  term  at  present  wages  will  improve  the  teacher's 
lot,  the  pupil's  chances  of  success,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the 
future  inhabitants  of  the  rural  districts. 

Upwards  of  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  State  revenues  are  appropriated 
for  the  support  of  the  schools.  These  revenues  are  not  derived 
from  taxing  farms  and  real  estate.  It  is  the  contribution  which  rail- 
roads, corporations  and  those  who  have  money  on  interest  are  making 
towards  popular  education.  The  common  school  system  was  founded 
upon  the  theory  that  the  State  owes  every  one  of  its  children  an  edu- 
cation more  or  less  complete,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to 
contribute  by  taxation  a  just  share  of  his  means  towards  the  support 
of  the  common  schools.  Since  it  pays  every  government  to  banish 
illiteracy  from  the  realm,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  those  in  power  to 
make  good  schools  possible  in  the  remotest  and  most  sparsely  settled 
districts.  From  this  point  of  view  the  new  law  for  the  distribution 
of  the  school  appropriation  is  a  righteous  measure.  It  still  gives 
the  cities  more  per  teacher  than  the  rural  districts  receive  and  thus 
continues  to  favor  the  communities  whose  increase  in  population  re- 
quires an  annual  increase  in  the  number  of  teachers  and  the  erection 
of  additional  edifices  for  school  purposes. 

DURATION  OF  ATTENDANCE. 

The  length  of  time  during  which  pupils  attend  the  public  schools, 
is  a  question  in  regard  to  which  very  misleading  statements  appear 
in  the  newspapers.  Usually  there  are  no  statistics  at  hand  by  which 
the  accuracy  of  these  statements  can  be  tested.  The  records  kept 
in  successive  grades  are  seldom  tabulated  so  as  to  show  the  school 
career  of  individual  pupils.  The  principal  of  the  Mt.  Washington 
schools  in  Pittsburgh,  R,  H.  Cargo,  has  for  years  taken  great  pains 
to  trace  his  pupils  from  grade  to  grade,  and  for  the  information  of  the 
school  department  he  kindly  prepared  the  figures  in  the  following 
letter,  showing  the  percentage  of  those  entering  the  primary  school 
and  remaining  during  successive  years  up  to  the  seventh  grade: 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  16,  1898. 
Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  examined  our  records  for  the  information  you 
asked  for  and  have  tabulated  the  results.  The  pupils  counted  are 
first  year  pupils — average  age  about  six  years.  I  have  arranged  them 
in  years  from  1890  to  1897  inclusive — giving  the  number  admitted 
yearly  and  the  number  reporting  each  succeeding  year  and  per  cent. 
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•  Enrolled  this  session. 

Yours  respectfully, 


R.  M.  CARGO. 


These  figures  show  that  in  the  schools  of  Mt.  Washington  a  much 
larger  percentage  of  children  remain  at  school  during  successive 
years  than  is  generally  supposed.  Undoubtedly  the  figures  would 
vary  for  different  sections  of  the  same  city  or  of  the  same  county,  but 
the  results  would  have  been  still  more  creditable  to  our  school  system 
if  the  pupils  whose  parents  removed  from  the  district  had  been  traced 
through  the  schools  to  which  they  were  thereby  transferred.  On  the 
other  hand  it  may  be  inferred  from  the  figures  how  many  children 
complete  in  the  lower  grades  all  the  schooling  they  ever  get  and  how 
im|)ortant  it  is  to  enable  them  to  acquire  the  rudiments  of  an  English 
education  with  the  greatest  economy  of  time  and  effort. 

Superintendent  James  M.  Coughlin  gives  in  his  annual  report  (see 
page  263),  some  interesting  figures  based  upon  the  attendance  of 
pupils  in  the  city  of  Wilkes-Barre.  He  finds  that  67  per  cent,  of  the 
first  class  promoted  from  the  lowest  primary  grade  have  continued 
through  the  entire  elementary  course  up  to  the  highest  grade  in  the 
grammar  department.  His  records  show  that  50  per  cent,  of  the 
pupils  entering  the  lowest  grade  have  finally  been  promoted  to  the 
high  school.  Other  cities  will  doubtless  show  similar  results.  The 
assertion  so  confidently  made  that  50  per  cent,  of  those  who  enter  the 
primary  grades  of  the  public  schools  remain  less  than  two  jears,  is 
not  in  accord  with  the  facts.  The  losses  on  the  records  of  attendance 
out  of  which  capital  has  been  made  against  the  public  schools,  are 
partly  explained  by  the  removal  of  the  parents  to  other  school  dis- 
tricts and  partly  by  the  number  of  children  who  die  in  early  life.  But 
we  may  confidently  look  forward  to  an  improvement  in  the  attendance 
as  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  laws  making  attendance  compulsory 
up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  in  the  case  of  the  unemployed  and  in  the  case 
of  the  others  up  to  the  age  of  thirteen.  Modern  laws  are  securing 
to  the  child  the  right  to  know  as  well  as  the  right  to  grow. 
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TEACHERS  SHOULD  KNOW  MORE  THAN  THEY  TEACH. 

The  act  of  June  28,  1895,  coDtemplates  the  employment  in  every 
high  school  of  at  least  one  teacher  legally  certified  to  teach  book-keep- 
ing, civics,  general  history,  algebra,  geometry,  trigonometry,  includ- 
ing plane  surveying,  rhetoric,  English  literature,  Latin,  including 
Caesar,  A'irgil  and  Cicero,  and  the  elements  of  the  following  branches: 
Physics,  chemistry,  botany,  geology  and  zoology,  including  entomol- 
ogy. Since  it  has  long  been  an  established  principle  of  law  that  no 
one  shall  be  employed  to  teach  any  branch  or  branches  of  learning 
not  enumerated  in  his  or  her  certificate,  many  persons  drew  the  incor- 
rect and  unwarranted  conclusion  that  all  the  branches  above  specified 
were  to  be  taught  in  the  average  township  high  school. 

Teachers  should  know  more  than  they  are  required  to  teach.  Other 
things  being  equal,  the  teacher  who  has  mastered  calculus  and  the 
higher  mathematics,  will  teach  algebra  and  geometry  better  than  the 
teacher  who  has  simply  gone  over  the  ground  covered  by  a  high  school 
course.  The  elements  of  Latin  and  Greek  are  seldom  well  taught  by 
those  who  have  spent  only  a  year  or  two  in  the  study  of  the  ancient 
languages.  Nature  study  as  conducted  in  the  lower  schools  is  often 
a  failure,  because  the  teachers  and  their  supervisors  know  very  little 
of  the  natural  sciences.  The  superficial  work  for  which  many  pupils 
are  blamed  is  due  not  so  much  to  the  overcrowding  of  the  courses  of 
study  as  to  the  lack  of  scholarship  on  the  part  of  those  who  teach. 
The  curriculum  is  not  too  full,  but  teachers  are  too  empty. 

From  the  organization  of  the  school  system  the  primary  teachers 
have  been  expected  to  know  more  than  they  teach.  The  public  is 
beginning  to  make  the  same  demand  of  those  who  teach  in  the  high 
school.  The  records  of  the  applications  for  teachers  kept  by  the 
bureaus  show  that  this  demand  is  growing,  and  that  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  teachers  will  no  longer  announce  their  unfitness  for 
the  most  lucrative  positions  by  attaching  to  their  names  the  initials 
")f  a  degree  showing  that  they  have  only  graduated  in  an  elementary 
course. 

SCIENTIFIC  TEMPERANCE  INSTRUCTION. 

The  philosopher  Kant  used  to  say  that  out  of  wood  so  crooked  as 
that  of  which  man  is  made,  nothing  absolutely  straight  can  ever  be 
formed.  Those  who  do  not  accept  this  dictum  of  the  philosopher  will 
surely  admit  that  it  is  far  easier  to  make  wood  grow  straight  by 
training  the  sapling  than  to  straighten  it  after  the  sapling  has  de- 
veloped into  a  tree.  Every  movement  for  reform  if  it  has  been  thor- 
oughly successful,  has  ultimately  sought  to  lay  hold  of  the  child. 
Whether  the  movement  be  one  for  reform  or  for  gain  or  for  the  erec- 
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tion  of  a  mouument,  the  child  is  always  thought  of  as  means  to  an  end. 
The  movements  to  beautify  Mt.  Vernon,  to  erect  monuments  in  honor 
of  Lafayette  and  of  the  survivors  of  the  Maine  and  to  gather  funds 
for  the  Bed  Cross  Society,  are  well  known  examples.  But  it  is  not 
so  generally  known  that  in  England  during  the  first  half  of  this  cen- 
tury huge  profits  were  extracted  from  the  labor  of  little  children,  and 
the  race  was  stunted  and  starved  while  mill  owners,  land  owners 
and  stock  jobbers  collected  their  millions  from  the  toil  of  those  whose 
wages  they  regulated  and  whose  strength  they  exhausted.  Little 
folks  were  forced  to  carry  heavy  baskets  of  coal  up  high  ladders  and 
dragged  the  coal  bunkers  where  horses  and  mules  could  not  get  along 
on  account  of  the  narrow  openings;  and  "if  they  faltered  during  theic 
labor,  they  were  mercilessly  flogged  with  leathern  straps  by  the  over- 
seer." The  tales  of  horror  told  in  the  English  government  reports 
led  to  the  enactment  of  laws  regulating  the  hours  and  limiting  the 
age  at  which  children  can  be  put  to  work  in  the  mine  and  the  factory. 
At  least  the  right  of  the  child  to  grow  was  thereby  secured.  The 
laws  making  attendance  at  school  compulsory  aim  to  secure  to  the 
child  the  right  to  know.  The  law  requiring  physiology  and  hygiene 
to  be  taught  with  special  reference  to  the  influence  of  stimulants  and 
narcotics,  aims  to  secure  to  the  child  the  right  both  to  know  and  to 
grow.  The  greatest  enemy  of  boyhood  is  the  cigarette.  To  fight  this 
enemy  anti-tobacco  leagues  have  been  formed  for  the  sake  of  making 
effective  the  instruction  of  the  teacher.  The  forms  of  intemperance 
which  hurt  childhood  most,  are  intemperance  in  eating,  in  playing, 
in  working,  occasionally  in  resting.  Hence  while  instruction  is  given 
upon  the  efl'ects  of  strong  drink,  temperance  in  all  things  should  be 
taught  as  a  fundamental  law  of  hygiene.  Unnecessary  friction  has 
been  caused  by  persons  zealous  in  the  cause  of  temperance  who  as- 
sume that  the  world  is  against  them  on  the  question  of  scientific  tem- 
perance instruction.  A  more  serious  mistake  could  not  be  made. 
The  public  mind  of  to-day  is  in  favor  of  scientific  instruction  on  all 
questions.  Science  is  the  knowledge  of  things  in  their  causes  and 
relations.  Regarding  intemperance  as  a  cause,  its  evil  effects  can  be 
taught  with  universal  approval.  Regarding  intemperance  as  an  ef- 
fect, who  would  dare  to  oppose  instruction  upon  the  various  causes 
which  beget  this  vice,  bad  cooking  not  excepted.  Equally  well 
agreed  are  all  men  that  the  causes  as  well  as  the  eifects  of  the  virtue 
called  temperance  as  well  as  other  virtues,  should  be  taught.  Only 
we  should  beware  of  committing  the  mistake  of  the  Greeks  over  again. 
Socrates  taught  that  the  reason  why  men  failed  to  do  right  is  found 
in  the  fact  that  they  do  not  know  the  right,  that  the  way  to  reform 
men  is  to  inform  them.  Parents  and  teachers  sooner  or  later  dis- 
cover the  difference  between  knowledge  and  virtue.  Knowledge  is 
a  matter  of  the  intellect;  and  it  may  utterly  fail  to  touch  the  heart 
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out  of  vvliieh  are  the  issues  of  life.  Virtue,  on  the  other  hand  is  a 
matter  of  the  will  and  has  to  do  with  conduct.  To  teach  virtue  the 
instruction  must  reach  deeper  than  the  intellect;  it  must  touch  the 
heart,  enlist  the  will  and  cause  the  individual  to  array  himself  heart 
and  soul,  in  sentiment  and  will,  through  motive  and  aim,  on  the  side 
of  right  and  of  the  good.  Mere  knowledge  of  the  effect  of  stimulants 
and  narcotics  will  not  cure  the  cigarette  habit  or  save  a  growing 
youth  from  the  evils  of  strong  drink.  Hence  the  teacher  needs  not 
merely  scientific  information,  but  also  tact  and  judgment  so  as  not 
to  arouse  prejudices  which  block  entrance  to  the  heart  and  prevent 
the  operation  of  influences  that  quicken  the  soul,  guide  the  will, 
mould  the  life  and  stamp  their  impress  upon  character.  The  child 
of  the  brewer,  of  the  distiller  and  of  the  tobacco  grower  should  be 
taught  so  skilfully  as  not  to  destroy  the  reverence  and  honor  every 
child  owes  its  parents  in  spite  of  their  shortcomings  and  imperfec- 
tions. If  parents  and  teachers  were  to  have  only  the  measure  of  re- 
spect and  obedience  which  they  earn  by  faultless  life  and  conduct, 
there  would  be  far  less  filial  piety  and  far  less  reverence  for  the 
teacher. 

GOOD  TEACHERS. 

The  efficiency  of  a  school  system  ultimately  resolves  itself  into  the 
problem  of  the  best  method  of  securing  good  teachers.  Considera- 
tions of  sex,  race,  locality,  nationality,  political  and  ecclesiastical 
affiliations  are  of  secondary  importance  as  compared  with  the  selec- 
tion of  teachers  who  will  best  fit  the  pupils  for  good  citizenship  and 
for  the  other  functions  of  complete  living. 

If  the  establishment  of  chairs  of  pedagogy  in  our  colleges  and  uni- 
versities will  increase  the  supply  of  good  teachers,  let  such  chairs 
be  endowed  at  public  expense  or  by  private  benefaction.  If  a  city 
can  most  easily  get  a  supply  of  good  teachers  by  maintaining  teach- 
er's courses  in  connection  with  the  high  school  or  by  the  organization 
of  a  city  normal  school,  let  that  step  be  taken,  though  it  militate 
against  the  growth  of  the  normal  schools  established  by  the  State. 
Even  the  gathering  of  the  teachers  for  a  drill  of  five  or  six  weeks  at 
some  prominent  place  in  the  county,  may  sometimes  be  justifiable, 
although  the  experienced  teachers  seldom  attend  after  the  second 
year  and  the  policy  if  long  pursued  tends  to  flood  the  rural  schools 
with  youthful  applicants  who  have  made  special  preparation  for  an 
examination  but  lack  the  discipline  and  culture  resulting  from  regular 
courses  of  study.  In  such  cases  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  superin- 
tendent to  maintain  a  rigid  standard  and  to  certificate  only  those 
Avhose  scholarship  and  experience  give  promise  of  success  in  the 
school  room. 

It  is  frequently  asserted  that  the  State  normal  school  has  crushed 
out  of  existence  the  old  academv.     Pennsvlvania  has  more  academies 
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and  private  schools  now  than  before  the  normal  schools  were  estab- 
lished. The  normal  school  by  reason  of  the  superior  work  of  its  care- 
fully trained  teachers  may  have  made  it  impossible  for  an  inferior 
academy  of  the  old  type  to  exist.  In  education,  as  in  other  realms, 
the  law  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest  holds.  On  the  other  hand  the 
long  list  of  collegiate,  scientific  and  secondary  schools  (intermediate 
between  grammar  grades  and  university  work)  which  now  flourish 
not  as  training  schools  for  teachers,  but  as  schools  supplying  other 
needs  of  the  community,  shows  that  such  schools  can  flourish  along- 
side of  the  public  schools.  It  may  be  confidently  asserted  that  private 
schools,  church  schools  and  academies  with  a  specific  aim  like  the 
preparation  of  students  for  college,  will  flourish  whenever  they  give 
an  education  free  from  the  drawbacks  and  obstacles  against  which 
the  public  schools  in  many  places  are  forced  to  contend.  In  the  selec- 
tion of  teachers,  in  the  shaping  of  the  courses  of  study  for  specific 
ends,  in  economy  of  time  and  effort,  in  the  personal  care  which  can 
be  bestowed  upon  the  individual,  the  private  school  can  offer  ad- 
vantages which  will  be  sought  after  by  parents  with  ample  means 
and  a  sincere  desire  to  give  their  children  the  best  educational  facil- 
ities. The  list  of  such  schools  in  this  year's  report  is  very  large;  but 
it  may  not  be  complete,  because  many  of  these  schools  do  not  feel  it 
their  duty  to  report  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

If  these  private  schools  should  undertake  the  professional  training 
of  teachers  and  if  the  school  department  should  make  the  same  de- 
mands of  them  as  it  now  makes  upon  the  State  normal  schools,  large 
endowments  would  be  needed  for  their  support.  The  State  normal 
schools  maintain  at  considerable  expense  a  corps  of  experts  to  super- 
vise the  work  of  the  pupil-teachers,  and  the  authorities  recognize  the 
imperative  need  of  more  extensive  buildings  and  equipment  for  the 
schools  of  observation  and  practice.  A  normal  school  with  500  stu- 
dents preparing  to  teach,  needs  a  model  school  with  accommodations 
for  an  equal  number  of  pupils. 

"Public  education,"  says  Spalding,  "is  a  people's  deliberate  effort  to 
form  a  nobler  race  of  men.  It  is  of  paramount  importance,  because 
other  things  which  the  national  life  fosters,  as  growth  of  population, 
increase  of  wealth,  abundance  of  food,  comfort,  facility  of  travel  and 
transportation,  political,  social  and  religious  freedom,  are  but  means 
to  the  one  end  of  human  effort,  which  is  to  make  man  himself 
wise,  strong,  loving,  reverent,  pure  and  fair." 

With  this  end  in  view  we  levy  taxes,  erect  buildings,  devise  school 
systems,  prescribe  courses  of  study,  purchase  books  and  apparatus, 
maintain  libraries  and  laboratories;  but  of  all  these  means  and  agen- 
cies not  one  is  so  potent  as  the  living  teacher.  In  school  legislation 
and  administration  everything  should  be  avoided  that  will  tend  to 
diminish  the  scholarship,  lessen  the  skill  or  lower  the  charader  of 
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those  who  teach;  nothing  should  be  left  undone  that  will  enhance  the 
etficiency  of  the  teachers.  The  ennobling  of  the  race  depends  upon 
the  upbuilding  and  improvement  of  the  profession  of  teaching. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  0.  SCHAEFFEK, 
Supt.  of  Public  Instruction. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT 

Relating  to  the  Public  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  School  Year 
ending  June  6,  1898 — Including  Philadelphia. 


Number  of  school  districJ^s  in  the  State, 2,490 

Number  of  schools, 27,347 

Number  of  graded  schools, 16,842 

Number  of  superintendents, 140 

Number  of  male  teachers, 9,348 

Number  of  female  teachers, 18,732 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 28,080 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month, |42  69 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month, 38  45 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months, 7.97 

Whole  number  of  pupils 1,143,100 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance, 864,626 

Cost  of  school  houses — purchasing,  building,  renting, 

etc., 13,484,028  61 

Teachers'  wages, 10,332,759  97 

Cost  of  school  text-books,  699,246  18 

*Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text-books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc., 433,106  68 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  other  ex- 
penses,    4,695,259  87 

Total  expenditures, 19,644,401  31 

State  appropriation  for  the  school  year  ending  June 

7,  1897, 5,500,000  00 

f  Estimated  value  of  school  property, 48,917,002  59 


Items  Compared  with  those  of  the  Preceding  Year,  ending  June  7. 
1897  (Including  Philadelphia). 


Net  increase  in  number  of  districts, 9 

Increase  in  number  of  schools, 641 

Increase  in  number  of  graded  schools, 1,144 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers, 447 


♦Philadelphia  not  Included  in  this  Item  relating  to  school  supplies. 
tFrom  last  year's  report. 
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Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers, 20-1 

Decrease  in  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $1  OU 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, 34 

Increase  in  length  of  scliool  term,  in  months, .05 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils, 33,22.-: 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages, |282,847  52 

Decrease  in  cost  of  buildings,  purchasing  and  renting,  204,575  75 
Decrease  in  cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  debts  and  in- 
terest paid,  71,031  39 


Condition  of  System,  not  Including  Philadelphia,  with  Comparisons. 


Number  of  districts,   2,480  Increase,  8 

Number  of  schools, 23,983  Increase,  532 

Number  of  pupils, 999,719  Increase,  28,382 

Average  daily  attendance,  .  . .  736,334  Increase,  22,223 

Per  cent,  of  attendance, 89  Increase,  3 

Average  length  of  school  term 

in  months, 7.69  Increase,  .03 

Number  of  male  teachers,  . . .  9,158  Increase,  441 
Number  of  female  teachers,  . .  15,558  Increase,  101 
Whole  number  of  teachers,  . .  24,710  Increase,  542 
Average  salary  of  male  teach- 
ers per  month, |41  06  Decrease,  .26 

Average  salary  of  female  teach- 
ers per  month, 32  50  Decrease,  .35 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other 

than  text-books,   433,106  68  Increase,  |20,771  05 

Teachers'  wages, 8,020,396  84  Increase,  181,180  39 

Fuel  and  contingencies, 4,095,817  03  Decrease,  8,798  49 

Cost  of  text-books, 546,506  13  Increase,  2,962  41 

Purchasing,   building   and   re- 
pairing houses,  2,933,843  23  Decrease,  362,450  91 

Total  expenditures,   16,029,669  91  Decrease,  56,335  55 

Average   number   of  mills   on 

dollar  for  school  purposes.. .  3.11  Decrease.  .69 
Average   number   of   mills   on 

dollar  for  building  purposes,  1.64  Decrease,  1.24 

Amount  of  tax  levied, |9,725,229  60  Increase,  |!374,218  29 
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Philadelphia. 


Number  of  schools, 3,36i 

Number  of  male  teachers, 199 

Number  of  female  teachers, 3,17i 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  mouth, $121  93 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,  G7  61 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 143,381 

Average  attendance,   128,292 

Teachers'  wages, |2,312,363  13 

Cost  of  school  houses  and  repairs, 550,185  38 

Cost  of  books,  fuel,  stationery  and  contingencies,  .  .  752,182  89 


Estimated  Value  of  School  Property  in  Counties,  Including  Cities 
and  Boroughs  Having  Superintendents. 


L  Adams   county,    $164,800  00 

2.  Allegheny  county, 7,611,853  14 

3.  Armstrong  county,   301,250  OJ 

4.  Beaver  county, 491,142  00 

5.  Bedford  county, 287,480  24 

6.  Berks  county,  1,314,856  22 

7.  Blair  county, 785,819  00 

8.  Bradford  county, 493,500  00 

9.  Bucks  county, 472,700  00 

10.  Butler  county,   308,300  00 

11.  Cambria  county,   665,975  00 

12.  Cameron  county,   54,500  00 

13.  Carbon  county, 302,500  00 

14.  Centre  county,   285,020  90 

15.  Chester  county,   551,204  57 

16.  Clarion  county, 172,825  00 

17.  Clearfield  county,    458,561  DC 

18.  Clinton  county, 119,257  50 

19.  Columbia  county,   275,739  00 

20.  Crawford  county,    471,425  00 

21.  Cumberland  county, 314,950  00 

22.  Dauphin  county, 1,112,550  00 

23.  Delaware  county, 967,065  94 

24.  Elk  county,  142,500  00 

25.  Erie  county 988,800  00 


4»i 
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2(J.  Fayette  county,  461,900  00 

27.  Forest  county,   63,300  00 

28.  Franklin  county,  313,325  00 

29.  Fulton  county, 27,250  00 

30.  Greene  county, 180,407  32 

31.  Huntingdon  county,   209,525  00 

32.  Indiana  county,  216,300  00 

33.  Jefferson  county,  217,325  00 

34.  Juniata  county,   86,820  00 

35.  Lackawanna  county, 1,567,550  00 

3G.  Lancaster  county,  1,063,500  00 

37.  Lawrence  county, 325,700  00 

38.  Lebanon  county,   497,000  00 

39.  Lehigh   county,    1,073,272  73 

40.  Luzerne  county, 1,731,110  00 

41.  Lycoming  county,   611,600  00 

42.  McKean  county, 207,095  03 

43.  Mercer  county, 385,050  00 

44.  Mifflin  county, 108,200  00 

45.  Monroe  county,   136,400  00 

46.  Montgomery  county, 1,196,174  00 

47.  Montour  county,   147,260  GO 

48.  Northampton  county,  1,006,165  00 

49.  Northumberland  county,  861,675  00 

50.  Perry  county,  156,650  00 

51.  Pike  county,  41,600  00 

52.  Potter  county,   168,576  23 

53.  Schuylkill  county, 1,513,075  00 

54.  Snyder   county,    132,000  00 

55.  Somerset  county, 199,450  00 

56.  Sullivan  county,    56,600  00 

57.  Susquehanna  county,  253,000  GO 

58.  Tioga  county,  229,100  00 

59.  Union  county,    98,700  00 

60.  Venango  county,  410,200  00 

61.  Warren  county,  317,390  00 

62.  Washington  county,  662,100  00 

63.  Wayne  county,    164,200  00 

64.  Westmoreland  county, 1,020,922  00 

65.  Wyoming  county, 115,725  00 

66.  York  county,   714.7.52  00 

67.  Philadelphia  county, 11,512,933  00 

Total,  $48,917,002  59 
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Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the 
School  Year  Ending  June  6,  1898. 


1.  Delaware,    |45  58 

2.  Allegheny,  45  42 

3.  Lancaster 42  95 

4.  Montgomery, 40  48 

5.  Westmoreland,  40  00 

6.  Bucks, 39  62 

7.  Chester,    38-89 

8.  Luzerne,  37  80 

■  9.  Lebanon,    37  30 

10.  Schuylkill,  37  00 

12.  Washington,   36  30 

13.  Blair, 36  21 

14.  Elk,  36  15 

15.  Northampton,  36  15 

16.  Butler,    36  09 

17.  Lehigh, 35  92 

18.  Carbon, 35  33 

19.  Fayette,   35  29 

20.  Beaver, 35  20 

21.  Cambria,    34  91 

22.  Dauphin,    34  54 

23.  Northumberland,   34  27 

24.  Cumberland,   34  24 

25.  Lawrence,    33  99 

26.  Armstrong,   33  82 

27.  Clearfield,    33  70 

28.  Lackawanna, 33  33 

29.  York, 32  75 

30.  Lycoming, 32  70 

31.  Forest.    32  48 

32.  Mifflin 32  48 

33.  Cameron, .  32  41 

34.  Jefferson 32  16 

35.  Berks,  31  84 

36.  Franklin,   31  26 

37.  Venango, 31  26 

38.  Union, 31  25 

39.  Centre,   31  24 

40.  Clarion, 31  10 
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41.  Warren,   30  57. 

42.  Clinton,    30  27 

43.  Columbia, 30  14 

44.  Greene, 30  06 

45.  Mercer,  30  02 

46.  Indiana,   29  89 

47.  Potter,    29  71 

48.  Sullivan,    29  68 

49.  Adams, 29  23 

50.  Erie,    29  13 

51.  Somerset,  28  61 

52.  Huntingdon,    28  05 

53.  Montour, 27  87 

54.  Perry,   27  45 

55.  Juniata,   27  34 

56.  Monroe,    27  25 

57.  Bedford,  26  98 

58.  Crawford, 26  06 

59.  Wayne, 26  84 

60.  Tioga,   26  80 

61.  Wyoming,    26  74 

62.  Pike, 25   '9 

63.  Fulton,   25  19 

64.  Bradford,  24  98 

65.  Snyder, 24  76 

66.  Susquehanna,    24  30 


Average   Monthly   Wages   of   Male  Teachers  by   Counties  for    the 
School  Year  Ending  June  6, 1898. 


1.  Delaware,    |77  4n 

2.  Allegheny,  66  C3 

3.  Elk,  58  40 

4.  Lackawanna,    54  71 

5.  McKean, 54  17 

6.  Luzerne,  53  7() 

7.  Carbon, 52  C  2 

8.  Chester,    52  44 

9.  Schuvlkill,  51  "16 
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10.  Montgomery, 50  '^7 

11.  Westmoreland,  49  2C 

12.  Bucks, 47  88 

13.  Cameron,   47  ':} 

14.  Lehigh, 46  65 

15.  Lancaster, 46  40 

16.  Northampton,   46  21 

17.  Warren,   0  11 

18.  Venango,   46  02 

19.  Fayette, 45  97 

20.  Erie,    45  60 

21.  Washington,   44  66 

22.  Beaver, 43  49 

23.  Blair, 42  60 

24.  Northumberland,   41  91 

25.  Butler,    41  53 

26.  Lebanon,    41  52 

27.  Potter,    40  80 

28.  Clearfield,    40  60 

29.  Tioga,   40  60 

30.  Dauphin,    39  81 

31.  Forest,    39  68 

32.  Cambria,    39  48 

33.  Susquehanna 39  00 

34.  Mifflin,    38  82 

35.  Clinton,    38  70 

36.  Cumberland,   38  04 

37.  Jefferson,   37  70 

38.  Armstrong,    37  77 

39.  Lycoming,    37  68 

40.  Sullivan, 36  98 

41.  Mercer, 36  97 

42.  Berks,  36  94 

43.  Wayne, 36  91 

44.  Lawrence,    36  83 

45.  York, 36  82 

46.  Clarion,    36  72 

47.  Bradford,  36  08 

48.  Bedford,  36  03 

49.  Columbia, 35  19 

50.  Franklin,    35  19 

51.  Crawford, 34  73 

52.  Wyoming, 34  14 

53.  Union, 34  18 

54.  Centre,   33  97 


No.  6.                  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  xxl 

55.  Greene, 33  90 

56.  AtTanis,  33  71 

57.  Iiidiaua,    33  38 

58.  Perry,   32  56 

51).  Somerset, 32  14 

60.  Monroe, 31  74 

01.  Montour, 31  47 

62.  Hiintiugdon,    31  05 

03.  Juniata,    30  52 

64.  Pike,    26  84 

65.  Snyder, 26  00 

66.  Fulton,   25  29 


Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  School 
Year  Ending  June  6,  1898. 


1.  Delaware, 9 .  55 

2.  Lackawanna, 9.34 

^  Allegheny,  9.31 

4.  Montgomery, 8.97 

5.  Luzerne,  8 .  75 

6.  Schuylkill, 8.67 

7.  Chester,    8.61 

8.  Bucks, 8.51 

9.  Northampton,  8 .  44 

10.  Erie,    8.32 

11.  Dauphin,    8.14 

12.  Carbon, 8.08 

1.3.  Lehigh,  7.99 

14.  Warren,    7.79 

15.  McKean, 7.76 

16.  Elk,  7.75 

17.  Blair,    7.74 

18.  Northumberland,   7.70 

19.  Berks,  .' 7.64 

20.  Lancaster,    7.58 

2L  Crawford, 7.56 

22.  Cumberland,   7.51 

23.  Tioga,   7.49 

24.  Montour 7 .  45 


xxii                                                  REPORT  OF  THE  Off.  Doc. 

25.  Lawrence,    7 .  65 

26.  Wyoming, 7.40 

27.  Cameron, 7.38 

28.  Mercer,  7.37 

29.  Franklin,   7.33 

30.  Pike,   7.30 

31.  Westmoreland,  7.30 

32.  Beaver,  7.30 

33.  Lebanon,    7.28 

34.  Lycoming,    7.25 

35.  Bradford,  7.20 

36.  Fayette,    7 .  18 

37.  Wayne, 7.15 

38.  Columbia, 7.10 

39.  Clinton,    7.08 

40.  Washington,   7.03 

41.  Venango,    7 .  01 

42.  Butler,    7 

43.  Potter, 7 

44.  Cambria,    6.96 

45.  York, 6.96 

46.  Susquehanna,    6 .  95 

47.  Union, 6.84 

48.  Clearfield, 6.72 

49.  Mifflin,    6.66 

50.  Forest,    6.64 

51.  Armstrong,    6 .  62 

52.  Jefferson,  6.62 

53.  Sullivan, 6.54 

54.  Centre, 6.52 

55.  Adams,  6 .  52 

56.  Perry,   6.36 

57.  Clarion, 6.32 

58.  Indiana,    6 .  26 

59.  Juniata,    6.25 

60.  Huntingdon,    6.22 

61.  Snyder, 6.17 

62.  Greene,  6.12 

63.  Monroe,    6 .  08 

64.  Bedford,  6.08 

65.  Fulton,   6.06 

66.  Somerset,  6 .  01 
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Distribution  of  State  Aid  for  State  Normal  School  Students  for  the 

School  Year  1898. 


' 

Distrkt. 

Location. 

11 

i 

B 

"O 

u 

3 

u 
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First 

Second,    — 

Third,    

Fourth,    ... 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh,   .. 
Eighth,    ... 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh, 
Twelfth,    . 
Thirteenth, 


West  Chester 

MlllersvUle 

Kutistown 

East  Stroudsburg, 

Mansfield 

Bloomsburg,    

Shippensburg,    

Lock  Haven 

Indiana 

California 

Slippery  Rock,    ... 

Edinboro 

Clarion,    


J5,400  00 

17,416  00 

5,800  OO 

8,293  00 

6,550  00 

5,197  00 

4,700  00 

4,552  00 

3,150  00 

5,000  00 

6,600  OO 

6,198  00 

4,800  00 

4,207  00 

6,650  00 

5,993  50 

4,100  00 

5,038  00 

4,600  OO 

5,181  50 

5.450  00 

6,435  00 

2,450  00 

3,496  00 

2,900  00 

4,734  00 

?63,150  00        $71,741  OC 
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Table  showing  the  amount  of  Direct  and  Special  Appropriations 
that  each  State  Normal  School  has  received  since  its  organization 
until  June  6,  1898. 


First,    

Second 

Third,  .... 
B^ourth,     ... 

Fifth,     

Sixth 

Seventh,  .. 
Eighth,     ... 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh,  . 
Twelfth,  .. 
Thirteenth, 

Total, 


West   Chester,     . . , 

Millersville,    

Kutztown 

East  Stroudsburg, 

Mansfield 

Bloomsburg 

Shippensburg, 

Lock  Haven 

Indiana 

California 

Slippery    Rock, 

Edlnboro 

Clarion 


1871, 

$212,500  00 

1859, 

262,500  00 

1S66, 

220,000  00 

1893, 

72,5C0  00 

1862, 

287.500  00 

1869, 

282,500  00 

1873, 

264,500  00 

1877, 

314,000  00 

1875, 

235,500  00 

1874, 

214,500  00 

1889, 

192,500  00 

1861, 

200,000  00 

1887, 

192,500  00 

$2,951,000  00 
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CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  school  year  ending  June  6,  1898, 
for  the  Cornplanter  Indian  school,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river, 
in  Warren  county,  as  certified  by  H.  M.  Putnam,  Superintendent  of 
Warren  county,  as  per  act  of  Assembly  approved  July  3,  1895. 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand,  $0  81 

Tuition  from  Elk  township, 22  50 

Appropriation,    300  00 


Total,     1323  31 


Expenditures. 

Teacher's  wages, $280  00 

Supplies,  etc.,   42  28 


Total, 


Balance  on  hand,  |1  03 


Permanent  Certificates  Issued  from  February  2,  1897,  to  June  1,  1898. 


1.  Adams  county, 

2.  Allegheny  county,  50 

3.  Armstrong  county, 6 

4.  Beaver  county, 8 

5.  Bedford  county, 8 

6.  Berks  county,  

7.  Blair  county,    12 

8.  Bradford  county,  4 

9.  Bucks  county,    
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10.  Butler  county,   13 

11.  Cambria  county,   6 

12.  Cameron  county,  

33.  Carbon  county,    4 

14.  Centre  county,   8 

15.  Chester  county,  8 

16.  Clarion  county,    3 

17.  Clearfield  county,   39 

18.  Clinton  county,   

19.  Columbia  county,    1 

20.  Crawford  county,    9 

21.  Cumberland  county,  5 

22.  Dauphin  county,   6 

23.  Delaware  county,    12 

24.  Elk  county,  2 

25.  Erie  county,   76 

26.  Fayette  county,   12 

27.  Forest  county,   3 

28.  Franklin  county,  18 

29.  Fulton  county,  3 

30.  Greene  county, 15 

31.  Huntingdon  county, 3 

32.  Indiana  county,  13 

33.  Jefferson  county 2 

34.  Juniata  county,  4 

35.  Lackawanna  county 2 

36.  Lancaster  county,   28 

37.  Lawrence  county,   7 

38.  Lebanon  county 16 

39.  Lehigh  county,  21 

40.  Luzerne   county,    2 

41.  Lycoming  countj^,   11 

42.  McKean  county, 9 

43.  Mercer  county,  13 

44.  Mifflin  county,    

45.  Monroe  county,    

46.  Montgomery   county, 20 

47.  Montour  county,    8 

48.  Northampton  county,  13 

49.  Northumberland  county,  7 

50.  Perry  county,  1 

51.  Pike  county,   

52.  Potter  county i 

53.  Schuylkill  county 3 

54.  Snvder  countv 1 
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55.  Somerset  county, 

56.  Sulliv.an  county, 4 

57.  Susquehanna  county,  5 

58.  Tioga  county,  6 

59.  Union  county,    8 

60.  Venango  county,  4 

61.  Warren  county,   7 

62.  Washington  county,  12 

63.  Wayne  county, 

64.  Westmoreland  county 23 

65.  Wyoming  county 1 

66.  York  county,    3 


Total, 592 
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Statement  showing  the  condition  and   working  of  the  system  as 

June, 
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exhibited  by  tbe  reports  of  Superintendents  for  the  fichool  year  ending 
1898. 
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Date  of  recognition 1859. 

iristory — 

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in  the 
elementary  course 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  the 
elementary  course,    

Total  I'umber  of  males  graduated  in  the 
Ec-'entiflc  course,    

Total  number  of  females  graduated  In  the 
scientific   course 

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in  the 
classical   course,    

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  the 
classical  course,    

Total  number  of  males  who  have  received 
State  certificates  without  graduating,.... 

Total  number  of  females  who  have  re- 
ceived State  certificates  without  gradu- 
ating  


781  377 


658  875 


688  871 


482 


482  1,108 


Professors — 

Number  of  professors  and  teachers,   male. 

Number  of  professors  and  teachers,  fe- 
male  

Average  number  of  classes  taught  by  each 
per  day 

Average  length  of  recitation  In  minutes,   .. 
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as  reported  by  the  Presidents  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees. 
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1887. 


231       561 


327       228 


173       136 


660       634 


703 


408       228 


8,059 
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Date  cf  recognition,    1859. 

Students — 

Number  of  male  students  for  the  past 
school  year 

Number  of  female  students  for  the  past 
school   year 

Number  of  male  students  in  the  normal 
school 

Number  of  female  students  in  the  normal 
school 

Number  of  boys  in  the  model  school 

Number  of  girls  in  the  model  school 

Number  of  males  graduated  in  the  ele- 
mentary  course,    

Number  of  females  graduated  in  the  ele- 
mentary  course,    

Number  of  males  graduated  in  the  sci- 
entific course 

Number  of  females  graduated  in  the  sci- 
entific course,    

Number  of  males  graduated  in  the  class- 
ical course 

Number  of  females  graduated  in  the 
classical  course 

Number  of  males  graduated  who  intend  to 
become   teachers,    

Number  of  females  graduated  who  intend 
to   become   teachers 

Number  of  males  who  have  received  aid 
from    State  as  students 

Number  of  females  who  have  received  aid 
from   State  as  students 


1862. 


168 


136  264 


147  113 


286 


247 


462 

224 

266 

197 

294 

136 

50 

192 

120 

39 

131 

40 

166 

92 

31 
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4,180 


462 

144 

329 

340 

310 

297 

391 

202 
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30 

33 

162 

95 

90 

47 

107 

64 

1,165 

24 

37 

155 

103 

75 

65 

122 

42 

1,0S3 

36  59  31  25  61  16  27  35 


72  48 


62  58 


72  42 


82  59 


145  165 


112  209  204  180 


134  270  238  219  238  290 


3,995 
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Date  of  recognition ISG 

Number   of   males   who   have   received   aid 

from  State  as  graduates 

Number  of  females  who  have  received  aid 

from  State  as  graduates 

Number  of  males  who  have  received  State 

certificates  without  graduation 

Number    of    females     who    have    received 

State  certificates  without  graduation,    ... 


Libraries — 

Whole  number  of  volumes,   

Number  added  during  the  year 

Number  of  reviews  and  periodicals, 


10.150 

100 
110 


7.000      4.849      6.148      2.130 

740  450  100 

S5  35  50  54 


Value  of  Property — 

Value  of  buildings  and   grounds $410,350  68  $150,000  00  $255,000  00  $240,000  00  $290,800  00 

Value  of  furniture 52,450  00  10,000  00  26,000  00  27,000  00  20,000  00 

Value  of  libraries 9,000  00  6,000  00  3,200  00  5,000  00  3,000  00 

Value  of  musical   instruments 5,800  00  5,000  00  3,525  00  3,000  00  3,000  00 

Value  of  apparatus,    4,800  00  4,000  00  3,325  00  5,000  00  4,500  00 

Value  of  other  property,    3.160  00  2,000  00  2,500  00  1,200  00  1,000  00 


$485,560  68  $177,000  00  $293,550  00  $281,200  00  $322,300  00 


Debts- 
Amount    secured    to    Individuals    by    5udg- 

ment  or  mortgage  on  property $11,000  00     $19,644  25     $31,712  00 

Amount  of  mortgage  held  by  State.    $169,933  55    $190.000  00      90.000  00     200.000  00 
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2,678 

50 

400 

400 

126 

125 
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50 
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4,400  4,000  1,402 
100  100  50 
125        40        85 


27,660 


850 

57,710 

75 

2.691 

25 

979 

61,380 


1404,000  00  $200,000  00  $190,000  00  $240,000  00  $225,000  00  $245,000  00  $200,000  00  $59,217  54  $3,109,568  22 

20,000  00  12,000  00  12,000  00  21,000  00  21,000  00  11,000  00  11,508  02  3,000  00  246,958  02 

9,000  00  3,500  00  3,500  00  4,193  74  4,500  00  5,300  00  4,056  35  900  00  61,150  09 

5,700  00  1,500  00  1,500  00  2,950  00  2,500  00  3,525  00  2,544  79  400  00  40,944  79 

5,800  00  1,000  00  1,500  00  4,300  00  2,000  00  2,000  00  762  42  1,000  00  39,987  42 

4,000  00  2,000  00  1,000  00  2,246  49    3,000  00  700  00  35,909  40  58,715  80 


$448,500  00  $220,000  00  $209,500  00  $274,690  23  $255,000  00  $270,025  00  $219,571  58  $100,426  94  $3,557,324  43 


$21,400  00   $6,000  00  $56,000  00  $50.000  00  $21,550  00   $3,000  00  $20,000  00   $240,306  25 

$110,000  00  142,000  00  139,500  00  147,000  00  190,000  00  105,000  00   95,000  00   24,652  97  1,603,086  52 
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Date  of  recognition, 


1S62. 


Amount  of  floating  debt 30,700  00  14,268  S3      1,240  81 

Amount  of  stock  held  by  individuals, 19,000  00  19,050  00       24,000  00  39,940  00 

Amount  contributed  by  individuals  and  not 

included  in  shares  of  stock 4,725  00      4,000-00      39,000  00 


Expenses  and  Improvements — 
Buildings,    repairs,    printing,    etc.,    . 
Grounds,    fences,    shrubbery,    etc.,    .. 

Furniture,      

Insurance   on   buildings 

Discharge  of  debt 

Interest  on  debt 

Musical    instruments 

Apparatus 

Increase  of  librai-y,   periodicals,    etc. 


$205,358  55    $223,268  S3     $34,050  00    $133,644  25    $311,892  81 


$6,964  57 

So3  95 

3,756  SO 

211  55 


1,341  S3 
65  00 
152  34 
50S  S6 


$3,059  12       $5,419  50 
95  47 


527  32 

2,000  00 

966  42 


S7S  63 
847  SO 


246  14 
295  25 


108  32 
16  75 

2,9S4  05 
748  29 

283  15 
100  00 


4,828  10       $4,339  92 
11180 


326  61 
480  00 

10,000  00 
2,484  63 

359  28 

566  87 


Students'    Expenses — 
Tuition  per  year  in  normal  school. 
Tuition  per  year  in  model  school,   . 

Board  per  week 

Incidental  expenses 


$13,854  90   $6,659  61   $8,318  57 


$60  00 


9,048  66  $18,668  61 


$50  00 


$42  00 

$52  50 

$63  00 

10  00 

10  BO 

3  50 

3  50 

3  25 

900 

Income  for  Year — 

Balance  as  per  last  report,    

From  tuition  in  normal  school, 
From  tuition  In  model  school,   ., 
From   room  rent,    


$6,890  06  $2,94150  $2,747  06       $8,550  79          

31,357  67  11,838  61  13,863  51          $23,997  82 

203  34  1,750  00  65,605  00             960  00 

1,42156  24,890  55         
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21,200  00   700  00  416  65  68,526  29 

41,750  00   49,000  00  24,500  00  52,200  00   22,250  00   40,000  00  20,000  00  31,750  OO  383,440  UO 

40,000  00   .    50  00    3,160  00    9,000  00   14,928  00  10,375  00  125,238  00 

$191,750  00  $212,400  00  $191,250  00  $258,360  00  $271,250  00  $166,550  00  $133,628  00  $87,194  62  $2,420,597  06 


$5,647  78 

$4,169  60 

$5,589  30 

$1,718  93 

$12,659  58 

$2,143  35 

$22,987  30 

$3,242  81 

$82,769  86 

•  1,956  53 

1,212  25 

1,015  94 

061  23 

644  15 

386  10 

732  79 

346  26 

8,015  97 

1,188  56 

1,335  09 

1,587  66 

233  14 

2,094  40 

1,285  32 

2,218  02 

290  36 

15,302  91 

1,351  53 

203  00 

50  00 

90  00 

72  00 

373  55 

58  55 

4,482  05 

8,066  66 

1,000  00 

7,204  48 

53,386  67 

5,100  25 

3,000  60 

92,742  11 

466  66 

1,682  21 

1,881  00 

3,040  00 

4,082  18 

1,631  05 

477  08 

1,175  80 

20,512  93 

154  50 

169  50 

123  39 

377  15 

889  54 

586  01 

219  77 

32  25 

249  98 

31  68 

27  62 

2,168  22 

3G0  00 

362  n 

563  78 

381  61 

367  03 

556  35 

227  32 

4,135  99 

$19,563  73   $9,981  09  $18,231  91 


$65  00  $63  00 
20  00  Free. 
3  10      3  50 


,504  39     $72,956 


$52  50  $50  00  $52  50 

10  50  Free.  Free. 

3  25  3  60  3  00 


$U,140  17     $30,722  24 


,368  72   $231,019  58 


$51  00 

$51  00 
Free. 

$63  00 

2  00 

2  10 

3  00 

10  00 

$56  33  $20,133  16    $3,648  67      $9  30   $7,102  60   $7,475  11   $5,528  13    $65,082  71 

30,564  29   33,861  64  $18,705  53   17,721  22  $26,537  22   18,284  35   18,424  10   26,005  39   271,161  35 
1,390  50    1,100  00    900  00    71,908  84 


493  25 


3,669  99    4,652  77 


35,128  12 
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From  board  of  pupils 

From  State  appropriation,  ... 
From  bequests  and  gratuities. 
From   all  other  sources 


48,372  14 
7,500  00 


19,593  78 


5,787  67 
7,500  00 


39,210  43 

7,500  00         7,500  00 


4,254  48 


Total    income $113,713  65     $29,902  74     $50,75112 


2,989  11     $75,922  73 


Expenditures  for  Year — 
Total     for     salaries     of     professors     and 

teachers $22, 577  09 

Total  for  salaries  of  other  officers 

Total  for  board,   washing,  etc 

Total   for  servants'    hire 

Total  as  above,   for  improvements,    

Total  for  other  expenditures 


,850  00      $13,546  21      $11,895  00      $15,08100 


Total   expenditures. 


755  00 

35  00 

1,292  00 

1,900  00 

25,771  42 

5,828  59 

19,360  79 

17,845  15 

29,584  38 

10,755  17 

3,152  62 

6,461  97 

2,804  68 

6,865  45 

13,854  90 

6,659  61 

8,313  57 

9,048  66 

18,668  61 

22,085  46 

5,455  61 

1,383  58 

10,464  81 

2,582  48 

95,799  04      $29,981  43      $49,066  12      $53,350  30      $74,681  92 


Insurance — 

Insurance    on    buildings $123,920  00         $140,800  00    $170,800  00    $166,350  00 

Insurance  on  furniture 49,680  00     $15,000  00       19,200  00       32,050  00       20,100  00 
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61,16160    20,580  60   24,574  07   35,376  28    9,529  06  18,798  13  22,582  79 

7,500  CO    7,500  00    7,500  00    7,500  00    7,500  00    7,500  00  7,500  00  7,500  00 

8,742  70    

5,357  39     362  17    8,763  25    3,949  54   59,478  03    2,495  16  3,425  36  931  87 


293,472  77 

90,000  00 

8,742  70 

110,153  91 


$106,030  11  ?61,S56  97  $56,649  38  ?57,8S6  75  $128,900  83  $48,581  16  $69,918  17  562,547  68   $945,650  40 


$27,893  50 
2,650  00 

33,327  47 
7,027  72 

19,563  73 
6,482  99 


8,960  47  $16,819  75  $15,595  23  $12,517  82 
620  00    1,200  00     500  00    2,079  84 


12,307  24 

2,568  69 

9,981  09 

806  40 


11,387  94 
3,509  37 

18,231  91 
2,895  43 


23,830  24  21,243  13 

4,936  74 

6,504  39  72,953  98 

4,564  04  12,779  08 


$9,704  40  $12,190  00  $12,748  33  $188,378  80 

3,577  36  2,998  88  1,626  10  19,234  IS 

8,107  14  15,075  46  14.740  93  238,409  05 

1,498  31  1,725  10  3,889  51  55,195  33 

11,140  17  30,722  24  5,368  72  231,014  58 

12,675  48  3,302  68  10,619  32  96,097  36 


$96,945  41  $35,243  89  $54,044  40   $50,993  90  $126,513  59  $46,702 


6,014  36  $48,992  91   $828,329  30 


$227,950  00  $99,000  00  $63,000  00  $71,900  00  $99,300  00  $75,750  00  $92,000  00  $46,500  00  $1,377,270  00 
•67,500  00   11,000  00    5,000  00   12,700  00    4,200  00   13,800  00    6,500  00   17,000  00   273,730  00 


$1,651,000  00 


•Including  $4,500.00  on  boilers  and  elevators. 
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COLLEGIATE    AND    SCIENTIFIC   INSTI- 
TUTIONS AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS.* 

Note. — Tlie  Statistical  Keport  of  the  Institutions  wliicli  do  chiefly  college  and  university  work  and 
of  those  which  prepare  their  students  for  the  professions  of  theology,  law,  medicine,  dentistry,  phar- 
macy, veterinary  medicine,  will  be  found  at  the  close  of  the  Report  on  Higher  Education. 

1.  Abington  Friends'   School Jenkintown Montgomery (  H;9f)  /     

"/  1887  f 

2.  Agnes   Irwin's  School Philadelphia,    Philadelphia 1869        .... 

3.  Alinda  College  Prep.  School,    Pittsburgh,     Allegheny 1892        

■1.  Albright  College,   Myerstown Lebanon 1881       1895 

5.  Allentown  College  for  Women Allentown,    Lehigh,    1867       1867 

6.  (Miss)   Baldwin's  Preparatory  School  to 

Bryn  Mawr  College,    Bryn  Mawr,    Montgomery 1886        

7.  Barkeysville   Academy Barkeysville,   Venango,    

8.  Beaver  College,    Beaver,    Beaver 

9.  Blairsville  Academy Blairsville,     Indiana 1851       1893 


10.  Bloomfield    Academy New  Bloomfield,    Perry,    

11.  Brown  Preparatory  School,   Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

12.  (Mrs.)   Blackford's  School  for  Girls,    ...  Lancaster,    Lancaster,    ... 

13.  Bucknell   Institute,    Lewisburg,     Union 

14.  Central    Pennsylvania   College New  Berlin,    Union,    

15.  Central  High  School,    Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

16.  Chambersburg  Academy Chambersburg Franklin 

17.  Charles   H.   Lerche's  School Easton,  ' Northampton, 

18.  Cheltenham  Military  Academy Ogontz Montgomery, 

19.  Chester  Academy Chester,    Chester 1862 

20.  Chestnut  Hill  Academy Chestnut  Hill,    Philadelphia, 

21.  Church  Training  and  Deaconess  School,  Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

22.  Clarion  Collegiate  Institute Rimersburg Clarion,   

23.  Collegiate  Military  School Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

24.  Easton   Academy,    Easton Northampton, 

25.  Eichelberg   Academy Hanover York 

26.  Eldersridge  Academy Eldersridge Indiana,    

27.  English  and  Classical  Institute,    Stewartstown York 

28.  Episcopal  Academy Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

29.  Fairview   Academy Broadheadsville Monroe 


1838 

1877 

1846 

1846 

1855 

1883 

1836 

1849 

1797 

1797 

1885 

1871 

1862 

1861 

18M 

1891 

1858 

1859 

1896 

1896       1896 


•  Secondary  In  the  sense  of  intermediate  between  the  common  schools  and  the  universities. 
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Religious  Denomination. 


)fflcial  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name   of   President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Friends,    Principal Louis  B.   Ambler. 

Head  Mistress Sophy  Dallas  Irwins. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Ella  Gordon  Stewart. 

United  Evangelical,   President C.   A.    Bowman. 

Keformed  Church  in  the  U.  S President Rev,  J.  W.  Knappenberger,   A.  M. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Miss  Florence  Baldwin. 


Non-Sectarian President,    Samuel  Black  Linhart. 

Non-Sectarian,    L.  L.  C  Mohn. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Alonzo  Brown. 

Baptist,    Principal,    Eveline  J.   Stanton,   Ph.   M. 

United   Evangelical   Church,    President,    Aaron  E.  Gobble,  A.  M.,  D.  D. 

Non-Sectarian President Robert  Ellis  Thompson,  A.M.,  S.  E.  D. 

Non-Sectarian Principal M.  R.  Alexander,   A.   M. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Charles  H.   Lerch. 

Undenominational Principal John  C.  Rice,   Ph.   D. 

Undenominational Principal,    George  Gilbert,   M.   D. 

Undenominational Head  Master,    James  L.   Patterson. 

Protestant  Episcopal,   Warden Caroline  H.  Sanford,  House  Mother. 

Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S Principal W.   L.   Smith,    A.   B. 

Roman  Catholic Head  Master Arnold   V.   Power. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Samuel  R.   Park,   A.  M. 

Lutheran Principal John  E.   Bahn. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Undenominational. 


Principal D-  C.  Weller. 

Principal E.  T.  Kunkle,   A.  M. 
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30.  Franklin  and  Marshall  Academy,    

31.  Fredonia  Institute,    

32.  Friends'   Central  School 

33.  Friends'    Select   School,    

34.  Friends'  Select  School 

35.  Friends'   Select  School   (Orthodox) 

36.  George   School 

37.  Germantown  Academy 

3S.  Girls'   High  School 

39.  (Miss)     Gordon's    Knglish    and    French 

School 

40.  Gratz  College,    

41.  Greensburg  Academy 

42.  Greensburg  Seminary 

43.  Hall   Institute 

44.  Harrisburg  Academy 

45.  Harry  Hillman  Academy 

46.  Hazleton  Seminary,    

47.  Hollidaysburg  Seminary,    

48.  Hughesian  Grammar  School 

49.  Irving  College  for  Women,   

50.  Institute  for  Colored  Youth 

51.  Ivy   House 

52.  Jamestown  Seminary 

53.  Juniata  College 

54.  Jeflferson   Academy 

55.  Keystone   Academy 

56.  Laird    Institute 

57.  Lehigh  Preparatory  School 

58.  Ligonler  Classical   Institute 

59.  Linden  Hall  Seminary •    

60.  Madison  Academy 

61.  Martin  Academy 

62.  Mary  J.  Drexel  Home  School  for  Girls, . 


Lancaster Lancaster, 


Fredonia,    Mercer,    

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    . 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    . 

Media Delaware,    

Germantown,    Philadelphia,    . 

George  School  P.   O.,.  Bucks 

Germantown,    Philadelphia,    . 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    . 

Philadelphia Philadelphia,    . 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    . 

Darlington Beaver,    

Greensburg,     Westmoreland, 

Sharon Mercer 

Harrisburg Dauphin 

Wilkes-Barre,    Luzerne,     

Hazleton Luzerne 

Hollidaysburg Blair 


18S9 
1845 


1841 
1S93 
1760 


1879 

1898 

1802 

1867 

1874 

1890 

1888 

1888 

1797 

1809 

1877 

1SS6 

1S67 

Buckingham, 


Bucks 1841 

1856 


Mechanicsburg,    Cumberland, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 

Germantown,     Philadelphia 1837 

Jamestown Mercer 

Huntingdon Huntingdon 

Canonsburg Washington 1869 

Factoryville Wyoming 1869 

Murrysvllle,    1863 

Bethlehem Northampton,     ...1878 

Ligonler Westmoreland,    ..    1888 

Litltz Lancaster 1794 

Uniontown Fayette 1897 

Kennett    Square Chester,    1875 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 1890 


1869 
1863 
1897 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Ctiarge. 


Name   of   President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S., —  Principal Thaddeus    G.     Helm    and    Edwin    M. 

Hartman. 

Non-Sectarian,    President S.  H.  Miller,   A.  M. 

Society  of  Friends,  Principal Joseph  S.   Walton. 

Orthodox  Friends Principal J.   Henry   Bartlett. 

Friends,   Principal Emma  Fell  Paxson. 

Friends  (Orthodox) Principal,    Davis  H.  Forsyth. 

Friends,    Principal,    George  L.  Maris. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal William  Kershaw,  Ph.  D. 


Non-Sectarian Principal Elizabeth   F.    Gordon. 

Jewish Principal,    Moses    A.    Droprie. 

Non-Sectarian Principal C.  A.  Simonton,  M.  S.  D. 

Lutheran Principal,    J.  C.  Hoch,  A.  M.,   Ph.  D. 

Baptist,    ■ President,   H.   C.   Hall,    D.   D. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Jacob  F.  Seller,   A.  M. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Henry  C.  Davis,  A.  M.,   Ph.  D. 

Undenominational Principal,    Miss  Sophia  C.  Jack. 

Presbyterian Principal,    Mrs.   Sara  Bosworth. 

Friends,    President Samuel  Broadhurst. 

Lutheran President E.  E.  Campbell,   A.  M.,   Ph.  D. 


Episcopal Principal, 


Mary  E.  Stevens. 


Presbyterian,    Principal Harry  Irwin. 

Baptist Principal Elkanah   Hulley. 

Non-Sectarian Principal,    John   R.    Steeves,    A.    M. 

Non-Sectarian Principal H.  A.   Foering. 

Non-Sectarian Principal,    Rev.   E.   H.   Dickinson. 

Moravian President Rev.   C.   L.   Moench. 

Non-Sectarian Principal A.   M.   Van  Tine. 

Friends Principal Edgar  Stinson,   B.  S. 

Lutheran Principal,    C.  Goedel. 
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63.  Mercersburg    College,     Mercersburg Franklin 

64.  Metzgar   College Carlisle Cumberland,    . 

65.  Mifflin   Academy Mifflintown Juniata,    

6C.  Moravian  Seminary  for  Women Bethlehem Northampton, 

67.  Moravian  Parochial  School Bethlehem Northampton, 

6S.  Mt.   St.   Joseph's  Academy Chestnut   Hill Philadelphia, 

69.  Mountain    Seminary Birmingham Huntingdon,    . 


TO.  McElwain  Institute,    

7L  North  Washington  Institute 

72.  Oakland   School 

73.  Park  Institute 

74.  Path  Valley   Academy,    

75.  Perkiomen   Seminary 

76.  Pennsylvania  Bible  Institute 

77.  Pennsylvania  College  for  Women 

78.  Pennsylvania    Institution    for     the    In- 

struction of  the  Blind 

79.  Philadelphia  High  School  for  Girls,    — 

80.  Pittsburg  Academy,    

81.  Philadelphia  Collegiate  Institute 

82.  Philadelphia  School  of  Design  for  Wo- 

men,     

83.  Pleasant  Mount  Academy 

84.  Prospect  Academy,    

85.  Reid  Institute 

86.  Rittenhouse  Academy,  

87.  Roman  Catholic  High  School  for  Boys, 

88.  Rose   Point  Academy 

89.  School  of  the  Lackawanna 

90.  Schuylkill  Seminary 

91.  Shady  Side  Academy , 

92.  School  for  Black  People  and  Their  De- 

scendants  , 


New  Lebanon 

North  Hope 

Oakland  Cross  Roads, 

Allegheny    City 

Dry  Run 

Pennsburg 

Philadelphia,    

Pittsburgh 


Mercer,     

Butler,   

Westmoreland, 

Allegheny,    

Franklin,     

Montgomery, 
Philadelphia, 
Allegheny,    


Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh,  . 
Philadelphia, 


Philadelphia 

Pleasant  Mount,    

Prospect 

Reidsburg 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Rose  Point 

Scranton,    

Fredericksburg 

Pittsburgh,    E.    End, 


Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia, 
Allegheny,  .. 
Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

Wayne 

Butler,     

Clarion 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

Lawrence,   ... 

Lackawanna, 

Lebanon, 

Allegheny, 


lS6o 

1865 

1881 

1882 

1882 

1749 

1863 

1742 

1741 

1855 

1862 

1852 

1853 

1882 

1879 

1892 

1889 

1887 

1875 

1S75 

1892 

18S5 

1897 

1869 

1S69 

1S48 
1881 
1896 

1844 
1869 
1883 


1890 
18S9 
1873 
ISSl 
1SS5 


1853 
1881 


1881 
1891 


1882 
1880 


Philadelphia Philadelphia, 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Onicial  Title  of  Officer 
In   Charge. 


Name  of  President,    Principal   oi 
Superintendent. 


Reformed  Church  In  the  U.  S President, Rev.  William  Man  Irvin,  A.  M.,  Ph.D. 

Non-Sectarian President \V.   P.   Dick. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Harry  Dysinger. 

Moravian,    Principal,    J.   Max  Hark,   D.   D. 

Moravian Superintendent Albert  G.  Rau,   Ph.  D. 

Roman  Catholic Superior,    Mother  Mary   Clement. 

Presbyterian Principal,   Misses  A.   J.   Davis  and  S.   M.    Galla- 

ker. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,   J.  S.  Fruit,  Jr. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal Henry  A.  Steele. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Henry  Bain,    D.   D. 

Non-Sectarian Principal, Levi  Ludden,   Ph.  D. 

Presbyterian Principal,    M.    McElwee,    Jr. 

Schwenkfelder Principal Rev.   O.   S.   Kriebel,   A.   M. 

Undenominational,   Superintendent Charles  E.  Hulbert. 

Presbyterian President Miss  R.  J.  De  Vore. 


L'ndenominational Principal William  Droun  Rorer. 

Non-Sectarian President,  J.  Warren  Lytle. 

Methodist  Episcopal Principal,    Miss  Susan  C.   Lodge. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    R.  F.  Warner. 

Non-Sectarian ■. ...  Principal J.  H.  Kennedy. 

Undenominational Principal N.  P.  Bish. 


Roman  Catholic,   Rector Rev.  N.  F.  Fisher. 

Undenominational Principal G.   M.   McKay,   A.   M. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Rev.  Thomas  M.  Cann,   LL.   D- 

Non-Sectarian Principal W.  H.  Kindt,   A.   M. 

Non-Sectarian Principal William  Ralston  Cs^bbe,   Ph.   D. 


Society  of  Friends  (Orthodox), 


Mercle  S.  Masters,  Principal  nf  Rrysi' 
School.  Sarah  J.  Kennard,  of  the 
Girls'. 
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York,    

Crawrord,    . . . 

Adams 

Dauphin 

Philadelphia, 

Erie 

Lancaster,    . , 
Warren,    


93.  Spring  Garden  Institute,    Philadelphia,    Philadelphia 

94.  St    Bernard's  Academy Erie,    Erie,    

95.  St.  Bonifacius'   Parochial  School Williamsport Lycoming,    . 

96.  St.    John's    Evangelical    Lutheran    Pa- 

rochial  School,    York,    

97.  St.  Joseph's  Academy,    Titusville 

9S.  St.  Joseph's  Academy,    McSherrytown, 

99.  St.   Genevieve  Academy Harrisburg,    

100.  St.   Luke's  School Bustleton,     

101.  St.  Mary's  College,  North  East 

10?.  St.  Peter's  School Columbia 

103.  Sugar  Grove  Seminary Sugar  Grove,    ... 

104.  Susquehanna  Collegiate  Institute Towanda,    Bradford,   

105.  Temple  College Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

106.  The  Green  Ridge  School Scranton Lackawanna, 

107.  The  Ne£E  College  of  Oratory Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

108.  The   Hamilton   School Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

109.  The  Hill  School Pottstown,    Montgomery, 

110.  The  Kiskiminetas  Springs  School Saltsburg Indiana 

111.  (The  Misses)   Tomkinson's  School Harrisburg,     Dauphin 

112.  Thurston  Preparatory  School Pittsburgh Allegheny,    .. 

113.  Trinity  Hall  School Washington Washington, 

114.  Ursuline  Young  Ladles'   Seminary Pittsburgh        .     Allegheny,    .. 

115.  Villa  Maria  Academy,    Erie Erie 

116.  Volant  College,   Volant Lawrence,    ... 

117.  Union   College Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

lis.  Wagner  Free  Institute  of  Science Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

119.  West  Green   Street  Institute Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

120.  Washington  Female  College Washington Washington,    . 

121.  Walton  AVellesIey  College Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

122.  West  Newton  Academy,   West  Newton Westmoreland 

123.  Westtown   Boarding   School Westtown Chester 

124.  West   Sunbury  Academy West  Sunhury Butler 

125.  West  Walnut  Street  Seminary,    Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


1S67 

1S7C 

1874 

1S70 

1S54 

1854 

1SS4 

1890 

1863 

1S81 

1874 

1SS4 

1884 

1SS9 

1S93 

ISSO 

1896 

1851 

1898 

1887 

1879 

1870 

1872 

1894 

1SS9 

1893 

1868 
1835 


1799 
1884 
1866 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
In  Charge. 


Name   of   President.    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Roman  Catholic Sr.   Directress,    Sister  M.  Camilla,  O.  S.  B. 

Roman  Catliolic Rector Rev.  John  Keeper. 

Evangelical   Lutheran Pastor Rev.   Henry  Walker. 

Roman  Catholic Mother   Superior Rev.  J.  M.  Dunn. 

Roman  Catholic,    Mother  Ignatius ivlother  M.   Ignatius. 

Roman  Catholic Directress,    Mother   M.    Clare   Grace 

Protestant  Episcopal Principal Charles  H.   Strout. 

Roman  Catholic Rector Casper  Rltter. 


United   Brethren, 


President,   D.   H.   Seneff. 


Non-Sectarian President,   Russell  H.   Conwell. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    Miss  Louisa  Guech. 

Undenominational President Silas  S.  Neff,  Ph.  D. 

Undenominational, Head   Master,    Le  Roy  Bliss,   Peckham. 

Non-Sectarian Principal John  Meigs,  Ph.  D. 

Non-Sectarian Principal A.  W.  Wilson,  Jr. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    Martha  M.  Tompkinson. 

Non-Sectarian Principal .A.lice   M.   Thurston. 

Episcopal,   Rector,    W'.  W.   Smith,   Esqr. 

Roman  Catholic,    Mother   Superior Mother   Ursula. 

Roman  Catholic Mother   Superior Mother   M.    Eugenia. 

Non-Sectarian President,   G.    E.    Brenneman. 

Non-Sectarian Actuary Samuel  Wagner. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Miss  Martha  Laird. 

Principal Mrs.  Martha  N.  McMuIlan. 


Orthodox  Friends Principal William  F.  Wickersham. 

T'nriPTiominatinnal Princif  U A.   Bruce  Gill. 

Undenominational Principal Mrs.  Rebecca  C.  Dickson  Long. 


F-6-98 
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126.  Western     Pennsylvania     Classical     and 

Scientific    Institute Mt.    Pleasant,    Westmoreland 

127.  Wilkes-Baire  Female  Institute Wilkes-Barre Luzerne 

128.  William  Penn  Charter  School Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

129.  Williamsport  Dickinson  Seminary,    Williamsport,     Lycoming,     ... 

130.  Wyoming  Seminary Kingston Luzerne,    

131.  Teates  Institute Lancaster Lancaster,    ... 

132.  Young  Men's   Christian   Association,    ..  Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

133.  York  Collegiate  Institute York York 


1848 

1848 

1844 

1844 

1859 

1859 

1854 

1857 

1873 

1873 

MANUAL  TRAINING  AND  INDUSTRIAL 

SCHOOLS. 

i.  Central  Manual  Training  and  Industrial 

School Philadelphia PhiladelpViia,    ....    1885        .... 

2.  Drexel    Institute    of    Art,     Science    and 

Industry Philadelphia Philadelphia 1891       1894 

3.  Home  for  the  Training  of  Deaf  Children 

Before  They  Are  of  School  Age Philadelphia Philadelphia 1892        

4.  Master      Builders'       Mechanical      Trade 

School,    Philadelphia Philadelphia 1890 

',.  Pennsylvania  Museum  and  School  of  In- 
dustrial Art,   Philadelphia Philadelphia,    1876       1876 

6.  Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and 

Dumb Mt.    Airy,    Philadelphia 

7.  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts Philadelphia Philadelphia 1803        

8.  St.   Francis  Industrial  School Eddington Bucks 

fl.  Soliders'  Orphans'  Industrial  School Scotland Franklin 1895 

10.  Williamson    Free    School    of    Mechanical 

Trades Williamson  School,    ..  Philadelphia 1888        .... 


BUSINESS   COLLEGES   AND   COMMER- 
CIAL SCHOOLS. 

1.  Actual  Business  College,    Pittsburg    and    Alle- 

gheny City Allegheny, 

2.  Allentown  Business  College Allentown,    Lehigh,    .. 

3.  Chambersburg  Business  College Chambersburg Franklin, 


1869 
1896 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
In    Charge. 


Name  of   President,    Principal  or 
Superintendent. 


Baptist, 


Principal H.  C.  Dixon. 


Methodist  Episcopal, 
Methodist  Episcopal, 
Episcopal,   


President,   Edward  J.   Gray,    D.   D. 

President Levi  L.  Sprouge. 

Head  Master,   "W.  L.   Shers. 


Non-Sectarian,    Grand  Secretary Walter  C.  Douglas. 

Presbyterian President E.  T.  Jeffers,  D.  D. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Principal,    W.  L.  Sayre. 


Non-Sectarian President, 


James  Mac  Alister. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Principal,    Mary  A.  Ganett. 


Non-Sectarian,    Superintendent,     Wm.  A.  H.  Allen. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Principal,    Leslie  W.  Miller. 


Superintendent,     A.   L.    E.   Crouter,   LL.   D. 

Non-Sectarian,    Curator,   J.  D.  Pierce,  P.  A.  F.  A. 

Roman  Catholic Brother  Director Most  Rev.  S.  J.  Ryan,  D.  D 

Superintendent F.  J.  Magee,  Acting. 


Roman  Catholic, 


President John  M.   Shrlgley. 


Non-Sectarian, 
Non-Sectarian, 


President,   W.    L.    Blackman. 

Principal William  H.  Kline. 
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Duff's  Mercantile  College 

Easton  College  of  Business 

Erie  Busintss  University 

Harrisburg  Business  College,    

Inter-State  Commercial  College 

Lebanon  Business  College 

North  Wales  Academy  and  School  of 
Business,   

Palmer's  College  of  Shorthand 

Patrick's  Business  and  Shorthand  Col- 
lege,     

Peirce    School 

Pennsylvania  Business  and  Shorthand 
College,    

Potts^  ille  Business  College 

Schissler  College  of  Business 

Spencerian    Business   College 

Towanda  Business  College 

The  Tubbs  Business  College 

Williams  Business  College 

W^ashington  Business  College 

.  WilHamsport  Commercial  College  of 
Shorthand 


Pittsburg Allegheny,    .. 

Easton Northampton, 

Erie,     Erie 

Harrisburg,     Dauphin,    

Reading Berks 

Lebanon Lebanon 


1840 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1885 
1885 


North   Wales,    Montgomery, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


York York 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


Lancaster,    Lancaster,    .. 

Pottsville,     Schuylkill,    .. 

Norristown,     Montgomery, 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

Towanda Bradford,     ... 

Emlenton,     Venango 

Scranton Lackawanna, 

Washington Washington, 

W^illiamsport Lycoming,    .. 


1896 
1895 
1SS8   1895 

1892 
1SS9 


COLLEGES  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS 
FOR  ORPHANS. 

1.  Bethany  Orphans  Home Womelsdorf,     Berks 1863       1SG5 

2.  Church  Hrme  and  Orphanage Jonestown,     Lebanon,    1881       1888 


3.  Concordia  Orphans'   Home,    Delano  Station Butler 1882  1886 

4.  Emaus  Orphans'    Home,    Middletown,    Dauphin,    1806  1839 

5.  Girard  College Philadelphia Philadelphia 1848        

6.  Home   for   Orphan   and   Friendless   Chil- 

dren   Huntingdon Huntingdon 1881  188$ 

7.  Lutheran  Orphans'  Home Germantown Philadelphia 1859  I  IHHO 

1  1872 

8.  Methodist  Episcopal  Home Philadelphia Philadelphia,    1865  18(!5 
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Keligious    Denomination. 


Oflitlal  Title  of  OlHcei 
in    Charge. 


Name    of    PrcS'dent,    Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


Non-Sectarian President W.  H.   Duff. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,   C.   Lincoln  Free. 

Non-Sectarian,    President J.   M.  Glazier. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    J.    E.    Garner. 

Non-Sectarian President H.   Y.  Stoner. 

Non-Sectarian,    President,  J.  G.  Gerberlch. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Principal,    Orison  R.  Palmer. 


Non-Sectarian,    Vice  Principal, 


VV.  J.   Solly. 


Non-Sectarian,    Principal,   J.  M.  Wade. 

Non-Sectarian President,   J.  C.   Dachus. 

Non-Sectarian Principal,    H.  D.  Harris. 

Non-Sectarian Principal M.    S.    Crouk. 

Non-Sectarian,    President D.  C.  Tubbs. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Lewis  Van   Orden. 


Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S Superintendent Rev.   Thomas   M.    Yundt. 

Protestant  Episcopal Chaplain    and    House  Rev.  Alfred  M.  Able. 

Father.  " 

Lutheran Director,    Rev.  P.  Brand,   President. 

Lutheran,    Principal,    William  S.  Croll. 

Non-Sectarian President Adam  H.  Fetterolf,  Ph.  D.,  LL    D. 


Non-Sectarian Matron,    K.   A.  Lowell,   President. 

Lutheran Superintendent Rev.  George  Ph.  Mueller. 

Methodist  Elpiseopal,   Matron,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Chesebrougb. 
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9.  Orphans'     Home     and     Orphans'     Farm 

School ZBlienople,    Butler,    ... 

10.  St.  Paul's  R.  C.  Orphan  Asylum,   Pittsburgh Allegheny, 

H.  St.  Paul's  Orphans'  Home,    Butler,    Butler,     ... 

12.  Tressler  Orphans'  Home,  Loysville,    Perry,    

13.  The  Lutheran  Orphans'  Home,   Topton,     Berks 


1851 

1861 

1840 

1840 

1867 

1868 

1867 

1868 

1896 

.    ""T 

PENNSYLVANIA  SOLDIERS'    ORPHAN 
SCHOOLS.* 

1.  Soldiers'   Orphan  School,    Chester  Springs Chester 

2.  Soldiers'  Orphan  School Harford,    Susquehanna, 

3.  Soldiers'   Orphan  School Uniontown,     Fayette 


4.  Soldiers'   Orphan  Industrial  School Scotland Franklin, 


1864 
1864 
1864 
1895 


SCHOOLS  OF  MTTSIC. 

1.  Broad  Street  Conservatory  of  Music Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

2.  Philadelphia  School  of  Music Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

3.  Philadelphia  Musical  Academy Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


*In  these  institutions  soldiers'  orphans  are  educated,  clothed  and  boarded  until  sixteen  years  of 
age,  gratuitously  by  the  State.  They  are  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  Soldiers' 
Orphan  Commission. 
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Ueligious  UcDOininatiou. 


Utticial  Title  of  Otticer 
iu  Charge. 


Naiiiu  of  President,  PriiK-ipal  or  Su- 
periiitendeut. 


Lutheran Director,    Rev.  J.  A.  Kribbs. 

Roman  Catholic,   Director,    M.   Lynch,   Resident  Director. 

Reformed  Church  In  the  U.  S Superintendent,    Rev.  P.  C.  Prugh,  D.  D. 

Evangelical  Lutheran,    Superintendent Charles  A.  Wldle. 

Lutheran,    Superintendent,    Rev.  U.  P.  Heilman. 


Undenominational Superintendent,    Austin  Curtln. 

Undenominational Superintendent,    James  E.   Mathews. 

Undenominational,     Superintendent J.   A.  "Waters. 

Undenom.inational Superintendent,    F.  J,  Magee,   Acting. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Director Gilbert  Reynolds  Combs. 

Principal,    Kate  H.  Chantler. 

Director,    Rich.  Zeckwer. 
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NO  EEPOKT  WAS  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  FOLLOW!]^ G  INSTI- 
TUTIONS. 


Allegheny  Park  Institute Allegheny  City. 

School  for  Girls,  Allegheny  City. 

Sunnyside  School,   Ambler. 

Armagh  Academy,  Armagh. 

Bellefonte  Academy,  Bellefonte. 

St.  Bernard's  Academy Bradford. 

St.  Mark's  School, Bristol. 

St.  Theresa's  Academy Butler. 

St.  Rose  Academy,   Carbondale. 

Wood's  Carbondale  College,  Carbondale. 

Maplewood  Institute Concordville. 

St.  Thomas  Academy,   Corry. 

Union  Academy,  Damascus. 

Darby  Friend's  school,   Darby. 

Greersburg  Academy, ' Darlington. 

Dayton  Union  Academy,  Dayton. 

Duncannon  Academy,   Duncannon. 

Eau  Clair  Academy,  Eau  Clair. 

Ercildoun  Academy Ercildoun. 

Erie  Academy,   Erie. 

Freeburgh  Academy, Freeburgh. 

Steven's  School,   Germantown. 

St.  Joseph's  Academy, Germantown. 

St.  Mary's  Seminary,  Germantown. 

Haverford  College  Grammar  School,  Haverford. 

West  Millville  Academy, Hawthorn. 

Hickory  Academy,  Hickory. 

Kittanning  Academy Kittanning. 

Sacred  Heart  Academy,  Lancaster. 

School  for  Girls,  Lancaster. 

St.  Mary's  Academy Lancaster. 

Langhorn  Friend's  School,  Langhorn. 

St.  Zavier's  Academy, Latrobe. 

St.  Mary's  Academy Lebanon. 

Lewistown  Academy,  Lewistown. 

Lincoln  University Lincoln  University, 
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Academy  of  Immaculate  Coaception Lock  Haven. 

St.  Aloysius'  Academy,  Loreto. 

St.  Francis'  College Loreto. 

Friend's  Institute London  Grove. 

Stone  Valley  Academy,  McAlevy's  Fort. 

Ingleslde  Academy,  McDonald. 

Juniata  Academy,   Martinsburg. 

Media  Academy Media. 

Academy  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy Merion. 

Preparatory  School,   Meyersdale. 

Greenwood  Seminary Millville. 

Monongahela  Academy,  Monongahela. 

Pleasant  Grove  Academy,   Muddy  Creek  Fork. 

Nazareth  Hall Nazareth. 

Friend's  Boarding  and  Day  School, Newton  Square. 

Tremont  Seminary,  Norristown. 

North  Wales  Academy,  North  Wales. 

Oley  Academy, Oley. 

Oxford  Academy,  Oxford. 

Parkesburg  Academy,  Parkesburg. 

Classical  Institute,   Parkesburg. 

Academy  of  the  Sacred  Heart, Philadelphia. 

Academy  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy, Philadelphia. 

Academy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  Philadelphia. 

Academy  of  Noter  Dame,  Philadelphia. 

Adelphia  Academy Philadelphia. 

Blight's  School  for  Boys, Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Comegy's  and  Miss  Bell's  School Philadelphia. 

Day  School  for  Girls Philadelphia. 

Easthura  Academy,  Philadelphia. 

Franklin  Institute Philadelphia. 

Miss  Gibson's  School, Philadelphia. 

Home  School,   Philadelphia. 

La  Salle  College,  Philadelphia. 

George  F.  Martin's  School  for  Boys Philadelphia. 

Pennsylvania  School  for  Girls,  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia  Seminary,    Philadelphia. 

St.  Joseph's  Academy Philadelphia. 

St.  Joseph's  College,  Philadelphia. 

St.  Mary's  Academy, Philadelphia. 

St.  Michael's  Academy Philadelphia. 

St.  Patrick's  Academy,   Philadelphia. 

St.  Paul's  Academy Philadelphia. 

St.  Philip's  Academy Philadelphia. 

St.  Teresa's  Academy,  Philadelphia, 
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School  for  Young  La/^ies,  Philadelphia. 

West  Chestnut  Street  Seminary,  Philadelphia. 

Bishop  Bowman  Institute,  Pittsburgh. 

Catholic  College  of  the  Holy  Ghost, Pittsburgh. 

Duquesne   College,    Pittsburgh. 

East  Liberty  Academy,  Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh  Female  College,  Pittsburgh. 

St.  Mary's  Academy,  Pittsburgh. 

St.  Ursula's  Academy, Pittsburgh. 

St.  John's  Academy,  Pittston. 

Reid  Institute,  Reidsburg. 

Reedsville  Academy, Reedsville. 

Piiegelsville  Academy Riegelsville. 

St.  Benedict's  Academy,  St.  Mary's. 

College  of  St.  Thomas, Scranton. 

Holy  Rosery  Academy, Scranton. 

St.  Cecelia's  Academy Scranton. 

Academy  of  the  Holy  Jesus, Sharon  Hill. 

Sbeakleyville  Normal  School,  Sheakleyvllle. 

Polish  School,  Shenandoah. 

Bellview  Academy, Stanton. 

Stewartstown  Institute Stewartstown. 

Laurel  Hill  Academy Susquehanna. 

Institute  of  the  Sacred  Heart, Torresdale. 

Toughkenamon  Private  School,  Toughkenamon. 

St.  Teresa's  Academy,  Union  City. 

Uniontown  Academy Uniontown. 

Waterford  Academy, Waterford. 

Peirsol's  Academy West  Bridgewater. 

Darlington  Seminary, West  Chester. 

Friend's  School West  Chester. 

Friend's  High  School, West  Chester. 

Villa  Maria  Academy West  Chester. 

Ladies  Classical  Institute Williamsport. 

Malinckrodt  Convent Wilkes-Barre. 

St.  Mary's  Academy, Wilkes-Barre. 

Wrightstown  Friend's  School,  Wrightstown. 

Chelton  Hill's  Select  School,  Wyncote. 

St.  Patrick's  Academy, York. 

American  Business  College,  Allentown. 

Altoona  Business  College Altoona. 

Butcher's  Business  College,  Beaver  Falls. 

Dickson  Business  College,  Columbia. 

Corry  Business  College, Corry, 

Germantown  Business  College, Germantown. 
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School  of  Commerce, Harrisburg. 

Hazleton  Business  College,  Hazleton. 

Lancaster  Commercial  College, Lancaster. 

Lock  Haven  Commercial  School Lock  Haven. 

Slratlon  and  Smith  Business  College, Meadville. 

Meadville  Commercial  College, Meadville. 

Tubb's  Business  College, Oil  City. 

Palm's  Business  College, Philadelphia. 

Prickett  College  of  Commerce,  Philadelphia. 

Martin's  Shorthand  School,  Pittsburgh. 

Williams  Business  College,  Pittsburgh. 

Scranton  Business  College Scranton. 

Shamokin  Business  College,  Shamokin. 

Wood's  College,   Shenandoah. 

Luce's  Business  College,  Union  City. 

Wilkes-Barre  Business  College,  Wilkes-Barre. 

Pott's  Shorthand  College, Williamsport. 

Williamsport  Commercial  College,  Williamsport. 

Bacheldor's  Business  College, York. 

Patrick's  Business  College,   ....   York. 
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Statement  showing  the  number  of  districts  in  the  several  counties 
having  six,  seven,  eight,  nine  and  ten  months  respectively,  for  the 
school  year  ending  June  6,  1898. 

(In  this  statement  fractions  of  a  month,  one-half  or  over,  are  counted  as  whole  numbers.) 


Adams 

Allegheny,  . . 
Armstrong,    . 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks,    

Blair 

Bradford,     ... 

Bucks,     

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon,     

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield,    ... 

Clinton 

Columbia,  ... 
Crawford,  ... 
Cumberland, 

Dauphin 

Delaware,     . . 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette,    

Forest 

Franlvlin,     ... 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon, 

tndlana,    

Jefferson,    ... 

Juniata 

Lackawanna, 


1 

1 

5 

9 

18 

34 

16 

36 

31 

16 

3 

102 
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2 
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33 

42 

2 

16 
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2 
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8 

22 

34 

4 

41 

26 

3 

74 

1 

4 

6 

26 

37 

1 

.  8 

14 

30 

63 

.... 

2 

5 

8 

16 

31 

4 

3 

3 

19 

29 

1 

4 

18 

35 

6 

64 

1 

t 

7 

18 

1 

30 

1 

8 

7 

6 

17 

38 

18 

22 
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41 

1 

8 

4 

13 

1 

6 

10 

21 

1 

39 

3 

8 

11 

18 

40 

b 

3 

2 

10 

.... 

2 

2 

1 

14 

19 

1 

11 

12 

1 

2 

20 

23 

.... 

4 

10 

31 

45 

.... 

.... 

Z 

3 

33 

39 

1 

5 

21 

33 

3 

1 

13 

17 

4 

Vi 

14 

7 

1 

38 
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Lancaster 

Lawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh,    

Luzerne 

Lycoming,     

McKean,    

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe,    

Montgomery,     

Montour,     

Nortliamptou,     . . 
Kortliumberland, 

Perry 

Pilte,   

Potter,    

Schuylliin,    

Snyder,     

Somerset,    

Sullivan 

Susquehanna 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango,     , 

Warren,    , 

Washington 

Wayne,    , 

Westmoreland,    . , 

Wyoming 

York 

Philadelphia,    ... 
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4 

17 

28 
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53 

1 

4 

18 

1 

24 
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11 
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20 
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34 
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80 
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16 

18 
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4 

36 

41 

4 

2 
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12 
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2 
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25 
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43 

1 

6 

14 

15 

6 

42 

1 

1 

5 

8 

15 

2 
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13 

13 

34 
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14 

12 
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30 

5 
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31 

18 

63 

5 

3 

16 
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30 

4 

19 

29 

14 

66 
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9 

13 
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32 

8 

16 

11 

30 

65 

126 

354 

452 

671 

886 

2,489 

1 

1 

671  886         2,490 
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Statement  showing  the  number  of  schools  in  the  several  counties 
having-  six,  seven,  eight,  nine  and  ten  months  respectively,  for  the 
school  year  ending  June  6,  1898. 

(In  this  statement  fractions  of  a  month,  one-half  or  over,  are  counted  as  whole  numbers.) 
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Adams 

Allegheny 1 

Armstrong,    

Eeaver,     

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks,     

Butler 

Cambria,     

Cameron,   

Carbon,     

Centre 

Chester, 

Clarion 

Clearfield,     

Clinton,     

Colum  bia,    

Crawford 

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk 

Kris,     

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin,     

Fulton,    

Greene,     

Huntingdon,    

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata 

Lackawanna,     


2 

12 

14 

30 

136 

194 

,389 

489 

336 

132 

16 

2,362 

48 

21 

15 

238 

322 

44 

305 

45 

103 

297 

lo 

19 

32 

256 
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246 

21 

23 

106 

351 

747 

190 

36 

54 

120 

400 

69 

56 
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8S 
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100 

99 

31 

110 

340 

4 

.« 

38 
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98 
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93 

43 

87 
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423 
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52 
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31 

5 

45 

20O 
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84 
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10 
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9 

19 

16 
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248 

3 

92 
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211 
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20 

47 

36 

73 

176 

68 

23 

7 

149 

247 

35 

64 

93 

300 

18 

510 

29 

20 

38 
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5 

264 

160 

121 

49 

33 

118 

481 

256 

98 

5 

359 

12 

101 

46 

U> 
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62 

52 
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11 

538 

58 

75 
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17i 

455 

56 

18 

19 

93 

60 

16 

22 

243 
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Lancaster 115  6G  121  333  93  728 

Lawrence,     76  28  128  12  244 

Lebanon ....  68  11  141  47  267 

Lehigh,     149  32  50  53  129  413 

Luzerne 39  648  127  79  43  936 

Lycoming ....  122  50  59  181  412 

McKean 55  ....  §7  92  37  271 

Mercer ....  76  32  2OO  41  349 

Mifflin ....  19  5  17  35  125 

Monroe ....  23  3  7  113  146 

Montgomery,     320  53  47  116  ....  636 

Montour,    ....  28  7  18  25  78 

Northampton 161  65  55  72  66  419 

Northumberland 15  234  7  26  120  402 

Perry ....  12  14  10  156  192 

Pike ....  14  5  3g  14  71 

Potter ....  11  59  66  71  207 

Schuylkill 288  267  48  39  131  773 

Snyder ....  ....  9  3  112  124 

Somerset ....  12  22  270  304 

Sullivan U  19  54  94 

Susquehanna 10  13  22  192  74  311 

Tioga 9  52  106  152  58  377 

Union,     ....  u  g  35  4?  ^ 

Venango 75  52  92  82  301 

Warren 6g  115  104  9  2S« 

Washington ....  91  55  234  112  492 

Wayne 40  9  137  54  240 

V.'estmoreland,    76  170  326  122  69^1 

Wyoming 17  37  77  9  140 

York U3  67  64  329  573 

4,364  4,572  3,239  5,331  6,776  23.966 

Philadelphia 3,364  3,364 


7,728  4.572  3,239         5,331  6,776        27,329 
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School  Building  Erected  1897,  State  College  Borougb,  Centre  County. 
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Official  Document,  No.  <;. 


REPORTS 


OF 


County  Superintendents, 


ADAMS  COUNTY— J.  W.  Thoman. 


This  concludes  another  eventful  year  of  school  work.  The  num- 
ber of  schools  is  gradually  increasing  each  year.  During  the  past 
year  one  new  house  was  biiiU  in  each  of  the  following  districts:  Ty- 
rone, Hamiltonban  and  Germany. 

The  attendance,  owing  to  the  compulsory  requirements,  has  shown 
a  considerable  increase  over  that  of  former  years,  not  alone  in  num- 
ber, but  also  in  regularity  of  attendance.  The  percentage,  in  all  but 
a  few  schools,  has  shown  an  improvement.  The  compulsory  retjuirt^- 
ment  in  Adams  county  is  no  longer  an  experiment,  but  has  proven 
to  be  an  essential  benefit  to  our  schools. 

The  forty-third  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was  held  at 
Gettj'sburg,  November  22d  to  26th,  1897.  All  the  teachers,  but  one, 
were  enrolled.  The  attendance  during  the  entire  week  was  the  best 
of  any  session  yet  held.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  Prof. 
A.  B.  VanOrmer,  Mrs.  Sara  Lefferts,  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey,  Dr. 
Wallace,  P.  Dick.  Prof.  Geo.  Twitmyer,  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Dr.  O.  G. 
Klinger,  Prof.  Bruce  Carney,  Prof.  C.  M.  Parker;  addresses  by  Dr. 
N.  C.  Schaeflfer,  Prof.  Byron  W.  King  and  J.  L.  Williams,  Esq.;  lec- 
tures and  entertainments  by  Mrs.  Sara  Lefferts,  Prof.  Byron  W.  King, 
Dr.  J.  O.  Wilson,  Parker  Concert  Company  and  the  Ariel  Sextette 
Smi^h  Sisters. 

A  series  of  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  school  term,  all 
of  which  were  well  attended  by  teachers  and  patrons. 

The  sixth  session  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  was  held  in 
1-6-98 
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the  public  school  building  at  Gettysburg,  November  25,  1897.  Dr. 
G.  M.  D.  Eckels  and  Prof.  Geo.  Twitmj'er  addressed  the  association. 
Five  delegates  were  elected  to  represent  the  county  in  the  State  As- 
sociation, which  met  at  Harrisburg  in  February. 

During  the  school  term  all  the  schools  were  visited  with  the  excep- 
tion of  three,  those  were  not  in  session  at  the  time  my  visiting  tours 
were  made.  A  number  of  them  were  visited  twice.  The  work  done 
by  teachers  was  generally  found  very  satisfactory.    • 

Twenty-four  examinations  were  held  at  which  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two  applicants  presented  themselves  for  examination.  Eight 
of  that  number  received  professional  certificates,  one  hundred,  pro- 
visional certificates,  and  fifty-four  were  rejected. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  term,  nine  central  examinations  were 
conducted,  one  in  each  of  the  central  districts.  One  hundred  and 
eight  pupils  were  examined  to  whom  certificates  of  standing  were 
granted.  Fifty-eight  attended  the  final  examination ;  of  this  number 
fifty-six  were  granted  the  common  school  diploma. 

This  closes  our  seventh  year's  experience  with  the  graded  system  of 
rural  school  work.  Nothing  could  have  been  done,  in  our  judgment, 
during  this  period  of  time  which  would  have  been  the  means  of  ad- 
vancing our  schools  as  has  the  institution  of  the  course  of  study.  True 
it  is  that  it  required  a  great  deal  of  hard  work  by  teachers  and  super- 
intendent to  establish  it,  and  overcome  the  prejudices  by  persons  who 
were  antagonistic  to  it  for  want  of  fully  comprehending  the  end  to 
be  attained,  and  in  not  a  few  instances  was  opposition  shown  by  per- 
sons for  purely  selfish  motives. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  directors,  patrons  and 
teachers,  and  to  the  School  Department  for  the  kind  attention  I  have 
received  at  their  hands  while  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Saml.  Hamilton. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year,  we  have  nothing  new  or 
startling  to  report.  The  educational  forces  have  been  at  work,  and 
excellent  results  have  been  attained  in  almost  every  line.  The 
teachers  have  been  earnest,  thoughtful  and  aggressive,  and  in  a 
large  measure  efficient  in  their  work.  Our  directors  have  performed 
their  duties  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the  pupils,  earnest  in  their 
studies,  regular  in  attendance,  have  made  commendable  progress. 
In  addition  to  the  intellectual  results  which  must  naturally  come 
from  such  intelligent  co-operation,  the  growth  of  our  school  popula- 
tion along  the  lines  of  the  cardinal  school  room  virtues  of  regularity, 
industry  and  obedience,  was  equal  to  that  of  any  former  year. 
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County  Institute. 

The  forty-seventh  annual  session  of  the  Allegheny  County  Institute 
was  held  in  Music  Hall,  Schenley  Park,  Pittsburgh,  August  23  to  27, 
1897.  The  teachers  of  Pittsburgh  and  McKeesport  joined  with  those 
of  the  county  in  this  meeting,  the  former  paying  into  the  institute 
treasury  the  sum  of  |20(),  the  latter  a  membership  fee  of  50  cents  each. 

The  work  was  in  charge  of  the  following  instructors: 

Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  University  of  Pennsylvania;  Dr.  J.  A.  McLel- 
lan,  president  of  Teachers'  Normal  College,  Ontario,  Canada;  Prof. 
George  F.  Jewett,  principal  Rayen  High  School,  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
and  Prof.  A.  J.  Gantvoort,  College  of  Music,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

At  this  meeting  1,080  teachers  were  enrolled,  including  83  from  Mc- 
Keesport. In  addition  to  this  at  least  700  teachers  from  Pittsburgh 
were  in  regular  attendance  at  its  sessions. 

This  was  certainly  the  largest  institute  ever  held  in  the  State.  The 
hall,  which  seats  2,000  people,  was  filled  during  the  entire  week. 

The  comfortable  place  of  meeting,  the  large  audiences,  the  splendid 
work  of  the  instructors,  and  the  intense  interest  of  the  teachers,  com- 
bined to  make  this  the  best  and  most  helpful  institute  yet  held  in  this 
county. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  ninth  annual  session  of  this  body  was  held  in  the  court  house, 
November  16,  1897,  about  150  directors  were  present.  The  exercises 
consisted  in  the  president's  address,  an  annual  address  to  directors, 
the  report  of  the  delegate  to  the  State  School  Directors'  convention,  a 
paper  on  school  libraries,  a  discussion  of  the  compulsory  school  law, 
and  the  opening  of  the  Query  Box.  The  discussions  were  vigorous 
and  to  the  point,  the  papers  bristled  with  good  points,  and  the  meeting 
was  full  of  life  and  interest. 

Visits  to  the  Schools. 

Last  year  there  were  employed  in  this  county  1,093  teachers,  includ- 
ing special  teachers  in  writing,  drawing  and  music.  It  is  simply  im- 
possible for  one  man  to  inspect  the  work  of  such  a  large  number  of 
teachers.  We  therefore  employed  two  competent  men  to  help  us. 
Both  are  graduates  of  Normal  Schools  with  experience  in  the  teaching 
and  management  of  both  graded  and  ungraded  schools.  With  their 
assistance  883  visits  were  made  to  the  schools  of  the  county.  Of  this 
number  570  visits  were  made  by  the  superintendent. 

Supervision. 

The  question  of  supervision  is  the  most  difficult  one  which  con- 
fronts us  at  this  time.  From  the  size  of  this  county  it  is  evident  that 
supervision  by  the  county  superintendent  is  out  of  the  question.     The 
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ouly  practical  remedy  is  district  supervision  by  principals  under  the 
county  superintendent.  This  we  have  in  boroughs  throughout  the 
State,  and  it  has  alwajs  seemed  rather  unfair  to  grant  this  privilege 
to  towns  and  refuse  it  to  townships  where  it  is  most  needed.  Both 
are  simply  school  districts  under  the  law,  and  the  rights  and  jiriv- 
ileges  granted  to  the  one  should  be  extended  to  the  other.  Why  this 
distinction  is  made  is  not  very  apparent.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  at- 
tributed to  the  fact  that  boroughs  have  graded  schools  and  may  there- 
fore employ-  principals  to  supervise  them.  This  is  as  illogical  as  it  is 
unjust.  Township  schools  have  courses  of  study  and  are  graded  in 
the  sense  that  ever}'  well  organized  and  well  classified  school,  whether 
of  one  or  of  twenty  rooms,  is  graded. 

The  first  duty  of  a  principal  is  to  grade  the  schools  under  his  su- 
pervision. How  absurd  then  to  hold  that  because  a  school  is  graded 
its  board  ma}'  elect  a  principal  to  grade  it.  How  much  fairer  to  hold 
that  all  districts  are  alike  under  the  law,  that  all  schools  need  super- 
vision, and  that  any  district,  townships  or  borough  may  elect  a  prin- 
cipal for  that  purpose.  And  there  is  just  as  much  law  and  far  more 
logic  and  justice  for  this  opinion  than  for  the  one  which  actually 
makes  a  distinction  in  the  privileges  granted  to  townships  and  bor- 
oughs, by  depriving  the  former  of  a  most  important  one  granted  to 
the  latter. 

New  Buildings. 

Turtle  Creek  erected  a  splendid  brick  at  a  total  cost  including  site 
of  154,000.  It  contains  fourteen  school  rooms,  library  rooms,  a  large 
auditorium,  and  the  necessary  play  rooms,  toilet  rooms  and  offices. 
It  is  heated  by  indirect  steam  heat,  and  fitted  up  with  every  modern 
convenience.  In  the  matter  of  light,  heat  and  ventilation,  it  is  a  per- 
fect model. 

Wilmerding  built  a  fine  pressed  brick,  containing  eight  rooms,  at  a 
cost  of  130,000.     It  is  fitted  up  with  every  modern  convenience. 

Etna  erected  a  splendid  brick  containing  eight  rooms  and  an  ofiice 
at  a  cost  of  |1.5,000.  This  is  one  of  the  best  buildings  for  its  cost  ever 
erected  in  the  county. 

Wilkinsburg  erected  a  three  story  brick,  stone  trimmings,  at  a  cost 
of  150,000.  It  contains  twenty-one  school  rooms  and  is  furnished 
with  the  lastest  improved  heating  and  ventilating  system. 

Mt.  Oliver  is  erecting  a  two  story  brick  with  eight  rooms. 

Duquesne  has  added  four  rooms  to  one  of  its  buildings. 

Sheridan  built  a  four  room  brick. 
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AKMSTKONU  (BOUNTY— W.  M.  Jackson. 


The  schools  of  our  county  continue  to  increase  l»otli  in  number  and 
efficiency.  Many  of  the  houses  have  been  repaired  and  repainted, 
and  furnished  with  modern  furniture  and  shite  black  boards. 

During  the  year  just  closed  we  held  under  the  supervision  of  the 
county  local  institute  committee,  seven  local  institutes  in  different 
parts  of  the  county  which  were  all  well  attended  by  the  teachers  and 
patrons  of  the  schools  of  these  localities.  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  was  again  with  us  at  the 
Leechburg  meeting  and  by  his  earnest  addresses  inspired  the  teachers 
to  greater  efforts  and  w^on  the  esteem  of  our  people.  We  think  that 
these  local  institutes  which  we  have  been  holding  for  years,  have  been 
great  factors  in  advancing  our  schools. 

The  course  of  study  adopted  by  the  superintendent  for  the  district 
schools  of  our  county  has  now  been  placed  in  seventy-six  of  the  town- 
ship and  borough  schools.  A  close  record  is  kept  of  the  standing  of 
all  pupils  where  this  course  is  being  used,  and  it  is  noticeable  that  the 
older  pupils  are  staging  in  school  longer  than  they  do  where  the 
course  has  not  been  put  in.  The  pupils  upon  completing  the  course 
are  examined  by  the  county  superintendent  and  receive  diplomas, 
showing  the  branches  they  have  completed,  with  their  general  aver- 
age in  the  final  examinations.  The  course  has  been  revised  and  an 
effort  will  be  made  to  place  it  in  all  of  the  ungraded  schools. 

Our  county  institute  was  a  pronounced  success,  both  in  attendance 
and  interest.  It  could  not  well  have  lacked  in  interest  with  such  in- 
structors as  Dr.  A,  E.  Winship,  of  Boston,  Superintendent  R.  M.  Mc- 
Neal,  of  Harrisburg,  Dr.  Waller,  of  Indiana,  and  Superintendent  Geo. 
J.  Luckey,  of  Pittsburgh. 

Our  teachers  have  made  a  thorough  study  of  White's  Elements  of 
Pedagogy  during  the  last  year,  and  many  completed  the  course  of 
reading  suggested  by  the  superintendent,  and  thus  we  have  now  a 
class  of  teachers  that  are  striving  to  improve  their  conditions  and  to 
make  the  schools  better. 

The  great  hindrance  to  the  more  rapid  advancement  of  the  schools 
in  some  of  our  districts  has  been  the  determined  effort  on  the  ])art  of 
the  boards  of  directors  to  lower  taxation  by  reducing  teachers'  wages 
as  low  as  possible,  and  by  keeping  the  school  term  at  six  months. 
We  are  glad  to  notice  that  there  is  an  effort  being  made  by  the  more 
progressive  people  in  these  districts  to  have  longer  school  terms  and 
the  teachers  paid  higher  salaries,  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  mention 
improvements  in  this  direction  in  next  year's  report. 

I  desire  to  thank  all  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  success 
of  our  schools  during  the  last  year. 


PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

BEAVER  COUNTY— Chester  A.  Moore, 


During  the  year  two  new  school  houses  were  erected:  one  in  New 
Sewicliley,  and  one  in  Franklin  district.  They  are  commodious,  sup- 
plied with  good  furniture  and  slate  black-boards. 

A  general  overhauling,  where  needed,  throughout  the  county,  was 
indulged  in,  and  the  result  is  that  many  houses  were  repainted,  walls 
and  ceiling  beautifully  papered,  the  grounds  planted  with  young  trees, 
and  other  necessary  improvements  made.  In  some  places  windows 
are  without  blinds,  which  I  trust  will  not  be  the  case  next  term. 

The  International  Dictionary  was  placed  in  many  of  our  schools 
last  year. 

If  each  teacher  will  do  his  duty,  and  keep  a  watchful  care  that  no 
school  property  be  needlessly  destroyed  or  defaced,  he  will,  in  this 
way,  encourage  directors  to  continue  making  necessary  improvements 
and  beautifying  school  surroundings. 

The  school  boards  were  somewhat  embarrassed  by  not  getting  the 
State  appropriation  much  earlier  than  they  did.  Times  have  been 
hard  in  this  county,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  for  a  few  years,  and  it  is 
very  difficult  to  collect  the  taxes  levied  as  soon  as  needed;  and  if  the 
appropriation  is  withheld,  it  is  impossible  to  meet  expenses.  Frank- 
lin township  was  compelled  to  shorten  the  term  from  seven  to  six 
months  for  this  reason.  If  an  arrangement  could  be  made  by  which 
the  State  Treasurer  would  be  required  to  pay  the  appropriation  within 
a  reasonable  time,  instead  of  distributing  it  among  banks,  it  would 
be  a  great  accommodation  to  the  different  districts — and  at  the  same 
time  dispel  the  existing  suspicion  that  it  is  withheld  for  speculative 
purposes. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  of  Monaca  gave  an  entertainment  during 
the  winter,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  school  library.  About 
|135  were  realized,  which,  if  judiciously  expended,  will  be  an  excellent 
addition  to  their  already  well  equipped  school. 

Rochester  has  for  several  years  employed  a  special  teacher  in  music, 
and  for  general  good  singing  that  school  takes  the  lead.  Last  year 
Beaver  added  to  its  corps  a  special  teacher  in  music,  and  the  board  is 
well  pleased  with  the  result. 

We  believe  more  singing  throughout  the  county,  and  less  bell-ring- 
ing, hand-clapping  and  military  drill  would  be  a  desirable  and  bene- 
ficial change. 

An  epidemic  of  measles  interfered  with  the  attendance  in  many 
schools.  In  some  districts  every  man,  woman  and  child  that  had  not 
previoiisly  had  them  were  afflicted  this  year. 

The  Teachers'  Association  continued  holding  its  meetings  regularly 
each  month.     A  greater  interest  was  shown,  and  an  increased  attend- 
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auce  over  last  year.  However,  niauy  teachers  who  need  help  most  are 
couspicuously  abseut.  Such  teachers  usually  progress  very  slowly,  if 
they  progress  at  all;  and  the  only  time  they  show  any  activity  is  about 
two  or  three  weeks  belore  the  examination,  when  they  begin  "stuf- 
fing'' for  the  occasion.  As  big  boys  at  a  feast,  who,  not  being  used  to 
anything  but  a  very  light  diet  at  home,  "cram"  themselves  with  all  the 
good  things  within  their  reach,  but  unfortunately  are  unable  to  di- 
gest what  they  have  swallowed,  get  but  very  little  strength  from  their 
gluttonous  meal;  so,  the  teacher  who  spends  three  or  four  evenings 
each  week  from  September  until  March,  in  hilarious  living,  getting 
but  little  mental  food  during  all  this  time,  cannot  assimilate  and  get 
teaching  strength  by  "cramming,"  and  endeavoring  to  swallow  in  a 
few  days  such  facts  as  might  be  asked  by  the  superintendent. 

This  sort  of  "hot-house"  preparation  should  be  discountenanced  by 
every  educational  institution  in  the  county. 

An  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  on  August  16-17, 1897,  con- 
ducted wholly  by  home  talent.  The  sessions  were  well  attended  by 
the  best  and  most  progressive  teachers,  and  we  think  the  work  which 
was  done  proved  very  helpful  to  all  who  were  present. 

Sixteen  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  winter,  and  all  largely 
patronized. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  during  the  last  week  of  De- 
cember. From  the  opening  session  until  the  close  every  seat  in  the 
court  room  was  occupied,  and  a  great  many  were  unable  to  get  within 
the  outer  halls,  so  large  was  the  crowd.  The  self  reporting  system 
was  continued,  and  gave  excellent  satisfaction.  One  very  pleasing 
feature  of  the  institute  was  the  great  number  of  older  citizens  who  at- 
tended each  session.  Nothing  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  work  done 
by  our  instructors  was  inspiring  and  helpful,  and  along  right  lines, 
so  much  as  to  see  these  representative  citizens  showing  their  un- 
bounded interest  throughout  the  entire  institute. 

The  directors  attended  unusually  well.  At  their  morning  session 
on  Wednesday  they  discussed  questions  of  special  interest,  among 
which  was  the  advisability  of  adopting  a  course  of  study  for  the  rural 
schools.  After  considering  the  subject  in  a  most  practical  way,  they 
recommended  the  adoption,  by  the  different  boards,  of  the  revised 
Illinois  course  of  study. 

Our  directors  are  to  be  commended  for  the  great  sacrifice  and  effort 
they  make  to  attend  these  annual  institutes.  Some  come  fifteen  to 
twenty  miles.  We  believe  that  justice  demands  that  they  should  re- 
ceive a  reasonable  amount  of  pay  for  at  least  two  days  attendance  at 
these  meetings.  They  not  only  lose  their  time,  but  those  from  the 
rural  districts  are  at  considerable  outlay  for  boarding,  horse-feed,  or 
car  fare,  etc.  We  hope  that  in  the  near  future  our  legislators  will 
do  for  our  school  directors  what  they  desire  the  people  to  for  them, 
viz.,  pay  them  for  service  rendered. 
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To  all  who  helped  advance  the  educational  work  of  the  county,  and 
bestowed  so  many  courtesies  and  favors  upon  me  during  the  year,  I 
express  my  sincere  thanks. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY— C.  J.  Potts. 


I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  my  eighth  annual  report 
of  the  schools  of  Bedford  county.  Its  history  in  many  respects,  is  but 
a  repetition  of  the  histor}^  of  former  years.  Many  who  were  helpers 
in  former  years  have  retired  from  the  service  and  new  ones  have  taken 
their  place.  A  few  have  answered  roll  call  "across  the  river,"  and  we 
shall  know  them  here  no  more.  Nothwithstanding  all  the  changes  in 
teachers,  in  directors,  in  methods  and  in  appliances,  perceptible  pro- 
gress has  been  made.  There  have  been  no  backward  steps  in  the  work 
except  "in  teachers"  wages. 

Although  we  may  not  always  see  why  certain  results  grow  out  of 
efforts  put  forth,  why  opposition  meets  us  where  we  had  hoped  to  have 
kindly  sympathy,  antagonism  where  we  had  hoped  to  have  hearty  co- 
operation, it  is  not  for  us  to  be  discouraged.  We  believe  that  good 
results  have  always,  in  the  end,  grown  out  of  well  directed  and  earnest 
labor. 

For  years  we  have  been  asking  for  better  teachers;  for  teachers 
who  know  children,  who  know  the  laws  of  the  mind  and  are  willing  to 
act  on  that  knowledge.  Teachers  are  slowly  improving.  Directors 
are  beginning  to  employ  the  best  material  at  hand.  Very  many 
teachers  have  been  away  attending  higher  schools,  thus  fitting  them- 
selves for  the  w^ork.  The  tenure  of  office  is  tending  to  permanency. 
There  are  teachers  in  the  county  who  have  not  changed  places  for 
eight  years.  There  are  districts  that  have  not  made  an  unnecessary 
change  for  four  years.  There  is  one  district  that  has  not  made  a  single 
change  for  three  years.  Another  with  twelve  teachers  has  made  but 
one  change  in  four  years. 

With  laudable  ambition  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  to  do  better 
work,  watli  directors  electing  and  retaining  the  best  teachers,  with 
thoughtful  reading  of  the  best  educational  papers  and  other  works  on 
education,  w'ith  the  help  coming  to  teachers  from  the  reading  circle 
and  local  institute,  wdth  educational  meetings  molding  public  senti- 
ment, with  public  libraries  giving  to  the  children  advantages  of  which 
w^e  in  our  boyhood  days  never  dreamed,  why  should  progress  not  be 
marked? 

For  the  year  just  closed  there  were  employed  in  the  county  333 
teachers.     Of  these,  200  were  male  and  133  female.     Three  hundred 
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and  thirty-four  provisional  certificates  were  issued;  forty-one  who 
lauglit,  held  professional  certificates;  forty,  State  Normal  diplomas; 
eighteen,  permanent  certificates;  nine  were  graduates  of  colleges  and 
thirty  four  attended  State  Normal,  but  did  not  graduate.  Two  hun 
dred  and  thirty-eight  report  themselves  as  having  been  educated  in  the 
common  schools  or  in  local  Normal  schools. 

The  average  age  of  teachers  is  twenty-six.  The  average  salary  of 
male  teachers  |34.72;  of  female  teachers  $27.56.  The  average  salary 
of  male  teachers  in  the  State  is  $43.72;  of  female  teachers  $38.11. 
There  are  fifty  counties  in  the  State  paying  better  salaries  than  we 
pay. 

A  question  of  vital  importance  to  each  taxpayer  in  the  county,  one 
that  merits  the  careful  thought,  not  only  of  the  directors  but  of  the 
people  as  well,  one  upon  which  all  the  light  possible  should  be  thrown 
because  of  its  great  importance  is  "Are  we  paying  enough  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  children  of  Bedford  county?" 

Last  year  we  paid  our  teachers,  including  the  time  at  county  insti- 
tute, |G1,444.74.  Subtract  from  this  the  State  appropriation,  |38,- 
608.95,  and  we  find  that  the  teachers  cost  us  $22,837.79.  We  paid  by 
taxation  but  $53,582.30  to  run  our  schools  for  six,  seven  or  eight 
months.  Taking  into  account  all  monies  expended  on  the  public 
schools  for  all  purposes,  building,  heating,  repairing,  teachers'  sala- 
ries and  textbooks  and  supplies,  pay  of  secretaries,  collectors  and 
treasurers,  and  the  schools  cost  us  considerably  less  than  one  dollar 
per  child  per  month. 

We  own  a  county  farm  that  cost  $9,000.  The  contract  price  of  the 
house  on  the  farm  was  $46,800.  For  the  keeping  of  88  paupers  in  that 
building  the  county  commissioners  pay  to  the  poor  directors  $11,500. 
Assuming  that  the  farm  will  pay  all  outside  aid  given  to  the  poor, 
each  pauper  in  the  building  costs  us  $130.  The  average  pay  of  a 
teacher  for  the  year  in  the  county  was  $196.  There  are  teachers,  how- 
ever, w'ho  get  materially  more  than  that  figure.  There  are  teachers 
who  get  but  $126  for  the  year's  work.  That  is,  there  were  teachers 
teaching  children  in  Bedford  county  in  the  year  of  grace,  1897,  for  four 
dollars  less  per  year  than  it  cost  the  county  to  keep  one  pauper.  It 
does  not  take  much  preparation  to  be  a  pauper  and  it  does  take  some 
work  to  become  even  a  poor  teacher.  I  am  not  saying  that  we  spend 
too  much  on  the  county  house,  I  am  simply  stating  facts,  facts  that  can 
be  gathered  by  anyone  who  will  take  the  time  to  do  it,  and  it  is  for  you 
to  draw  your  own  conclusion. 

To  employ  cheap  labor  is  not  always  a  sign  of  wisdom.  It  may  be 
and  often  is  the  opposite  of  economy.  True  economy  consists  in  pay- 
ing fair  prices  for  goods  purchased  or  for  service  rendered.  A  teacher 
willing  to  teach  for  a  series  of  years  at  twenty  dollars  a  month  is 
costly  at  that  price.     An  individual  worth  one  hundred  dollars  a 
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month  will  not  long  be  permitted  to  remain  in  a  twenty  dollar  position. 
By  paying  poor  wages  we  drive  out  of  the  profession  the  skilled 
teacher  or  else  he  goes  where  good  work  is  appreciated  and  compen- 
sated. An  individual  may  love  the  work,  but  he  owes  a  duty  to  his 
family  that  can  be  met  only  by  securing  for  them  the  necessaries  of 
life.     These  are  not  bought  but  with  cold  cash. 

Because  of  this  starving  out  process,  we  are  obliged  to  be  continu- 
ally filling  up  our  ranks  with  inexperienced  and  consequently  incom- 
petent teachers.  True  economy  would  pay  good  teachers  living 
wages — wages  that  will  induce  them  to  stay  in  the  profession.  The 
absurd  idea,  that  we  are  practicing  economy  by  withholding  from  the 
child  the  ability  to  earn  a  competency  that  we  may  give  to  him  a  com- 
petency when  we  die,  seems  to  be  prevalent.  It  is  not  only  better  for 
the  world  at  large  but  infinitely  better  for  the  child  to  so  educate  him 
that  he  may  earn  for  himself  a  competency  when  he  grows  to  man- 
hood, than  to  will  him  a  fortune  if  he  has  not  the  ability  to  care  for  it 
when  he  has  it.  What  folly  it  is,  at  this  age  of  the  world,  to  deprive  a 
child  of  that  educational  ability  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  life  and 
conquer  them!  What  better  fortune  does  any  child  need  to  have? 
And  yet  to  give  our  child  that  preparation  we  are  spending  one  dollar 
a  month  for  six  months  in  the  year. 

It  must  not  be  assumed,  however,  that  we  believe  that  the  object  of 
an  education  is  to  fit  the  individual  solely  to  make  money.  Such  is  not 
the  fact.  We  believe  that  character  building  is  the  true  work  of  the 
school. 

All  other  objects  of  education  sink  to  nothingness  when  compared 
with  this  one  of  character  building.  Each  lesson,  to  be  a  true  lesson, 
must  have  its  place  in  the  formation  of  character. 

Local  Supervision. 

The  secretary's  work  in  many  districts  has  so  greatly  increased  that 
he  needs  a  helper.  Local  supervision  is  becoming  a  necessity  in  some 
districts  if  schools  are  to  progress  and  if  we  are  to  get  the  greatest 
amount  of  good  out  of  our  schools.  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
a  secretary,  in  districts  where  there  are  from  ten  to  twenty  schools, 
can  attend  to  all  the  work  that  the  law  contemplates  should  be  done. 
A  list  of  the  names  of  the  children  coming  under  the  compulsory  law 
is  to  be  furnished  each  teacher  at  the  opening  of  school;  parents  of 
children  not  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  are  to  be 
notified  or  seen  personally  each  month,  truant  children  are  to  be 
looked  after;  teachers'  reports  are  to  be  carefully  examined,  corrected 
and  approved;  school  houses  are  to  be  examined  and  necessary  re- 
pairs reported  to  the  school  board;  the  law  in  reference  to  outbuild- 
ings is  to  be  enforced;  supplies  are  to  be  furnished  and  accounted  for; 
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books  are  to  bo  ordeivd,  marked,  and  taken  to  the  teachers;  old  books 
are  to  be  examined  and,  siuh  as  are  unlit  for  use,  are  to  be  condemned 
and  destroyed  or  disposed  of  and  such  as  are  unfit  for  use  are  to  be 
counted  and  char*;('d  to  tlic  scliool  to  which  they  belonj?  with  the  sup- 
ply of  new  books  furnished;  each  school  as  the  law  contemplates,  is  to 
be  visited  at  least  monthly;  these  are  but  a  few  of  the  things  that  de- 
volve upon  a  secretary.  Is  it  not  unreasonable  to  ask  so  much  work 
of  an}'  secretary  for  the  pay  he  receives?  As  has  been  proven  by 
Broad  Top  township,  there  is  enough  work  for  one  man,  enough  to 
keep  one  busy  every  day  of  the  term  and,  in  addition,  for  two  weeks 
before  and  two  weeks  after  school  closes.  The  advantages  of  having 
a  skilled  teacher  do  this  work  more  than  comi)ensates  for  the  addi- 
tional expense. 

Improvements. 

Each  district  in  the  county  has  done  something  toward  improving 
the  schools.  In  some  districts  but  little,  in  others  much.  Too  much 
space  would  be  taken  to  call  attention  to  all  the  improvements. 

Bedford  borough  furnished  two  rooms  with  good  furniture;  Broad 
Top,  two;  King,  one;  Monroe,  one;  Providence  East,  four. 

King  township  built  and  furnished  a  two  roomed  building,  for 
$526.70;  Liberty  a  four  roomed  brick  cased  house,  for  |3,074;  Mann  a 
one  roomed  frame,  for  |380;  Monroe,  one  for  |344;  Napier  two,  for 
1797;  Union  one,  for  |365. 

The  enrollment  has  fallen  off  twenty-nine,  but  the  average  attend- 
ance has  increased  fifty-five.  The  small  increase  is  due  to  epidemic 
of  measles.  There  is  a  seeming  loss  of  2,497  in  pupils  over  16  years  of 
age.  It  is  only  a  seeming  loss  and  is  due  to  a  change  in  the  way  of 
counting  made  necessary  by  the  change  in  the  law. 

Teachers  holding  State  Normal  diplomas  increased  four;  holding 
permanent  certificates  four;  while  the  number  holding  professional 
certificates  dropped  ten,  and  college  graduates  increased  six. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  is  seven.  Male  teachers  in- 
creased 12;  female,  two;  the  number  of  pupils  attending  every  day 
increased  352;  the  number  of  sessions  of  local  institute  attended  by 
teachers  grew  from  1,505  to  1,887;  the  number  of  visits  by  patrons 
from  7,601  to  11,458;  directors'  visits  from  1,007  to  1,103;  there  were 
but  forty  schools  not  visited  by  directors  as  against  forty-eight  last 
year. 

Many  schools  have  the  nucleus  of  a  library  to  which  a  few  carefully 
selected  books  are  being  added  each  year.  Pleasantville  partitioned 
off  a  small  room  in  the  hall  to  be  used  as  a  library  room.  The  largest 
school  libraries  in  the  county  are  now  at  Bedford,  Everett,  Saxton 
and  Pleasantville. 

Examinations  for  grndnntinn  woi-e  held  in  twentv-six  districts.  One 
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hundred  and  fifteen  applicants  were  examined.  To  ninety  of  these, 
diplomas  were  granted.  Twenty-five  were  high  school  graduates,  the 
others  were  from  district  schools.  In  addition  to  these,  a  few  were 
examined  in  some  of  the  higher  branches.  In  such  cases,  when  the  re- 
sults of  the  examinations  justified  it,  these  branches  were  named  on 
the  diplomas  granted  on  a  former  occasion. 

County  Institute. 

Of  the  317  teachers  at  work  in  our  schools,  310  attended  county  in- 
stitute. The  average  attendance  was  301).  The  total  cost  of  the  in- 
stitute was  |912.3o;  total  receipts  |1,007.87;  leaving  a  balance  on  hand 
of  -f9o.52.  About  fifty  directors  attended  the  sessions,  a  few  for  the 
full  week,  others  but  for  a  day  or  two. 

The  audience  room  was  well  filed  at  each  session  with  an  attentive 
audience. 

The  officers  and  committeemen  appointed  were  as  follows: 

Vice  presidents,  D.  C.  Stunkard,  C.  H.  Bucher,  L.  J.  McGregor;  sec- 
letaries,  Nettie  D.  Spidel,  Amanda  L.  Bennett;  time  clerks,  A.  S. 
Guyer,  Gervaise  Wertz;  enrolling  clerk,  J.  R.  Irvine;  doorkeepers, 
F.  R.  Nelson,  J.  R.  Irvine;  committee  on  resolutions,  David  F.  Enoch, 
F.  B.  Hetrick,  Clara  Rinard,  Charles  R.  Mock,  O.  S.  Kagarise,  S.  B. 
Hartle,  Grace  Penrose;  auditing  committee,  J.  A.  Wright,  H.  H.  Brum- 
baugh, E.  S.  Ling;  teachers'  reading,  C.  H.  Bucher,  Wm.  Steele,  L.  J. 
McGregor,  G.  S.  Smith,  Levi  H.  Walter,  J.  Frank  Raine,  Viola  V. 
Rose;  permanent  certificate  committee,  C.  H.  Bucher,  Margaret  Mc- 
Cleery,  David  F.  Enoch  (appointed  by  the  State  Superintendent);  mes- 
senger, George  F.  Guyer;  memorial  committee,  S.  M.  Freet,  H.  M. 
Hanks,  J.  J.  Tipton. 

The  day  instructors  were  Charles  C.  Rounds,  Ph.  D.,  New  York  City ; 
Homer  B.  Sprague,  Ph.  D.,  East  Orange,  N.  J.;  Charles  C.  Ellis  of 
Juniata  College;  Samuel  Hamilton,  superintendent  of  schools,  Alle- 
gheny county.  Pa.,  and  L.  E.  McGinnes,  superintendent  of  schools 
Steelton,  Pa. 

Prof.  C.  M.  Parker,  of  Binghampton,  N.  Y.;  L.  Durbin  Shuck,  and 
Ettie  V.  Shires  of  Bedford,  had  charge  of  the  music. 

The  evening  audiences  were  entertained  by  the  New  York  Male 
Quartette,  Judge  Alfred  Ellison,  Bishop  C.  H.  Fowler  and  Col.  H.  W. 
J.  Ham. 

Parents,  directors  and  teachers  have  mutual  interests.  Many  of 
our  teachers  are  beginners.  At  least  one-fifth  of  Hiem  have  never 
taught.  They  begin  the  work  with  energy  and  zeal.  For  a  while  they 
labor  earnestly.  Discouragements  unlooked  for  come.  They  need 
the  hearty  help  of  parents  and  directors.  If  they  do  not  get  this,  their 
energy  weakens,  their  enthusiasm  wanes,  and  carelessness  or  indiiTer- 
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ciice  prevails.  This  sliouJd  nut  bv,  Ixil  aiiv  onv  ul  iis  can  do  ln'iicr 
work  if  a  hearty  word  of  cheer  comes  to  us  occasionally. 

I'aiciils  fail  to  see  their  own  advantages  when  they  stand  aloof 
from  the  schools.  The  parent's  help  is  needed  to  make  i\ut  school  a 
success.  In  short,  parents,  directors,  and  teachers  sliould  be  co- 
laborers.  The  teacher  who  fails  to  secure  the  sym^iathy  of  the  patrons 
is  by  so  much  failing;  the  parent  who  fails  to  assist  the  teacher  by 
kindly  word  or  act,  by  so  much  hinders  the  progress  of  his  child.  The 
director  who  fails  to  do  for  the  schools  what  should  be  done  is  out  of 
place  in  the  ollice  he  holds,  and  becomes  a  hindrance  to  the  cause  he 
is  morally  bound  to  advance. 

We  would  not  close,  however,  without  thanking  directors,  teachers, 
patrons,  the  press  and  the  Department  for  their  earnest  efforts  to  ad- 
vance the  cause  of  public  education. 

The  marked  success  of  the  past  year  has  been  attained  by  united 
efforts,  each  in  his  own  place  doing  his  best. 


BERKS  COUNTY— E.  M.  Kapp. 


Notw  ithstanding  the  general  business  depression,  a  sluggish  school 
sentiment  and  a  spirit  of  conservatism,  a  reasonable  degree  of  pro- 
gress has  been  made  along  educational  lines  during  the  past  school 
year.  All  tilings  are  not  entirely  satisfactory.  Two  districts  short- 
ened the  school  terms  and  fully  half  a  dozen  districts  made  slight  re- 
ductions in  salaries. 

Brief  terms  and  low  salaries  are  sure  detriments  to  efficiency.  No 
one  can  expect  to  get  good  teaching  talent  for  twenty-five  or  thirty 
dollars  a  month  for  six  months  a  year.  There  is  no  economy  so  pe- 
nurious, and  no  policy  so  intolerably  mean,  as  that  by  which  districts 
cut  down  to  the  starvation  point  the  wages  of  worthy  men  and  women 
who  are  giving  their  time  and  strength  to  teaching. 

In  a  measure  the  teachers  themselves  are  to  blame  for  being  under- 
paid, small  as  the  salaries  are  it  is  still  sufficient  to  attract  a  dozen 
applicants  for  every  vacancy.  The  teacher's  a^-erage  pay  is  simply  the 
average  market  price  of  the  teacher's  work,  and  like  all  other  market 
values,  is  the  result  of  supply  and  demand.  There  is  an  overplus  of 
mediocre  teachers  in  this  county. 

In  many  schools  the  chief  aim  is  to  fit  the  most  advanced  pupils  for 
passing  the  county  teachers'  examination.  Where  the  term  is  short 
"select"  schools,  ''academies,"  "summer  normal"  schools  are  opened 
in  spring  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing  these  pupils  for  the 
teachers'  examinations.  As  a  result  the  teaching  force  of  many  dis- 
tricts is  mainly  composed  of  boys  and  girls  on  the  divide  between 
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cliiiuliuod  and  manhood,  immature,  inexperienced,  and  lacking  in 
scholarship.  Many  of  them  prattling  about  topics  of  instruction  as 
children  babble  about  their  toys.  By  united  effort  teachers  might  do 
much  to  prevent  this  ruinous  competition  in  their  profession.  Let  the 
teachers  give  this  matter  thoughtful  attention,  use  their  influence  to- 
wards a  wider  difference  between  the  work  of  the  school  and  the  re- 
quirements of  the  county  teachers'  examination.  By  offering  better 
service,  teachers  ma^'  get  better  pay.  The  present  plan  of  letting 
young  men  and  women  into  the  profession  and  seeking  afterward  to 
educate  them  seems  supreme  folly.  Such  is  really  the  policy  followed. 
If  not,  what  then  mean  our  institutes,  summer  normal  schools,  read- 
ing circles  and  provisional  certificates? 

School  Buildings. 

Four  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year  including  a  two 
story,  six-roomed  building  at  Birdsboro.  This  building  is  suppplied 
with  all  the  modern  improvements  including  the  Smead-Wills  system 
of  heating  and  ventilating.  It  costs  |17,000  and  reflects  credit  on  the 
directors  and  the  people  of  the  borough. 

Penn  and  Jefferson  erected  model  one-roomed  buildings  with  all 
modern  appliances.  Nearly  all  of  the  boroughs  and  larger  towns 
have  buildings,  equal  to  the  best  in  the  State  in  construction,  sur- 
roundings and  modern  conveniences. 

Many  of  the  townships  have  also  good  school  buildings,  properly 
located,  well  furnished  and  equipped. 

Parents'  and  Patrons'  Day. 

In  order  to  arouse  the  indifference  and  apathy  of  the  public,  No- 
vember 19  was  set  apart  as  "parents'  and  patrons'  day."  The  result 
was  very  gratifying  as  nearly  5,000  people  visited  the  schools  on  that 
day  in  the  county. 

The  special  exercises  for  the  day  consisted  of  songs,  recitations,  es- 
says and  dialogues  bearing  upon  the  home  life,  and  inculcation  of  per- 
sonal virtues.  In  several  districts  where  the  population  is  scarce  the 
school  houses  far  apart  and  where  apathy  and  indifference  brood  like 
a  thick  cloud  over  the  community,  the  parents  were  conspicuously  ab- 
sent. That  the  parents  must  be  interested  in  the  work  of  the  school 
is  now  seen  to  be  an  axiom  by  many  teachers  and  they  are  moving 
accordingly.  What  can  we  do  more  than  we  are  doing  to  arouse  an 
intelligent  enthusiasm  in  behalf  of  better  schools? 

Township  Graduation. 

Thirty-six  townships  out  of  forty-three  adopted  the  ''graded"  course 
of  study  and  all  that  was  claimed  for  the  system  has  been  fully  real- 
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i/t'd.  It  iiuiiks  a  new  era  iu  the  history  of  our  oue-teachcr  schools. 
The  fouudatiou  piiuciples  underlying  the  system  are  sound  both  as  to 
theory  and  fact.  The  requirements  for  graduation  were  strictly  ad- 
hered to  as  seventy-two  failed  at  the  final  examinations  and  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  received  diplomas. 

Ontelaunee  township  in  order  to  secure  better  opportunities  for 
those  who  graduate,  brings  them  into  a  central  school-township  high 
school,  the  first  iu  the  county.  This  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction 
and  will  result  in  increasing  the  etficiency  of  the  schools  of  that  town- 
ship very  materially.  Such  arrangements  would  be  appreciated  in 
other  townships. 

Blanli  Reports. 

Blank  reports  were  furnished  to  all  the  teachers  of  the  county  in 
which  to  report  to  the  superintendent  and  secretaries  of  their  respec- 
tive school  boards,  the  condition  and  needs  of  their  respective  schools 
as  well  as  the  classification  and  efficiency  of  the  pupils.  Without 
them,  a  new  teacher,  usually  a  novice,  is  compelled  to  make  a  reclassi- 
fication of  the  school  resulting  in  a  great  loss  of  time.  Next  to  the  in- 
telligent enthusiastic  skillful  teacher,  the  system  of  county  grading 
with  its  records,  reports  and  diplomas  will  be  found  a  most  effective 
stimulus  to  arouse  and  foster  a  love  for  school. 

Consolidation  and  Centralization. 

In  a  circular  letter  to  the  directors  of  the  county,  we  heartily 
favored  and  suggested  the  transportation  of  pupils  to  graded  schools 
at  central  points  as  one  of  the  solutions  to  the  country  school  problem, 
and  where  transportation  of  the  whole  school  was  not  feasible  we 
recommended  the  concentration  of  higher  grade  pupils  at  a  central 
point.  Many  districts  are  obliged  to  support  schools  in  which  the 
number  of  pupils  is  so  limited  that  good  work  is  not  possible.  Ninety- 
seven  districts  in  this  county  have  an  enrollment  of  25  pupils  or  less, 
21  districts  an  enrollment  of  15  pupils  or  less.  In  the  21  districts  at 
least  10  schools  could  be  closed  without  detriment.  It  is  perfectly 
true  that  the  consolidation  remedy  cannot  be  universally  applied  be- 
cause physical  and  social  conditions  often  forbid,  but  it  can  be  applied 
on  a  grand  scale  with  the  largest  promise  of  success.  Its  practica- 
bility has  been  demonstrated  in  Australia,  the  New  England  States, 
New  Jersey  and  Ohio.  It  would  be  a  reform  in  the  interests  of  both 
economy  and  efficiency.  It  sometimes  happens  that  the  teaching  may 
be  very  much  improved  by  the  transfer  of  two  or  three  of  the  pupils  of 
the  higher  grades  who  consume  much  of  the  teacher's  time.  By 
transportation  of  these  two  or  three  pupils  to  the  central  school  the 
teacher  thus  relieved  finds  time  for  much  better  instruction  of  the 
pupils  in  the  lower  grades  who  remain  under  his  charge.     This  plan 
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has  beeu  followed  for  years  in  Long  i^wamp  Township  with  excellent 
satisfaction.  This  township  maintains  three  central  grammar  schools 
which  accommodate  all  the  advanced  pupils  of  its  18  schools.  Primary 
schools  are  conveniently  located  in  different  parts  of  the  tow^nship  for 
the  younger  pupils.  The  different  boroughs  in  the  county  receive? 
large  sums  of  money  in  tuition  from  non-resident  pupils  from  the  ad- 
joining townships,  notably,  Bernville,  Boyertown  and  Hamburg. 

Thus  the  idea  of  centralizing  and  more    thoroughly    grading  the 
schools  is  gaining  ground  rapidly. 


BLAIR  COUNTY— Henry  S.  Wertz. 


The  last  school  year  was  not  eventful  but  was  fraught  with  interest 
and  encouragement.  Applicants  for  positions  as  teachers  were  more 
numerous  than  any  other  year  since  our  incumbency  to  this  oflflce. 
Our  school  boards  invariably  endeavored  to  select  the  best  talent  from 
the  numerous  applicants  and  the  work  done  among  our  schools  indi- 
cated that  the  judgment  used  in  the  selection  of  teachers  was  good. 
We  sympathized  with  the  many  worthy  applicants  who  necessarily 
failed  to  secure  positions. 

The  day  for  the  selection  of  teachers  is  the  most  important  day  in 
the  school  year.  If  good  teachers  are  selected,  the  success  of  the 
schools  with  the  usual  support  of  directors  and  patrons  is  insured.  If 
inelHcient  teachers  are  selected,  all  the  help  that  directors  and  patrons 
can  contribute  will  likely  end  in  dismal  failure.  Hence  the  work  of 
this  day  should  be  conscientiously  and  carefully  done. 

"As  the  teacher  is,  so  the  school  will  be,"  is  in  the  main  true.  Fav- 
oritism and  all  considerations  foreign  to  the  best  interests  of  the  chil- 
dren should  be  set  aside.  We  have  observed  that  districts  paying  the 
most  liberal  salaries  always  have  the  best  and  most  material  from 
which  to  select  teachers.  Economy  is  commendable  in  all  things  and 
the  most  possible  should  be  gotten  for  money  expended.  But  low 
wages  to  teachers  often  result  in  a  waste  of  the  money  expended,  and 
the  saddest  feature  of  such  waste  is  the  loss  of  precious  time  to  school 
children.  A  course  of  professional  reading  was  adopted  for  our 
county  last  year.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  our  teachers  generally 
studied  the  course  with  a  zest  that  had  a  telling  effect  for  good  in  the 
schools. 

The  committee  in  adopting  this  course  had  no  desire  to  burden  the 
teachers  with  extra  work,  but  the  sole  purpose  was  to  uplift  the 
teachers  professionally  and  consequently  secure  more  effective  school 
room  work.     A  nucleus  to  school  room  libraries  has  been  established 
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ill  a  miiubt'i'  of  our  scboolK.  We  hope  ilic  diiy  is  iiol  lar  distant  wheu 
good  books  of  reference  may  Ik*  toiiiid  in  all  our  schools  for  llie  advant- 
age of  our  school  girls  and  boys.  Teachers'  local  insiilules  were  held 
in  nearly  every  district  of  the  county.  These  meetings  were  well  at- 
tended by  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  and  aroused  interest  in 
school  work  that  possibly  could  not  have  beeji  awakened  in  any  other 
way.  These  meetings  not  only  resulted  in  professional  growth  to  the 
teachers,  but  gave  patrons  a  broader  view  of  the  importance  of  public 
school  work  which  leads  to  more  hearty  support  on  the  part  of  patrons. 

The  county  institute  compared  favorably  with  any  former  institute 
held  in  the  county.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  W.  A.  Mowry,  Hyde 
I'ark;  Dr.  D.  (J.  Murphy,  Slippery  Kock;  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Shippens- 
burg,  and  Prof.  J.  T.  \Vhittaker,  Lock  Hayen. 

The  instruction  of  these  gentlemen  was  supplemented  by  local 
talent  and  many  of  our  teachers  who  contributed  valuable  papers  and 
discussions  to  the  week's  instruction.  Directors'  day  was  unusually 
interesting  and  beneficial.  The  forenoon  session  was  held  separately 
and  restricted  to  directors  only.  This  resulted  in  free  and  general 
discussions  of  important  topics  relating  directors'  work.  The  plan 
was  generally  approved  by  all  present. 

New  houses  were  built  in  Greenfield  and  Logan  townships.  Both 
houses  are  well  planned,  substantially  constructed  and  furnished  with 
modern  equipments. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the 
county  press  and  the  general  public  for  the  help  contributed  and 
courtesies  extended. 


BRADFOKD  COUNTY— H.  S.  Putnam. 


At  tlie  last  meeting  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association,  the  remark 
was  made  "That  every  superintendent  in  making  his  report  to  the 
State  Superintendent  is  careful  to  mention  that  great  improvement 
has  been  made;''  therefore  following  the  usual  custom,  it  behooves  me 
to  say,  that  I  have  noticed  general  progress  in  the  schools  under  my 
jurisdiction  during  the  past  year.  As  a  rule  our  teachers  profit  by  the 
instruction  given  at  the  county  institute,  by  the  help  received  from 
educational  papers  and  works  on  teaching,  and  their  schools  furnish 
witness  of  their  progress.  The  evidence  of  the  school  paper  is  es- 
pecially noticeable  in  the  rural  schools,  where  in  many  districts  the 
walls  of  the  school  buildings  are  adorned  by  pictures  of  the  homes  of 
the  great  American  poets  and  authors,  and  places  of  historical  interest. 
2-6-98 
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Much  more  attention  is  given  to  the  decoration  of  the  school  room,  and 
the  teaching  of  manners  and  morals  to  the  children  than  in  former 
years. 

While  we  have  not  as  yet  succeeded  in  any  great  extent  in  consoli- 
dating schools,  yet  in  many  townships  in  Bradford  county  are  found 
schools  with  two  grades.  In  some  cases  higher  branches  are  taught 
in  the  upper  grade.  Public  sentiment  is  developing  in  favor  of  con- 
solidation, and  I  think  in  the  near  future  much  will  be  done  in  this  di- 
rection. The  compulsory  school  law  is  now  quite  generally  enforced 
and  has  been  productive  of  very  good  restults.  There  is  a  noticeable 
improvement  in  the  manner  in  which  directors  are  spending  the  school 
money.  The  chart  men  have  taught  them  a  lesson  that  they  will  not 
soon  forget.  I  am  able  to  report  12  schools  as  having  been  supplied 
with  furniture  during  the  past  year,  and  in  my  visitation  I  am  pleased 
to  find  a  great  deal  of  slate  blackboard.  Nothing  is  more  necessary 
to  a  school  room  than  good  blackboards,  and  no  school  board  can  af- 
ford to  purchase  an  inferior  article,  when  it  costs  so  little  to  get  good 
slate  boards,  which  will  last  for  all  time.  Greater  care  should  be  ex- 
ercised for  the  protection  of  school  property.  In  some  districts  school 
houses  are  sadly  defaced,  and  the  outward  appearance  is  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  work  that  is  supposed  to  be  done  inside.  The  law  re- 
lating to  the  destruction  of  property  should  be  rigidly  enforced,  and 
directors  should  so  far  as  possible,  at  the  end  of  each  school  year  re- 
move all  defacements  so  that  when  the  new  year  begins,  the  teacher 
may  be  better  able  to  protect  the  property,  by  knowing  where  to  place 
the  responsibility  should  any  further  damage  occur.  The  use  of  school 
houses  for  other  than  school  purposes  is  the  source  of  consid- 
erable trouble,  and  it  would  be  well  if  our  laws  were  more  explicit  on 
this  question.  The  Bradford  county  annual  teachers'  institute  con- 
vened at  Towanda,  October  11,  1897,  and  continued  five  days,  closing 
with  a  concert  on  Friday  evening. 

The  following  persons  were  present  and  gave  valuable  instruction: 
Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Pennsylvania;  Hon. 
Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Pennsylvania;  Dr.  M. 
G.  Brumbaugh,  University  of  Pennsylvania;  O.  T.  Corson,  School 
Commissioner,  Ohio;  Prof.  F.  H.  Green,  West  Chester;  Dr.  Byron 
King,  School  of  Oratory,  Pittsburgh;  Prof.  H.  E.  Coggswell,  Bing- 
hampton  Schools;  Principal  I.  F.  Stetler,  Principal  W.  S.  Murray, 
Principal  E.  E.  Quinlan,  Principal  J.  H.  Hurst.  The  evening  lectures 
vv-ere  delivered  by  Rev.  Thos.  Dixon,  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Dr.  Byron 
King,  Dr.  Thos.  Dinsmore. 

The  Bradford  County  Directors'  Association  met  Friday,  October 
15,  and  was  well  attended,  there  being  present  nearly  100  directors. 
The  association  was  addressed  by  the  State  Superintendent  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  and 
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leading  directors.  The  change  of  Lime  ol  iioldiug  tlie  county  institute 
from  December  to  October  was  deemed  advisable  for  several  reasons, 
the  chief  of  which  was  to  give  the  teachers  the  benelit  of  the  institute 
nearer  the  beginning  of  the  term  and  to  keep  this  important  work 
from  being  interfered  with  by  the  Christmas  holidays.  The  superin- 
tendent also  found  it  much  easier  to  secure  the  best  instructors  in  Oc- 
tober than  in  December.  The  institute  was  pronounced  by  all  per- 
sons in  attendance,  a  very  successful  meeting.  The  day  sessions 
crowded  the  house  to  its  utmost  capacity,  while  at  the  evening  lectures 
every  seat  available  was  taken.  It  was  deemed  advisable  to  hold  a 
series  of  local  institutes  throughout  the  county,  and  accordingly  the 
county  was  divided  into  nine  districts,  a  chairman  was  appointed  for 
each,  and  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  arranged. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  attend  all  of  these  educational  meetings,  and 
without  exception  notwithstanding  almost  impassible  roads  and  in- 
clement weather,  the  institutes  were  well  attended  and  much  interest 
manifested. 

During  the  past  year  new  school  buildings  have  been  erected  in  the 
following  townships:  Albany,  Canton,  Columbia,  Monroeton,  Overton, 
Sayre  borough,  Towanda,  Troy  township  and  Warren  township.  These 
in  nearly  every  case  have  been  supplied  with  modern  school  furniture, 
and  reflect  credit  upon  the  school  authorities  who  have  had  this  work 
in  charge. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  all  the  schools  was  14,171 
(an  increase  of  225  over  the  former  year),  489  teachers  were  employed, 
the  average  age  of  whom  is  24  years;  90  were  employed  who  have  had 
no  previous  experience;  188  had  taught  more  than  five  years;  and  373 
held  provisional  certificates;  42  were  graduates  of  a  State  Normal 
school,  and  eight  were  graduates  of  colleges.  Twenty-three  exam- 
inations were  held  at  which  494  provisional  certificates  were  granted, 
42  professional  certificates,  while  137  applicants  were  rejected. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  certificates  in  Bradford  county  is 
constantly  increasing,  and  the  necessity  of  a  higher  standard  of  re- 
quirements for  the  provisional  certificate  is  so  self  evident,  that  the 
superintendent  has  been  obliged  to  insist  on  a  careful  study  and  in 
man}'  cases  reviews  on  the  fundamental  branches,  in  order  to  insure 
the  schools  the  most  competent  and  best  qualified  teachers. 

Teachers  are  endeavoring  to  get  special  training  for  their  work  from 
the  excellent  high  schools,  academies  and  normal  schools,  and  the  out- 
look under  the  new  plan  of  distribution  of  the  appropriation  is  very 
favorable  toward  longer  terms  and  better  salaries.  There  will  be  a 
noticeable  improvement  in  this  particular  to  be  made  in  the  next  re- 
port, as  I  have  personal  knowledge  of  a  number  of  districts  raising 
their  teachers'  salaries  and  increasing  the  school  term. 

I  was  able  during  the  past  year  to  visit  364  schools,  and  I  found  in 
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nearly  all  cases  a  very  fair  coudition  of  things.  The  teachers  while 
laboring  under  many  difficulties  are  endeavoring  to  do  good  work.  In 
some  cases  grevious  mistakes  were  made  in  the  selection  of  teachers, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  report  that  in  a  few  instances,  good  experienced 
teachers  have  had  to  give  way  to  persons  who  never  taught,  ou  account 
of  friendship  or  relationship  of  the  ambitious  beginner  to  the  director 
in  charge. 

Sayre  borough  wdth  its  constantly  increasing  population  deserves 
great  credit  for  maintaining  such  an  excellent  system  of  schools.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  a  large  addition  was  made  to  the  central  building, 
and  now  no  town  in  northern  Pennsylvania  can  boast  of  better  school 
facilities  than  this  enterprising  town. 

The  directors  of  Troy  borough  will  have  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
an  addition  to  their  already  fine  building,  a  number  of  new  rooms  have 
been  added,  and  the  school  was  never  in  a  more  prosperous  condition 
than  at  present.  During  a  part  of  my  visitation  I  was  accompanied 
by  school  directors  and  found  them  as  a  rule  enthusiastic  over  recent 
school  legislation  and  heartily  in  favor  of  the  laws  contemplated  for 
the  benefit  of  schools. 

The  boroughs  of  Athens  and  Towanda  now  enjoy  the  privileges  of  a 
magnificent  library'  in  their  respective  towns.  We  need  more  work 
in  this  line  especially  in  the  smaller  villages  throughout  the  county. 
So  far  as  the  high  schools  are  concerned  Troy  borough  is  in  the  lead, 
as  its  high  school  library  contains  fully  1,500  volumes  of  carefully  se- 
lected books,  together  with  a  liberal  supply  of  the  most  useful  reports 
of  the  State  and  National  government.  Canton  borough  high  school 
has  been  supplied  with  a  very  fine  set  of  apparatus  for  physical  and 
chemical  purposes. 

Wyalusing  borough  now  has  a  complete  course  of  study  and  its 
school  sentiment  keeps  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  thriving  village. 
New^  Albany  borough,  Ulster,  Monroeton  and  Powell  have  made  im- 
provements in  their  schools  and  are  now  offering  substantially  the 
same  advantage,  that  pupils  are  given  in  the  larger  tow^ns. 

Vocal  music  is  taught  in  several  of  the  larger  graded  schools  and  is 
receiving  serious  consideration  in  other  boroughs  in  the  county. 

The  meetings  of  the  Bradford  County  Teachers'  Association  w^ere 
well  attended  and  interesting  programmes  were  rendered  at  its  four 
meetings  held  since  the  last  report. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— AV.  H.  Slotter, 


AA'hile  there  is  nothing  remarkable  or  profound  to  report  of  the 
school  work  for  the  year  just  closed,  there  are  numerous  reasons  for 
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encourajjement.  and  none  for  disi-oiiraj^cnu'iil.  Tlii'  j^ood  fccllii}^  which 
prevailed  everywhere,  and  (he  unilv'  of  pnujiose  so  eoniiuon  among 
teachers  and  directors,  are  niadcis  for  con^raluialion.  Public  senti- 
ment was  active  and  helpful. 

^^'e  had  two  more  schools  and  a  larger  enrollment  than  the  year  be- 
fore. The  teachers,  with  few  exceptions,  were  earnest  and  devoted. 
There  were  no  radical  changes,  but  the  schools  took  u])  the  work  wliere 
it  was  dropped  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year,  and  i)ursued  it  with 
commendable  zeal. 

In  a  few  districts  s])ecial  efforts  were  made,  with  good  success,  to 
improve  the  work  in  penmanship.  Among  those  in  which  the  im- 
provement was  most  marked  are  Solebury  and  Plumstead.  In  the 
former  the  specimens  of  the  i)upi]s'  work  were  brought  monthly,  to  the 
teachers'  meetings  for  inspection.  The  secretary  of  the  school  board 
examined  the  work  submitted,  and  rei)orted  the  results  of  the  exam- 
inations to  the  teachers  at  their  meeting  the  following  month.  In  the 
latter,  the  specimens  prepared  by  the  pupils  monthly,  were  examined 
by  a  committee  of  teachers,  appointed  by  the  district  institute.  The 
results  of  the  examinations  in  both  districts  ^vere  in  turn  reported  to 
the  i)upils  in  the  respective  schools.  No  more  time  was  given  to  the 
subject  than  was  devoted  to  it  in  other  years,  but  the  pupils  were 
more  interested  and  took  greater  pains  to  write  well.  The  teachers 
too,  gave  more  attention  to  it.  The  method  of  having  a  director  ex- 
amine the  specimens,  mark  the  improvement  or  lack  of  it,  and  report 
his  impressions  from  month  to  month,  secures  his  active  interest  not 
only  in  the  work  in  penmanship,  but  in  that  of  the  school  as  a  whole. 
It  brings  the  teachers  and  the  directors  in  close  touch  with  each  other, 
a  condition  necessary  to  the  best  interests  of  the  schools. 

In  certain  districts,  emphasis  was  placed  upon  reading  and  English 
grammar,  composition,  classics  and  literature,  with  encouraging  re- 
sults. In  a  few  high  schools,  these  subjects  were  taught  by  teachers 
Avho  had  made  special  preparation  to  teach  them.  Drawing  and  vocal 
music  were,  in  a  few  instances,  in  charge  of  teachers  who  had  specially 
prepared  themselves  to  do  the  work. 

The  school  library  is  an  essential  adjunct  to  the  teaching  material 
of  every  school.  This  fact  is  becoming  more  and  more  recognized,  not 
only  by  the  teachers,  but  by  directors  and  parents.  A  good  library 
multiplies  the  school's  opportunity  of  refining  the  taste  and  enlarging 
the  knowledge  of  the  young.  A  chief  part  of  the  function  of  every 
school  is  to  awaken  a  love  of  reading,  and  to  give  children  pleasant  as- 
sociations with  the  thought  of  books.  Besides  the  use  that  is  made 
of  the  library  for  legitimate  school  purposes,  it  renders  valuable  ser- 
vice to  the  children  during  their  leisure  hours.  Nor  will  this  service 
cease  with  the  close  of  their  attendance  at  school.  New  libraries 
were  established    and  the    number  of   volumes    increased  in    those 
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founded  before.  The  teachers  labored  zealously  in  this  work,  and 
much  credit  is  due  them  and  the  directors. 

A  number  of  districts  supplied  their  schools  with  encyclopedias  and 
supplementary  reading.  Great  care  was  exercised  in  the  selection  of 
books  for  the  libraries.  In  a  few  towns,  the  schools  subscribed  for 
several  leading  magazines.  Nearly  all  the  schools  are  supplied  with 
unabridged  dictionaries. 

Lower  Makefield  built  an  addition  to  the  Edgewood  house.  The 
whole  is  a  neat,  convenient  building  containing  two  cheery  school 
rooms,  and  a  directors'  room. 

Newtown  township  remodeled  one  house  and  supplied  it  with  an 
improved  system  of  heating  and  ventilation  with  gratifying  results. 
The  cost  was  about  one  hundred  dollars.  Good  work  is  impossible 
in  an  ill-ventilated  room.  Foul  air  produces  listlessness.  It  poisons 
the  blood  and  dulls  the  operations  of  the  brain,  weakens  the  system  and 
superinduces  disease.  Every  new  school  house,  and  every  old  one 
worth  remodeling  should  be  provided  with  a  system  of  heating  and 
ventilation  that  will  secure  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  air  in  all  the 
rooms.  Newtown  borough  purchased  the  grounds  and  the  buildings 
of  the  Methodist  congregation.  This  old  building  was  remodeled  and 
converted  into  a  pleasant,  two  room  school  house. 

Southampton  erected  a  substantial,  one  story,  stone  building — a 
model  of  architecture  and  convenience.  It  contains  two  school 
rooms,  seating  fifty  pupils  each,  a  directors'  room,  the  necessary  cloak 
rooms,  and  two  play  rooms  in  the  basement.  The  interior  finish  is 
of  hard  wood.  It  is  well  lighted,  and  supplied  with  a  modern  system 
of  heating  and  ventilation.  Both  rooms  are  furnished  with  single 
desks. 

The  grounds  are  elevated,  affording  good  drainage,  and  graded, 
giving  the  whole  an  attractive  appearance.  A  macadamized  drive- 
way and  a  similarly  constructed  walk  lead  from  the  street  to  the 
front  of  the  building.  The  building  and  the  grounds  are  a  credit  to 
the  district,  and  to  the  directors,  whose  efforts  will  stimulate  their 
fellow  officials  in  other  districts  to  improve  and  beautify  the  school 
buildings  and  school  grounds  under  their  care.  It  is  gratifying  to 
note  that  there  is  a  tendency  growing  on  the  part  of  the  directors,  to 
select  more  healthful  sites,  when  new  grounds  are  procured,  to  im- 
prove the  sanitary  conditions  and  the  appearance  of  those  in  use,  to 
build  more  comfortable  and  more  commodious  houses,  to  renovate  and 
remodel  delapidated  ones.  The  school  buildings  and  their  surround- 
ings become  educative  forces  of  merit.  They  imbue  the  young  with 
a  sense  of  the  useful,  the  good,  and  the  beautiful. 

To  encourage  the  study  of  local  history  in  the  public  schools,  the 
first  session  of  the  county  institute  was  largely  devoted  to  this  sub- 
ject.    Gen.  W.  W.  H.  Davis,  president  of  the  Bucks  County  Historical 
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Society,  gave  the  opening,'  address.  The  secretary  of  the  society,  Al 
fred  Paschall,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Camera  in  the  Study  of  Local 
History."  Henry  C.  Mercer,  Escj.,  gave  an  intei-esting  and  instructive 
half-hour  lecture  on  "History  Presented  by  Common  Objects."  This 
was  an  "object  lesson,"  drawn  from  the  tools  and  curios  which  the 
lecturer  had  brought  from  the  historical  society's  museum.  Anna  P. 
Cozens,  a  teacher  of  the  county,  read  a  paper,  giving  a  sketch  of  the 
historic  places  in  and  near  Warrington,  her  native  townshij).  Mrs. 
Kate  M.  V.  Collins,  a  Bensalem  teacher,  and  Seward  M.  Rosenberger, 
principal  of  the  Quakertown  schools  read  papers  giving  an  account 
of  the  early  schools  in  their  respective  districts.  Hugh  B.  Eastburn, 
Esq.,  gave  the  closing  address,  in  which  he  pointed  out  how  the  study 
of  local  history  may  be  made  beneficial  in  the  public  schools.  The 
beautifully  illustrated  lecture  on  "Historic  Pennsylvania,"  given  in 
the  evening  by  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  was  a  fitting  supplement  to  the 
exercises  of  the  afternoon  session.  All  the  sessions  of  the  institute 
were  attended  by  large  audiences.  The  round  table  conferences  held 
during  the  week,  were  well  attended  and  good  work  done.  The  papers 
read  by  the  teachers  were  well  prepared.  The  institute  was  pleasant 
and  profitable  to  the  teachers. 

Eight  local  institutes  were  held.  One  or  more  prominent  educators 
gave  instruction  at  each  one.  The  teachers,  directors,  and  many 
patrons  of  the  schools  took  part  in  the  exercises  of  these  institutes. 

Three  more  townships  adopted  a  graded  course  of  study.  There  are 
still  six  townships  without  such  a  course.  Examinations  were  held 
by  the  superintendent,  in  twenty-three  districts,  in  which  one  hun- 
dred and  one  seniors  were  examined.  Ninety-one  were  recommended 
for  graduation.     In  a  few  other  districts  the  juniors  were  examined. 

These  examinations  stimulate  the  pupils,  strengthen  the  teachers, 
awaken  interest  on  the  part  of  the  directors  and  the  parents.  They 
enable  the  superintendent  to  estimate  the  extent  and  character  of  the 
work  of  the  schools.  The  graduating  exercises  are  potent  factors  in 
educating  public  sentiment.  They  are  always  attended  by  large  au- 
diences, interested  and  attentive  listeners. 

The  demand  for  central  graded  schools  continues.  Three  more  dis- 
tricts will  establish  such  schools,  with  provision  for  two  years  high 
school  work,  and  open  them  next  September. 

The  parents'  meetings  held  in  several  districts  were  interesting  and 
helpful  to  the  school  interests  of  the  communities.  They  were  al- 
ways well  attended. 

A  large  number  of  district  institutes  were  maintained.  Monthly 
and  semi-monthly  meetings  were  held.  The  work  was  profitable  to 
the  teachers  and  the  schools.  Directors  and  patrons  as  well  as 
teachers  participated  in  the  exercises. 

The  alumnae  associations  that  have  been  formed  in  the  districts 
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that  graduated  classes  are  helpful  factors  iu  educating  public  senti- 
ment These  associations  are  annually  growing  in  number,  in  mem- 
bership, and  in  usefulness.  A  number  of  the  members  of  the  older 
of  these  associations  have,  since  graduating  from  their  home  schools, 
completed  the  course  of  study  of  some  normal  school,  or  college,  or 
university.  Their  membership  and  work  in  these  home  organiza- 
tions keeps  them  actively  interested  in  the  work  of  the  public  schools. 
All  the  educational  forces  of  the  county  were  active,  and  the  tendency 
to  correlate  them  is  a  matter  of  interest  and  encouragement. 

The  Bucks  County  Historical  Society,  organized  in  1880,  by  a  few 
men  interested  in  the  history  of  our  county,  has  now  a  large  member- 
ship of  enthusiastic  workers,  busily  engaged  in  gathering  up  the  scat- 
tered threads  of  history  an(J  putting  them  into  proper  form  for  preser- 
vation. In  addition  to  the  purely  literary  work,  which  has  developed 
much  history  along  various  lines,  the  society  has,  in  the  court  house, 
in  a  room  set  apart  for  its  use,  a  large  collection  of  tools  and  curios, 
systematically  arranged  and  properly  labeled.  It  is  a  museum  wholly 
unique.  Public  interest  in  the  work  of  the  organization  was  stimu- 
lated by  an  exhibition  of  the  tools  and  curios,  at  a  special  meeting 
held  in  October.  The  display  attracted  a  large,  interested  audience. 
The  museum  is  open  to  the  public  every  Saturday  afternoon.  A  large 
illustrated  catalogue  of  over  a  hundred  pages,  containing  a  thousand 
specimens  of  colonial  matter,  was  issued  during  the  year.  The  album 
of  the  camera  department  contains  a  large  collection  of  pictures  of 
historic  objects  and  places  within  the  count3^  The  society  is  rapidly 
outgrowing  its  present  quarters,  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  secure 
funds  to  erect  a  suitable  building  for  its  use.  An  earnest  effort  is  be- 
ing made  to  interest  the  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  public  schools  in 
the  work  of  the  society. 

We  had  a  number  of  literary  organizations  that  did  good  work. 
The  farmers'  clubs  so  active  in  some  sections  of  our  county  are  fruitful 
educational  agencies.  The  farmers'  institutes  attracted  large  au- 
diences. Many  of  our  teachers  attended  the  meetings  of  these  differ- 
ent organizations  and  took  part  in  the  exercises.  The  Century  Club 
of  Newtown  donated  twenty-five  dollars  to  the  library  fund  of  the 
borough  schools.  Through  the  efforts  of  several  of  its  members, 
twenty-five  dollars  more  were  secured  for  the  library,  contributions 
by  friends  of  the  schools. 

The  Bucks  County  Natural  Science  Association  is  growing  in 
membership  and  usefulness.  The  work  of  this  society  is  awakening 
an  interest  among  the  people,  in  the  study  of  the  natural  sciences. 
The  George  school  is  the  home  of  the  association. 

The  Chautauqua  reading  circle  at  Sellersville,  is  another  organiza- 
tion that  did  good  work.  The  members  are  energetic  young  people, 
deeply  interested  in  educational  work.  The  influence  of  the  circle  is 
felt  bv  the  schools  and  the  communitv. 
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The  School  Directors'  Associalioii  held  lw»»  iiilcresling  and  prolit 
able  sessions.     lioUi  uieetiiigs  were  well  aUended  by  directors  from 
all  i»arts  of  the  county.     The  Principals'  Assotialion  did  {^ood  work. 
The  newspapers  of  the  county  were  active  and  helpful  in  the  school 
work. 

In  conclusion,  1  return  my  (hanks  to  the  teachers  and  directors  for 
their  co-operation  and  support,  to  the  people  for  their  iuterest,  aud 
courtesies  shown,  to  the  press  for  the  many  favors  done,  and  to  the 
State  Department  for  the  eucouragmeut  and  advice  given. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— S.  L.  Cheeseman. 


This  an  age  of  progress,  and  he  would  be  unworthy  the  name  of 
teacher  or  educator  who  would  be  willing  to  continue  his  work  with- 
out constant  improvement.  In  reviewing  the  school  work  of  Butler 
county  for  the  past  year,  1  am  happy  to  be  able  to  conscientiously  say 
that  advancement  has  been  the  order  and  spirit  of  the  work.  Teachers 
as  an  almost  unfailing  rule  have  been  faithful,  energetic  and  true.  I 
visited  nearly  all  of  the  schools  of  the  county  during  the  past  year. 
Was  frequently  accompanied  by  directors,  and  in  some  instances  by 
the  entire  board.  Directors  have  been  earnest  and  intelligent  helpers, 
often  spending  much  valuable  time  without  remuneration. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  county,  the  county  institute 
was  held  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  schools,  Aug.  30-Sept,  3.  As 
is  always  the  case  there  were  some  objections  to  a  change.  Many 
teachers  said  to  me  after  institute  that  they  had  been  opposed  to  the 
change,  but  after  a  trial  they  were  heartily  in  favor  of  an  early  date 
for  institute.  I  feel  quite  positive  that  a  large  majority  of  the  teach- 
ers of  Butler  county  would  not  be  willing  to  return  to  the  mid-winter 
time  of  holding  institute. 

A  very  strong  interest  was  manifested  during  the  year  in  local  in- 
!?titute  work.  These  meetings  were  largely  attended  by  the  citizens 
and  patrons  of  the  schools,  and  in  my  judgment  have  been  productive 
of  much  good. 

The  regular  instructors  for  the  county  institute  were:  Hon,  Henry 
Houck,  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeflfer,  Prof.  J.  A.  Sprenkel,  Miss  L.  E.  Patridge, 
Dr.  A.  E.  Maltby. 

Evening  Entertainers. 

Monday  evening,  Supt.  H.  Houck. 
Tuesday  evening,  Prof.  Thos.  H.  Dinsmore. 
Wednesday  evening.  Prof.  Frank  Beard. 
Thursday  evening,  Col.  Geo.  W.  Bain. 
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The  institute  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  and  most  enjoyable 
ever  held  in  Butler  county.  The  attendance  was  unusually  large  and 
the  closest  attention  given  to  the  instruction. 

Thirty-three  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  during  the  past  year  were 
Normal  graduates,  and  a  large  number  hold  professional  certiticatts. 

Briefly  mentioned,  the  following  are  some  of  the  things  most  needed: 

More  teachers  with  professional  training. 

Wages  that  will  hold  our  best  teachers,  and  bring  in  more  of  the 
same. 

A  rule  against  changing  teachers  where  they  do  good  work. 

A  system  of  classification  and  gradation  and  course  of  study  in 
every  district  within  the  county. 

And  last  to  be  mentioned,  but  not  of  least  importance,  township 
High  Schools. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— T.  L.  Gibson. 


Statistics  give  the  exact  condition  and  relative  growth  of  the  schools 
much  more  clearly  and  forcibly  than  any  general  statement  can. 

From  the  reports  of  directors  and  teachers,  and  from  personal  ob- 
servations, the  following  facts  have  been  gleaned,  which  may  prove 
of  value  to  those  responsible  for  the  managemeitt  of  our  schools. 
Number  of  school  districts  exclusive  of  Johnstown,.  ..'...  55 

Number  of  townships, 28 

Number  of  boroughs, • 26 

Number  of  independent  districts, 1 

Number  of  school  directors, 330 

Number  of  schools, 333 

Number  of  teachers  employed, 334 

Number  of  male  teachers  employed, 150 

Number  of  female  teachers  employed, 184 

Whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled, 14,895 

Number  of  pupils  who  have  attended  every  day, 1,210 

Number  of  pupils  between  the  ages  of  6  and  16  not  in  school 

(estimated), 202 

Number  of  schools  having  a  9  month's  term, 10 

Number  of  schools  having  8  months, 39 

Number  of  schools  having  7  months, 80 

Number  of  schools  having  6  months, 204 

Number  of  visits  to  schools  by  directors, 1,207 

Number  of  visits  to  schools  by  the  Superintendent, 347 

Number  of  schools  not  visited  by  Superintendent, 6 

Number  of  examinations  held, 30 
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Number  oi  provisioual  certificates  issued, 377 

Number  of  applicants  foi-  ceitificates  refused, 172 

Number  of  professional  cerliticates  renewed, 11 

Number  of  professional  lertilitates  issued  for  June,  189G, 

to  June  G,  181)8, 21 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State. Normal  diplomas, 27 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates, 18 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates, 31 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates, 257 

Number  of  teachers  who  are  graduates  of  colleges, 4 

Number  of  teachers  who  have  attended  a  State  Normal 

School,  but  did  not  graduate, 29 

Number  of  teachers  who  have  taught  five  or  more  years,. . .  151 
Amount  of  State  appropriation  received  in  Cambira  coun- 
ty for  the  year  ending  June,  1897, $43,089.60 

Number  of  schools  having  unabridged  dictionaries, 242 

Number  of  schools  having  libraries, 59 

Number  of  school  houses  that  need  painting  or  papering 

(by  report  of  teachers), 102 

Number  of  school  rooms  that  have  slate  blackboards, 257 

Number  of  schools  that  need  better  blackboards, 76 

Number  of  schools  that  do  not  have  improved  furniture,  . .  7 
Number  of  schools  that  do  not  have  a  ease  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  books  when  not  in  use, 16 

Number  of  schools  in  which  the  text  books  are  in  good  con- 
dition,    209 

Number  in  which  books  are  in  fair  condition, 101 

Number  in  which  the  books  are  in  bad  condition, 23 

Number  of  applicants  for  graduation  in  the  public  schools,  167 

Number  passing  the  examination  successfully, 80 

Number  of  schools  gi-aded  according  to  the  course  of  study,  333 


By  a  comparison  of  the  conditions  of  the  schools  as  represented 
in  these  statistics,  with  the  conditions  existing  a  few  years  ago,  it 
will  be  seen  that  their  growth  both  in  numbers  and  improvement 
has  been  steady  and  permanent. 

Among  the  most  encouraging  features  of  public  school  work  in  the 
county  the  past  year  the  following  deserve  special  mention.  Our 
teachers  have  manifested  a  marked  earnestness  in  their  work.  They 
have  shown  a  clearer  understanding  in  the  application  of  the  course 
of  study.  Their  work  with  the  classes  has  been  more  definite  and 
thorough.  The  attendance  has  been  growing  gradually  better  each 
year. 

The  local  institutes  have  reflected  more  of  a  professional  spirit.  As 
a  rule  the  directors  have  been  giving  more  attention  to  the  improve- 
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ineiiL  t»i  ihe  luuditiuiLs  oi'  the  sciiools.  Jii  laaaj  disti'iets  they  have 
become  the  leaders  in  educational  progress,  helping  and  encouraging 
the  local  institute,  visiting  the  schools  frequenliy,  and  suggesting 
changes  or  improvements  in  the  work  of  the  school. 

School  property  is  being  in:proved  eacn  year.  Directors  are  to  be 
commended  for  the  interest  tney  have  been  siio-.ving  in  this  respect. 
Fewer  school  houses  are  now  dismal  because  they  need  painting  or 
papering;  inconvenient  because  of  a  lack  of  sufficient  room,  good 
blackboard  or  proper  apparatus;  unhealthy  or  uncomfortable  because 
of  poor  furniture,  lack  of  sufficient  breathing  space  and  proper  heat- 
ing and  ventilation. 

The  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Johnstown;  the  teachers  of  the 
county  and  city  again  uniting.  The  entire  program,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions  was  of  the  highest  order,  and  proved  an  inspiration  that 
was  felt  in  every  school  during  the  remainder  of  the  time.  The  Di- 
rectors" Association  held  two  interesting  sessions  on  Wednesday. 
r»eputy  State  Superintendent  Houck  was  present  and  enlivened  the  in- 
terest by  his  genial  manner  and  practical  wisdom. 

The  work  during  the  past  year,  in  general,  has  been  gratifying. 
Teachers  have  been  faithful  to  their  charge  and  loyal  in  carrying  out 
my  suggestions.  Directors  have  shown  a  deep  interest  in  the  man- 
agement and  improvement  of  the  schools.  The  press  has  been  ever 
loyal  to  the  welfare  of  our  public  schools.  The  members  of  the  De- 
partment have  been  helpful  in  advising  Us  on  all  questions  referred  to 
(hem. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— Mattie  M.  Collins. 


It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  continued  progress 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  county.  Although  there  has  been  nothing 
unusually  remarkable,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  our  teachers  are 
steadily  advancing  in  scholarship,  and  methods  of  instruction,  and  a 
more  general  interest  manifested  by  directors  and  patrons. 

The  past  year  has  shown  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  at- 
tending school,  as  well  as  a  greater  regularity  in  attendance. 

The  annual  county  institute  which  was  held  in  Emporium,  October 
11  to  15,  was  a  meeting  of  more  than  usual  interest  and  profit  to  the 
teachers.  All  but  one  of  the  teachers  were  in  attendance.  The  day 
instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  N.  C,  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Andrew  T.  Smith,  Dr. 
Martin  G.  Benedict,  Dr.  R.  W.  Redway,  Prof.  E.  W.  Newton,  and  J. 
W,  Elliott,  The  subjects  that  received  special  attention  were  School 
Economy,  Music,  and  Child  Study.  The  evening  entertainments  con- 
sisted of  a  concert  by  the  Aeolian  Quartette,  and  Ella  Carr  Co.,  and 
lectures  by  Dr.  H.  F.  Fernald,  Howard  Saxby  and  A.  A.  Willets. 
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The  couulj  vvasi  divided  iiiLo  four  local  institute  districts,  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  lake  charge  of  this  work.  Local  institutes 
were  held  in  three  districts.  These  meetings  were  well  attended  by 
teachers,  directors  and  patrons,  and  were  productive  of  much  good 
because  of  the  interest  awakened  in  the  comnmnities  where  they  were 
held. 

A  committee  was  again  aitpoinied  during  our  county  institute  for 
the  purpose  of  outlining  a  course  of  professional  reading  for  the 
teachers.  As  a  result  of  this  about  seventy-five  per  cent  of  our  teach- 
ers have  been  reading  "King's  School  Interests  and  Duties,"  and  "Ed- 
ucational Foundations." 

Six  public  examinations  were  held  in  which  only  tifty-three  ap- 
plicants were  examined. 

Of  the  tifty-one  teachers  employed  in  the  county,  thirteen  are  Nor- 
mal school  graduates,  four  hold  permanent  certificates,  and  twenty- 
four  provisional  certificates. 

The  supply  of  teachers  continues  to  exceed  the  demand.  The 
Normal  schools  and  high  schools  annually  furnish  a  large  number  of 
trained  teachers,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  w^hy  all  our 
schools  should  not  be  supplied  with  competent  teachers.  There 
seems  to  be  a  strong  sentiment  in  some  districts  in  favor  of  home 
teachers,  irrespective  of  qualifications. 

Driftwood  borough,  Portage,  Grove  and  Shippen  townships,  length- 
ened their  school  term  one  month  each.  The  term  for  the  year  ending 
averaged  seven  and  one-fourth  months.  Only  two  districts  in  the 
county  now  have  six  month  terms. 

The  Emporium  schools  added  several  volumes  to  their  already  large 
library.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Howard,  of  Emporium,  presented 
the  borough  school  with  a  fine  upright  piano. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  teachers  and 
directors  for  their  loyal  support,  and  to  the  friends  of  education 
throughout  the  county  for  their  assistance  and  encouragement  in  my 
work. 


CARBON  COUNTY— A.  S.  Beisel. 


To  make  out  an  honest,  correct,  written  report  of  the  schools  of  a 
county  is  a  very  diflicult  thing  to  do.  Though  the  superintendent 
takes  a  retrospective  view  of  the  year's  work,  and  in  his  imagination 
he  again  enters  the  different  school  rooms,  and  reviews  what  he  saw 
and  heard,  and  though  he  tries  to  arrive  at  the  total  by  taking  the  sum, 
he  finds  it  a  hard  task  on  account  of  the  very  many  qualifications 
which  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in  pronouncing  a  teacher  a 
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success  or  failure.  We  pride  ourselves  on  having  had  the  least  com- 
plaints by  patrons  of  any  year  since  I  am  in  office.  I  am  well  satisfied 
with  the  work  our  schools  did  though  I  am  unable  to  give  the  percent- 
age of  progress  over  the  previous  year,  yet  I  am  sure  that  we  are 
quite  a  perceptible  distance  in  advance  of  other  years.  The  examina- 
tions are  so  arranged  that  the  qualified  ones  will  receive  the  certifi- 
cates and  consequently  will  teach  the  schools.  We  granted  145  pro- 
visional certificates,  of  these  107  were  employed  to  teach  in  this 
county.  The  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  are  decreasing, 
those  holding  professional  certificates,  and  those  holding  permanent 
certificates  are  about  the  same  year  after  year,  but  the  Normal  gradu- 
ates are  increasing  rapidly.  At  the  present  rate  of  increase  it  will  not 
be  long  until  all  the  schools  can  be  supplied  with  teachers  holding 
Normal  diplomas.  Five  years  ago  the  number  of  teachers  in  Carbon 
was  177.  Last  year  we  had  212.  Classes  graduated  from  the  follow- 
ing high  schools:  Mauch  Chunk,  East  Mauch  Chunk,  Lansford,  Nes- 
quehoning.  Summit  Hill,  Weatherly,  Lehighton  and  Parryville.  1 
examined  in  all  those  schools,  and,  therefore,  I  know  that  the  work 
was  well  done,  as  is  evidenced  also  by  the  grades  our  graduates  make 
when  entering  higher  institutions  of  learning.  Some  colleges  and 
universities  admit  them  without  examination.  Those  who  were  ad- 
mitted by  the  faculties  of  the  Normal  schools  and  allowed  to  take  the 
examination  by  the  State  Board  have  all  passed  and  graduated  in  one 
year.  I  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  once,  and  the  great  ma- 
jority of  them  twice.  Before  the  schools  opened  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts I  held  educational  meetings  at  Rockport,  Stemlersville  and  Mc- 
Daniels.  With  one  exception  these  meetings  were  well  attended.  It 
still  remains  a  fact  that  some  of  the  "would  be"  teachers  enjoy  a  picnic 
or  game  of  base  ball  better  than  they  do  an  educational  meeting.  Local 
institutes  were  held  at  Lansford,  Weatherly  and  Lehighton.  The 
Lehighton  institute  was  very  largely  attended,  more  than  half  of  the 
teachers  of  the  whole  county  were  present.  Dr.  Boyer,  Dr.  Detrick 
and  Prof.  Kemp  rendered  valuable  service  by  their  evening  lectures 
and  their  common  sense  day  talks. 

Our  county  institute  convened  at  Mauch  Chunk  the  first  week  of 
December.  Of  the  212  teachers,  210  were  present.  The  year  before 
every  teacher  in  the  county  attended.  The  teachers  and  patrons  of 
the  institute  were  emphatic  in  pronouncing  this  the  best  institute 
ever  held  in  the  county.  Instructions  were  given  in  reading,  langu- 
age, culture,  modern  commerce,  training  the  memory,  voice  culture, 
arithmetic,  what  to  read,  nature  study,  moral  instruction,  literature, 
thought  and  expression,  Spencer's  Natural  Consequences,  In  Loco 
Parentis,  practical  teachinjr,  self  improvement  of  the  teacher 
and  the  successful  teacher.  The  evenings  were  occupied  by 
Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  giving  miscellaneous  readings;  by  Dr.  A.  W. 
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Lamar,  ou  Dixie  before  and  During  the  War;  by  the  original  Swedish 
Concert  Companj',  and  by  Dr.  James  Hedley,  on  ''What  is  a  Man 
Worth?"  Wednesday  was  directors'  day.  A  large  number  of  di- 
rectors were  present,  only  few  districts  were  not  represented.  The 
following  subjects  were  discussed:  How  can  we  improve  our  schools? 
What  do  we  see  in  an  up  to  date  school?  and  Recent  Legislation.  At- 
torney J.  S.  Fisher,  gave  the  directors  valuable  information  on  the 
last  named  subject,  which  was  highly  appreciated  by  them.  Quite 
a  number  of  directors  took  part  in  the  discussions.  It  was  plainly 
visible  that  the  directors  do  not  all  agree  in  the  main.  Some  will  aid 
the  schools  in  every  possible  way,  no  matter  what  the  expenses  are. 
Others  have  a  close  eye  for  business  and  naturally  inquire,  "What 
does  it  cost?"  The  improvements  made  in  school  properties  con- 
sist of  the  following:  a  one  room  school  house  in  East  Penn  township; 
a  one  room  building  in  Upper  Towamensing.  Mauch  Chunk  town- 
ship was  pressed  for  more  school  rooms,  so  after  due  deliberation 
the  directors  agreed  on  enlarging  one  of  the  four  room  buildings,  so 
they  built  an  addition  large  enough  to  make  four  nice  school  rooms. 
They  immediately  occupied  two  rooms  and  it  will  not  be  long  until 
they  are  compelled  to  occupy  the  other  two.  The  Banks  towmship 
directors  erected  an  eight  room  building  at  Audenried.  It  is  the  best 
building  and  the  most  convenient  for  the  cost  in  the  county.  Mr. 
Riebe  of  Lansford  was  the  architect  and  builder;  much  credit  is  due 
him  for  good  judgment  in  planning  and  constructing  this  handsome 
building.  The  dedication  took  place  on  Thanksgiving  day — a  very 
appropriate  day  and  a  practical  reason  for  the  Audenried  people 
to  give  thanks. 

Thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  kindnesses  shown,  to  the  di- 
rectors for  their  co-operation,  to  the  teachers  and  scholars  for  their 
faithful  work,  and  to  the  press  for  its  kindness  and  willingness  to 
publish  educational  views. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— C.  L.  Gramlev. 


To  make  an  accurate  summary  of  the  records  of  a  school  year  is 
quite  a  task.  An  official  may  know  whether  progress  has  been  made, 
but  it  is  difficult  to  put  it  into  proper  form  so  that  others  may  know 
the  condition  of  schools.  Statistics  may  show  a  marked  increase  in 
attendance,  a  large  sum  of  money  spent  for  improvements,  but  these 
tangible  things  do  not  necessarily  show  that  an  educational  sentiment 
is  growing,  and  that  the  moral  and  physical  growth  of  children  is  im 
proving;  that  parents  and  the  public  in  general  are,  however,  mani- 
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festing  an  increased  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned. 

Tliree  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year,  one  in  College, 
one  in  Patton  and  one  iu  the  borough  of  State  College.  The  first  two 
are  one-room  frame  houses,  neatl}'  built  and  well  furnished;  and  the 
one  in  State  College  borough  is  a  brick  building  and  deserves  more 
than  a  passing  notice.  It  is  a  modern  two-story,  four-room  building, 
with  spacious  corridors  and  cloak  rooms;  it  also  contains  a  directors' 
room  in  which  is  placed  a  large  public  library  of  well-selected  books. 
Such  a  library  is  possible  only  when  public  sentiment  is  in  sj^mpathy 
with  educational  progress.  The  building  is  well  lighted,  and  its  pro- 
visions for  heat  and  ventilation  are  also  good.  It  is  a  very  substantial 
structure  and  reflects  credit  upon  the  active  directors  under  whose 
supervision  it  was  built.  Its  location  is  likewise  excellent,  the 
grounds  being  on  an  eminence  with  a  gentle  slope  to  the  south,  and 
are  tastefully  planted  with  proper  trees. 

The  demand  for  good  schools  is  increasing  annually,  and  calls  for 
rigid  examinations  by  means  of  which  those  least  qualified  may  be 
eliminated  from  the  list  of  teachers,  and  thus  give  protection  to  abler 
and  more  faithful  ones.  This  plan  calls  forth  some  opposition  on 
the  part  of  a  few,  but  it  is  gratifying  that  this  number  is  growing 
smaller.  This  plan  will  soon  have  general  approval.because  poor 
teachers  can  not  give  us  good  schools.  Let  us  solve  the  question  of 
teachers  and  the  question  of  good  schools  will  be  solved.  None  but 
the  best  should  endeavor  to  become  teachers.  The  man  that  is  unable 
to  devise  good  methods,  who  cannot  give  life  to  a  school,  who  lacks 
the  power  to  inspire  children  with  a  love  for  knowledge,  should  not 
attempt  the  work  of  the  teacher.  Our  school  system  is  maintained 
not  to  give  employment  to  some  persons  in  the  immediate  locality, 
but  for  children,  and  the  only  proper  question  that  can  be  made  when 
teachers  are  employed  will  relate  to  the  ability  of  the  applicant. 
Merit  and  not  "home  talent"  must  decide  this  important  question. 

A  course  of  study  and  system  of  grading  were  in  all  but  four  of  our 
rural  districts  last  year,  and  after  this  year  this  uniform  work  will  be 
found  in  all  but  one.  S3-stem  is  as  impor(^^ant  in  the  country  as  in 
the  borough  or  city.  The  results  arising  from  the  system  of  grading 
are  already  manifest  and  are  quite  satisfactory.  Increased  interest 
3n  the  part  of  teachers,  pupils  and  parents  becomes  apparent.  At  the 
close  of  the  term  examinations  were  held  in  the  districts  having  appli- 
cants for  graduation  in  the  course.  All  these  examinations  were 
held  under  the  direction  of  the  suiJerintendent.  Fifty  applicants 
were  examined  and  thirty-five  diplomas  were  granted.  The  work  sub- 
mitted by  these  young  people  was  good,  and  speaks  well  for  pupils 
and  teachers.  These  examinations  and  diplomas  are  not  intended  to 
impress  pupils  with  the  idea  that  they  are  equipped  with  a  liberal 
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education,  but  rather  to  encouiaj^e  them  and  urge  them  on  to  "lurtlier 
and  better  effort."  Term  reports  were  given  to  all  the  teachers  iit 
the  rural  districts  and  in  the  smaller  boroughs,  and  to  the  su])ervising 
principals  of  our  larger  boroughs.  These  papers  were  to  be  properly 
tilled  out  at  the  close  of  the  term  and  be  returned  to  the  superinten- 
dent. A  few  teachers  failed  to  obey  instructions.  From  the  reports 
received  we  see  improved  classification.  We  now  have  very  few 
pupils  who  do  not  study  all  the  branches  of  their  respective  grades. 
These  reports  will  be  given  to  the  proper  directors  for  inspection  after 
which  they  are  returned  to  the  schools  from  which  they  originally 
enmnated,  and  thus  be  a  help  in  classification  to  the  incoming  teacher. 

The  glibly-tongued  chart  fiend  found  no  Klondike  with  us  this  year. 
We  had  comparative  rest.  Let  us,  however,  not  forget  to  furnish 
needed  apparatus  at  reasonable  prices. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  more  nearly  compels  than  last  year, 
but  its  phraseology  still  lacks  the  necessary  definiteness  to  prevent 
conflicting  interpretations. 

The  subject  of  school  libraries  received  some  attention  during  the 
year.  Our  three  largest  boroughs  have  good  libraries  of  well-selected 
books;  several  of  the  smaller  boroughs  have  libraries  of  some  import- 
ance, while  a  few  rural  schools  have  less  than  a  dozen  volumes  as  a 
nucleus  to  which  important  additions  are  to  be  made  in  the  near 
future.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  rapid  progress  in  this  direction 
next  year. 

The  enrollment  at  our  annual  teachers'  institute  December  19-23, 
1897,  was  very  gratifying;  the  attendance  and  enthusiam  of  the 
teachers  were  unexcelled  by  any  of  our  former  similar  gatherings. 
The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  practical  men  and  women  and  their 
work  was  appreciated.  Interested  spectators  from  all  parts  of  the 
county  were  attracted  to  its  sessions.  This  line  of  work  was  continued 
throughout  the  term  by  a  series  of  local  institutes  held  in  different 
parts  of  the  county.  These  meetings  were  well  attended  by  teachers, 
clergymen  and  parents,  and  did  arouse  a  strong  educational  senti- 
ment. Dr.  M.  G.  Benedict  of  Pennsylvania  State  College,  and  Hon. 
Emerson  Collins  of  Williamsport,  gave  invaluable  aid  at  a  few  of 
these  institutes. 

The  Directors'  Association  was  quite  well  attended  and  several 
interesting  school  questions  ably  discussed.  State  Superintendent 
N.  C.  Schaefifer  was  present  and  gave  a  very  interesting  talk.  These 
annual  meetings  could  be  made  more  important  factors  in  school 
work  if  the  expenses  of  directors  attending  them  were  paid  uut  of  the 
school  funds. 

The  State  Teachers'  Association  convened  in  Bellefonte,  July  5th, 
6th  and  7th.     It  is  to  be  regretted  that  only  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
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one  teachers  were  in  attendance.     This  fact  called  forth  some  un- 
merited censure,  but 

''A  man   must   serve  his   time  to  every   trade. 
Save  censure — critics  all  are  ready  made." 

A  few  localities  were  greatly  hindered  for  a  time  by  several  epi- 
demics which  prevailed,  thus  reducing  the  attendance  and  robbing 
the  schools  of  their  efficiency. 

The  spirit  of  patriotism  has  permeated  every  part  of  our  county,  and 
flag  raisings  with  appropriate  ceremonies  were  of  frequent  occur- 
rence. This  is  certainly  commendable,  for  that  which  stands  for  our 
country — the  flag — should  float  from  every  school  house  in  the  land, 
and  may  every  child  be  taught  that  love  of  country  which  every  true 
American  citizen  should  possess. 

I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all  who  have  contributed  to  the 
success  of  the  year's  work.  May  all  the  friends  of  popular  education 
look  forward  with  hope,  determined  to  accomplish  more  than  ever 
before. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Bye. 


Teachers'  Examinations. 

Twenty-five  general  examinations  were  given  in  the  county,  ending 
July  2.  Two  hundred  and  fifteen  persons  were  licensed  to  teach  in 
the  schools  of  the  county.  The  number  of  candidates  presenting 
themselves  this  year  is  considerably  less  than  last  year,  but  they  are 
generally  more  advanced  and  the  average  age  is  higher,  considerations 
which  give  promise  of  a  stronger  teaching  force  than  ever  before.  It 
is  gratifying  to  note  that  fully  three-fourths  of  the  recruits  are  gradu- 
ates of  high  schools,. corporate  educational  institutions  of  high  grade, 
or  have  taken  advanced  work  in  such  institutions. 

Graded  Course  of  Study. 

One  of  the  remarkable  features  of  the  county  school  work  of  the 
year  just  closing  is  the  rapid  extension  of  the  elementary  graded 
course  of  study.  In  one  year,  ending  June,  1897,  fifteen  districts  took 
the  examinations  sent  out  by  the  county  superintendent.  The  year 
ending  June,  1898,  saw  the  pupils  in  twenty-two  districts  take  these 
examinations.  From  these,  fifty-five  seniors  passed  and  graduated, 
while  the  number  of  juniors  passed  to  fill  the  senior  classes  of  next 
year  was  one  hundred  and  thirty.  This  is  truly  a  remarkable  showing 
and  when  the  fact  is  taken  into  consideration  that  the  grade  of  work 
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done  averaged  ten  per  cent,  higher  than  that  of  last  year,  it  means 
that  the  educational  interests  of  the  county  are  very  much  alive. 
The  origin  of  many  new  grammar,  and  high  schools  which  will  be 
opened  for  the  first  time  next  fall  may  be  traced  to  these  elementary 
examinations.  A  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Directors'  Association  has  just  completed  a  revision  of  the  course 
of  study.  The  newly  adopted  course  is  based  on  the  Berkey  System. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  1898-1809,  examinations  will  be  offered  the 
high  schools  of  the  county  by  the  county  superintendent,  similar  in 
principle  to  those  which  have  helped  so  to  raise  the  standard  in  the 
elementary  schools.  The  specific  requirements  in  literature  in  the 
elementary  course  gave  entirely  satisfactory  results,  and  the  method 
will  be  followed  again. 

Buildings. 

This  year  has  been  characterized  by  a  strong  opening  on  new  build- 
ings. Honey  Brook  township  led  off  with  a  modern  one-room 
building,  handsome  and  substantial.  The  Birmingham  directors 
have  built  a  neat  addition  to  one  of  theirs,  enabling  them  to  add  a 
teacher  to  their  faculty  thereby.  West  Goshen  has  completed  a  sys- 
tematic improvement  of  their  outhouses.  All  are  now  entered  from 
the  school  room.  I  have  never  yet  seen  a  better  way  to  expend  two 
hundred  dollars  in  school  improvements  than  this  method  of  solving 
a  most  important  and  heretofore  perplexing  problem.  Avondale 
pupils  will  enter  in  September  a  new  four-room  building  that  is  a 
model  of  convenience  in  every  respect,  and  an  ornament  to  that  thriv- 
ing borough.  Parkesburg  and  Malvern  are  breaking  ground  for  new 
buildings  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  about  January  1,  1899.  The  new 
Parkesburg  school  replaces  the  one  destroyed  by  fire.  In  all  these 
houses  and  plans  a  studied  care  is  observed  to  insure  heat,  light  and 
ventilation  in  abundance.  Arrangements  for  the  placing  of  water  in 
every  room  is  worthy  of  note  in  these  plans. 

Institutes. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  characterized  by  large  and  in- 
terested audiences  and  by  great  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  both 
teachers  and  instructors.  Local  institutes  were  held  during  the 
year  in  Tredyffrin,  Atglen,  Parker  Ford,  Unionville  and  Avondale. 
Mr.  R.  S.  Macnamee,  Mr.  O.  O.  Barr,  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Ash,  Mr.  Arthur  L. 
Yoder  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Hartman,  principals  at  the  several  places  men- 
tioned, had  entire  charge  of  the  local  arrangements,  and  proved  them- 
selves eminently  successful  managers.  Many  prominent  institute 
instructors  were  on  the  programmes.  The  work  of  the  teachers  and 
pupils  was  worthy  of  highest  commendation.  Packed  houses  of  su- 
perior people  were  a  feature  of  every  session. 
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The  annual  commencements  are  fast  becoming  an  important  feature 
of  our  school  work.  With  the  extension,  both  in  territory  and  in  in- 
terest, of  the  graded  course  of  study,  the  graduation  exercises  follow 
as  a  titting  close  of  its  successful  completion.  They  are  steadily 
growing  in  popularity  and  are  a  powerful  factor  in  the  creation  of  a 
healthy  school  sentiment. 

The  Circulating  Library. 

The  report  of  the  librarian  of  the  County  Public  School  Circulat- 
ing Library  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  shows  a  total  of  175  books.  The 
entire  number  of  shares  held  w^as  78,  and  these  were  distributed  over 
12  townships.  This  is  a  remarkable  showing  for  the  first  year  and  is 
sufficient  proof  that  the  library  movement  was  the  result  of  a  demand 
from  the  people  for  good,  standard,  well  selected  reading  at  a  low  cost. 
The  testimony  of  those  who  used  the  books  of  the  Circulating  Library 
last  year  is  full  of  encouragement,  and  we  propose  to  widen  the  sphere 
of  the  library's  influence  and  make  that  influence  much  more  effective 
than  ever.  The  fundamental  principle  of  this  first  organized  effort 
to  supply  our  schools  with  libraries  is  simply  that  of  co-operation — 
each  district  interested,  circulating  books  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
invested,  and  making  exchanges  through  the  central  respository  in 
the  superintendent's  office.  The  superintendent  is  the  librarian  and 
keeps  a  complete  record  of  every  book  owned  and  circulated  by  the 
organization. 

This  library  aims  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  aggressive  teacher 
all  the  material  in  the  way  of  books  that  she  needs,  and  at  a  minimum 
cost  in  money  to  the  district.  Such  books  are  selected  as  will  profit- 
ably supplement  the  lessons  in  history,  geography,  science  and  litera- 
ture. Our  observations  and  experience  have  made  clear  two  im- 
portant points  in  successful  library  installation  implied  in  the  fore- 
going. 1st.  The  books  must  be,  not  mere  story  books,  but  volumes 
of  information — best,  however,  if  put  in  story  form — a  veritable  store- 
house of  information  concerning  man,  society  and  the  earth.  And  2d. 
The  teacher  must  know  both  by  inference  and  examination  the  gen- 
eral nature  of  the  contents  of  these  books,  and  must  use  this  know- 
ledge in  directing  her  pupils  to  that  which  will  broaden  or  intensify 
the  daily  lessons  in  the  various  school  subjects. 

Teachers'  Professional  Society. 

This  organization  has  just  rounded  out  the  second  year  of  a  most 
successful  existence.  By  means  of  a  systematic  study  of  high  grade 
professional  works  and  examinations  on  the  same,  conducted  by  some 
of  the  leading  teachers  in  the  county  a  great  impetus  is  given  higher 
professional  attainments.     The  management  of  the  county  institute 
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has  arranged  to  give  courses  of  lectures,  by  specialists  in  the  several 
lines  of  work,  on  the  same  course  as  the  i)rofessional  society  will  fol- 
low. Many  of  our  teachers  enter  tlie  Saturday  classes  in  Philadel- 
phia, but  to  those  whose  homes  are  too  far  distant  to  make  this  prac- 
ticable we  offer  opportunities  for  study,  identical  in  principle  with 
(he  work  of  I  he  Saiurday  classes  and  at  a  cost  that  simply  covers 
postage.  Truly  a  teacher  who  fails  to  take  advantage  of  these  means 
to  the  attainment  of  a  higher  pedagogical  equipment,  is  fast  drawing 
near  to  thai  line  that  marks  the  boundary  between  the  professionally 
quick,  and  the  professionally  dead. 


CLARION  COUNTY— AV.  A.  P.eer 


Since  our  last  report,  the  work  in  the  county  has  gone  steadily  for- 
ward. The  spirit  of  the  teachers  is  almost  a  unit  for  the  present  rigid 
discipline  which  exacts  so  far  as  possible  good  conduct  of  all  the 
teaching  force.  It  is  with  the  greatest  sorrow  that  mention  is  made 
of  the  fact  that  one  or  two  teachers  have  been  criticised  for  indulgence 
in  intoxicating  liquors.  These  persons  are  not  within  reach  of  the 
county  superintendent  in  the  sense  that  he  could  take  them  out  of  the 
ranks.  A  Normal  diploma  seems  to  exempt  its  possessor  from  the 
exercise  of  any  poAver  in  the  State,  except  that  a  board  of  directors 
has  the  power  to  remove  a  teacher  holding  a  certificate  of  this  grade, 
provided  cause  be  found.  It  is,  however,  a  source  of  gratification  to 
know  that  there  are  not  more  than  three  such  persons  in  our  ranks, 
probably  a  less  number. 

The  local  institute  work  throughout  the  county  was  carried  on 
with  the  usual  earnestness.  It  is  proper  here  to  acknowledge  the 
help  given  to  this  branch  of  our  educational  activity  by  the  ministers 
and  other  professional  men  of  the  county.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to 
enumerate  all  who  assisted,  but  acknowledgment  is  hereby  made  of 
services  rendered  by  Reverends  Dr.  Fradenburg,  Dr.  Kerschner,  R.  F. 
Gass,  H.  S.  Bates,  J.  C.  Fasold,  C.  H.  Frampton,  and  others. 

The  county  institute  was  a  success  in  every  sense.  Prof.  Black  of 
Champaign  preached  the  Tompkins  philosophy  seasoned  with  his  own 
unique  and  forceful  personality.  Prof.  Albert  of  Bloomsburg  as- 
sisted and  gave  excellent  practical  instruction.  T.  R.  Sproull  con- 
ducted the  music,  Dr.  Davis  of  the  Normal  school  appeared  each  day 
as  also  did  Superintendent  Stitzinger  of  Forest,  and  Superintendent 
Sweeny  of  Elk.  Rev.  Goodchild  gave  a  chalk  talk.  At  the  evening 
sessions  Prof.  Black,  Rev.  A.  W.  Lamar,  Howard  Saxby  and  the  Ariel 
Sextette  entertained  our  people. 
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The  attendance  of  the  teachers  was  very  encouraging,  and  the  work 
of  the  institute  was  carried  on  by  the  respective  committees  much  to 
the  relief  of  the  superintendent. 

During  the  year  particular  attention  was  given  in  every  school 
visited  to  the  matter  of  starting  a  public  school  library.  I  have 
thought  it  best  to  abbreviate  my  report  with  reference  to  other 
matters  so  that  I  might  give  in  detail  the  result  of  the  year's  work. 
The  following  table  will  show  the  status  of  the  library  question  in 
the  county  at  the  close  of  the  school  year,  June  1, 1898. 

Library  Statistics. 

Name  of  School.  Name  of  District. 

Attlebarger,   Beaver, 

Blairs'  Corners,   Beaver 

Central,   Beaver 

Jefferson Beaver 

Knights, Beaver 

Monroe Beaver,  

Shady  City,    Beaver,  

Wentlings,    Beaver, 

Callensburg  No.  2,  Callensburg,  

Clarion  borough  general  school  li- 
brary,    

Showers,    Clarion 

Curllsville Curllsville,   

Edenburg  No.  5,  Edenburg 

Edenburg  No.  4,  Edenburg,   

East  Brady,  whole  school,  six  rooms,    

Scotch  Hill,   Farmington, 

Lauer Knox,   

Frogtown,  Limestone,    

Kansas,    Limestone,    

Redbank,  Madison,    

Sandy  Hollow, Madison,    

Oak  Grove,  Millcreek,    

Oakdale Millcreek,    

Johnson,    Millcreek,    

Hazel  Dell ■ Millcreek 

McCanna,    Millcreek,    

Over's,    Monroe 

New  Bethlehem  general  library,  

New  Bethlehem  No.  3,  

New  Bethlehem  No.  1,  

Oak  Hall,  independent,  

Foxburg,  independent.  No.  3, 

Foxburg,  independent,  No.  2, 

Foxburg,  independent.  No.  1, 

Arthurs,  Paint 

Paint  Mills, Paint,    

West  Freedom Perry,  

Means,    Piney,  


No.  of  Estimated 

olumes. 

value. 

57 

$25  00 

16 

50  00 

18 

15  00 

65 

35  00 

8 

9  00 

33 

45  00 

6 

3  00 

30 

15  00 

25 

25  00 

365 

200  00 

15 

15  00 

20 

30  00 

80 

90  00 

19 

30  00 

300 

125  00 

30 

10  00 

3 

1  50 

* 

8  00 

5 

6  00 

22 

17  00 

18 

10  00 

12 

7  50 

12 

5  50 

15 

7  45 

19  ' 

1  50 

25 

12  50 

9 

2  00 

100 

150  00 

57 

23  00 

80 

20  00 

4 

5  00 

36 

40  00 

10 

13  00 

3 

75 

6 

4  00 

18 

12  00 

10 

3  00 

4 

1  00 

*Books  ordered. 
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Name  of  School.  Name  of  District. 

Turney,    Piney 

Males,  Porter,    

Smith's,  Porter,   

Campbell's,  Redbank, 

Alum  Rock,   Richland, 

Chestnut  Ridge Richland 

Rimersburg  No.  3 

Rimersburg  No.  2 

St.  Petersburg  No.  4, 

St.  Petersburg  No.  3, 

Salem,  grammar,  Salem, 

Delo Salem 

Sligo,  library  of  four  schools 

Independence,   Toby, 

Summerville,   Toby,    

Watson,  Toby 

Amsler Washington, 

Lineville, Washington, 

West  Millville  library  of  two  schools,   


No.  of  Estimated 

volumes. 

value. 

14 

8  00 

8 

3  50 

28 

26  00 

8 

15  00 

10 

12  00 

210 

75  00 

8 

15  00 

10 

11  50 

20 

50  00 

70 

50  00 

80 

75  00 

20 

17  00 

85 

50  00 

6 

7  00 

5 

1  25 

6 

13  00 

5 

3  00 

16 

12  00 

40 

45  00 

This  shows  a  total  in  the  public  school  libraries  of  the  county  of 
2,204  volumes  at  a  valuation  of  |1,561.95.  The  libraries  at  East  Brady, 
New  Bethlehem,  Edenburg,  and  Clarion  were  chiefly  purchased  out  of 
the  school  funds  by  the  directors.  Almost  all  the  other  books  in  the 
libraries  of  the  various  schools  were  purchased  by  the  children, 
parents  and  teachers.  In  addition  to  the  schools  named  above,  a 
number  of  schools  have  dictionaries  purchased  by  the  pupils.  The 
Elk  City  school  has  a  set  of  encyclodedias  so  procured,  and  this  as  the 
beginning  of  a  library  was  not  listed  above  since  the  number  of 
volumes  were  not  named  on  the  report  card.  We  have  felt  very  much 
encouraged  by  the  result  of  the  year's  work,  and  we  hope  to  have  the 
assistance  of  several  other  school  boards  during  the  year.  We  hope 
to  have  at  least  a  hundred  libraries  started  before  the  close  of  the 
next  year.     Other  schools  have  already  made  a  beginning. 

It  was  recommended  that  start  should  be  made  even  if  the  pur- 
chases of  books  could  not  exceed  a  few  ten  cent  volumes.  Several 
schools,  as  will  be  seen  above,  started  in  on  a  very  small  scale  finan- 
cially, but  it  is  my  opinion  that  some  of  these  schools  experienced  a 
revival  on  account  of  these  modest  acquisitions  to  the  school  room, 
that  far  surpasses  the  influence  of  some  of  the  more  pretentious  col- 
lections. This  matter  of  a  public  school  library,  is  in  my  mind,  our 
last  and  most  valuable  ally. 
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CLEAKFIELD  COUNTY— G.  W.  Weaver. 


In  submitting  this,  my  second  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Clear- 
field count} ,  I  am  happy  to  report  progress  in  the  school  work. 

Though  the  improvement  is  not  as  great  as  we  would  like  to  see, 
nor  as  decided  as  the  patrons  have  a  right  to  expect,  or  even  demand, 
yet  it  is  encouraging  to  be  able  to  progress.  There  were  fewer  failures 
than  last  year.  The  work  done  by  teachers  was  in  advance  of  the 
previous  year. 

The  directors  in  general  were  anxious  to  hire  better  teachers  though 
in  a  few  places  the  work  was  conducted  on  a  cheap  plan. 

In  Morris  township  only  diplomas,  permanent,  professional  and 
high  grade  provisional  certificates  were  considered,  and  the  result 
was  so  satisfactory,  that  this  year  the  standard  of  provisional  certi- 
cates  was  raised  to  one  and  one-eighth. 

The  enrollment  of  school  children  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of 
the  county.  Special  efforts  were  made  in  nearly  all  the  districts  to 
enforce  the  compulsory  law,  and  still  we  are  obliged  to  report  more 
than  200  not  in  school. 

New  Houses. 

Thirteen  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  Those  in  Sandy 
and  Morris  were  built  of  brick.  The  Morris  township  building  is  a 
four-room  double  story  brick  building,  finished  in  natural  wood, 
Florida  pine.  Smead  system  of  heating.  The  structure  reflects  great 
credit  on  the  directors  and  citizens  of  the  community.  Morris  town- 
ship as  well  as  Woodward  and  Greenwood  have  elected  district  super- 
intendents. New  houses  were  also  built  in  Bell,  Bradford,  Cooper, 
Graham,  Gulich,  Jordan  and  Union  townships,  and  many  others  re- 
paired. The  surroundings  of  many  buildings  have  been  improved 
during  the  year,  but  there  ought  to  be  much  more  done.  Directors 
ought  to  have  sufficient  school  pride  to  remove  the  accumlated  rub- 
bish and  ash  piles  at  least  once  a  year.  A  general  revolution  was  ef- 
fected in  the  outbuildings  in  a  number  of  districts. 

The  3'early  observance  of  Arbor  Day  is  bringing  a  gradual  improve- 
ment in  the  school  grounds.  The  surroundings  in  some  of  the  bor- 
oughs are  a  credit  to  the  towns.  Those  deserving  special  mention 
are  Houtzdale  and  Curwensville.  The  grounds  of  Houtzdale  are  en- 
closed with  a  neat  iron  fence,  a  nice  lawn  and  flowers  blooming  in 
the  yard.  The  best  kept  lawn  is  found  at  Curwensville,  and  many 
improvements  have  been  made  in  Clearfield  borough. 

Public  Examinations. 
During  the  year  twenty-seven,  and  one  special,  examinations  were 
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held,  and  543  apitliiants  were  examined.  To  these  353  provisional 
certificates  were  granted,  and  190  rejected.  Spelling,  mathematics  and 
grammar  still  continue  (o  be  the  weak  points  with  the  ajjplicants. 
The  standard  for  provisional  certificates  was  raised  at  least  25  per 
cent.,  to  this  can  be  atributed  the  cause  of  so  many  failures.  Of  the 
teaching  force  em])loyed  during  the  year,  40  teachers  hold  professional 
certificates,  48  permanent,  8S  diplomas,  and  4  college  diplomas. 

Course  of  Study. 

At  least  three  different  attempts  have  been  made  to  place  a  course 
of  study  in  the  schools  of  Clearfield  county.  For  some  reason  none 
were  fully  adopted.  This  year  another  effort  has  been  made,  and  I 
am  happy  to  report  that  all  the  districts  but  two  have  adopted  the 
\A"elch  course  of  stud}^,  and  these  two  expect  to  adopt  before  the 
schools  open.  We  look  for  great  improvements  in  our  rural  districts 
this  3'ear.  The  work  will  be  better  systematized.  A  course  of  study 
will  secure  at  least  two  things,  better  teaching  and  better  attendance. 
This  alone  will  be  sufficient  compensation. 

High  Schools. 

A  number  of  high  schools  are  doing  efifective  work  in  the  county. 
Classes  with  appropriate  exercises  were  graduated  from  Osceola, 
Houtzdale,  Curw^ensville  and  Clearfield  boroughs,  also  Woodw'ard  and 
Huston  township  high  schools. 

These  cannot  fail  to  create  a  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  higher 
education  and  help  to  keep  the  boys  in  the  high  schools. 

County  Institute. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  Clearfield  in  the  month  of 
December.  The  attendance  w'as  larger  than  usual.  Many  citizens 
were  not  able  to  be  accommodated  wath  standing  room.  Of  the  433 
teachers  enrolled  in  the  county,  all  were  present  but  five,  and  these 
were  kept  at  home  by  sickness.  The  instructors  were  Prof.  Byron 
King,  Pittsburgh;  Dr.  G.  W.  Hull,  Millersville;  Miss  Lelia  Patridge, 
Philadelphia;  Dr.  C  T.  Aldrich,  Newtonville,  Mass;  Superintendent 
N.  L.  Greene,  Du  Bois,  Pa.;  Prof.  H.  L.  Cogswell,  Binghampton,  N. 
Y.  Evening  lecturers,  A.  W.  Lamar,  Ga.;  Capt.  Jack  Crawford,  N. 
Y. ;  Thomas  Dixon,  Jr.,  N.  Y.,  and  New  Y^ork  Male  Quartette. 

Educational  Exhibit, 

One  of  the  new^  and  profitable  features  of  the  institute  was  an  ex- 
hibition of  pupils'  w^ork  from  the  schools  of  the  county.     The  result 
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was  a  great  surprise  to  all,  in  excellence  and  skillful  work.  To  stimu- 
late the  work,  A.  E.  Patton  of  Curwensville  and  the  superintendent, 
each  offered  |25  cash  to  the  committee  to  be  distributed  among  the 
different  pupils  for  superior  work. 

Directors'  Convention. 

The  annual  Directors'  Association  had  the  usual  attendance,  100 
being  enrolled.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  Prof.  Byron  King,  Hon. 
F.  G.  Harris  and  Dr.  Edwards  of  Gulich  township. 

Local  Institute. 

The  county  was  divided  into  eight  districts  in  which  educational  re- 
unions were  held.  An  evidence  of  the  value  of  these  meetings  is 
the  interest  and  attention  manifested  by  citizens. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  thank  the  patrons  and  directors  for  their 
courtesies  extended  during  the  year,  and  the  press  for  their  encourag- 
ing words. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— W.  A.  Snyder. 


The  function  of  our  public  schools  is  to  promote  a  better  citizenship, 
to  foster  right-living  and  to  create  higher  ideals.  Ease  in  bread-win- 
ning is  no  element  in  taxation  for  school  purposes.  The  erroneous 
impression  too  often  prevails  that  the  object  of  securing  an  education 
is  to  enable  its  possessor  to  spend  his  life  in  ease  and  luxury.  This 
idea  should  be  dispelled  by  the  teacher. 

The  influx  of  our  rural  people  into  the  towns  is  wrong  and  must 
be  remedied.  If  our  country  boys  and  girls  were  given  the  same  edu- 
cational advantages,  one  of  the  chief  causes  for  this  transit  would  be 
removed.  The  time  must  come  when  country  pupils  are  furnished 
at  public  expense  with  opportunities  superior  to  what  our  common 
ungraded  schools  can  furnish.  A  central  school  with  a  higher  course 
of  study  for  the  advanced  pupils  of  the  district  is  a  necessity. 

The  sentiment  in  our  county  seems  to  be  steadily  growing  in  this 
direction.  We  have  two  now,  and  the  advisability  of  establishing 
others  is  being  seriously  considered. 

The  attendance  in  our  county  during  the  last  term  was  the  best  we 
have  had  for  some  years.  The  fact  was  demonstrated  that  the 
teacher  is  a  wonderful  power  in  promoting  regularity  of  attendance. 
A  little  missionary  work  is  prolific  in  results.  We  followed  the  plan 
of  having  the  teachers  report  to  us  each  month  concerning  attendance 
and  other  items  of  interest  to  us.     A  list  of  the  ten  schools  having 
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the  best  per  cent,  of  attciidance  was  publislied  each  nioiilli.  I(  had 
a  *?ood  effect. 

About  25  libraries  were  established  last  year.  Reference  works, 
biography,  historical  and  geograi)hical  works  together  with  standard 
literature  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  many  pupils  to  whom  good 
books  were  unknown.  The  books  were  eagerly  read.  l*roj)erly  used 
they  are  a  valuable  aid  in  discipline.  It  is  a  mistake  to  attempt  to 
interest  only  the  advanced  pui)ils.  A  taste  for  the  good  things  in 
literature  should  be  fostered  and  cultivated  right  through  the  grades 
from  the  lowest  to  the  highest. 

School  boards  are  usually  very  slow  to  avail  themselves  of  their 
privilege  in  assisting  in  this  direction.  No  better  investment  can  be 
made.  Ten  dollars  spent  for  books  will  be  much  better  investment 
for  the  district  than  twice  or  three  times  that  amount  spent  for  high- 
priced  apparatus.  The  tirade  by  educators  generally  against  the 
ubiquitous  chart  and  block  peddler  has  had  a  good  effect  and  has 
largely  eliminated  him  as  a  factor  in  the  wanton  extravagance  prac- 
ticed in  different  sections. 

Parents'  days  was  an  innovation  in  our  rural  schools.  It  was  a  dis- 
mal failure  in  a  few  places.  In  other  places,  the  number  of  parents 
present  was  very  encouraging.  Tact  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  is 
necessary  to  secure  a  good  attendance  on  these  occasions.  The  pupils 
must  be  enlisted  and  made  enthusiastic  in  the  matter.  Some  of  the 
parents  present  had  not  been  in  school  since  they  were  there  as 
pupils. 

Many  of  our  school  grounds  bring  to  mind  the  primitive  efforts  at 
clearing  of  the  early  settlers.  Stumps,  stones,  no  room  for  aught  else. 
The  location  determined  upon  because  unfitted  for  anything  other 
than  a  school  house.  The  observance  of  Arbor  Day  is  the  remedy 
suggested.  Many  grounds  have  been  improved.  The  number  of 
dingy  dens  doing  service  as  school  houses  is  being  rapidly  decreased. 
The  great  majority  of  our  school  houses  are  in  very  good  condition. 
Directors  have  discovered  that,  even  from  an  economic  point  of  view, 
it  pays  to  keep  property  in  good  repair. 

The  interior  decorations  permitted  by  some  teachers  remind  you 
of  some  cheap  chromo-shop.  The  portraits  of  Drs.  Higbee  and  Bur- 
rowes,  surrounded  by  "Chew  Climax  Plug"  or  ''Babies  Cry  for 
Pitcher's  Castoria"  are  decidedly  incongruous,  and  reflect  on  the  taste, 
judgment  and  common  sense  of  the  teacher  that  permits  it.  The 
portraits  and  pictures  should  have  an  educational  value  and  an 
aesthetical  value.  Surrounded  by  such  strong  and  benignant  faces  as 
Higbee's,  Burrow^es's,  Lincoln's  and  many  others  should  be  an  inspira- 
tion to  any  pupil. 

Lamar  township  started  a  township  high  school  in  Salona.  At  the 
end  of  one  vear  it  has  won  its  way  into  public  favor  and  silenced  the 
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(.lamors  of  a  coterie  of  pessimists  who  predicted  failure,  and  argued 
that  the  additional  advantages  would  not  be  commensurate  with  the 
price  paid.     It  is  the  most  progressive  move  ever  made  in  the  district. 

Mill  Hall  erected  a  new  six-room  brick  building  in  their  flourishing 
borough.  The  building  is  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  the  county.  It  is 
au  ornament  to  the  town,  and  the  pride  of  the  inhabitants  attests  a 
good  school  sentiment. 

Old  buildings  were  thoroughly  remodeled  in  Beech  Creek  township, 
and  Greene  township. 

The  school  work  in  general  was  more  satisfactory  during  the  last 
year  thany  any  other  j^ear  during  our  encumbencj^  in  oflBce. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— John  K.  Miller. 


The  school  year  closed  with  some  signs  of  encouragement,  although 
no  great  changes  have  taken  place.  A  steady  growth  in  the  cause 
of  education  is  working  out  new  conditions  which  will  in  the  near 
future  enable  this  county  to  make  a  decided  advance  over  all  previous 
records. 

Patrons  are  recognizing  the  fact  that  to  secure  modern  educational 
methods  their  influence  must  be  directed  tow'ards  promoting  and  sup- 
plying such  special  agencies  as  are  approved  by  up-to-date  educators. 
Unless  interest  is  shown  on  the  part  of  the  patrons,  directors  become 
negligent,  and  either  through  timidity  or  parsimony  fail  to  do  as  their 
impulses  prompt  them.  We  are  confident  of  liberal  educational  views 
existing  among  the  people  of  our  most  backward  and  unprogressive 
districts  surrounded  by  the  most  unfavorable  environments.  All  that 
is  necessary  is  carefully  stated  arguments,  and  an  exposition  of  the 
desires  and  ambitions  which  lie  dormant  in  the  hearts  of  the  majority. 

Our  teachers  as  a  body  are  in  advance  of  last  year.  Experience 
and  training  are  being  appreciated,  but  we  think  that  sometimes  too 
much  weight  is  given  by  directors  in  selecting  teachers,  to  the  matter 
of  experience.  Well  trained  young  men  and  women,  with  qualities  of 
mind  that  make  them  "apt  to  teach,"  are  often  better  than  some 
teachers  who  have  had  years  of  experience.  They  come  with  fresh 
ideas  and  new  vigor,  and  directors  should  remember  that  the  best 
teachers  were  once  without  experience.  Good  teachers  of  successful 
experience  should  always  be  held  in  their  old  positions  if  possible, 
and  those  without  experience,  who  have  had  good  training  and  are  in 
earnest  should  be  given  a  fair  chance. 

School  communities  feel  the  influence  of  teachers  prepared  to  meet 
the  cravings  of  their  children  for  those  little  extras  not  in  the  regular 


No.  fi.  CRAWFOHU  COUNTY.  46 

routine  of  school  work,  but  vastly  important  in  keeping  the  minds  of 
l»ui)ils  directed  in  the  i)i-oper  channels.  Some  of  our  teachers,  evi- 
dently think,  that  education  is  a  system  of  grinding  over  and  over 
again  the  hand  full  of  common  branches  said  to  be  the  foundation  of  a 
common  school  education.  Not  realizing  that  experiences  in  life,  our 
doings  and  misdoings,  the  intermingling  and  demands  of  society, 
varied  traits  of  human  nature,  art,  music,  and  literature  together 
with  the  beauties  of  nature  as  manifested  through  the  handiwork  of 
the  Creator,  are  the  instruments  for  the  training  of  nmnkind. 

A  course  of  reading  wais  outlined  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
superintendent  at  our  last  institute.  The  classics  selected  are.  The 
Vision  of  Sir  Jiaunfal,  The  Cotter's  Saturday  Night,  The  Sketch  Book, 
The  Deserted  Village,  Lamb's  Tales  and  Hamlet.  A  noticeable  in- 
crease'd  interest  has  been  awakened  in  the  study  of  standard  literature 
through  this  movement.  Undergraduate  teachers  are  learning  to 
realize  that  ability  to  tell  the  story  of  these  productions  with  fair  ac- 
curacy, is  (juite  essential. 

With  prospects  of  a  longer  school  term  in  at  least  five  or  six  dis- 
tricts, increased  salaries,  the  retention  of  good  teachers,  assistance 
from  directors  in  the  work  of  supervision,  more  pride  in  the  architec- 
tural appearance  of  school  property,  and  the  establishment  of  town- 
ship graded  schools  in  several  districts,  we  are  looking  forward  with 
pleasing  anticii)ations  to  a  more  satisfactory  report  next  year. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— E.  M.  Mixer. 


Results  seem  to  show  that  the  i>ast  year  has  been  a  successful  one. 
The  teachers  have  been  enthusiastic  and  have  shown  a  desire  to  do 
better  work.  One  of  the  ways  is  indicated  by  their  endeavoring  to 
obtain  a  better  education.  Clarion,  Edinboro  and  Slippery  Rock  en- 
rolled 206  Crawford  county  teachers.  This  with  the  number  that 
have  been  attending  other  Normal  schools  and  colleges  show  that  the 
time  is  near  at  hand  wiien  our  schools  can  be  supplied  with  better 
teachers.  The  time  is  past  when  teachers  must  "read  up''  on  some 
one  book  that  they  may  pass  the  superintendent's  examination. 
What  w^e  need  is  weir  educated,  well  trained  men  and  women  in  our 
schools,  teachers  who  know  ^heir  subject  and  know  how^  to  teach  it. 

The  county  has  been  divided  into  districts  for  institute  purposes. 
In  addition  to  local  institutes  which  were  held'  in  nearly  all  of  the 
townships,  district  institutes  were  held  at  Hydetown.  Townville, 
Spartansburg,  Cochranton,  Conneautville  and  Hartstown.  All  of 
the  meetings  were  well  attended.     Two  round  table  meetings  were 
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held  by  the  principals  of  the  county.  While  the  meetings  were  more 
for  die  principals,  yet  they  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  of  interest 
to  all  teachers.  During  the  year  a  fine  school  house  has  been  built  at 
.Geneva.  It  is  a  brick  structure,  heated  with  a  furnace  and  is  a  credit 
to  the  town,  Springboro  has  built  an  addition  to  their  school  house 
and  have  adopted  a  twelve  year  course  of  study. 

The  fund  left  over  from  the  county  institute  has  been  invested  in 
a  teachers'  library.  The  number  of  books  taken  from  the  library 
show  the  interest  that  is  manifested  in  it. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— I.  L.  Bryner. 


We  have  put  forth  our  best  efforts,  during  the  year  that  has  jusl 
closed,  to  arouse  a  deeper  interest  in  the  public  schools  and  the 
cause  of  education  within  our  county.  In  this,  we  have  been  ably 
assisted  by  the  most  progressive  element  of  our  teachers  and  di 
rectors.  The  results  in  many  localities  have  been  very  encouraging. 
We  held  our  local  institutes  which  were  revived  last  year,  after  lying 
dormant  for  some  years,  and  in  addition  we  merged  the  teachers' 
meetings  and  parents'  meetings  into  a  united  meeting.  One  was  held 
in  nearly  every  country  school  house  in  the  county.  Parents  and  all 
friends  of  education  were  invited.  Large  crowds  attended.  They 
invariably  going  away  with  more  kindly  feeling  toward  the  teacher 
and  the  school.  In  about  one-half  of  the  tow^nships  in  the  county,  the 
directors  passed  resolutions,  requiring  the  teachers  to  hold  these 
meetings.  In  many  districts,  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  teaching 
body  did  not  need  the  stimulating  effect  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
directors.  From  reports  received  from  all  parts  of  the  county,  the 
benefits  derived  from  these  meetings  have  been  as  follows:  less 
parental  interference  and  more  united  co-operation,  visitation  of 
schools  by  parents,  more  frequent  visits  by  directors,  and  encouraging 
and  stimulating  effect  on  teachers,  as  well  as  pupils,  and  a  better, 
healthier  educational  sentiment  in  the  county,  than  has  existed  for 
some  3'ears.  We  expect  during  the  coming  year  to  have  at  least  one 
meeting  held  in  every  school  house  in  the  districts. 

All  the  schools  were  vLsited  once,  and  over  one  hundred,  twice. 
Be  it  to  the  credit  of  the  directors  in  the  country  districts,  that  the 
superintendent  did  not  visit  one  of  their  schools  without  a  part  or 
the  entire  board  accompanying.  In  many  districts,  the  directors 
have  committees  who  visit  the  schools  every  month. 

The  two  barriers  which  stand  most  in  the  way  of  progress  are  low 
salaries,  and  an  erroneous  idea  that  directors  must  employ  teachers 
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of  their  ovvu  township,  if  such  are  to  be  had,  an  idea  which  is  as  detri- 
mental to  progress,  as  it  is  absurd.  Last  year  I  sent  a  grade  of  every 
teacher  in  each  township  to  the  secretary  of  the  board,  reciuesting  him 
to  present  it  at  the  election  of  teachers.  In  the  face  of  this,  many 
teachers  who  held  the  grade  ''poor''  were  re-elected,  and  tirst  class  ap- 
plicants were  turned  aside  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  applicant  with 
the  low  grade  was  a  resident  of  the  township,  while  the  first  class 
applicant  was  not.  At  least  one  dozen  of  the  schools  that  were  filled 
Avith  kuow^n  notoriously  incompetent  teachers  could  have  been  filled 
with  tirst  class  teachers,  had  not  this  rule  of  exclusiveness  held  sway. 
I  shall  again  send  the  grade  of  each  teacher  to  the  directors  with  the 
hope  that  it  will  be  a  guide  line  to  them,  as  well  as  a  stimulant  to  the 
indifferent  teacher. 

The  number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  is  becom- 
ing small.  Out  of  a  total  of  two  hundred  and  forty  teachers,  but  forty 
hold  provisionals.  We  have  a  number  of  professional  certificates 
which  have  been  carried  from  year  to  year.  No  teacher  who  has  pro- 
gress as  his  motto  will  ask  that  this  certificate  be  renewed  from  time 
to  time.  If  he  has  not  the  ambition  for  higher  training  and  a  higher 
grade  certificate,  let  him  give  way  to  those  who  have  tke  ambition 
and  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the  traintng  offered  by  our  pro- 
fessional schools.  Schools  for  higher  training  are  now  so  numer- 
ous and  the  expense  so  small,  that  the  person  who  wishes  to  teach 
should  either  prepare  himself,  or  not  attempt  it  at  all.  I  question  the 
statement,  "that  poor  scholars  are  good  teachers."  The  possible 
exception  can  not  establish  the  rule. 

During  last  year's  examination,  I  asked  of  every  applicant  what 
books  he  had  read  during  the  preceding  year?  This  revealed  to  me 
that  a  small  number  of  our  teachers  are  good  readers,  a  large  portion 
read  very  sparingly,  while  the  largest  portion  were  doing  no  reading 
whatever,  but  continued  from  year  to  year  to  draw  from  their  old 
stock  of  ideas  without  attempting  to  replenish  the  same.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  the  same  question  at  this  year's  examination  showed  a 
most  marked  improvement.  We  hope  in  time,  by  the  united  efforts 
of  all  w^ho  stand  for  progress,  to  place  the  schools  of  this  valley  on 
the  high  plane  which  they  should  occupy. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— R.  M.  McNeal. 


The  statistical  report,  already  on  file  at  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  contains  all  desirable  information  as  to  the  material  con- 
dition of  our  schools.     In  summing  up  the  work  of  the  past  year,  I 
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can  not  say  that  we  attained  all  I  hoped  to  see  accomplished;  never- 
the-less  we  had  a  fairly  prosperous  year.  We  not  only  held  our  vant- 
age-ground but  made  some  advance  along  the  whole  line  of  effort. 

There  was  a  slight  cut  in  teachers'  wages  in  a  few  districts,  but  this 
was  more  than  balanced  by  the  increase  in  other  districts.  The  term 
was  not  shortened  anywhere  in  the  county,  while  one  month  was 
added  in  upper  Swatara,  and  two  months  in  Gratz. 

Another  year  under  the  operation  of  the  compulsory  school  law  has 
furnished  additional  evidence  of  the  wisdom  of  the  measure.  The 
amendments  passed  by  the  last  Legislature  make  it  still  more  effective 
in  securing  the  objects  for  which  it  was  enacted.  The  law  has  been 
generally  obeyed  in  this  county  and  directors  have  encountered  com- 
paratively little  difliculty  in  enforcing  it  where  they  showed  proper 
determination  to  carry  out  its  provisions.  I  am  sorry  to  say  in  a 
very  few  districts  the  directors  have  not  made  any  efforts  to  enforce 
the  law. 

The  forty-fifth  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was  held  in 
Chestnut  Street  Hall,  Harrisburg,  November  .15-19,  1897.  The  in- 
structors were  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction; Mrs.  Mathilde  Coffin  Ford,  Joseph  S.  Walton,  W.  W.  Deat- 
rick,  E.  Oram  Lyte,  G.  M.  D.  Eckels  and  M.  G.  Brumbaugh.  Mr.  A. 
M.  Lindsay  had  charge  of  the  singing  and  gave  daily  instruction  in 
vocal  music. 

Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Rev. 
John  R.  Reitzel  and  Col.  L.  F.  Copeland,  and  a  concert  was  given  by 
the  Dickinson  College  Orchestra  and  Glee  Club. 

Every  teacher  employed  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county  was  in 
attendance  at  the  institute. 

The  instruction  given  w-as  able  and  practical,  and  was  highly  ap- 
preciated by  the  teachers  and  the  general  public  that  attended  the 
sessions. 

The  "honor  system"  of  keeping  and  reporting  attendance  adopted 
a  year  ago  was  continued.  The  plan  grows  in  favor  with  the  teachers, 
and  in  its  results  has  proved  to  be  the  best  and  most  effective  method 
we  have  ever  employed. 

The  local  institute  work  w^as  carried  on  during  the  year  with  in- 
creased interest  and  most  gratifying  results.  There  w^ere  fewer  ab- 
sentees among  the  teachers,  more  thorough  preparation  on  the  part 
of  those  participating  in  the  exercises,  a  greater  number  of  directors 
and  larger  audiences  of  patrons  present  than  any  previous  year  since 
the  organization  of  these  meetings. 

During  the  year  I  attended  forty-nine  educational  meetings,  most 
of  these  being  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  and  confer- 
ences with  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  through  the  rural  dis- 
tricts of  the  county. 
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The  JSoliool  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  nicetinj;  in  the 
court  house,  November  18,  durinj^  the  session  of  the  county  institute. 
The  semi-annual  mcctinj;-  was  held  at  Steelton,  February  2G. 

At  both  of  these  meetings  the  questions  considered  pertained  to  tlie 
work  of  directors  in  their  relation  of  the  schools,  and  were  discussed 
with  ability  and  interest  by  the  members  present.  The  practical 
problem  in  connection  with  this  work  is,  How  to  secure  a  more  general 
attendance  of  directors  at  the  meetings  of  the  association?  Progres- 
sive directors  whose  votes  and  influence  are  always  for  good  schools, 
attend  the  meetings  whenever  possible  and  often  make  considerable 
sacrifice  to  be  present;  but  the  careless,  indifferent,  over  conservative 
members  who  block  all  educational  progress  and  oppose  every 
measure  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools  are  never  found  in  educa- 
tional meetings  of  any  kind. 

The  association  has  already  done  much  in  various  ways  for  the  im- 
provement of  our  schools,  and  would  be  a  potent  factor  in  awaken- 
ing the  interest  and  quickening  the  zeal  of  the  negligent,  if  they  could 
be  brought  within  the  range  of  its  influence. 

F.  B.  Wickersham,  Esq.,  of  Steelton,  was  elected  president  and  C.  A. 
Reehling  was  re-elected  secretary. 

One  of  the  most  important  movements  of  recent  years  for  increas- 
ing the  efficiency  of  our  public  schools  is  that  relating  to  school  li- 
braries. This  work  though  started  in  a  very  humble  way  in  our 
county,  is  growing;  and  considering  the  fact  that  no  public  money 
has  been  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books,  except  for  diction- 
aries, encyclopedias  and  other  books  of  reference,  the  results  have 
been  quite  gratifying.  Some  of  these  libraries  started  with  a  collec- 
tion of  less  than  twenty-five  books,  but  they  have  been  steadily  grow- 
ing until  we  have,  even  in  the  country  districts,  some  very  good  sized 
libraries.  Over  five  hundred  volumes  were  added  to  our  libraries  in 
the  county  during  the  past  year. 

Xearly  all  the  money  used  for  library  purposes  has  been  raised  by 
teachers  and  pupils  of  the  schools  through  entertainments,  spelling 
bees,  fairs,  lectures,  etc.  In  most  cases  an  excellent  line  of  books 
has  been  selected,  but  in  a  few  instances  the  reading  matter  is  not  the 
best  that  could  have  been  chosen.  The  desire  to  get  the  largest  num- 
ber of  volumes  possible  for  the  amount  of  money  at  command  has  led 
some  committees  to  give  too  little  attention  to  the  quality  of  the  books 
purchased.  It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  select  books  of  suitable  char- 
acter, within  the  comprehension  of  pupils,  and  that  will  at  the  same 
time  gratify  their  variety  of  taste  for  reading  matter. 

The  value  of  school  libraries  to  the  pupils  depends  very  largely  on 
the  teachers.  If  teachers  manifest  the  interest  they  should  in  cul- 
tivating a  taste  for  reading  on  the  part  of  pupils,  direct  them  as  to 
what  they  should  read,  question  them  upon  what  they  have  read,  help 
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them  to  a  clearer  understanding  of  the  lessons  taught,  then  the  li- 
brar3-  is  of  inestimable  benefit  to  those  who  have  access  to  it. 

The  teachers'  reading  course,  under  the  direction  of  the  county  in- 
stitute, is  each  year  giving  additional  proof  of  its  value.  This  year  ap- 
plicants for  certificates  were  examined  not  only  on  the  professional 
books  of  the  course,  but  also  on  the  classics  recommended  for  the 
year. 

The  adoption  of  this  course  of  reading  has  done  much  to  system- 
atize the  professional  study  of  our  teachers  in  consequence  of  which 
they  are  accomplishing  more  satisfactory  results. 

Many  of  our  teachers  do  not  do  enough  general  reading.  This  is 
true  of  some  who  pass  creditable  examinations  in  the  subjects  re- 
quired to  be  taught  in  our  schools.  A  teacher  who  lacks  culture  and 
general  information  can  not  teach  any  subject  as  it  should  be  pre- 
sented. 

Classes  were  graduated  by  the  high  schools  of  Elizabethville,  Hali- 
fax, Hummelstown,  Lykens,  Millersburg  and  Williamstown.  I  ex- 
amined most  of  these  classes,  and  assisted  in  the  examination  of  all 
of  them.  The  commencement  exercises  were  largely  attended,  and 
were  occasions  of  educational  interest  and  enthusiasm  in  all  these 
towns. 

The  alumni  association  of  the  Lykens  high  school  has  shown  an  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  its  alma  mater  and  in  the  progress  of  the 
schools  of  the  town  that  deserves  special  mention.  A  year  ago  the 
association  offered  a  gold  medal  to  the  member  of  the  senior  class, 
and  a  similar  one  to  the  member  of  the  junior  class  who  should  at- 
tain the  highest  average  for  general  scholarship  during  the  year.  The 
medals  were  presented  on  commencement  evening  by  Mr.  Irvin  J. 
Long,  editor  of  the  Lykens  Register,  and  president  of  the  association, 
who  announced  that  similar  prizes  would  be  given  next  year. 

The  last  Legislature  passed  a  law  changing  the  basis  of  distribution 
of  the  State  appropriation  that  is  supposed  to  be  to  the  advantage 
of  the  rural  districts.  It  is  difficult  to  get  a  basis  of  distribution  that 
would  be  absolutely  just  and  equitable  to  all  interests  involved,  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  in  the  apportionment  of  this  fund  some  descrimi- 
nation  should  be  shown  in  favor  of  districts  that  use  the  money  for 
the  improvement  of  the  schools.  The  tax  rate  for  school  purposes 
in  this  county  last  year  ranged  from  one-half  mill  to  eight  mills. 

Districts  that  keep  their  schools  open  beyond  the  minimum  term 
and  pay  good  salaries,  thus  affording  the  children  better  educational 
advantages,  get  no  more  of  the  State  money  than  districts  having 
only  six  months  school  and  paying  the  lowest  wages. 

There  are  districts  that  have  never  applied  a  dollar  of  the  addi- 
tional appropriation  to  the  improvement  of  their  schools.  The  term 
is  no  longer,  teachers'  wages  no  higher,  and  school  facilities  in  no  re- 
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spect  better  tlian  when  Ihe  scliools  of  (he  Shile  received  less  than  a 
million  dollars  appropriation. 

If  the  money  appropriated  by  the  State  is  intended  for  the  schools, 
some  means  should  be  devised  by  which  they  shall  get  the  benefit  of  it. 

The  instruction  in  vocal  music  given  at  the  county  institute  for 
several  years  is  producing  good  results  throughout  the  county.  Vocal 
music  is  taught,  not  only  in  the  boroughs,  but  in  many  of  the  rural 
districts.  Although  we  have  no  township  high  schools,  sentiment  in 
several  districts  is  rapidly  growing  in  favor  of  establishing  them, 
and  we  hope  the  movement  will  soon  take  definite  shape.  Children 
in  the  rural  districts  who  want  the  benefit  of  high  school  training 
should  have  the  opportunity  to  get  it. 

The  most  immediate  needs  of  the  schools  in  this  county  are  a  longer 
term  in  the  rural  districts,  better  wages  for  qualified  teachers,  greater 
care  and  discrimination  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  more  and  better 
school  libraries,  and  a  deeper  and  more  general  conviction  on  the  part 
of  the  people  as  to  their  duty  in  the  education  and  training  of  the 
3'outh  of  this  country. 

During  the  year  our  teachers,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  were 
tireless  and  conscientious  in  their  work,  many  of  the  directors  unsel- 
fishly gave  their  time  and  labored  earnestly  for  the  welfare  of  the 
schools,  the  people  generally  gave  teachers  and  school  authorities 
loyal  support,  and  the  newspapers  of  the  county  and  city,  by  the  /ree 
use  of  their  columns  for  the  publication  of  educational  matter  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  growth  of  popular  intelligence. 

To  these  and  all  others  who  in  any  way  helped  to  improve  the 
schools  or  advance  the  cause  of  education,  I  acknowledge  my  indebt- 
edness and  return  my  thanks. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


If  there  is  one  fact  that  indicates  a  growing  sentiment  in  educa- 
tional work  in  the  county,  more  than  another,  it  is  the  fact  that  the 
rural  districts  have  taken  up  the  question  of  better  school  facilities 
for  their  children  in  a  practical  way.  This  condition  of  affairs  has 
been  brought  about  largely  by  means  of  educational  meetings,  some 
of  which  occupied  only  a  single  evening.  Ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
the  neighborhood  and  one  or  two  of  the  teachers  w-ere  invited  to  pre- 
pare papers  upon  the  question  selected  for  consideration,  which  with 
a  recitation  from  each  school  in  the  district  and  a  few  musical  selec- 
tions by  the  pupils  of  the  schools,  furnished  a  very  interesting  and 
profitable  evening.     In  one  district  after  the  superintendent  had  held 
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such  a  meeting,  the  citizens  present  at  once  arranged  for  another 
meeting  which  was  followed  by  a  third.  A  strong  sentiment  for  a 
grammar  grade  was  developed,  but  a  majority  of  the  school  board 
being  oi>posed,  the  carrying  out  of  the  i)lan  was  of  necessity'  post- 
poned for  the  present.  Districts  containing  three  and  four  schools 
scattered  over  the  townshij),  each  school  having  from  six  to  ten  large 
boys  and  girls,  should  provide  them  with  better  school  privileges  than 
the  rural  school  with  its  numerous  grades  can  possibly  offer.  It  will 
cost  less  than  to  allow  these  scholars  to  be  sent  away  to  school,  and 
they  will  have  the  incalculable  privilege  of  securing  two  or  three 
more  years'  schooling  under  home  influence. 

The  directors  of  Upper  Chichester  took  up  the  question  a  year  ago 
and  established  a  grammar  grade  which  was  well  patronized  from 
the  first.  The  directors  of  Newtown  townshij)  also  established  a 
grammar  grade  which  has  taken  a  strong  hold  upon  the  jjeople  of  the 
district.  Its  efficiency  was  somewhat  interfered  with  because  of  the 
protracted  illness  of  the  princii>al,  making  it  necessary  to  employ  two 
substitutes  during  the  year.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  directors  of 
Bethel  townshij),  it  was  decided  to  organize  a  grammar  grade  for  the 
largest  scholars  of  the  district  and  the}'  are  now  actively  engaged  in 
building  an  addition  to  one  of  their  schools  to  accommodate  this  new 
grade.  The  citizens  of  Eastern  Haverford  took  up  this  important 
question  themselves  and  asked  the  directors  for  a  new  school  building 
to  take  the  place  of  the  two  old  ones  in  that  part  of  the  township  so 
that  their  children  could  have  the  advantages  of  better  classifica- 
tion. 

The  directors  at  once  arranged  to  carry  into  effect  the  plans  of  these 
progressive  citizens,  and  on  the  2d  day  of  June,  a  beautiful  stone 
building  was  dedicated  to  public  school  purposes  with  appropriate 
exercises.  It  contains  two  large,  well  lighted  rooms  and  its  location 
is  a  very  desirable  one.  The  directors  of  Upper  Providence  more 
definitely  organized  the  schools  under  their  care,  at  the  opening  of  the 
last  school  term  and  more  beneficial  results  were  obtained  as  a  re- 
sult. I  congratulate  the  people  of  the  district  referred  to  upon  the 
advance  step  they  have  taken,  and  I  am  quite  sure  they  will  never 
have  cause  to  regret  it. 

The  farmers"  institutes  held  in  the  county  did  much  to  awaken  edu- 
cational interest,  especially  in  the  rural  sections.  Each  program 
provided  educational  topics  for  discussion  which  proved  quite  profit- 
able. Children  from  the  schools  were  given  places  upon  the  program 
at  each  meeting,  and  this  proved  an  incentive  to  do  better  school 
work. 

The  interest  in  the  county  course  of  study  has  been  kept  up.  Fif- 
teen out  of  the  twenty-four  districts  in  the  county  not  having  a  course 
adopted  for  themselves,  presented  sixty-two  pupils  for  examination. 
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A  larj^er  percentage  tluui  u.sual  failed  to  make  the  required  standard 
but  this  was  hirgely  due  to  the  fact  that  a  number  of  pupils  attended 
the  examinations  against  tlie  wishes  of  their  teachers.  It  is  likely 
the  committee  will  decline  to  examine  any  one  hereafter  who  does 
not  present  a  written  recommendation  from  the  teacher. 

A  number  of  additional  schools  were  opened  during  the  year  to 
better  accommodate  the  increased  school  population.  Upper  Chi- 
chester added  one  more  school  to  her  number,  Clifton  Heights  one, 
Collingdale  one,  Colwyn  two.  Darby  one.  Upper  Darby  one,  Lans- 
downe  one,  Norwood  one,  Newtown  one,  Radnor  four,  Sharon  Hill  one, 
and  Swarthmore  one,  making  a  total  increase  of  sixteen  schools  in 
one  year.  The  directors  of  Landsdowne  also  opened  a  i)ublic  Kinder- 
garten in  connection  with  their  public  schools.  It  struck  a  very 
popular  thought  in  the  borough  and  the  attendance  soon  ran  up  to 
about  sixty.  It  is  the  first  public  Kindergarten  established  in  the 
county. 

The  number  of  schools  has  increased  so  rapidly  in  Radnor  township 
that  the  directors  decided  to  elect  a  district  supervisor.  They  ac- 
cordingly during  the  year  elected  George  H.  Wilson,  principal  of  the 
Wayne  High  School,  township  superintendent.  This  will  give  the 
schools  closer  supervision  than  they  could  have  before. 

The  directors  of  Colwyn  built  a  second  siory  to  their  school  house 
which  gave  them  two  additional  rooms.  These  they  furnished  with 
the  most  improved  school  furniture  and  all  necessary  school  ap- 
paratus. Both  rooms  were  occupied  at  the  opening  of  the  school 
term  and  by  another  jenr,  additional  accommodations  will  likely  be 
needed.  The  school  boards  of  Clifton  Heights,  Lansdowne  and 
Swarthmore  have  arranged  for  extensive  additions  to  their  school 
buildings  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  them  by  an  ever  increas- 
ing poi)ulation. 

The  new  school  district  of  Morton  was  created  from  the  township 
of  Springfield.  The  school  board  elected  for  the  new  district  entered 
upon  their  duties  at  once  and  have  made  a  good  start  for  a  success- 
ful year's  work. 

With  the  growth  indicated  by  the  facts  reported,  comes  also  a  de- 
mand for  better  trained  teachers.  Last  year  we  had  an  increase  of 
eight  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  professionally  trained  teachers.  In 
reviewing  the  work  for  the  year,  I  am  encouraged  to  believe  that  still 
better  results  will  be  expected  b}^  the  patrons  of  the  schools,  and  I  am 
w^ell  convinced  that  the  teachers  will  use  their  best  endeavors  to 
meet  every  requirement  satisfactorily. 

Recognizing  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  the  newspapers 
of  the  county  in  the  work  of  education,  I  return  my  thanks  for  the 
same.  I  also  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  directors,  teachers 
and  patrons  for  their  encouragement  and  kindly  interest  in  the  edu- 
cational work  of  the  county. 
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ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweeney. 


During  tlie  year,  educational  matters  have  received  due  considera- 
tion from  all  persons  concerned;  and  as  a  result  much  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  scope  and  eflBciency  of  the  work. 

Teachers,  Term  and  Salary. 

The  long  term  is  constantly  gaining  favor,  only  a  few  districts  now 
have  as  short  a  term  as  seven  months,  while  most  districts  have  eight 
months,  and  two  districts  each  nine  months. 

With  a  corresponding  increase  in  salary  paid,  the  Normal  graduates 
and  best  teachers  from  outside,  as  well  as  from  within  the  county, 
seek  employment,  giving  the  directors  a  chance  to  get  good  talent. 

During  the  past  year  over  thirty-one  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  em- 
ployed were  Normal  graduates,  while  only  eleven  per  cent,  were  per- 
sons having  no  previous  experience  as  teachers;  the  other  fifty-eight 
per  cent,  were  teachers  holding  permanent,  professional  and  provi- 
sional certificates,  and  who  had  earned  their  re-election  by  efficient 
service.     However,  a  few  schools  were  still  below  expectations. 

Institute. 

County:  In  the  week  beginning  November  28,  the  annual  institute 
was  held  at  Kidgway,  and  although  a  few  disappointments  were  ex- 
perienced, it  was  a  successful  meeting. 

Day  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  J.  W.  Redway, 
Dr.  Lightner  Witmer,  Superintendent  W.  A.  Beer,  and  local  in- 
structors, Superintendents  W.  M.  Pierce,  F.  C.  Cassidy,  W.  G.  Bauer 
and  J.  J.  Lynch.  Prof,  F.  J.  Lion,  ably  conducted  the  musical  work 
and  Miss  Sarah  B.  Swift  officiated  at  the  piano. 

The  evening  program  was  rendered  in  the  magnificent  new 
opera  house  by  the  following  able  talent:  Mozart  Symphony  Club, 
John  Temple  Graves,  John  B.  De  Motte  and  Howard  Saxby. 

Local:  Local  institutes  were  continued  throughout  the  county 
with  increased  interest,  being  now  recognized  as  permanent  and  nec- 
essary factors  in  the  school  work  and  are  widely  attended  by  teachers, 
directors  and  patrons.  The  Superintendent  was  present  and  as- 
sisted in  all  meetings,  which  were  ably  conducted  by  district  super- 
intendents, principals  and  leading  teachers  of  the  county. 

Visitations. 

The  superintendent  visited  all  schools  in  the  county  during  the  term 
and  made  a  second  visit  to  all  districts,  making  altogether  three  hun- 
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dred  and  fourteen  visitations.  The  (eaebers  in  most  cases  deserve 
commendation  for  their  willingness  to  receive  and  adapt  suggestions 
and  for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  advancing  the  spirit  of  educa- 
tional progress. 

Directors:  Visitation  by  school  directors  has  been  more  general 
than  usual,  and  a  plan  i)racticed  by  some  boards  is  recommended  to 
others.  One  director  is  allotted  a  month  when  he  is  to  visit  all  schools 
in  the  district  and  make  a  detailed  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
board,  when  another  is  required  to  do  likewise,  each  successive  month 
during  the  year.  In  districts  where  schools  are  not  easy  of  access,  I 
consider  this  mode  preferable  to  visiting  collectively,  as  it  is  con- 
tinuous for  the  term,  and  it  stimulates  teachers,  pupils  and  parents. 

Patrons:  In  most  districts  the  patrons  were  more  generous  than 
usual  in  their  visits  to  the  schools  and  they  have  taken  great  interest 
in  literary,  library  and  institute  work. 

District  Supervision. 

Each  year's  work  demonstrated  more  clearly  that  district  super- 
vision is  necessary  in  townships,  if  the  rural  child  is  to  have  equal 
advantages  with  those  attending  the  town  and  city  schools  having 
supervisory  principals;  for  only  in  this  way  will  our  various  town- 
ship high  schools  take  equal  rank  and  have  as  feeders  all  the  lower 
schools  of  the  district,  each  forming  an  integral  part  of  the  system. 

Improvement  in  Equipment. 

Many  improvements  have  been  made  in  buildings  and  appoint- 
ments. Spring  Creek  completed  a  modern  four  room  high  school 
building,  with  a  system  of  heating  and  ventilation,  the  upper  floor 
making  an  auditorium  forty-four  by  seventy-eight  feet.  Fox,  High- 
land and  Ridgway  township  each  built  a  substantial  single  room 
building.  Much  attention  has  been  giving  to  papering  walls,  dec- 
orating and  giving  a  general  cultured  appearance  to  the  rooms. 
Nearly  all  windows  are  supplied  with  shades. 

Some  practical  means  of  heating  and  ventilating  the  county  school 
houses  is  still  much  in  need,  in  order  that  the  child  may  develop  phy- 
sically. 

Agents. 

The  agents  have  still  continued  their  seductive  methods  in  their 
endeavor  to  raise  our  educational  standard,  but  in  justice  to  the  di- 
rectors, we  report  that  no  useless  expensive  apparatus  was  purchased 
during  the  year.  The  regular  text  books,  including  desk  dictionaries, 
and  supplementary  works,  school  supplies,  maps  and  globes  of  liberal 
cost  and  a  few  books  of  reference  constitute  the  purchases. 


56  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Libraries. 

New  libraries  were  created  during  tlie  year  and  many  good  boolvS 
were  added  to  tliose  already  in  use;  the  selection  being  left  to  com- 
petent committees,  so  that  we  can  now  report  a  good  library  spirit 
throughout  the  county,  in  rural  and  graded  schools. 

The  districts  deserving  special  mention  in  this  work,  during  the 
year,  are  Benzinger,  Johnsonburg,  Spring  Creek  and  Highland. 

Literary  Work. 

Literary  societies  were  organized  in  graded  and  rural  schools  and 
in  connection  with  the  library  have  done  much  to  create  interest  and 
spread  knowledge.  We  trust  that  next  year  will  witness  this  good 
work  extended  to  all  pupils  in  the  county. 

Physical,  Industrial  and  Musical, 

The  physical,  industrial  and  musical  education  of  the  child  has  not 
been  overlooked,  and  music,  drawing  and  physical  exercise  are  taught 
by  many  of  our  teachers.  We  expect  to  be  able  to  report  one  year 
hence  that  this  part  of  the  work  has  been  drafted  into  the  course  and 
that  most  teachers  succeed  in  the  work. 

Professional  Reading. 

The  yearly  adoption  of  uniform  professional  reading  is  practiced 
in  our  county  and  many  of  the  permanent  teachers  possess  a  library 
containing  an  encj^clopaedia,  dictionary,  works  of  the  standard  au- 
thors and  approved  works  on  their  profession.  We  suggest  that 
each  person  who  wishes  to  remain  in  the  service  should  build  up  this 
necessary  equipment. 

The  Press. 

The  press  of  the  county  has  been  a  helpful  agency  in  the  promo- 
tion of  educational  enthusiasm.  We  commend  the  co-operation  and 
invite  them  to  continue  in  the  work. 

Death. 

The  profession  sustained  a  severe  loss  during  the  year  in  the  death 
of  Prof.  J.  H.  Reuscher,  of  Benzinger,  and  Miss  Daisy  Hewitt,  of 
Horton,  two  very  worthy  teachers,  who  were  suddenly  cut  off  in  the 
high  tide  of  their  earthly  usefulness. 

Conclusion. 

Finally,  we  wish  to  heartily  thank  the  teachers,  directors,  citizens, 
the  press  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  assist- 
ance we  have  received  in  our  work. 
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ERIE  COUNTY— Thos.  M.  Morrison. 


In  submitting  this  report  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Erie  county  arc  improving,  which  fact  is  due  to  the 
general  improvement  of  our  teachers  in  scholarship  and  professional 
skill.  The  standard  for  certificates  has  been  gradually  raised  and 
as  a  result  many  half-])repared  teachers  have  dropped  out  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  many  others  have  attended  some  school  during  the  year 
to  prepare  themselves  better  for  their  work. 

The  general  conditions  are  also  improving.  The  directors  are 
building  better  houses  or  repairing  the  old  ones.  The  school  term 
is  growing  longer  and  the  salaries  are  increasing  slowly.  There  is  a 
growing  demand  for  the  higher  education  and  many  townships  are 
contemplating  the  building  of  suitable  houses  for  township  high 
schools.  Nearly  all  the  townships  held  district  institutes  once  each 
month,  which  were  well  attended  and  very  interesting.  Joint  in- 
stitutes were  held  in  several  townships.  Our  annual  county  insti- 
tute was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  this  county.  Five 
hundred  and  forty  teachers  were  enrolled,  and  more  than  one  thou- 
sand persons  were  present  each  day.  The  day  instructors  were  Prof. 
O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  J.  W.  Redway,  New  York,  Miss.; 
Margaret  McCloskey,  Lock  Haven,  Pa.;  Miss  I.  L.  Shipman,  Ft,  Plain, 
N.  Y.;  Prof.  W.  M.  Most,  Edinboro;  Supt.  H.  C.  Misimer,  Prof.  James 
Burns  and  Miss  Lucia  Barney  of  Erie,  and  Theo.  Carmichael,  Pitts- 
burgh. The  evening  entertainments  were  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  of 
Allegheny  College;  Col.  L.  F.  Copeland,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  General 
O.  O.  Howard,  U.  S.  Army,  and  The  Madame  Genevera  Johnston- 
Bishop  Concert  Company,  Chicago,  111. 

The  school  directors  held  their  second  annual  convention  in  Erie, 
Pa.,  October  15.  About  fifty  directors  were  present.  "Compulsory 
Attendance"  was  the  principal  topic  discussed,  but  many  suggestions 
were  made  toward  the  improvement  of  the  country  school.  Mr.  G.  S. 
Canning  was  elected  president,  and  Mr.  Clark  Rice,  secretary. 

Township  high  schools  are  established  in  Lowville,  Phillipsville, 
^Vellsburg,  West  Springfield,  North  Springfield,  Milesgrove  and  Wes- 
leyville. 

The  "Principals'  Round  Table"  had  three  very  effective  meetings, 
at  which  the  subjects  of  "Civil  Government,"  "Summer  Schools"  and 
"English  in  the  Public  Schools"  were  discussed. 

The  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  school  law  brings  into  our  pub- 
lic schools  over  four  hundred.  The  public  school  library  is  slowly 
gaining  ground  through  the  efforts  of  the  teachers.  The  estimated 
number  of  volumes  in  the  county  is  about  five  thousand. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  Edinboro 
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State  Normal  School.  It  is  certainly  a  great  source  of  inspiration. 
''The  teacher  is  born,"  but  professional  training  is  essential  to  de- 
velop natural  talents  to  their  highest  efficiency.  Twenty-five  per 
cent,  of  our  teachers  were  in  attendance  there  during  the  spring  term. 
In  conclusion  we  wish  to  thank  the  directors  and  teachers  for  their 
hearty  co-operation,  the  press  for  its  kind  words,  and  the  Depart- 
ment for  its  advice  and  encouragement. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— E.  F.  Porter. 


I  believe  the  most  important  step  in  advancement  which  I  have  to 
report  for  the  school  year  just  closed,  is  the  adoption  of  our  course  of 
study  by  the  ''Directors'  Association,"  August  26, 1897.  Forty  pupils 
completed  the  course  the  first  year,  passed  a  creditable  examination, 
and  received  common  school  diplomas.  As  a  means  of  securing  uni- 
formity of  work  in  the  schools  of  our  county,  and  affording  proper  in- 
centives to  the  boys  and  girls,  the  course  of  study  is  everything,  and 
more,  than  was  anticipated.  With  few  exceptions,  education  flour- 
ished to  a  high  degree  last  term. 

Our  teachers  are  becoming  a  body  of  readers.  Never  before  have 
there  been  so  many  books  on  teaching,  school  journals,  and  magazines 
read  and  studied  as  the  present  year.  The  effects  of  this  course  of 
reading  are:  More  spirit  and  enthusiasm,  better  methods  of  instruc- 
tion, better  discipline — better  everything  pertaining  to  school-room 
work. 

The  compulsory  law  in  the  majority  of  districts,  is  rigidly  enforced, 
but  am  sorry  to  report  that  in  a  few  districts  I  found  the  directors 
negligent  in  the  matter  of  carrying  the  law  into  effect.  I  immediately 
called  the  attention  of  an  officer  of  those  boards  to  the  fact,  and  re- 
ceived a  promise  that  the  law,  in  the  future,  shall  be  strictly  observed. 
Through  the  untiring  efforts  of  many  of  our  progressive  teachers,  the 
nucleus  of  school  libraries  is  formed,  some  having,  already,  quite  a 
collection  of  books.  It  is  gratifying  to  see  the  excellent  judgment 
displayed  by  the  book  committees  in  the  selection  of  subjects.  With- 
out exception,  the  books  are  written  by  standard  authors,  and  contain 
matter  that  will  make  the  pupils  wiser  and  better  for  having  read  the 
same. 

The  county  institute  was  held  December  20-24,  1897.  This  annual 
meeting  was  up  to  its  predecessors  in  interest  on  the  part  of  teachers, 
and  practical  work  on  the  part  of  instructors,  and  surpassed  all  pre- 
vious institutes  in  attendance.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaef- 
fer.  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  J.  P.  Gordy,  Columbus, 
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Ohio;  Dr.Jacqcs  W  .  Kedway,  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Ada. 
Oliio;  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Noss,  California  Slate  Normal;  Mrs.  Letitia  P. 
Wilson,  Altoona,  Pa.;  Prof.  I.  D.  Gresli,  Milton,  Pa.,  and  Mrs.  Amelia 
Donovan,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  The  evening  entertainments  were  as  fol- 
lows: Monday,  ''Ladies  Ariel  Sextette,"  New  York;  Tuesday,  Hon. 
Geo.  K.  Wendling,  Washington,  D.  C,  subject,  ''Saul  of  Tarsus;"  Wed- 
nesday, Kev.  Dr.  Thomas  Dixon,  N.  Y.,  subject,  "Backbone;"  Thurs- 
day, "New  Y'ork  Male  Quartette,"  N.  Y. 

In  conclusion,  I  hereby  express  my  deep  appreciation  for  the  wise 
counsel  and  the  many  kindnesses  received  at  the  hands  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  and  also,  to  the  many  good  people  of  the 
county,  whose  hospitality  I  have  enjoyed — whose  houses  have 
sheltered  me,  and  whose  tables  have  fed  me — during  my  official  visit- 
ing. 


FOREST  COUNTY— E.  E.  Stitzinger. 


During  the  past  year  we  have  met  with  many  discouragements  and 
failures  in  reaching  the  ideal  we  had  set  up  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year;  but  notwithstanding  this  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report 
that  in  general  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  very  satisfactory.  An- 
other year  of  earnest  hard  work  has  been  completed,  and  much  has 
been  done  to  make  our  schools  more  efficient,  to  furnish  the  pupils 
with  the  environment  and  instruction  essential  to  them  in  their  de- 
velopment into  the  well  rounded  men  and  women  which  the  present 
age  demands. 

Since  my  last  report  three  new  school  houses  have  been  erected,  one 
in  Barnett  township,  one  in  Kingsley  township,  and  one  in  Howe 
township.  Harmony  township  also  added  one  to  her  list  of  schools. 
An  additional  grade  being  needed  in  the  Marienville  schools,  the  want 
was  supplied  by  room  No.  9  of  the  high  school.  This  places  the  school 
in  a  condition  to  do  very  effective  work. 

A  class  of  eight  students  were  graduated  from  the  Marienville  high 
school,  and  a  class  of  three  from  the  Tionesta  high  school.  Each  of 
these  schools  closed  with  commencement  exercises  which  would  be 
a  credit  to  any  community,  and  which  could  not  help  filling  the 
patrons,  directors,  teachers,  and  pupils  with  a  healthy  enthusiasm, 
and  interest  that  will  tend  to  unite  and  harmonize  the  efforts  of  all 
who  are  concerned  in  the  future  progress  and  prosperity  of  the 
schools. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  three  select  schools  were  in  progress; 
one  at  Marienville,  one  at  Tionesta  and  one  at  Clarington,  with  an 
aggregate  enrollment  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty  students.     Be- 
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sides  this  many  of  our  teacliers  and  prospective  teachers  were  in  at- 
tendance at  some  Normal  school. 

As  a  class  the  teachers  of  '06-*97  were  of  high  grade;  but  on  this  line 
also  we  have  made  advancement.  Fortj-one  per  cent,  of  the  teachers 
in  the  county  hold  either  Normal  diplomas,  or  the  higher  grade  certi- 
ficates as  against  33  per  cent,  with  the  same  qualification  of  '97-'98, 
showing  an  increase  of  8  per  cent,  in  our  high  grade  teachers  in  one 
year.  Our  teachers  in  general  possess  a  very  healthy  educational 
spirit,  but  no  higher  compliment  could  be  paid  them  than  to  quote 
Dr.  Black,  one  of  our  institute  instructors,  said  he:  "While  you  have 
not  a  large  number  of  teachers,  I  assure  you  I  have  never  spoken  to 
a  more  responsive  set  of  teachers  than  yours.  And  I  do  not  mean  re- 
sponsive merely  in  the  matter  of  hand  clapping,  but  in  real  sympathy 
in  the  idea  I  was  trying  to  set  forth." 

The  teachers  of  six  townships  organized  and  carried  on  local  in- 
stitute work  with  much  interest  and  profit  to  all  who  attended.  An 
extra  effort  will  be  made  to  keep  the  local  institute  germ  alive  and 
growing  during  the  coming  year. 

Very  little  change  was  made  during  the  year  either  in  the  length 
of  the  school  term  or  in  the  salaries  of  the  teachers. 

One  hundred  and  forty-nine  applicants  for  certificates  were  ex- 
amined, about  24  per  cent,  of  whom  were  rejected.  Three  profes- 
sional certificates  were  issued. 

Each  school  in  the  county  was  visited  twice  and  some  of  them 
three  times  by  the  superintendent,  in  many  instances  accompanied 
by  one  or  more  members  of  a  school  board. 

A  few  libraries  have  been  placed  in  the  schools.  The  greatest  ef- 
fort in  this  line  having  been  made  by  Hickory  township,  w^here  more 
than  a  hundred  substantially  bound  volumes  of  standard  authors 
have  been  purchased. 

The  annual  teacher's  institute  was  held  in  the  opera  house  at 
Marienville,  and  was  one  of  the  greatest,  if  not  the  greatest,  educa- 
tional events  in  the  history  of  this  county.  It  was  a  grand  success 
in  every  particular.  We  were  very  fortunate  in  the  selection  of 
talent,  and  every  one  in  attendance  received  a  mighty  inspiration —  a 
stimulus  to  cause  each  to  put  new  life  and  more  energy  into  the  work. 
Our  corps  of  institute  talent  was  as  follows:  Instructors,  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  Dr.  W.  W.  Black,  Prof.  C.  E.  Rugh,  Prof.  W.  A.  Beer,  and 
Prof.  J.  S.  Brown;  lecturers,  Dr.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  J.  T.  Rothrock,  Dr. 
Black,  and  Rev.  B.  H.  Hart;  entertainers.  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  and  the 
Ariel  Ladies'  Sextette. 

During  the  county  institute  the  Marienville  schools  made  an  exhibit 
of  the  work  done  in  each  room,  an  incident  that  I  deem  worthy  of 
mention  in  my  report.  The  exhibit  was  very  fine  indeed.  The  work 
was  much  admired  and  praised  by  all  who  saw  it,  and  the  practica- 
bilitv  of  similar  work  in  other  schools  was  freelv  discussed. 
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A  County  Directors'  Association  was  organized  with  Mr.  G.  F.  Wat- 
son as  president;  Mr.  M.  II.  Sliick,  as  vice  president,  and  Mr.  James 
Mclutyre,  as  secretary.  The  purpose  of  the  organization  is  to  bring 
into  closer  touch  with  each  oilier,  not  only  the  directors  of  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  county,  but  also  all  who  are  in  any  way  interested 
in  the  uniform  movement  and  unlimited  and  unrestricted  progress 
of  education  in  Forest  county,  and  to  secure  the  united  and  harmoni- 
ous effort  of  every  faithful  advocate  of  advancement  in  our  schools. 

The  committee  on  reading  recommended  to  the  teachers  for  pro- 
fessional reading,  Roark's  Psychology  in  Education,  and  for  non-pro- 
fessional reading  a  choice  of  one  or  more  of  the  following:  Les  Miser- 
ables,  At  the  Mercy  of  Tiberias,  or  Quo  Vadis.  The  teachers  have 
also  read  Educational  Foundations  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion  1  would  say  that,  taking  all  things  into  consideration, 
the  outlook  for  very  pleasant  and  profitable  work  in  the  coming  year 
is  brighter  than  it  has  been  in  the  past.  For  this  condition  of  affairs 
I  am  largely  indebted  to  the  Department  for  instruction  and  advice, 
to  press  for  publications,  and  to  the  teachers,  patrons  and  directors 
for  their  hearty  support,  timely  suggestions  and  co-operation  in  carry- 
ing out  the  plans  for  the  3'ear's  work. 

With  an  expression  of  heartfelt  gratitude  to  all  who  in  any  way 
rendered  assistance  in  making  the  year's  work  successful,  I  submit 
this  report. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— W.  F.  Zumbro. 


While  we  have  nothing  specially  new  to  present  in  this  report,  yet 
we  can  truthfully  say  that  the  year's  work  has  been  successful.  This 
is  evident  from  various  sources.  The  schools  have,  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions, made  commendable  progress,  and,  though  somewhat  af- 
fected by  sickness  and  extraordinarily  bad  roads,  the  attendance  has 
been  kept  up  to  the  average.  The  boys  and  girls  have  been  earnest 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies;  the  teachers  wide-awake,  faithful 
and  efficient. 

The  fii>al  examinations,  at  the  close  of  the  term,  show  marked  im- 
provement, both  in  the  more  thorough  mastery  of  the  branches 
studied,  and  in  the  general  apppearance  of  the  work.  The  class  num- 
bered seventy-five,  and  of  those  who  passed,  fully  one-half  made  a 
general  average  of  85  per  cent,  and  upward,  while  fifteen  were  beyond 
the  90  per  cent.  mark. 

The  teaching  is  being  reduced  to  more  systematic  plans  under  the 
graded  system,  and  is  telling  in  the  more  rapid  progress  of  the  pupils. 

The  local  institute  work  of  the  year  was  carried  out  with  increased 
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interest  and  profit,  in  the  respective  districts.  At  a  number  of  these 
meetings,  the  parents,  pupils,  teachers  and  directors  turned  out  in 
great  numbers,  and,  in  not  a  few  instances  have  the  patrons  entered 
into  the  discussions.  In  this  work,  we  were,  on  two  occasions,  hon- 
ored by  the  presence  of  State  Department  officials.  Dr.  Schaeffer  was 
in  attendance  at  the  Quincy  institute,  held  at  Alto  Dale,  and  delivered 
a  masterly  address,  as  did  also  Hon.  John  Stewart,  president  judge  of 
our  county  courts.  This  institute  was  the  formal  opening  of  the 
school  building  erected  at  that  place. 

At  the  Peter's  local  institute  held  at  Lemasters,  Hon.  Henry 
Houck  delivered  the  evening  lecture.  The  other  meetings  held  at 
Greenvillage,  New  Franklin,  Fayetteville,  Marion,  Welsh  Kun,  Orrs- 
town.  Dry  Run,  St.  Thomas,  Cashtown,  Mercersburg  and  Waynes- 
boro were  carried  on  mostly  by  local  talent  and  were  all  profitable. 
Each  year  witnesses  a  greater  interest  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  and, 
these  are  the  parties  to  reach,  if  public  schools  are  to  be  improved.  It 
is  a  truism,  that  under  our  system  of  education,  the  schools  of  any 
community  are  just  about  what  the  people  of  that  community  want 
them  to  be. 

The  township  high  school  question  is  still  receiving  attention  at 
teachers'  meetings  and  through  the  public  i)ress,  and  as  the  number 
of  common  school  graduates  increases,  the  demand  for  something 
more  in  an  educational  way  is  becoming  more  imperative. 

During  the  year,  three  new  school  houses  were  built  and  all  for  the 
purpose  of  more  thoroughly  grading  the  schools.  Each  is  deserving 
of  special  mention,  because  of  the  increased  facilities  afforded,  and 
the  progressive  spirit  shown  on  the  part  of  the  directors  under  whose 
supervision  these  buildings  have  been  erected. 

That  at  Cove  Gap  in  Peters  district  (which  by  the  way  has  been 
christened  Buchanan,  because  it  is  within  a  mile  of  where  Pennsyl- 
vania's only  president  was  born),  is  a  large  two-story  sand-stone  struc- 
ture, well-furnished  and  nicely  located.  Advanced  pupils  from  three 
contiguous  schools  are  admitted  to  the  graded  school. 

The  building  erected  at  Alto  Dale,  already  referred  to,  is  a  large 
two-story  frame  building  containing  four  rooms,  well-planned,  well- 
lighted,  and  very  commodious.  We  regard  this  as  a  great  stride  for- 
ward in  the  educational  work  of  our  county,  in  that  now  thq  pupils  of 
that  locality  have  almost  equal  advantage  with  those  of  our  towns 
and  boroughs.  The  teachers  and  pupils,  assisted  by  the  good  people 
of  the  neighborhood,  placed  a  new  organ  in  the  high  school  almost 
as  soon  as  the  building  was  finished. 

The  new  building  in  Washington  district,  is  at  Monterey,  a  popular 
mountain  resort  on  the  Western  Maryland  Railroad.  It  is  built  of 
pressed  brick,  is  two  stories  high  and  contains  two  large  rooms.  It 
is  furnished  with  all  the  modern    improvements  and  is    heated  by 
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steam.  The  building  was  dedicated  on  the  25th  of  March  with  appro- 
I)riate  ceremonies,  and  a  liandsoinc  Hag  presented  by  Rising  Sun  Coun 
cil,  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  Kouzerville,  was  raised.  The  building  is  in 
keei)ing  with  its  surroundings  and  we  may  express  the  hojie  that  the 
good  influences  which  shall  emanate  from  that  school  will  be  as  at- 
tractive to  strangers,  as  are  the  mountain  crags,  and  pure  water  and 
fresh  air,  that  every  summer,  bring  crowds  from  far  and  near. 

The  People's  Encyclopaedia  was  placed  into  the  schobls  of  Guilford 
district  and  a  complete  set  of  maps  into  those  of  Montgomery  and 
Lurgan. 

Quite  a  number  of  schools  throughout  the  county,  through  the  ef- 
forts of  the  teachers,  have  started  public  school  libraries.  The  fol- 
lowing items  gleaned  from  our  statistical  report  may  be  interesting: 
Thirty-three  per  cent,  of  the  entire  number  of  schools  are  graded,  and 
one  or  more  of  the  higher  branches  is  taught  in  one-fourth  of  the  entire 
number  of  schools  of  the  county.  We  have  19  more  male  teachers  than 
female  teachers.  Fifteen  per  cent,  of  theteachers  have  had  no  previous 
experience  in  the  work,  while  56  per  cent,  have  taught  five  or  more 
terms.  There  are  more  teachers  employed  holding  Normal  diplomas, 
than  any  other  kind  of  certificate.  The  estimated  number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  6  and  16,  not  in  attendance  at  school  is  70,  about 
one-half  of  one  per  cent.  In  most  of  these  cases  there  are  physical 
reasons  for  their  non-attendance. 

The  compulsory'  school  law  has  been  rigidly  enforced  by  the  Way- 
nesboro board,  and  the  result  is  that  the  number  of  absentees  has 
been  reduced  almost  to  infinity. 

As  usual  the  county  institute  was  the  great  educational  event  of 
the  year.  Large  crowds  were  in  attendance  at  every  session  and  the 
instruction  was  of  high  order.  The  report  of  the  proceedings  was 
taken  down  in  shorthand,  and  published  in  pamphlet  form.  The 
Self-reporting  System  for  keeping  time  was  adopted  and  is  found  to 
be  a  great  improvement  over  any  method  we  have  heretofore  tried. 
The  teachers  are  placed  upon  their  honor,  and  we  know  not  of  a 
single  instance  where  the  confidence  was  misplaced. 

In  Memoriam. 

Death  invaded  our  ranks  four  times  within  the  year,  calling  from 
the  scene  of  their  earthly  labors,  three  of  our  young  lady  teachers. 
Misses  Noma  M.  Powders,  Mary  Finafrock  and  Rose  Wolfif,  and  one 
of  our  directors,  Mr.  Henry  Schlichter. 

The  young  ladies,  with  the  exception  of  Miss  Wolff,  were  engaged 
in  their  daily  duties  until  a  short  time  before  the  dread  messenger 
came.  We  would  bear  testimony  to  their  upright  Christian  char- 
acters, and  to  their  efficiency  in  the  school-room.     They  have  left  us, 


64  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

but  in  their  respective  communities  "their  works  do  follow  them." 
Mr.  Schlichter  was  a  faithful,  conscientious  school  director  of  Greene 
district,  ever  active  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  always  anxious 
to  improve  the  schools  and  school  conditions  under  his  jurisdiction. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  pleasant  to  us,  and  we  trust  profitable 
to  the  cause  which  we  represent.  This  report  closes  the  year's  official 
duties.  Encouraged  by  the  past  and  having  profited  by  its  experi- 
ences, we  look  hopefully  forward  to  the  work  of  a  new  year. 


FULTON  COUNTY— Clem  Chesnut. 


In  submitting  this,  my  fifth  annual  report,  I  can  simply  sum  up  re- 
sults much  the  same  as  usual.  I  believe  the  last  term's  work  was 
much  the  best,  in  average  results,  that  I  have  supervised.  This  is 
not  surprising,  when  we  consider  that  the  teaching  force  was  from 
30  to  40  per  cent,  stronger  than  in  any  previous  year.  This  increased 
teaching  ability  is  not  surprising,  when  we  remember  that  the  teach- 
ing force  has  been  as  carefully  watched  at  examination  time  as  pos- 
sible, that  every  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  the  employment  of 
poor  teachers,  if  they  do  hold  good  certificates,  that  local  institutes  of 
practical  value  have  been  held  throughout  the  county  just  before  the 
opening  of  the  term,  that  each  teacher  knows  the  best  work  possible 
is  expected,  that  the  supervision  is  as  close  as  possible,  that  a  detailed 
report  of  each  school  is  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  proper  board  after 
each  visit,  that  our  local  institutes  and  county  institutes  have  been 
of  the  best  possible  practical  value,  that  directors  are  much  more  at- 
tentive to  their  duties  than  formerl}^,  and  over  and  above  all  stands 
the  better  school  sentiment  of  the  people  at  large,  which  has  been 
aroused.  This  last  force  is  very  small  compared  with  what  it  should 
be,  but  immeasurably  greater  than  it  was  during  my  first  year  or 
two. 

The  greatest  change  has  been  wrought  in  teachers  and  directors. 
Still  there  is  much  for  both  to  do,  as  a  class,  that  is  left  undone.  The 
enforcement  of  the^'Attendance  Law"  is  not  in  some  cases,  what  it 
should,  or  what  a  director's  oath  would  lead  one  to  suppose  it  would, 
be.  Some  men  fear  public  opinion  too  much  for  the  public  good. 
Instead  of  crying  down  this  law,  I  think  it  should  be  enforced  under 
all  reasonable  circumstances.  Instead  of  the  enactment  of  the  law 
and  its  enforcement  being  a  piece  of  tyranny,  I  consider  it  a  disgrace 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  need  such  a  law,  compelling  parents 
to  give  their  children  that  which  is  their  birth  right  as  Americans. 

Parents  fail  in  their  highest  duty  towards  their  children,  if  they 
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allow  llieir  cliildrt'ii  lo  j^row  up  without  the  best  training  iu  reach. 
The  free  school  brings  this  in  (ho  reacli  of  every  one.  Why  not  ac- 
cept it? 

Low  salaries  will,  in  the  end,  deprive  us  of  many  valuable  teachers. 
They  have  stood  by  us  remarkably  well  during  the  past  five  years  but 
we  cannot  expect  it  to  continue  unless  better  paid.  Some  townships 
do  not  use  the  appropriation  as  State  aid  but  as  State  support.  Sev- 
eral townships  are  doing  as  well  as  can  be  expected,  notably  Thomp- 
son. She  has  made  rapid  progress  in  the  past  two  years,  in  salaries, 
black  boards,  etc.  May  the  good  work  go  on.  Union  has  the  finest 
buildings  in  the  county,  and  I  believe  the  finest  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  All  honor  to  her  board  and  people.  Brush  Creek  repaired 
two  of  her  houses  last  year  and  put  in  patent  furniture.  This  year  she 
will  build  a  new  house  and  then  have  the  second  best  houses  through- 
out, of  any  district  in  the  county.  Dublin  will  repair  one  house  this 
year. 

County  institute  was  very  well  attended  and  very  practical,  the 
teachers  doing  a  great  deal  of  the  work.  By  this  there  is  no  shooting 
over  the  heads  of  the  teachers. 

Local  institutes  also  did  a  good  work  as  in  the  past.  I  personally 
attended  26  during  the  term  and  then  missed  several  townships. 

Term  reports  were  again  furnished  by  me  and  all  filled.  They  are 
of  great  benefit  when  properly  and  carefully  filled. 

An  examination,  iu  accordance  with  the  course  of  study,  was  held 
at  close  of  term,  for  those  who  were  recommended  by  their  teachers 
as  having  completed  the  course.  Ninety-seven  took  the  examination. 
This  being  the  first  year,  I  passed  all  so  as  not  to  discourage  any. 
Quite  a  number  were  weak.  The  teachers  who  recommend  pupils  who 
are  unfitted,  should  hardly  be  allowed  to  run  at  large,  much  less  at- 
tempt to  teach.  It  will  not  be  allowed  next  spring,  I  shall  cut  closer 
and  the  papers  issued  must  mean  something.  It  is  a  strong  incentive 
for  pupils  and  teachers. 

The  examinations  entail  a  great  amount  of  additional  work  and  a 
good  deal  of  expense  on  me,  but  is  of  great  value  and  will  be  con- 
tinued. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  teachers  as  a  body  for  the  earn- 
est and  conscientious  work  done  (with  few  exceptions),  and  the  di- 
rectors for  their  care  in  choice  of  teachers  and  attention  to  school  af- 
fairs (suggesting  more)  and  to  urge  them  to  pay  the  best  salaries  they 
can  afford  and  secure  the  best  teachers. 

Some  school  buildings  should  be  painted  at  once  as  it  is  a  pity  to 
allow  good  buildings  to  decay  through  carelessness.  Some  others 
cannot  decay  too  soon.  I  bespeak  the  earnest  co-operation  of  all  for 
next  year's  work. 

5-6-98 
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GREENE  COUNTY— J.  L.  Hopton. 


The  work  of  the  schools  durint;  the  past  year,  although  not  entirely 
satisfactory,  was  attended  iu  many  instances  with  very  gratifying  re- 
sults. There  was  a  very  noticeable  improvement  over  the  work  done 
the  preceding  year.  It  must  be  said  in  justice  to  many  of  the  teachers, 
that  they  have  made  rapid  progress  in  self  improvement  profession- 
ally and  I,  with  their  assistance,  hope  to  awaken  a  deeper  interest  in 
the  schools  of  our  count}',  and  to  win  a  higher  degree  of  appreciation 
among  the  patrons  for  their  earnest  and  efficient  work. 

There  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  the  way  of  buildings 
this  year,  new  houses  were  erected  in  Springhill,  Cumberland,  Jeffer- 
son, Richhill,  Washington,  Morgan  and  Center  townships.  These 
houses  are  nearly  all  built  according  to  modern  ideas,  being  neatly 
constructed,  and  well  furnished  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
intended. 

I  must  say  that  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  there 
now  seems  a  general  and  almost  universal  disposition  among  the  di- 
rectors of  the  county  to  provide  comfort  for  the  school  children  and 
the  best  advantages  for  obtaining  an  education.  May  the  time  not  be 
far  distant  when  the  last  vestige  of  a  poor  or  uncomfortable  school 
house  may  be  banished  from  Greene  county,  and  may  they  be  sup- 
planted by  comfortable  and  commodious  buildings. 

While  much  care  has  been  exercised  in  making  the  rooms  comfort- 
able, in  many  instances  the  surroundings  have  been  sadly  neglected. 
Many  of  the  school  grounds  are  not  properly  fenced  as  they  should  be, 
while  the  only  adornment,  an  ash  heap,  the  accumulation  of  many 
years. 

Arbor  day  is  also  sadly  neglected,  and  considered  of  but  little  im- 
portance in  many  districts.  We  should  not  forget  that  the  surround- 
ings have  much  to  do  with  inspiring  work  in  the  school  room,  and  play 
a  great  and  important  part  in  moulding  the  habits  and  character  of 
our  boys  and  girls. 

The  teachers  of  the  county,  generally  speaking,  manifested  their  in- 
terest in  educational  work  by  the  active  part  they  took  in  local  and  dis- 
trict institutes. 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  fifteen,  teachers  employed  the  past  year, 
eight  are  college  graduates,  four  are  normal  graduates,  and  eighty-one 
them  were  teachers  of  five  or  more  years  experience  in  school  work. 
Only  forty-six  were  beginners. 

Our  county  has  195  school  buildings  with  a  seating  capacity  for 
8,704  pupils.  Of  these  195  houses,  136  are  good  substantial  struc- 
tures. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled,  as  given  to  me  by  teachers  during 
visitations,  was  7,428. 
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Select  summer  or  normal  schools  are  being  taught  in  many  dis- 
tricts. These  schools  are  intended  to  bring  the  work  of  teaching  to  a 
higher  slandard.  The  large  attendance  of  these  schools  indicates  the 
eagerness  and  earnestness  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  for  advance- 
ment and  improvement. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  the  opera  house  at  Waynesburg, 
October  18th  to  2'2d,  inclusive  and  is  generally  conceded  to  be  the  best 
educational  meeting  ever  held  in  the  county.  All  but  nine  of  the  215 
teachers  were  in  attendance.  Instructors  were  Supt.  Henry  Houck, 
Prof.  Geo.  P.  Bible,  Mrs.  Noss,  Dr.  A.  B.  Miller,  Prof.  Geo.  Little  and 
Prof  J.  A.  Spreukle.     The  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows: 

Momlay  night,  Rev.  H.  II.  Emmetl,  ''The  Boy  of  To-day;"  Tuesday 
night.  Prof.  T.  H.  Dinsmore,  ''A  Wonderful  Structure;"  Wednesday 
night.  Rev.  Anna  Shaw;  Thursday  night.  Rev.  Thos.  Dixon,  "Back- 
bone;" Friday  night.  Rev.  Saml.  Small,  ''From  Bar-room  to  Pulpit." 
The  institute  was  a  success  in  attendance,  interest  and  instruction. 

With  thanks  to  teachers,  directors,  the  public  press  and  patrons  of 
Greene  County,  I  respectfully  submit  this  report. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— S.  G.  Rudy. 


I  am  glad  to  state  that  the  educational  work  in  our  county  has  made 
commendable  progress  during  the  year.  The  question  of  grading 
the  country  schools  has  been  solved  largely  with  us.  Last  year  the 
"Berkey  Graded  Course  of  Study"  was  adopted  in  all  the  ungraded 
districts  in  the  county  excepting  four.  The  results  so  far  have  more 
than  justified  our  prediction  that  it  was  the  right  thing  to  do.  The 
teachers  generally  have  been  faithful  in  following  the  course  as  far 
as  feasible. 

It  was  plainly  evident  to  the  observer  that  the  work  w^as  going  for- 
ward in  a  more  systematic  way  than  heretofore.  More  interest  and 
better  attendance  were  noticeable. 

In  three  districts,  examinations  were  held  at  the  close  of  the  term 
and  diplomas  granted  by  the  boards,  to  eight  of  the  applicants  who 
successfully  passed  the  required  examination.  The  fact  that  pupils 
who  take  the  course  of  study  and  pass  the  examination,  will  be 
awarded  diplomas,  has  already  proven  a  stimulus  to  our  boys  and 
girls.  The  "Teachers'  Term  Report"  which  is  made  out  at  the  close 
of  the  term  will  be  of  great  value  to  the  succeeding  teacher.  On  this 
report  is  found  the  name,  grade,  and  class  standing  of  each  pupil  in 
the  school,  text-book  record,  books  and  supplies  needed  for  next  term, 
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teacher's  program,  and  mueli  other  data.  These  reports  are  all  sent 
to  the  county  superintendent,  and  returned  by  him  to  the  secretaries 
of  the  dilferent  boards. 

Twenty-three  local  institutes  and  five  educational  meetings  were 
held  during  the  term — the  greatest  number  ever  before  held  in  the 
county  in  one  year. 

The  county  institute  held  November  8-12,  was  a  success  in  every 
way.  Of  the  255  teachers  all  but  5  were  enrolled.  The  instruction 
given  was  practical  and  was  well  received  by  the  large  audiences 
present  at  every  session. 

Juniata  township  built  a  substantial  brick  house,  thus  establishing 
a  new  district  in  the  township. 

Cass  township  required  its  teachers  to  hold  at  least  three  local  in- 
stitutes during  the  term."  The  meetings  were  well  attended  and  much 
good  accomplished.  There  seems  to  be  no  better  way  of  reaching 
the  patrons  of  the  various  districts  than  by  holding  educational  meet- 
ings in  their  midst. 

The  joint  school  between  Henderson  and  Miller  districts  was  opened 
this  year,  after  having  been  closed  for  eight  or  ten  years. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty  teachers  were  employed  regularly,  with  an 
enrollment  of  7,794  pupils. 

In  a  few  districts  the  salary  of  the  teachers  was  reduced,  and  the 
term  shortened.  This  year,  with  the  increased  approj)riation,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  better  wages  and  longer  terms  will  be  the  rule,  and  thus 
show  that  the  money  of  the  State  is  being  used  for  the  best  interests 
of  our  boys  and  girls.  If  such  results  do  not  follow,  public  opinion 
may  turn  against  the  new  law  and  cause  its  repeal. 

Alexandria  High  School  had  its  first  graduating  exercises  this  year. 
Hon.  John  M.  Bailey  made  the  address  to  the  class.  The  large  church 
in  which  the  meeting  was  held  was  filled  to  overflowing  with  an  en- 
thusiastic and  appreciative  audience.  The  graduates  all  acquitted 
themselves  creditably. 

Mount  Union  and  Orbisonia  had  their  usual  interesting  and  profit- 
able graduating  exercises. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  report  that  in  our  efforts  to  grade  the  schools 
and  establish  system  in  the  work,  we  have  received  the  hearty  support 
of  directors,  teachers,  and  patrons  generally. 

To  all  who  in  anj^  way  aided  in  the  good  work  of  public  educa- 
tion during  the  year,  we  return  our  sincere  thanks.  And  may  the  year 
upon  which  we  now  enter  be  productive  of  better  results.  It  is  only 
through  our  united  efforts  that  we  can  accomplish  the  greatest  good. 
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INDIANA  COUNTY— A.  M.  Hammers. 


Seven  houses  have  been  built  since  my  last  report.  All  are  well 
tinished  and  well  furnished,  and  two  embody  the  latest  ideas  in  school 
house  architecture  and  sanitation.  In  addition  to  the  new  houses,  a 
number  have  been  repaired  and  supplied  with  slate  boards  and  new 
furniture.  During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  a  block  peddler  suc- 
ceeded in  securing-  contracts  for  his  wares  in  several  districts  of  the 
county,  but  when  the  members  of  the  boards  learned  that  the  prices 
asked  were  exorbitant,  in  nearly  every  instance  the  orders  were  re- 
scinded and  the  contracts  annulled.  Directors  are  beginning  to  de- 
cide without  the  help  of  agents  as  to  the  kind  of  apparatus  and  helps 
needed,  and  are  beginning  to  deal  directly  with  w^ell  known  and  re- 
sponsible supply  houses.  This  is  the  proper  course  to  pursue,  and  if 
continued  will  insure  helps  better  suited  to  the  needs  of  our  schools 
and  at  a  decided  decrease  in  the  expenditure  of  school  funds. 

Twenty-four  regular  and  three  special  examinations  were  held  dur- 
ing the  year.  Five  hundred  thirty-one  applicants  were  examined, 
one  hundred  eighty-eight  of  whom  were  rejected.  Of  the  remainder, 
seventeen  were  granted  professional  certificates,  and  three  hundred 
twenty-six  were  given  provisionals.  The  standard  of  scholarship  re- 
quired to  secure  a  certificate  has  been  raised  each  year  until  now  few 
try  the  examinations  without  having  first  made  special  preparation 
at  our  State  Normal  School  or  at  other  educational  institutions.  This 
annual  review  on  the  part  of  our  older  teachers,  and  this  thorough 
preparation  on  the  part  of  the  beginners  is  having  its  logical  effect  on 
our  schools.  Better  scholarship  is  synonymous  with  better  teaching, 
better  teaching  always  insures  better  discipline;  and  the  teacher  with 
good  scholarship,  teaching  ability,  and  the  ability  to  govern  has  re- 
duced the  chances  of  failure  to  the  minimum.  Of  the  teachers  em- 
ployed during  the  last  term,  thirty-one  are  Normal  graduates,  twenty- 
nine  holding  permanent  certificates,  and  thirty-eight  hold  profes- 
sionals. In  addition  to  the  graduates  mentioned,  eighty-one  have  at- 
tended a  State  Normal  School,  thus  making  over  one-third  of  the 
wiiole  number  employed  who  have  had  the  benefit  of  special  training. 

The  course  of  study  introduced  in  1891,  and  revised  in  189.5,  is  in 
very  general  use.  It  has  helped  the  teachers  by  suggesting  the  kind 
and  amount  of  work  wiiich  may  be  accomplished  in  each  grade,  and  it 
has  stimulated  and  encouraged  pupils  by  giving  them  something 
definite  to  do.  An  examination  is  held  each  year  at  the  close  of  the 
term  for  pupils  who  have  completed  the  course  and  are  recommended 
by  their  teachers.  This  examina^on  is  no  mere  formality,  but  is 
made  difficult  enough  to  thoroughly  test  the  scholarship  of  those  ex- 
amined; and  no  one  is  passed  who  does  not  fully  meet  all  the  require- 
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ments.  At  the  last  examination  fifty-seven  were  granted  diplomas 
and  fifty-six  were  rejected. 

As  usual  our  county  institute  proved  to  be  the  great  educational 
event  of  the  year.  The  attendance,  both  on  the  part  of  the  teachers 
and  of  the  general  public,  was  very  large,  and  the  work  of  the  in- 
structors throughout  the  week  was  very  helpful  and  inspiring.  Prom- 
inent among  our  instructors  were  Dr.  Philips,  Dr.  Noss,  Dr.  Brum- 
baugh, Dr.  Walton,  Deputy  Superintendent  Houck,  and  Prof  Case. 
Special  features  of  the  afternoon  sessions  were  an  illustrated  lecture 
on  Commercial  Geography,  by  Prof.  Shearer,  and  address  by  Dr.  De- 
Motte,  and  an  illustrated  lecture  on  Forestry  by  Dr.  Rothrock.  The 
evening  programme  included  Gen.  J.  B.  Gordon,  The  Ariel  Ladies' 
Sextette,  Dr.  Robert  Mclntyre,  Dr.  Jno.  B.  DeMotte,  and  the  Welsh 
Prize  Singers.  With  the  exception  of  the  so-called  Prize  Singers,  all 
the  talent  employed  gave  entire  satisfaction. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  regular  intervals  during  the  school 
term  in  nearly  every  township.  The  attendance  at  these  meetings  was 
both  surprising  and  gratifying.  If  attendance  may  be  accepted  as  a 
proof  of  interest,  then  everybody  was  interested.  These  meetings 
usually  open  with  a  session  on  Friday  evening,  which  is  followed  by 
a  forenoon  and  an  afternoon  session  on  Saturday.  The  programmes 
are  carefully  made  out  several  weeks  in  advance,  and  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  press  of  the  county  are  widely  advertised.  The  topics  are 
freely  discussed  by  both  teachers  and  citizens,  and  in  this  mutual  in- 
terchange of  opinions  both  are  benefitted.  It  has  been  my  privilege 
to  attend  and  take  part  in  twelve  such  meetings  during  the  school  year, 
and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  a  well  conducted  local  institute  is  a 
powerful  agenc}'  in  arousing  and  stimulating  a  healthful  interest  in 
school  work. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  one  of  the  best  ways  to  secure  the 
much-talked-of  and  seldom-realized  co-operation  of  patrons  is  to  in- 
duce them  to  visit  the  schools  that  they  may  see  and  hear  for  them- 
selves what  is  being  done.  With  this  end  in  view,  Friday,  December 
17,  was  set  apart  as  "Visitors'  Day"  for  the  schools  of  Indiana  county. 
The  teachers  were  quick  to  api^rove  of  the  idea,  and  willingly  made 
preparations  suggested  in  the  announcement.  Invitations  were  sent 
out  in  every  district,  literary  exercises  with  which  to  intersperse  the 
regular  recitations  were  prepared,  and  school  houses  were  decorated 
with  pictures  and  flowers  and  with  specimens  of  the  pupils'  work  for 
the  term.  But  alas!  with  the  day  came  a  steady  downfall  of  rain 
which  lasted  until  evening.  In  spite  of  rain  and  mud,  however,  the 
total  aggregate  of  visitors  reported  was  two  thousand  five  hundred 
sixty-two.  A  day  during  the  coming  term  will  be  set  apart  for  visitors, 
and  it  is  safe  to  assert  that  with  favorable  roads  and  the  weather,  the 
number  just  given  will  be  more  than  doubled. 
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111  concluding;  this,  my  ei^lilli  annual  report,  I  acknowledge  my  ob- 
ligations to  all  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  me  in  my  work,  and  I 
trust  that  I  shall  have  the  same  hearly  co-operation  durinji;  the  year 
upon  which  we  are  entering. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— R.  B.  Teitrick. 


While  much  remains  to  be  done  before  all  of  our  schools  are  on  the 
high  plane  and  wide  scope  which  we  wish  them  to  occupy,  the  general 
result  of  educational  work  done  in  the  county  during  the  past  year 
has  been  indeed  gratifying.  In  some  special  features  there  has  been 
marked  progress.  A  transition  is  taking  place  in  the  methods  of 
teaching  used  and  in  the  character  of  instruction  given.  Boards  are 
more  careful  in  the  selection  of  teachers.  Teachers  are  more  en- 
thusiastic in  their  work.  The  attendance  of  pupils  is  more  regular 
and  a  deeper  and  livelier  interest  is  manifested  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion by  patrons. 

Believing  that  organization  and  system  are  the  great  levers  of  suc- 
cess in  all  kinds  of  work,  and  especially  in  school  work — much  of  our 
effort  during  the  past  year  was  directed  toward  accomplishing  a  more 
thorough  organization  and  more  effectively  uniting  and  harmonizing 
all  the  forces  in  the  school  realm.  The  graded  course  of  study  spoken 
of  in  our  former  report  has  been  tried,  found  to  be  practicable,  and 
with  a  few  exceptions  adopted  by  resolution  of  the  boards  in  the 
various  districts.  Though  this  effort  to  grade  the  rural  district 
schools  is  only  in  its  initiative  state,  it  is  clearly  evident  to  all  who 
had  a  share  in  the  year's  w^ork,  that  by  united  and  continuous  efforts, 
we  shall  soon  be  able  to  bring  our  country  schools  to  a  more  system- 
atic and  efficient  plane.  Fifty-eight  pupils  completed  the  public  school 
course  and  were  granted  diplomas.  The  work  submitted  by  these 
young  people  reflect  credit  not  only  on  themselves  and  their  teachers, 
but  also  on  the  communities  from  which  they  come.  It  is  hoped  that 
these  conditions  will  hasten  the  time  when  a  regularly  organized  cen- 
tral high  school  will  be  established — the  real  source  of  advanced  edu- 
cation for  the  masses. 

Schools  are,  in  a  large  degree,  reflections  of  the  genius,  character 
and  intelligence  of  their  teachers.  So  intimately  is  the  success  of  the 
school  associated  with  the  skill  and  personality  of  the  teacher,  that 
the  selection  of  teachers  becomes  a  delicate  and  difficult  task.  Our 
grade  has  been  raised  slightly  each  year  and  yet  we  have  fewer 
failures  on  examination  than   formerly.     It  is  due   our  teachers   to 


72  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

8tak'  that  as  a  class  they  are  improving  in  scholarship.  But  we  need 
professional  training,  professional  culture;  something  more  than  mere 
text-book  knowledge. 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  year's  work  was  the  adoption  of  a 
course  of  professional  reading — Tompkins'  Philosophy  of  School  Man- 
agement, or  White's  School  Management,  Education  by  Herbert 
Spencer  and  Hughes'  Mistakes  in  teaching— these  with  the  educa- 
tional periodicals  fire  the  teachers  with  the  spirit  of  education,  the 
children  catch  the  inspiration  and  all  the  forces  unite  in  approach- 
ing the  ideal  school. 

Thursday,  December  2,  was  set  apart  as  "Patrons'  and  Parents' 
Day"  throughout  the  schools  of  the  county.  From  the  reports  of  the 
teachers,  the  result  w-as  most  satisfactory.  In  some  districts  the  ma- 
jority of  patrons  and  parents  were  present;  in  others  very  few  ap- 
peared. In  every  case  where  parents  visited  the  schools,  a  greater  in- 
terest and  more  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  pupils  and  parents 
has  been  the  result. 

The  annual  institute,  held  in  Brookville  during  the  week  of  Decem- 
ber 27-31,  was  the  educational  event  of  the  year.  It  was  probably  the 
most  profitable,  interesting  and  best  attended  institute  ever  held  in 
this  county.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Arnold 
Tompkins,  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Dr.  A.  J.  Davis  and  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller, 
Jr.,  Prof.  T.  L.  Gibson,  musical  director.  The  evening  sessions  were 
filled  by  Arnold  Tompkins,  A.  E.  Winship,  John  Temple  Graves,  J.  B. 
DeMotte  and  Kunitz-Damian  Concert  Company. 

The  local  institute  work  was  carried  out  on  the  same  plan  as  last 
3^ear.  Twenty-four  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  sections- of 
the  county  with  gratifying  results.  The  work  done  at  these  meet- 
ings was  practical  in  its  character  and  was  performed  mainly  by  the 
teachers  themselves.  I  believe  these  educational  meetings  to  be  one 
of  the  most  potent  agencies  we  have  for  arousing  educational  interests, 
and  establishing  a  proper  school  sentiment  in  the  minds  of  parents, 
directors  and  our  entire  citizenship. 

The  Directors'  Association  is  a  valuable  aid  to  the  intellectual  ad- 
vancement of  the  county.  It  gives  direction  and  impetus  to  the  busi- 
ness side  of  educational  matters  and  keeps  the  directory  in  touch  and 
sympathy  with  the  spirit  and  requirements  of  the  times.  The  di- 
rectors' meeting  was  very  largely  attended  this  year.  Every  district 
in  the  county  was  represented  with  the  exception  of  seven.  The  dis- 
cussions were  participated  in  by  a  large  number  of  the  members  pres- 
ent and  much  profitable  information  gained  by  all.  In  the  afternoon 
the  directors  met  with  the  teachers  and  both  were  profited  and  in- 
spired by  an  address  from  State  Superintendent  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer. 

A  source  of  encouragement  to  those  concerned  in  education  and  an 
evidence  that  our  people  are  becoming  more  interested  in  our  schools. 


No.  6.  JUNIATA  COUNTY.  73 

is  Ibe  atti'ulion  thai  is  being  given  to  school  property.  There  has 
been  a  general  improvement  along  this  line,  by  enlarging  grounds, 
painting  houses,  putting  in  new  furniture  and  slate  boards.  A  num- 
ber of  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  Punxsutawney  fitted 
up  and  fuinished  a  handsome  four-roomed  high  school  building,  made 
of  brick,  and  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Smead  system. 

The  compulsory  law  was  generally  comi)lied  with  and  much  good 
was  accomplished  by  it.  Many  of  the  indefinite  provisions  of  this  act 
being  adjusted  by  the  last  Legislature,  and  our  directors  exercising 
good  judgment  in  its  enforcement,  have  secured  its  observance  with- 
out much  trouble. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  desire  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to 
the  directors,  teachers,  clergy  and  citizens  for  their  hearty  co-opera- 
tion, and  kindly  regard  shown  me  when  among  them;  to  the  press  for 
seconding  my  efforts  and  publishing  matters  of  interest  to  the  schools, 
and  to  the  Department  for  many  favors  received. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— Denny  M.  Marshall. 


The  4,354  pupils  enrolled  in  the  public  schools  of  our  county  during 
the  past  term,  had  the  advantage  of  another  progressive  and  success- 
ful-school year.  That  we  have  made  progress  is  evident  from  the  in- 
creased and  growing  demand  for  better  qualified  teachers,  a  continu- 
ally growing  attendance  of  our  teachers  at  the  different  normal 
schools,  academies  and  other  schools  of  high  grade,  and  from  the 
amount  of  systematic  professional  reading  done  by  our  teachers, 
wliich  has  given  them  a  broader  culture  and  a  degree  of  sense  of  their 
responsibility;  as  a  consequence,  their  teaching  is  not  so  aimless,  but 
is  being  done  with  greater  accuracy  and  sincerity. 

That  the  past  year  has  been  a  successful  one  is  evident  from  the  in- 
creased percentage  of  attendance,  which  in  a  large  measure  was  the 
outgrowth  of  the  hearty  co-operation  which  prevailed  throughout  the 
term  between  the  home  and  the  school.  Our  teachers,  as  a  body 
merited  and  were  the  recipients  of  the  sympathy,  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  parents. 

Teachers. 

The  teachers  gave  more  general  satisfaction  during  the  last  year 
than  I  have  formerly  known.  We  have  many  teachers  who  are  close 
students,  and  are  thus  showing  a  disposition  to  improve  in  teaching 
skill  as  well  as  scholarship,  and  are  thus  adding  to  their  professional 
attainments  and  increasing  their  usefulness.     These  teachers  com- 
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mand  the  highest  salaries  and  are  well  np  in  the  profession;  or  if 
voung,  are  sure  to  rise  rapidly  in  the  profession.  The  salaries  paid 
such  teachers,  outside  of  boroughs,  greath^  discount  their  abilities. 
While  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  a  few  mumified,  fossilized  antiqui- 
ties, who  still  work  their  way  into  the  school  room  and  there  impose 
upon  a  deluded  people  as  their  teacher.  We  find  such  teachers  sat- 
isfied with  everything  relating  to  their  school  work  except  their  sala- 
ries. This  class  of  teachers  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  directors.  It  is 
neither  wisdom  nor  economy  to  spend  from  year  to  year  $150  in  a 
known  failure. 

Only  ten  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  were  beginners  during  the  past 
year.  Twenty  per  cent,  of  the  teaching  force  have  received  normal 
training.  Forty-six  per  cent,  hold  certificates  of  a  higher  grade  than 
the  provisional.  So,  1  believe,  we  were  better  equipped  for  the  year's 
work  then  usual. 

The  only  reduction  in  teachers'  salaries  was  in  the  boroughs  of  Mif- 
flintown  and  Patterson,  but  this  did  not  prove  detrimental  to  their 
schools,  for  in  the  former  borough  the  same  teachers  were  employed. 
While  in  the  latter  borough  the  salaries  still  paid  were  sufficient  to 
command  teachers  qualified  to  continue  the  good  work. 

Since  my  last  report  there  has  been  a  gain  of  four  teachers,  but 
only  a  gain  of  one  school.  The  directors  of  Beale  employed  an  assist- 
ant teacher  for  Johnstown,  the  directors  of  Walker  employed  an  as- 
sistant teacher  for  Center,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  term  an  as- 
sistant was  employed  for  Oakland  school  in  Fayette.  These  assist- 
ants were  employed  on  account  of  the  overcrowded  condition  of  the 
schools.  But  from  actual  observation  must  report  that  two  teachers 
working  in  the  same  room  in  our  ungraded  schools  is  not  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  pupils.  Better  in  districts  where  the  school  population 
has  increased  beyond  the  number  of  schools  for  directors  to  build  an- 
nexes or  to  build  additional  houses  where  they  will  relieve  the  other 
overcrowded  schools. 

Improvements. 

Greenwood  erected  a  frame  house,  26x30.  The  directors  exercised 
good  judgment  in  selecting  the  site.  The  house  stands  on  elevated 
ground  where  the  play  ground  will  be  free  from  mud.  The  house  is 
attractive  in  appearance  and  is  supplied  with  patent  desks  and  plenty 
of  good  slate  surface.  This  house  relieves  the  overcrowded  condition 
of  two  other  schools,  and  gives  to  every  family  in  the  township,  school 
advantages  within  the  limit  prescribed  by  law. 

Considerable  interest  is  taken  on  the  part  of  the  directors  in  beauti- 
fying the  school  houses.  Our  houses  are  nicely  painted,  which  adds 
greatly  to  the  appearance  and  preserves  the  wood  exposed  to  the 
weather.  It  is  now  the  custom  in  Juniata  for  directors  before  the 
opening  of  the  schools  to  renovate  the  school  rooms  by  papering, 
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painting,  or  white  washing  the  walls  and  ceiling,  and  scrubbing  the 
floors.  Good  slate  is  rapidly  taking  the  place  of  the  old  wooden  black- 
boards and  painted  walls.  These  with  minor  improvements  are  grati- 
fying evidences  of  an  awakened  interest  on  the  part  of  directors  in  the 
public  schools  of  our  county. 

Examinations. 

Seventeen  examinations  were  held.  One  hundred  and  five  appli- 
cants were  examined.  Seventy-seven  received  provisional  certificates 
and  three  received  professional  certificates.  Twenty-five  applicants 
were  rejected.  It  has  been  our  aim  to  assist  directors  in  getting  the 
best  qualified  teachers  for  our  schools  and  in  order  to  do  this  the 
standard  has  been  raised  from  year  to  year.  Our  standard  now  ex- 
cludes all  who  do  not  have  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  common  school 
branches.  Kejecting  an  applicant  is  the  most  unpleasant  official 
duty  that  a  superintendent  has  to  perform,  yet  there  are  times  when 
the  best  interests  of  the  schools  demand  it. 

Teachers'  Reading  Course. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  county  institute  to  select  and  rec- 
ommend a  reading  course  for  the  ensuing  year,  recommended  the  con- 
tinuation of  last  year's  course  (Painter's  History  of  Education,  and 
Halleck's  Psychology)  with  the  addition  of  Brooke's  English  and 
American  Literature.  The  course  w^as  adopted  and  carefully  pur- 
sued by  many  of  the  teachers.  The  forward  move  instituted  in  our 
county  a  few  years  ago  has  proved  very  beneficial  to  our  teachers — 
especially  so  to  the  younger  teachers  who  are  anxious  to  grow  strong 
in  the  profession  but  who  do  not  know  upon  what  lines  to  read  to  ef- 
fect the  desired  professional  growth. 

Visitations. 

Tw^o  hundred  and  twelve  visits  to  schools  w'ere  made.  I  found 
teachers,  with  very  few  exceptions,  doing  efficient  work.  During 
my  visits  particular  attention  w'as  paid  to  the  order,  study,  classifica- 
tion, and  recitations  of  the  schools  with  a  view  of  giving  such  friendly 
suggestions  in  these  important  elements  of  teaching  as  might  be  of 
value  to  both  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  discharge  of  their  school 
duties.  I  was  pleased  to  notice  in  most  schools  the  rooms  were  nicely 
decorated,  and  the  floors  clean — thus  making  the  rooms  as  pleasant 
and  attractive  as  the  best  regulated  homes  in  the  district. 

Academies. 

We  have  established  in  Juniata  three  excellent  academies.  One  at 
Mifflintown,  one  at  Port  Royal  and  one  at  Academia.     The  principals 
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are  scholarly  and  superior  teachers.  These  schools  bring  to  our 
teachers  and  advanced  pupils  great  educational  advantages,  and 
should  receiA'e  the  encouragement  and  support  of  the  citizens  of  the 
county. 

Institutes. 

The  teachers'  institute  was  a  success.  Drs.  William  A.  Mowry, 
Mass.;  Geo.  W.  Hull,  Millersville  Normal;  Byron  W.  King,  Pitts- 
burgh; Profs.  L.  E.  McGinues,  superintendent  Steelton,  and  F.  H. 
Green,  West  Chester  Normal,  gave  interesting  and  important  instruc- 
tion. 

Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Rev.  H.  S.  Gilbert,  Prof.  F.  H. 
Green,  and  Hon.  H.  W.  J.  Ham.  Musical  and  literary  entertainments 
were  given  by  the  Arier  Ladies,  and  Dr.  Byron  W.  King.  The  at- 
tendance was  excellent  and  the  highest  degree  of  interest  prevailed 
throughout  the  entire  session. 

District  institutes  were  held  at  Thompsontown,  East  Waterford, 
Mexico,  Port  Royal,  McAlisterville,  Richfield,  Walnut  and  East 
Salem,  and  were  well  attended  by  teachers  and  citizens.  Able  even- 
ing lecturers  were  secured  for  these  meetings. 

Obituary. 

During  the  year  we  lost  by  death  two  of  our  most  devoted  school 
men;  Prof.  G.  W.  Towsey,  a  teacher  who  had  taught  with  great  suc- 
cess for  twenty  years.  Mr.  Towsey  possessed  superior  qualities  both 
of  mind  and  heart  and  will  be  greatly  missed  as  a  teacher  and  citizen. 

And  Mr.  S.  M.  Beale,  a  progressive  director  of  Tuscarora.  Mr. 
Beale  was  a  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  the  county. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  friends  who 
assisted  in  promoting  the  cause  of  popular  education  another  year  in 
our  county. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


The  educational  outlook  in  this  county  has  never  been  more  encour- 
aging than  it  is  now.  Educational  conditions  are  steadily  improving. 
Better  buildings  are  being  erected.  More  attention  is  given  to  heat- 
ing, lighting  and  ventilation.  New  buildings  are  being  supplied  with 
the  best  modern  furniture  and  an  abundance  of  slate  blackboard. 
School  grounds  are  being  improved,  fenced,  and  adorned  with  trees. 
Directors  are  actively  seeking  the  best  text-books  and  apparatus. 
Nearly  all  of  our  schools  are  provided  with  unabridged  dictionaries, 
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and  many  in  liifther  gnulos  with  smaller  dictionaries.  A  majority  of 
the  giaded  schools  have  j^ood  encyclopedias.  Libraries  are  growin<;-. 
The  average  length  of  term  is  inc^easinJ,^  Last  year's  report  shows 
that  Lackawanna  stands  first  in  this  respect.  Salaries  are  steadily 
rising.  We  pay  an  average  of  |.")1.U>  per  month  to  males  and  |32.35 
to  female  teachers.  But  probably  the  best  indication  of  progress  is 
the  increasing  demand  for  thoroughly  qualified  teachers.  This  de- 
mand, growing  stronger  every  year,  is  inducing  our  teachers  to  use 
every  available  means  of  improvement.  The  general  health  was  good 
during  the  year,  and  attendance,  consequently,  excellent  in  most  of 
our  districts.  The  examinations  at  the  close  of  the  year  showed 
better  results  than  those  of  any  previous  year  of  my  term  of  office. 


County  Graduation. 

Five  years  ago  we  began  to  use  a  course  of  study  in  common  schools 
leading  to  the  common  school  diploma.  There  has  been  a  steady 
growth  in  this  work  year  by  year.  In  our  first  annual  examination 
in  '94,  there  were  36  candidates;  in  '95  the  number  increased  to  70;  in 
'96  there  were  87;  in  '97  we  examined  113  students;  and  at  the  close  of 
the  last  year  there  were  190  applicants.  The  quality  of  the  work  sub- 
mitted has  improved  each  year.  At  the  opening  of  last  school  year  a 
committee  of  principals  adopted  a  high  school  course  for  the  county. 
At  the  last  examination  30  students  were  examined  in  the  first  year's 
high  school  work.  This  higher  course  is  a  modest  beginning  and  in- 
cludes only  the  following  subjects:  Civil  government,  jjli^'sical  geogra- 
phy, algebra,  plane  geometry,  rhetoric,  English  literature,  physics, 
and  general  history.  From  this  beginning  we  hope  to  advance  until 
a  satisfactory  high  school  course  is  in  use  in  all  the  graded  schools  of 
the  county. 

Professional  Improvement. 

Schools'can  not  give  entirely  satisfactory  results  until  every  teacher 
has  thoroughly  mastered  the  subjects  he  teaches,  until  each  teacher 
has  a  knowledge  of  rational  methods,  and  teaches  intelligently  instead 
of  following  tradition,  and  until  each  has  learned  to  manage  and  gov- 
ern a  school  by  appealing  to  high  and  elevating  motives.  Kealizing 
these  requisites  to  the  best  teaching,  w^e  have  been  striving  during  the 
last  five  years  to  raise  the  standard  of  qualifications  so  as  to  make 
better  results  possible.  While  w^e  have  steadily  advanced  in  our 
knowledge  of  the  subjects  taught,  we  have  also  studied  carefully  each 
year  some  good  professional  work.  Nearly  all  of  our  teachers  have 
studied  Hughes'  Mistakes  in  Teaching,  Page's  Theory  and  Practice, 
Quick's  Educational  Eeformers,  and  Bald-win's  School  Management. 
Kesults  of  this  reading  are  fully  apparent  in  the  improved  methods  of 


78  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

teaching.  The  professional  certificate  is  granted  only  to  those  who 
have  had  five  years'  successful  experience,  and  who  can  pass  a  thor- 
ough examination  in  common  branches,  civil  government,  theory  of 
teaching,  and  the  history  of  education.  These  teachers,  we  believe, 
compare  favorably  in  their  work  with  the  average  Normal  school 
graduate.  This  year  a  professional  class  will  be  formed  in  September, 
a  regular  course  of  reading  laid  out  for  them,  and  they  will  meet  the 
superintendent  at  stated  times  for  suggestions  and  assistance  in 
their  work. 

Five  years  ago  our  report  showed  that  we  were  employing  150 
teachers  holding  provisional  certificates,  and  88  teachers  of  all  higher 
grades.  Now  we  have  133  teachers  with  provisional  certificates,  and 
136  of  higher  grades.  This  shows  a  net  gain  of  65  high  grade  teachers 
in  the  five  years.  Of  the  133  holding  low  grade  certificates,  75  have 
had  training  in  high  schools,  academies,  or  normal  schools,  leaving 
only  58  who  have  had  no  education  beyond  the  common  school  course. 

County  Institute. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  in  Scranton  during  the  week  of 
September  6.  The  instructors  were  Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart,  Dr.  Martin 
G.  Benedict,  Prof.  F.  H.  Green,  Rev.  Elkanah  Hulley,  Miss  Anna  Buck- 
bee,  Supt.  Geo.  W.  Twitmyer,  and  Prof.  H.  E.  Cogswell.  The  special 
features  of  this  institute  were  Prof.  Green's  lectures  on  literature  and 
Supt.  Twitmyer's  drills  in  penmanship.  The  interest  aroused  in  these 
lines  amounted  to  enthusiasm.  For  the  lessons  in  penmanship  a  room 
was  furnished  with  writing  materials  and  practical  instruction  given. 
The  purpose  of  this  work  was  to  instruct  the  teachers  how  to  build  the 
habit  of  free  muscular  movement  writing.  This  branch  has  long  been 
neglected  in  our  schools,  and  we  are  far  behind  business  colleges  Doth 
in  methods  and  results. 

Directors'  Association. 

• 

The  Directors'  Association  organized  in  1893,  held  its  fourth  and 
largest  annual  meeting  on  Thursday,  September  9.  Eighty-one  di- 
rectors were  present.  Addresses  were  made  by  President  Wm.  Repp, 
ex-Superintendent  Anna  Buckbee,  and  Superintendent  Geo.  W.  Twit- 
mj'er.  The  question,  ''What  should  guide  directors  in  selecting 
teachers?"  was  ably  discussed  by  Chas.  F.  Baker,  president  Jermyn 
school  board;  Albert  Ball,  secretary  Dalton  board;  A.  D.  Dean,  presi- 
dent Waverly  board,  and  Edwin  Maclay,  secretary  Blakely  board. 
At  3  p.  m.,  the  directors  adjourned  to  the  main  court  room,  where, 
with  the  teachers,  they  listened  to  an  eloquent  address  from  Hon. 
John  Q.  Stewart.  The  work  of  this  association  is  steadily  growing 
in  value  and  interest.  Many  improvements  are  clearly  traceable  to 
its  influence. 
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School  Libraries. 

In  seven  of  our  -graded  schools  there  are  libraries  of  from  50  to  500 
volumes.  Considerable  work  was  done  last  year  by  the  teachers  in 
rural  districts  in  foundinj;-  and  buildin«j;-  up  school  libraries.  Ten  new 
libraries  were  begun.  The  value  of  a  school  library  is  not  yet  fully 
appreciated  by  the  people  in  some  of  our  districts,  and,  consequently, 
our  directors  hestiate  to  take  advantage  of  the  act  permitting  them  to 
levy  a  library  tax.  In  my  opinion  a  one  mill  tax  could  not  be  spent 
to  better  advantage  than  in  providing  a  good  library  for  each  school. 
When  we  apprehend  the  fact  that  it  is  the  pupils  reading  rather  than 
the  text-books  he  studies  that  gives  tone  and  direction  to  his  thought, 
it  appears  to  be  a  matter  of  immense  importance  that  he  shall  have 
access  to  a  collection  of  good  books  during  this  formative  period  of  his 
life. 

Local  Institutes. 

In  former  years  the  county  was  divided  into  six  districts  for  local 
institute  work.  Last  year  a  portion  of  the  sixth  district  including 
Benton,  Scott  and  Greenfield  was  set  apart  as  the  seventh  institute 
district.  Twelve  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  as  follows:  in 
the  second  district,  two,  at  Jermyn  and  Archbald;  in  the  third  dis- 
trict, three,  at  Priceburg,  Blakely  and  Oh'phant;  in  the  fourth  dis- 
trict, one,  at  Old  Forge;  in  the  fifth  district,  one,  at  Moscow;  in  the 
sixth  district,  two,  at  ^^'averly  and  Clark's  Summit,  and  in  the  sev- 
enth district,  three,  at  Tompkinsville,  Fleetville,  and  Montdale.  In 
addition  to  local  talent  we  were  assisted  in  this  work  by  Rev.  Elkanah 
Hulley  of  Keystone  Academy;  Dr.  T.  J.  McConnon,  of  Wilkes-Barre 
High  School;  Supt.  E.  D.  Bovard,  of  Dunmore;  Prof.  R.  X.  Davis,  of 
Dunmore;  Supt.  Geo.  Howell,  of  Scranton,  and  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  of 
East  Stroudsburg. 

Personal  Work. 

My  record  shows  that  during  the  year  I  have  made  396  visits  to  the 
schools.  I  have  held  24  public  examinations  in  which  I  have  ex- 
amined over  400  candidates.  I  spent  four  days  as  a  member  of  the 
examining  committee  at  East  Stroudsburg  State  Normal  School,  two 
days  at  the  State  Association  of  School  Directors,  attended  ten  local 
institutes,  spent  two  dajs  at  Wilkes-Barre  attending  institutes  and 
visiting  schools,  and  one  day  attending  a  meeting  of  the  Associated 
Boards  of  Health  in  Scranton.  In  all  279  days  have  been  spent  in  offi- 
cial work,  or  a  little  more  than  twenty-three  days  each  month  of  the 
year. 

My  thanks  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  uniform  courtesy  and  advice,  to  teachers,  di- 
rectors, and  patrons  for  their  hearty  support  and  assistance,  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  representatives  of  the  public  press  for  their  full  and 
accurate  reports  of  our  institutes  and  other  educational  work. 
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The  school  year  upon  the  whole  was  satisfactory  in  its  results  and 
outlook.  There  was  a  measure  of  growth  and  improvement  in  the 
schools  that  is  very  gratifying  to  those  directly  associated  with  them. 
In  spite  of  the  low  i^rices  received  for  our  home  products  which  are 
chiefly  from  the  farm,  the  prevailing  tendency  favored  the  idea  of 
expansion  in  our  school  system.  The  course  of  study  was  extended 
here  and  there  by  adding  some  higlfer  branch  of  study,  the  older  pupils 
were  given  stronger  encouragement  than  heretofore  to  continue  at 
school  longer  or  to  take  up  a  course  of  study  in  some  higher  institu- 
tion of  learning  away  from  home,  and  educational  meetings  and  school 
ideas  were  given  fuller  and  more  enthusiastic  support  by  the  com- 
munity in  general.  Salaries  also  were  maintained  while  the  average 
length  of  the  term  was  a  trifle  increased,  and  the  supplies  purchased 
and  improvements  ordered  were  of  a  character  that  illustrated  a 
thoughtful  interest  in  school  affairs. 

The  keenest  interest  of  our  people  centered  along  the  line  of  the 
physical  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  child's  environment  at  school. 
It  is  within  the  limits  of  facts  to  say  that  greater  emphasis  was  iaid 
by  the  different  districts  upon  enriching  the  school  surroundings  than 
possibly  ever  before.  In  some  districts  this  sentiment  did  not  get 
bej'ond  the  boundaries  of  neighborhood  talk,  and  of  course  no  prac- 
tical results  followed  unless  the  skirmish  in  words  will  prepare  the 
way  for  the  future  to  do  the  work,  but  where  the  sentiment  was  strong 
enough  to  take  concrete  shape,  there  yards  were  fenced  in  or  enlarged 
in  some  cases,  while  in  others  trees  were  planted,  libraries  started  or 
enlarged,  stoves  displaced  and  improved  methods  of  heating  adopted, 
water-closets  kept  under  closer  surveillance,  and  a  positive  stand 
taken  to  make  the  premises  healthful  and  inviting. 

Especially  marked  and  outspoken  in  some  sections  was  the  senti- 
ment which  was  solidifying  against  the  stove  as  a  proper  means  of 
heating  school  rooms.  A  few  of  our  districts  have  started  in  a  sys- 
tematic way  to  displace  two  or  three  stoves  annually  and  substitute 
some  sj'stem  of  uniform  heating  until  all  their  rooms  are  heated  in 
that  manner.  The  local  institutes  did  excellent  work  along  this  line 
by  placing  the  question  of  stove-heating  for  school  rooms  upon  the 
programme  and  showing  the  inadequacy  of  the  stove  for  that  purpose. 
Any  candid  mind  that  has  taken  the  pains  to  investivate  the  heating 
of  school  rooms  by  stoves  knows  that  the  ordinary  stove  under  the 
most  favorable  conditions  is  not  sufficient  to  heat  a  school  room  in  a 
proper  and  healthful  way.  And  the  practice  to  persist  in  retaining 
the  stove  in  these  days  of  improved  scientific  plans  of  heating  at  a 
comparatively  low  figure  simply  means  iii  the  major  portion  of  cases 
that  we  are  indirectly  selling  the  comfort  and  health  of  our  children 
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for  a  few  dollars.  No  coiiihniuity  anywhore  and  L'Specially  not  ainoug 
the  good  people  of  this  county  would  upon  any  terms  or  in  any  man- 
ner allow  this  even  to  be  entertained  if  the  matter  would  have  to  be 
met  in  a  direct  way.  The  inditfereuce  largely  and  very  freciuently 
grows  out  of  the  fact  that  no  one  has  specially  agitated  the  matter 
and  conse(]uently  the  good  old  way  of  the  fathers  has  been  allowed  to 
drift  of  its  own  momentum.  But  the  time  is  ripe  when  this  injustice 
to  our  children  should  be  corrected.  The  evil  has  been  suffered  long 
enough  and  a  day  of  reckoning  for  humanity's  sake  should  be  en- 
couraged in  every  district  by  condemning  the  stove  as  a  means  of  heat- 
ing the  school  room. 

Education  begins  in  the  nerves  and  the  body  and  seeks  to  encourage 
the  healthful  growth  and  harmonious  development  of  these  parts,  and 
yet  in  practice  the  stove  in  a  large  room  turns  this  excellent  theory  into 
a  burlesque.  In  extreme  weather  in  a  large  room  the  stove  must  be 
forced  to  make  itself  felt  in  the  remote  corners  and  even  then  there 
is  so  great  a  ditfereuce  between  the  temperature  of  the  ends  and  center 
of  the  room  that  the  place  suggests  different  climatic  zones.  There 
is  a  blazing  heat  at  the  center  and  the  atmosphere  of  a  chilling  thaw 
at  the  farther  ends,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the  children  prac- 
tically roast  in  one  part  of  the  room,  while  in  another  they  are  so  be- 
numbed by  the  cold  that  study  is  out  of  the  question  and  everything 
else,  except  their  bodily  distress  forgotten.  Instead  of  growth  the 
body  is  stunted,  instead  of  health  the  germs  of  disease  are  sown  in 
fruitful  soil.  There  is  too  much  at  stake  to  tolerate  the  stove  any 
longer.  The  crusade  against  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  health  and 
happiness  of  childhood  and  the  manhood  and  humanity  of  the  race.  Of 
the  nine  houses,  containing  nineteen  rooms,  erected  during  the  year 
only  two  rooms  are  heated  by  a  stove.  No  stronger  proof  could  be 
cited  to  show  that  public  opinion  with  us  is  rapidly  crystallizing 
against  the  use  of  the  stove  in  the  school  house. 

The  houses  erected  during  the  year  are  all  handsome  substantial 
buildings.  Two  of  them  are  large  houses,  one  containing  four  the 
other  six  rooms,  and  were  specially  designed  by  one  of  our  best  ar- 
chitects and  erected  under  his  supervision.  The  six-roomed  structure 
is  situated  upon  a  fine  site  in  the  central  part  of  the  town  of  Terre  Hill 
in  Efist  Earl  township.  It  is  a  complete  building  from  every  stand- 
point of  school  comfort  and  hygiene.  Its  interior  appointments — 
hall-ways,  stair-ways,  cloak-rooms,  study-halls,  heating  system, 
window  space — approach  the  ideal  school  house.  Before  the  erection 
of  this  house  the  schools  were  scattered  over  the  town  in  two  roomed 
buildings.  The  growth  of  the  town  made  further  building  necessary, 
and  the  township  board  was  asked  to  face  the  problem  of  putting  up  a 
new  central  building  and  consolidating  the  schools.  The  problem 
was  a  new  one  for  a  rural  school  board  to  solve  and  a  delicate  and  dif- 
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ficult  one  because  of  the  pressure  of  sentiment  against  the  proposed 
movement  from  the  outlying  districts  in  the  township,  but  the  issue 
was  decided  by  giving  the  town  all  that  it  asked  for.  The  town  has 
now  a  handsome  modern  school  building  and  a  closely  graded  system 
of  schools  of  which  any  community  might  feel  proud.  The  four-roomed 
house  was  built  b^-  the  Conoy  township  school  board  and  stands  in 
the  town  of  liainbridge.  It  was  erected  to  take  the  place  of  the  old 
Town  Hall  school  house  which  was  destroyed  b}'  fire  the  winter  be- 
fore. The  building  is  a  substantial  brick,  stands  upon  elevated 
ground,  and  j^resents  a  handsome  appearance.  The  rooms  are  large, 
furnished  with  single  desks  and  equipped  with  all  the  conveniences 
of  the  modern  house.     The  building  was  dedicated  in  December. 

Brief  mention  should  be  made  of  one  other  house.  East  Donegal 
has  stood  for  many  years  in  the  forefront  of  good  school  work.  True 
to  her  leadership  she  took  another  step  forward  during  the  year  by 
putting  up  a  one  story  two-roomed  house  that  is  the  finest  and  most 
complete  example  of  this  type  of  building  that  has  ever  been  erected 
in  the  county.  It  is  a  marked  departure  from  our  older  buildings  of 
this  size  in  the  essentials  of  light,  health  and  convenience  of  access  to 
rooms,  and  beauty  of  architecture,  and  yet  all  its  new  features  are 
simply  the  old  ideas  upon  these  points  carried  forward  along  the  line 
of  improvement  and  given  a  more  rational  adjustment.  The  building 
has  been  visited  by  several  boards  from  neighboring  districts  and 
from  the  opinion  expressed  It  will  be  sure  to  prove  an  epoch  making 
building  in  that  it  will  mark  the  beginning  of  a  departure  in  the  con- 
struction of  that  kind  of  houses.  The  single-roomed  houses  built 
show  evidence  of  thoughtful  iuq,uiry  on  the  part  of  building  com- 
mittees after  the  latest  and  best  approved  ideas  in  rural  school  build- 
ings. They  are  all  well  built,  some  are  quite  handsome  and  every  one 
of  them  reflects  a  liberal  and  progressive  school  sentiment. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  an  effort  is  being  made  to  make  our 
school  houses  beautiful  and  attractive.  The  fact  is  dawning  upon  the 
public  mind  that  a  school  house  must  be  more  than  convenient  and 
commodious  to  satisfy  the  real  ends  of  an  education.  At  a  tender 
age  the  child  loves  the  beautiful  and  therefore  his  school  life  must  not 
be  reduced  to  a  cold  impression  of  blank  walls,  hard  benches,  faultless 
addition,  and  perfect  spelling.  If  his  teaching  is  to  find  fruitful  soil 
he  must  hear  the  life  tones,  warm,  vibrating,  potent  that  are  found  in 
the  atmosphere  of  a  cheerful  wholesome  environment.  The  house 
must  reveal  tones  of  the  beautiful  in  its  architectural  lines,  the  room 
must  be  attractive  and  tasteful  that  he  may  feel  the  resonant  touch 
of  life  within  its  walls,  and  both  within  and  without  he  should  be  able 
to  find  means  to  appease  his  appetite  for  the  beautiful.  Children  so 
situated  are  in  constant  touch  with  an  educational  force  that  makes 
for  refinement  in  speech  and  conduct  and  prepares  them  to  build  for 
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themselves  the  healthiest  ideals  of  life  and  its  responsibilities.  The 
beautiful  is  the  highest  expression  of  truth — its  most  attractive  garb, 
its  divine  form,  and  hence  in  the  world  of  ideals  or  material  things 
the  beautiful  is  true  and  the  true  is  beautiful.  A  true  sketch  must 
be  beautiful,  a  true  process  of  making  flour  must  produce  beautiful 
flour,  a  true  act  of  charity  must  always  be  beautiful.  The  children 
must  live  in  an  atmosphere  of  the  beautiful  if  we  would  have  them  at- 
tain the  highest  type  of  manhood  and  womanhood. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY— Thomas  M.  Stewart. 


Introductory  Remarks, 

The  results  accomplished  in  this  county  during  the  year  are  set  forth 
to  some  extent  in  the  condensed  statement  which  is  made  a  part  of  this 
report,  but  much  that  is  most  essential  to  a  correct  understanding 
and  proper  appreciation  of  the  work  done  in  the  schools  cannot  be  sat- 
isfactorily embodied  in  a  written  or  statistical  report. 

Of  the  various  agencies  employed  in  the  work  each  one  has  its  own 
sphere  of  operation,  but  at  the  same  time  complete  success  is  possible 
only  when  all  these  forces  are  united  in  harmonious  co-operation.  The 
results  obtained  by  the  school  are  measured  from  different  points  of 
view,  according  to  the  special  or  general  interest  which  governs  the 
observer.  Parents  whose  children  are  receiving  instruction  are 
rightly  impressed  by  what  the  schools  are  doing  or  failing  to  do  for 
their  boys  and  girls  to  fit  them  for  the  duties  of  life.  From  the  stand- 
point of  the  parent  the  results  achieved  are  measured  by  the  influence 
which  radiates  most  directly  from  the  school  to  the  home.  When  this 
influence  shows  itself  in  helpful  w^ays,  as  it  ought  to  do  under  favor- 
able conditions,  in  the  physical,  moral  and  intellectual  development 
of  the  children,  the  school  will  make  a  lasting  impression  for  good  in 
the  community  and  will  earn  for  itself  the  cordial  appreciation  of  its 
patrons.  On  the  other  hand,  a  school  which  does  not  meet  the  reason- 
able and  just  expectation  of  its  patrons  will  fail  to  command  their  ap- 
probation or  co-operation,  both  of  which  are  indispensable  to  success. 
The  fact  must  be  emphasized  more  and  more  that  the  public  schools 
are  established  and  supported  for  a  specific  purpose.  The  schools  are 
for  the  children.  Every  other  interest  in  connection  with  their  con- 
trol and  management  must  be  made  subordinate  to  that  which  best 
promotes  the  children's  welfare.  Otherwise  the  mission  of  the  com- 
mon school  will  fail  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view.  Through  the 
school  the  children,  when  properly  trained  and  instructed,  will  have 
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develoi)ed  in  them  powers  of  thought  and  action  which  will  supple- 
ment the  education  and  discipline  acquired  in  the  homes  where 
thoughtful  fathers  and  mothers  are  most  deeply  sensible  of  their  obli- 
gations, both  to  the  school  and  to  the  children,  as  well  as  to  the  State. 
The  school  occupies  a  i)lace  in  the  established  system  of  our  govern- 
ment which  rightly  demands  and  receives  proper  recognition  from  all 
the  people.  Xo  parent  can  afford  to  be  indifferent  in  matters  affecting 
the  schools  which  are  so  closely  related  to  the  welfare  of  his  own  and 
his  neighbors'  children,  and  no  citizen  can  claim  exemption  from  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  which  he  owes  to  the  public  schools. 


The  Annual  County  Institute. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  the  cityof  New  Castle,  Octo- 
ber 18-22, 1897.  All  the  teachers  of  the  county,  with  one  exception,  and 
all  the  teachers  of  the  city  attended  the  institute.  The  interest 
from  the  opening  session  until  the  close,  as  shown  by  the  prompt  and 
regular  attendance  and  by  the  close  attention  given  to  the  proceed- 
ings, w^as  most  commendable. 

The  self-reporting  system  of  attendance,  which  was  introduced  suc- 
cessfully last  year,  was  continued  with  very  satisfactory  results.  The 
directors  and  patrons  w'ere  well  represented  at  the  meeting  on  "Di- 
rectors' Day,"  Thursday,  October  21,  at  which  addresses  were  made  by 
Superintendent  J.  M.  Coughlin  of  Wilkes-Barre;  Superintendent  J. 
W.  Canon,  Rev.  H.  G.  Dodds  of  New  Castle,  Mr.  L.  F.  Cain  of  Ell  wood 
City;  Rev.  J.  Q.  A.  McDowell  of  New  Castle,  and  others. 

The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Superintendent  Coughlin,  Dr.  M. 
G.  Brumbaugh,  Prof.  George  E.  Little  and  Dr.  John  B.  DeMotte.  The 
music  was  in  charge  of  Prof.  W.  H.  Young,  New  Castle.  A  musical 
entertainment  given  by  the  "Lyric  Ladies''  of  Chicago,  on  Thursday 
evening,  was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  large  audience  present. 

The  proceedings  throughout  were  of  such  a  character  as  to  enlist  the 
co-operation  of  the  public,  and  the  institute  as  a  whole  will  doubtless 
prove  to  be  a  marked  success  from  an  educational  poipt  of  view. 

The  harmonious  relations  now  existing  between  the  teachers  of  the 
city  of  New  Castle  and  the  teachers  of  the  county,  with  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  City  Superintendent,  Mr.  J.  W.  Canon,  and  the  board 
of  controllers,  have  contributed  much  to  the  success  of  the  county  in- 
stitute. 

It  is  possible  to  hold  an  institute  w^hich  will  be  simply  a  compliance 
with  the  law  and  which  will  afford  but  little,  if  any,  real  benefit  to  the 
teachers  who  attend  its  sessions;  but  it  has  been  my  aim  from  the  first 
to  give  the  institute  its  proper  place  in  awakening  a  more  general  in- 
terest in  the  work  of  education,  and  at  the  same  time  to  provide  such 
appropriate  instruction  as  will  enable  the  teachers  to  develop  a  higher 
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degree  of  teachiug-  skill,  and  to  belter  undestaiid  the  art  of  doiug 
things  well  in  their  professional  work. 

A  new  and  higher  conception  of  his  ollice  will  reward  the  earnest 
teacher  for  his  efforts  toward  self  improvement,  and  the  institute  will 
offer  to  him  such  an  inspiration  to  duty  as  will  make  his  services  in 
the  school  room  invaluable  to  the  children  who  are  placed  in  his 
charge. 

Local  Institutes. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  different  sections  of  the  county  with 
most  satisfactory  results.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  growing  inter- 
est in  these  educational  meetings  and  to  observe  in  actual  results  the 
benefit  derived  from  them.  Not  the  least  of  these  is  the  opportunity 
which  such  meetings  afford  by  bringing  into  closer  relations  the 
teachers  and  patrons  of  the  schools.  Local  educational  meetings  ju- 
diciously managed  and  generously  supported  will  give  to  the  teachers 
a  better  recognition  and  higher  appreciation  of  their  services  in  the 
community.  A  continuance  of  the  good  work  so  well  begun  along 
these  lines  is  earnestly  commended  to  the  teachers  and  to  the  patrons 
of  the  schools  who  are  most  directly  interested  in  this  work. 

Annual  School  Terms. 

The  annual  school  terms  are  gradually  increasing  in  length,  in  a 
majority  of  the  townships.  There  are  good  prospects  of  an  increase 
to  eight  months  in  some  districts,  and  to  seven  months  in  all  the  re- 
maining districts  of  the  county  at  the  beginning  of  another  school 
year.  Two  progressive  districts.  West  New  Castle  borough  and  Mahon- 
ingtown  borcmgh,  were  recently  detached  from  the  county  and  incor- 
porated into  the  city  of  New  Castle.  The  former  had  an  annual  term 
of  nine  months  and  the  latter  of  eight  months.  This  change  will  di- 
minish slightly  the  average  length  of  the  term  and  will  reduce  ma- 
terially the  number  of  schools  and  school  children  in  the  county,  but 
the  determination  so  manifest  on  the  part  of  the  directors  to  continue 
to  make  steady  advancement  will  in  a  short  time  result  in  making  a 
better  showing  for  the  county,  both  as  to  the  length  of  the  term  and 
the  wages  of  the  teachers. 

Improvements. 

School  houses  w^ere  built  during  the  past  year  in  Big  Beaver,  Nes- 
hannock.  Union  and  Wayne.  In  other  districts  school  houses  were 
repaired  and  refurnished,  and  in  some  instances  additional  school 
rooms  were  provided  to  accommodate  the  increasing  number  of  chil- 
dren in  the  district.  The  school  boards  of  these  districts  are  deserv- 
ing of  commendation  for  the  substantial  interest  they  have  shown  in 
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providing  for  the  accommodation  of  the  children.  The  directors  of 
North  Beaver  township  are  contemplating  some  needed  improvements 
for  the  benefit  of  the  graded  schools  of  the  district  which  will  be  com- 
jjleted  at  an  early  date. 

The  following  statistical  summary  will  show  in  part  some  features 
of  the  work: 

The  number  of  school  districts  in  Lawrence  county  is  twenty-three, 
the  number  of  schools  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  the  average  num- 
ber of  months  taught  six  and  ninety-five  one-hundredths,  the  number 
of  teachers  employed  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  the  average  monthly 
wages  paid  for  men  thirty-five  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  the  average 
for  women  thirty-three  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents,  the  number  of 
school  children  in  attendance  five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-nine. The  total  receipts  were  eighty-two  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty-six  dollars  and  four  cents — the  total  expenditures  seventy- 
seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  seventy-one 
cents. 

In  my  report  of  last  year  attention  was  called  to  the  purchase  of 
maps,  charts  and  other  apparatus  by  school  boards  at  extravagant 
prices.  While  there  have  been  no  extensive  purchases  in  this  line  dur- 
ing the  past  year  there  may  still  be  good  reasons  for  the  exercise  of 
caution  and  prudence  on  the  part  of  directors  in  reference  to  the  whole 
subject.  The  expenditure  of  the  funds  of  the  district  for  such  pur- 
poses should  be  carefully  guarded,  and  any  T3usiness  to  be  transacted, 
bearing  on  the  subject,  should  be  transacted  by  the  directors  ofiQcially 
after  due  deliberation,  at  a  meeting  of  the  board,  and  not  by  directors 
individually  under  the  persuasive  influence  of  parties,  whose  only  in- 
terest in  the  matter  is  a  pecuniary  one. 


Directors. 

A  commendable  spirit  governs  our  directors  as  a  body  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  They  are  careful  and  discriminative  as  a  rule 
in  all  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  schools.  They  have  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  and  are  earnestly  striving  to  advance  the  cause  of 
education  in  their  respective  districts.  The  duties  devolving  upon  the 
directors  areso  numerous  and  varied  as  to  require  superior  abilities  and 
the  exercise  of  wisdom  and  good  judgment  in  their  performance.  An 
unintentional  wrong  may  be  inflicted  upon  a  districtbyanerrorof  judg- 
ment, neglect  or  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  directors  which  cannot  be 
remedied  by  any  ordinary  means  at  their  command.  How  imperative, 
therefore,  it  is  to  be  constantly  vigilant  and  ever  watchful  of  the  most 
sacred  interests  intrusted  to  the  official  guardianship  of  school  boards! 
Things  that  may  be  regarded  in  themselves  as  unimportant  and  un- 
eventful may  prove  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  district  in 
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the  future.  The  selection  of  a  site  for  a  school  house,  its  location,  its 
liealthfulncss,  the  plan  of  the  building',  heating,  lighting  and  ventila- 
tion, the  character  of  the  material  and  the  workmanship  put  into  its 
construction,  the  furniture  within  and  the  appointments  without,  the 
space  reserved  for  the  children's  pla}^  ground — all  these  and  many 
other  things  which  will  suggest  themselves  to  thoughtful  directors, 
are  matters  requiring  most  careful  oversight  on  the  part  of  school 
boards.  If  these  and  like  observations  are  correct  regarding  the 
duties  which  pertain  almost  wholly  to  the  material  or  physical  re- 
quirements of  the  schools,  how  much  more  should  be  emphasized  such 
other  duties  as  relate  to  the  moral  and  intellectual  functions  of  the 
office  of  school  director!  No  more  important  duty  rests  upon  the  di- 
rectors in  the  exercise  of  their  solemn  trust  than  the  selection  and  em- 
ployment of  teachers.  The  influences  which  in  after  years  are 
brought  to  bear  most  forcibly  on  the  lives  of  the  children  are  to  a  great 
extent  the  outgrowth  of  the  teachers'  instruction  and  examx)le.  The 
impressions  thus  made  in  the  associations  of  the  school,  next  to  the 
impressive  and  lasting  influence  of  the  home,  are  the  most  potent 
factors  in  shaping  the  aims  and  destinies  of  the  children.  How  nec- 
essary it  is,  then,  to  place  in  charge  of  the  schools  teachers  of  good  at- 
tainments and  sound  morals!  All  the  people  are  directly  interested 
in  the  schools,  all  the  children,  as  well  as  the  parents,  are  interested 
in  their  teachers,  and  all  the  citizens  oi  the  district  are  interested  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  directors  discharge  the  duties  of  their  office. 

Visitation  of  Schools. 

The  co-operation  of  the  parents,  as  shown  by  their  visitation  of  the 
schools,  is  a  hopeful  sign  of  encouragement  to  the  teachers.  A 
friendly  visit  on  the  part  of  the  parents  will  do  much  in  a  quiet  way  to 
help  the  school  to  share  in  some  degree  the  cheerful  influence  of  the 
home  itself. 

The  directors,  too,  can  do  much  in  a  personal  way  to  aid  the  teachers 
in  their  work  by  regularly  visiting  the  schools,  and  thus  show  to  the 
f>atrons  that  they  have  a  deep  and  growing  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
their  children,  and  in  the  progress  of  the  schools  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  board.  Time  and  effort  are  required  to  do  this,  but  good  results 
will  follow. 

General  Observations. 

In  taking  a  view  of  the  whole  field  there  is  much  to  encourage  the 
friends  of  the  public  schools  in  the  county.  The  work  undertaken  has 
been  fairly  well  performed;  the  mistake  of  attempting  to  do  too  much 
has  been  avoided.  The  teachers  are  endeavoring  to  be  worthy  of  their 
calling.  They  are  ready  and  willing  to  render  efficient  services,  some- 
times under  circumstances  which  are  most  discouraging  to  them,  but 
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always  keeping  in  mind  the  dignity  and  responsibility  of  their  profes- 
sion. In  spite  of  all  the  precautions  which  may  be  taken  to  guard 
against  imperfect  conditions  in  any  line  of  effort,  defects  will  exist  and 
disappointments  will  follow.  Indifference  or  neglect  on  the  part  of 
some  trusted  factor  may  prove  to  be  a  serious  drawback,  but  with  good 
teaching  power,  tact  and  wise  management,  the  diflSculties  may  be 
overcome.  The  outlook  for  the  future  is  encouraging,  and  to  the  faith- 
ful and  conscientious  teachers  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  for 
what  has  been  accomplished  and  for  what  is  truly  promised. 

Soldier  Teachers. 

The  fact  is  worthy  of  public  mention  that  the  teaching  force  of 
Lawrence  county  is  represented  in  the  volunteer  service  of  the  army 
by  the  following  named  persons:  Charles  H.  Young  of  Little  Beaver 
township;  John  J.  McDowell  of  Neshannock  township;  C.  H.  Baldwin 
and  Louis  Warnock  of  Shenango  township;  Homer  C.  Drake  of  Wil- 
mington township;  Clifford  Fenton  of  Union  township,  and  K.  W. 
Frishkom  of  Wayne  township.  There  are  also  a  number  of  the  former 
teachers  of  the  county  in  the  service  of  their  country.  The  spirit 
of  patriotism  which  everywhere  prevails  is  exemplified  by  the  willing 
and  prompt  response  of  a  goodly  number  of  our  young  men  to  the  call 
for  volunteers.  In  this  respect  Lawrence  county  has  not  failed  at  any 
time  to  hold  a  creditable  and  conspicuous  place  in  comparison  with 
other  sections  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Conclusion. 

To  the  press  of  the  county,  to  the  patrons  of  the  schools,  to 
the  directors  and  teachers,  my  thanks  are  extended  for  helpful  co- 
operation. With  the  timely  and  valued  assistance  of  all  these  agen- 
cies united  in  a  common  cause  for  a  common  purpose,  the  ensuing 
year  cannot  fail  to  be  productive  of  good  results  in  the  education  of 
our  children. 


LEBANON  COUNTY— John  W.  Snoke. 


After  a  careful  review  of  the  school  work  of  the  past  year,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  commendable  progress  has  been  made,  and,  that  our 
schools,  as  a  whole,  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  We  have  not 
reached  the  standard  of  excellence  at  which  we  steadily  aimed,  yet 
the  growing  interest  taken  in  the  schools  on  the  part  of  nearly  all  our 
directors  and  teachers,  is  an  encouraging  feature  of  the  work.  Under 
existing  conditions  I  candidly  believe  that  the  results  were  what  they 
could  be  expected. 
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The  public  schools  ;iie  in  the  hands  of  the  people.  It  therefore,  fol- 
lows that  they  are  what  the  people  desire  them  to  be.  It  is  my  belief 
that  their  ellicienoy  could  be  greatly  increased  if  the  patrons  would 
more  familiarize  themselves  with  the  work  of  the  school  room.  That 
co-operation  between  the  home  and  the  school  which  would  exist,  if 
everybody  could  realize  the  true  function  of  these  two  institutions,  is 
too  frequently  lacking-.  The  home  and  the  school  should,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  be  made  a  unit.  Their  intlueuces  should  be  in  the  same 
direction.  Instead  of  this  united  co-operation  there  is  not  infre- 
quently manifested  the  coldest  indifference,  and  even  in  some  in- 
stances is  found  the  spirit  of  open  fault  finding. 

Probably  the  inauguration  of  a  "parents'  day"  would  bring  about 
a  change  in  this  direction  and  would  have  a  tendency  to  unify  the 
home  and  the  school.  On  such  a  day  all  the  parents  who  possibly 
could,  should  visit  their  respective  schools.  To  some  extent  the  regu- 
lar work  should  be  continued.  The  room  should  be  decorated  and  an 
exhibition  of  the  work  of  the  pupils,  such  as  language  work,  work  in 
drawing,  work  of  reviews,  etc.,  should  be  made.  Some  time  should  be 
devoted  to  singing  and  reciting  selections  committed  to  memory.  Huch 
a  day  would  undoubtedly  be  an  inspiring  occasion. 

In  nearly  every  district  we  are  making  advancement  so  far  as  em- 
ploying efficient  teachers  is  concerned.  During  the  last  year  there 
were  employed  seven  graduates  of  colleges,  fifty-one  graduates  of 
normal  schools,  fifty-nine  teachers  holding  the  permanent  certificate, 
twent3"-one  holding  the  professional  certificate,  and  seventy-eight 
holding  the  provisional  certificate.  Of  the  last  class  tw^enty  were  be- 
ginners. Six  of  these  w'ere  employed  in  one  district.  Eleven  dis- 
tricts employed  no  beginners. 

The  old-fashioned  notion  that  any  one  can  teach,  especially  any- 
one who  has  been  incapacitated  from  active  service  in  one  of  the 
other  professions,  or  w^ho  has  scored  a  failure  in  other  employments, 
has  had  its  day,  and  is  fast  giving  way  before  the  popular  conviction 
that  no  one  is  competent  to  teach  who  has  not  been  trained  in  pro- 
fessional methods.  But  more  important  even  than  professional 
training  are  two  other  qualifications  w^hich  the  teacher  should  possess. 
He  should  enjoy  the  full  possession  of  a  liberal  education,  and  be  a 
jterfect  gentleman.  Lacking  either  of  these  the  full  measure  of  his 
success  as  a  teacher  is  forever  denied  him. 

Too  many  of  our  teachers  do  not  possess  this  liberal  education. 
While  they  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  branches  in  which  they 
are  examined,  and  are  quite  successful  in  the  school  room  so  far  as  suc- 
cess in  directly  teaching  those  branches  is  concerned,  they  have  read 
and  still  are  reading  too  little.  A  widening  of  their  circle  of  knowl- 
edge would  make  them  more  successful  in  teaching  the  various 
branches  and  would  certainly  make  them  a  more  pow^erful  example 
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of  influence  before  their  pupils.  The  teacher  should  read  many  books. 
His  library  must  not  be  the  lean,  starved  collection  of  volumes,  chiefly 
text-books,  that  constitute  the  sole  literary  possession  of  so  many 
of  the  profession  who,  like  Omar  believed  that  all  outside  of  their 
Koran  is  either  irrelevant  or  superfluous. 

Books  are  not  the  inanimate  things  they  often  seem  to  be  to  the  vulgar 
mind.  It  is  true  as  the  poet  has  said,  that  ''A  man  may  be  deep  versed 
in  books  and  shallow  in  himself,"  yet  it  is  through  books  alone  that 
we  can  come  in  contact  with  the  past  wisdom  of  the  world;  through 
them  we  may  become  traveled  men  of  large  experience,  in  touch 
with  the  great  world  around  us  and  face  to  face  with  the  living  men 
and  the  real  things  that  fill  it;  through  them  we  come  into  the  pres- 
ence of  the  master  minds  of  the  earth,  commune  with  the  mighty  dead, 
and  drink  in  inspiration  from  the  sages  of  all  time. 

How  much,  for  instance  would  a  thorough  and  careful  reading  of 
the  works  of  Shakespeare  improve  the  teacher.  As  a  poet  writer 
and  philosopher,  there  is  absolutely  no  one  else  who  holds  up  to  us  so 
faithfully  the  mirror  of  life.  Who  offers  us  a  wider  or  a  truer  study  of 
humanity?  In  his  works  we  study  human  nature  and  human  char- 
acter in  all  their  phases — a  knowledge  invaluable  to  the  teacher.  But 
the  teacher,  in  order  to  get  the  good,  the  genuine  and  the  elevating  of 
any  author  must  not  only  read  about  him,  but  must  study  him  in  his 
works. 

Why  should  the  teacher  be  a  perfect  gentleman?  Because  he  is 
expected  to  make  a  gentleman  of  every  youth  who  is  placed  under  his 
charge.  "Not  a  conventional  gentleman,  but  a  man  of  culture,  a  man 
of  intellectual  resource,  a  man  of  imblic  spirit,  a  man  of  refinement, 
with  that  good  taste  which  is  the  conscience  of  the  mind,  and  that 
conscience  which  is  the  good  taste  of  the  soul." 

Fellow  teachers,  let  us  strive  with  earnestness  of  heart  to  do  all  we 
can  for  the  elevation  of  the  profession  to  which  we  belong.  Let  us 
give  heed  to  the  prophets,  who,  from  time  to  time,  are  raised  up  among 
us  to  make  straight  our  paths.  Let  us  remember,  evermore,  the 
dignit}'  of  our  calling.  We  are  dressers  in  a  moral  and  mental  vine- 
yard. We  are  under-shepherds  of  the  Lord's  little  ones,  and  it  is  our 
duty  as  well  as  our  prerogative  to  lead  them  into  green  pastures  by 
the  sides  of  refreshing  streams.  Yes,  throw  into  your  daily  routine 
work  the  poetry  of  pure  and  holy  motive.  Then,  in  the  coming  days, 
when  you  are  fast  asleep  under  the  green  sod,  your  pupils  will  not 
speak  lightly  of  you  over  their  fruit  and  wine,  mimicking  your  accent 
and  relating  dull  insipid  boy  pleasantries.  Enlightened  by  the  ex- 
perience of  fatherhood  and  motherhood,  they  will  see  with  a  clear  re- 
membrance your  firmness  in  dealing  with  their  moral  faults  and  your 
patience  in  dealing  with  their  intellectual  weakness,  and  calling  to 
mind  the  old  school  house,  they  will  think,  "Ah,  it  was  good  for  us  to 
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be  there.  For  unknown  to  us  were  made  therein  three  tabernacles: 
one  for  us,  one  for  our  schoolmaster,  and  one  for  Him  who  is  the 
friend  of  all  children  and  the  master  of  all  school  masters. 

1  have  visited  every  school  twice  with  one  exception.  Those  of 
Jonestown  borough,  Cornwall,  West  Cornwall,  and  independent  dis- 
tricts I  have  visited  three  times.  Also  some  of  those  of  North  Corn- 
wall and  Union  districts.  During  my  first  visit  I  paid  considerable 
attention  to  reading.  In  nearly  every  school  I  heard  the  children  read, 
and  urgently  requested  the  teachers  to  give  much  attention  to  phonics. 
In  many  of  the  schools,  very  noticeably  so  in  the  rural  schools,  pupils 
read  without  good  expression.  I  am  fully  aware  that  the  chief  aim  of 
reading  is  getting  and  retaining  the  thought,  yet  the  secondary 
thing,  reading  with  good  expression,  should  not  be  neglected.  Upon 
my  second  visit  I  found  quite  an  improvement  in  the  work  of  this  sub- 
ject. 

New  houses  were  erected  as  follows :  A  two-room  building  in  North 
Annville  and  a  single-room  building  in  each  of  South  Londonderry 
and  South  Lebanon  districts.  All  are  substantial  buildings,  well 
lighted  and  furnished  with  slate  black  board  surface,  and  the  latest 
improved  furniture.  They  are  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  old 
method.  This  in  my  opinion,  is  wrong.  No  man  who  can  at  all  af- 
ford it,  would  to-day  build  for  himself  a  house  not  having  in  it  all  the 
modern  conveniences.  The  school  house  is  the  home  of  an  aggrega- 
tion of  families,  and  should,  therefore,  have  conveniences  and  com- 
forts as  well  as  the  home. 

The  good  work  of  cultivating  a  healthy  school  sentiment,  and  mag- 
nifying the  true  function  of  the  school,  by  holding  teachers'  meetings 
and  local  institutes  was  continued  with  great  vigor  and  zeal  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers.  In  every  district  but  one,  educational  meetings 
were  held.  In  many  instances  the  houses  in  which  these  gatherings 
were  held  w^ere  filled  to  overflowing.  There  are  still  a  few  teachers 
who  do  not  believe  in  the  local  institute  and  the  teachers'  meeting, 
and  therefore,  always  render  themselves  conspicuous  by  their  ab- 
sence. I  would  suggest  to  the  directors  that  they  might  add  to  the 
conspicuousness  of  such  teachers  by  passing  them  by  unnoticed  when 
again  they  employ  teachers.  They  are  the  ones  who  have  reached  the 
''dead  line"  and  in  a  professional  sense  should  be  buried.  In  local 
institute  work  we  were  ably  assisted  by  Drs.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  G.  B. 
Hancher,  H.  U.  Roop,  Prof.  S.  O.  Goho,  E.  E.  McCurdy,  Esq.,  and  Rev. 
E.  H.  Romig. 

The  request  to  be  brief  forbids  me  to  comment  on  many  phases  of 
the  work  of  our  schools.  Let  us  hope  that  there  may  be  a  united  effort 
on  the  part  of  our  educational  forces  to  make  our  schools  what  the 
founders  of  them  intended  them  to  be. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  most  heartily  the  Department  of 
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Public  Instruction  for  their  valuable  suggestions  and  assistance,  the 
editors  of  the  county  newspapers  for  the  able  assistance  rendered  in 
advancing  the  interests  of  popular  education,  and  the  teachers,  di- 
rectors and  patrons  for  their  co-operation  and  the  courtesy  shown 
me  during  the  past  year. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Rupp. 


The  work  of  our  public  schools  during  the  last  year  was  fairly  pros- 
perous. Everything  seemed  to  work  in  harmony,  and  a  pleasant  feel- 
ing existed  all  around  among  persons  interested  in  our  school  work. 
Three  new  brick  buildings  were  erected.  One  of  the  old  landmarks, 
known  as  Koehler's  school  house,  in  Hanover  township,  was  razed  to 
the  ground  and  a  new  one-room  building  erected  to  take  its  place.  It 
is  a  neat,  substantial  building,  model  in  all  its  appointments.  A  two- 
roomed  building  was  put  up  at  Sclmecksville,  in  North  Whitehall 
township.  This  building  takes  the  place  of  two  old  buildings  that 
had,  through  the  lapse  of  time,  become  unfit  for  use.  It  is  an  elegant 
structure  and  is  the  pride  of  the  community  in  which  it  was  erected. 
A  very  handsome  new  building  was  erected  at  Slatington.  It  is  sub- 
stantially built  of  the  best  material  and  is  located  on  a  hill  overlook- 
ing the  lower  part  of  the  town.  The  outside  dimensions  are  97  by  83 
feet.  The  first  story  is  12  feet  high  and  contains  four  primary  rooms, 
33^  by  24  feet,  a  directors'  room,  24^  by  15  feet,  and  a  hall  10  feet  wide 
running  through  the  entire  length  of  the  building.  The  second  story 
contains  a  high  school  room,  62^  by  35  feet,  with  a  14  foot  ceiling,  two 
grammar  school  rooms,  33^  by  24  feet,  and  two  recitation  rooms,  24^ 
by  15  feet.  A  hall  10  feet  wide  extends  through  its  entire  length. 
The  building  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Smead-WilFs  system. 
There  is  a  separate  cloak  room  for  each  apartment.  The  high  school 
room  is  the  handsomest  in  the  count}'.  Considerable  attention  was 
given  to  beautifying  and  improving  houses  and  yards  all  over  the 
county.  The  compulsory  law,  in  its  amended  form,  was  pretty  gen- 
erally complied  with  by  the  patrons  of  the  schools.  There  were  very 
few  cases  in  which  the  pupils  did  not  attend  the  required  time,  and 
those  who  were  lax  in  their  attendance  were  such  as  did  not  come 
within  the  pale  of  the  law. 

The  township  graduation  system  is  a  powerful  factor  in  creating  a 
sentiment  in  favor  of  education  among  the  people  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. Pupils  attend  school  more  regularly  and  continue  longer. 
Through  it  better  teachers  are  secured  and  consequently  better 
schools.     The  standard  required  for  passing  the  examination  for 
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graduation  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  lower  than  that  required 
to  pass  for  a  teacliers'  provisional  certificate.  Forty-five  pupils  were 
graduated  this  year  from  all  the  rural  schools.  All  our  borough 
schools  except  Fountain  Hill  graduated  classes.  Macungie  borough 
graduated  a  class  for  the  first  time  this  year.  The  total  number  of 
graduates  from  all  the  borough  schools  was  sixty-nine. 

We  had  a  larger  number  of  teachers  teaching  their  first  term  this 
year  than  for  the  last  five  years.  This  was  largely  owing  to  the  re- 
duction of  salaries  in  a  number  of  the  rural  districts. 

The  establishment  of  school  libraries  received  considerable  atten- 
tion, and  eighty-nine  libraries  now  exist  in  the  county  to  which  the 
pupils  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  schools  have  access.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  there  were  thirty-three  libraries  containing  al- 
together 3,247  books,  valued  at  |2,999.83. 

The  total  number  of  books  now  in  the  school  libraries  is  5,340,  an  in- 
crease of  2,093  books.  The  total  amount  of  money  expended  in  the 
county  for  the  increase  of  libraries  was  |G75.90,  all  of  which  was 
raised  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  through  holding  entertainments, 
etc.  A  large  number  of  books  were  presented  to  the  schools  by  their 
friends.  In  no  case  were  any  of  the  public  funds  appropriated  to- 
wards the  increase  of  libraries.  AVhile  the  private  efforts  on  the  part 
of  the  teachers  and  pupils  were  fraught  with  hard  labor,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  increased  interest  which  it  created  in  the  cause  of 
education  more  than  repaid  them  for  their  effort.  Enlist  the  interest 
of  the  children  in  a  worthy  cause  and  their  influence  will  be  felt  in 
the  home  and  the  community  at  large.  Let  the  good  work  continue, 
and  I  am  confident  that  the  influence  will,  in  due  time,  be  felt  in  the 
intelligence  of  the  people.  Music  is  receiving  more  and  more  atten- 
tion. Singing  was  practiced  in  everyone  of  our  schools,  and  in  many 
schools  music  is  regularly  taught  as  a  science.  In  sixty-eight  of  our 
school  rooms  I  found  either  an  organ  or  a  melodeon.  About  forty  of 
these  instruments  are  owned  by  Sunday  school  associations,  and  the 
rest  were  bought  and  paid  for  by  the  schools  themselves.  All  of  them, 
how^ever,  were  used  for  public  school  work.  I  can  not  help  but  quote 
the  words  of  the  late  Dr.  E.  E.  Higbee  who  once  said  in  an  address  to 
teachers:  ''An  organ  will  bring  into  school  more  religion  than  the 
thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church,  or  all  the  other  articles  of  faith  in 
all  the  churches.  Every  soul,  every  heart,  feels  the  thrill  and  power 
of  music.  No  objection  is  made  to  maps  and  other  appliances,  but 
above  them  is  music,  the  song,  the  organ,  the  chorus." 

The  annual  county  institute  convened  in  Salem's  Reformed  Chapel 
during  the  week  of  October  18.  It  was  the  best  attended  institute  ever 
held  in  this  county,  410  teachers  having  been  enrolled  out  of  a  possible 
412.  The  two  that  were  absent  were  sick  at  the  time.  The  work  was 
practical  and  inspiring.     During  the  sessions  of  the  institute  it  was  re- 
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ported  that  the  oldest  teacher  in  the  county,  a  man  who  had  taught 
for  fifty-one  years,  but  who  had  now  become  superannuated,  was  in 
such  straitened  circumstances  that  unless  a  charitable  hand  were  ex- 
tended to  him  he  would  be  obliged  to  spend  the  succeeding  winter  in 
the  county  almshouse.  The  institute  at  once  unanimously  decided  to 
lift  a  collection  for  his  relief,  and  generously  contributed  a  total  of 
161.30,  which  was  placed  in  bank  to  his  credit.  Does  it  seem  possible 
that  in  this  advanced  age  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania  should  al- 
low one  of  her  teachers  who  had  devoted  over  half  a  century  of  his 
life  to  her  cause,  to  end  his  earthly  career  among  the  common  paupers 
of  a  county  almshouse! 

We  are  prone  to  eulogize  the  man  who  offers  up  his  life  upon  the 
altar  of  our  public  schools  for  a  mere  pittance  of  a  salary,  and  yet 
when  we  are  confronted  by  conditions  like  the  one  cited,  is  it  not  evi- 
dence of  the  fact,  that  though  noble  and  elevating  the  calling,  this 
great  Commonwealth  has  thus  far  neglected  to  provide  for  those  who 
are  offering  up  their  lives  upon  the  altars  of  those  civil  institutions 
which  are  her  support  and  stay  for  all  future  generations,  the  public 
schools. 

Six  local  Institutes  were  held  in  various  sections  of  the  county  and 
unusual  interest  was  manifested  in  them  by  the  teachers,  directors 
and  parents. 

Death  has  again  invaded  our  ranks  and  removed  from  us  three  of 
our  teachers:  Mr.  O.  J.  Heilman,  of  Salisbury;  Mr.  J.  K.  Weidner,  of 
Upper  Milford,  and  Miss  Ella  Erdman,  of  Macungie.  In  their  loss 
we  feel  that  the  public  schools  have  lost  three  devoted  friends. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  recognize  the  noble  efforts  of  our  progres- 
sive teachers  and  directors  who  are  thoroughly  in  harmony  with  the 
work,  and  who  lose  no  advantage  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  among  their  fellow-men,  and  who  regard,  with  apprecia- 
tion, every  effort  to  build  more  firmly  the  superstructure  upon  the 
foundation  which  our  fathers  have  laid.  May  their  constant  prayers 
and  labors  for  ideal  schools  be  speedily  rewarded.  Our  thanks  are 
due  to  the  directors,  teachers,  and  citizens  for  their  constant  loyalty, 
cooperation,  and  support,  to  the  press  for  devoted  service,  to  the  De- 
partment for  aid  extended,  and  to  all  friends  of  the  public  school 
cause. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY— T.  B.  Harrison. 


There  are  six  hundred  schools  under  my  jurisdiction,  employing  six 
hundred  and  eleven  teachers,  of  whom  two  hundred  and  ninety-two 
are  graduates  of  State  Normal  schools,  forty-five  hold  permanent 
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certificates,  fifty  have  professionals,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  hold  provisional  certificates.  Two  hundred  and  eighty-one  have 
had  five  or  more  years  experience,  while  seventy  have  had  no  previous 
experience.  We  enrolled  twenty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  and 
sixty- three  pupils  in  our  day  schools,  and  above  three  thousand  in  our 
night  schools. 

Twenty-one  teachers'  examinations  were  held,  and  four  hundred 
and  ninety-six  applicants  for  certificates  were  examined,  of  whom 
Three  hundred  and  thirteen  were  licensed  to  teach.  Five  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  schools  were  visited,  a  few  of  them  twice,  making  a 
total  of  six  hundred  and  ten  official  visits.  Twenty-three  schools 
were  not  reached  owing  to  lack  of  time. 

The  county  superintendent's  work  could  be  made  much  more  ef- 
fective in  large  counties,  if  he  did  not  attempt  to  visit  all  the  schools 
every  year,  but  would  spend  his  time  in  visiting  those  schools  that 
need  special  attention.  There  are  many  teachers  who  by  reason  of 
a  wide  and  successful  experience  do  not  especially  need  the  help  a 
superintendent  can  give  in  a  single  visit  of  an  hour  or  two.  There  are 
others  who,  on  account  of  a  lack  of  experience,  lack  of  skill,  or  from  a 
failure  to  comprehend  what  real  teaching  is,  need  frequent  visits.  It 
would  be  far  better  if  a  superintendent  should  visit  the  latter  class 
several  times  during  the  term  and  fail  to  reach  the  former  class,  thar 
that  he  should  visit  all  his  schools  once  during  the  term.  But  there 
is  a  tradition  that  the  superintendent  must  visit  all  the  schools, 
and  if  he  should  visit  three  schools  of  a  township  twice  during  the 
term  and  fail  to  visit  the  other  tw'o  schools  that  do  not  need  his  at- 
tention particularly,  the  good  people  of  that  township  would  not  think 
he  was  doing  his  duty.  At  least  two  hundred  of  the  teachers  em- 
ployed in  Luzerne  county  were  in  the  service  at  the  beginning  of  my 
superintendency,  eight  years  ago,  and  have  been  doing  satisfactory 
work  all  this  time.  I  know  the  character  of  the  work  they  do  and  can 
tell  before  I  visit  their  schools  about  what  I  shall  find.  Seventy  of 
our  teachers  last  year  had  no  experience  at  the  beginning  of  the 
schools.  I  made  six  hundred  and  ten  visits.  If  I  had  visited  these 
seventy  inexperienced  teachers  three  times  during  the  term  and  had 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  time  visiting  where  I  felt  it  was  most 
needed,  I  think  my  work  would  have  been  of  more  value  to  the  schools. 
As  the  year's  work  is  reviewed  I  feel  that  there  has  been  much  to  en- 
courage those  who  are  interested  in  our  schools.  Our  school  di- 
rectors have  shown  commendable  zeal  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties.  In  many  districts  they  visit  the  schools  regularly.  Diction- 
aries are  found  in  all  but  one  or  two  districts.  In  many  districts  en- 
cyclopaedias have  been  provided.  In  a  few  districts  school  libraries 
have  been  purchased.  Less  money  has  been  squandered  this  year  for 
useless  charts  aud  blocks  than  in  the  preceding  two  years.     In  most 
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districts  the  teacher  who  has  shown  ability  to  do  good  work  has  been 
retained.  vSalaries  have  not  been  reduced  to  an^^  extent.  In  fact, 
generally  si^eaking,  our  school  directors  have  shown  by  their  admin- 
istration of  school  affairs  that  they  are  interested  in  the  schools,  and 
are  determined  to  make  them  as  good  as  possible.  Our  teaching  force 
is  worthy  our  heartiest  commendation.  With  but  here  and  there  an 
exception,  our  teachers  have  shown  an  earnest  desire  to  do  for  the 
boys  and  girls  the  greatest  possible  good.  Earnestness,  patience,  per- 
severance and  enthusiasm  have  characterized  the  work  of  the  large 
majority.  A  few  are  drones.  They  have  political  influence  or  a 
friend  on  the  board.  A^'hen  the  good  time  comes,  as  it  surely  will, 
when  teachers  are  employed  and  retained  because  of  what  they  can 
do,  these  unworthy  ones  will  find  other  employment.  Nearly  all  of 
our  teachers  are  readers  of  educational  papers.  During  the  year  we 
have  read  Painter's  History  of  Education  and  White's  School  Man- 
agement. By  a  resolution  passed  by  the  county  institute  the  county 
superintendent  is  requested  to  suggest  a  course  of  professional  read- 
ing.    This  year  two  volumes  will  be  added  to  those  already  suggested. 

Thirteen  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were 
as  good  as  the  districts  could  afford. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  in  October  and  was  reported  in  detail 
at  the  close  of  the  sessions.  I  may  add  that  the  attendance  was  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  institute,  there  being  a  few  more  than 
eight  hundred  enrolled. 

The  statistical  report  submitted  gives  in  detail  the  condition  of  the 
various  districts  as  to  schools,  pupils,  building  and  finances.  There 
are  many  items  of  interest  in  connection  with  every  district,  but  the 
space  allotted  for  this  report,  will  not  permit  me  to  enter  into  details. 
I  must  note,  however,  the  tendency  in  some  of  our  districts  to  con- 
solidate the  schools  and  grade  them.  Hemlock  township  built  a  new 
house  at  Prichard,  and  is  now  maintaining  two  grammar  schools,  with 
primary  schools  located  in  various  parts  of  the  township.  Kingston, 
Plymouth,  Hanover,  Marcy,  Jenkins,  Plains  and  Wilkes-Barre  town- 
ships are  giving  their  pupils  the  advantage  of  graded  schools.  These 
townships  lie  in  the  thickly  settled  parts  of  the  county,  but  Hemlock 
is  in  the  sparsely  settled  district,  and  what  has  been  done  there  can  be 
done  in  many  other  districts  if  the  directors  are  so  minded.  There  is 
another  point  in  the  management  of  our  schools  to  which  I  must  call 
attention.  It  is  the  application  of  the  home  talent  principle  in  the 
selection  of  teachers.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  regret,  that  as  the  num- 
ber of  teachers  increases  in  some  districts  the  boards  begin  to  make 
room  by  dropping  from  the  list  those  who  are  non-residents.  It  ought 
to  be  well  understood  by  everybody  that  the  public  schools  were  not 
established  and  not  kept  up,  to  furnish  employment  to  a  certain  num- 
ber of  persons  residing  in  the  township,  but  that  they  were  established 
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for  the  boys  and  girls,  aud  that  in  the  selection  of  teachers  the  sole 
qualification  should  be  the  ability  of  the  applicant  to  do  the  work  re- 
quired in  the  best  possible  manner.  The  only  proper  inquiry  is,  "who 
can  do  the  best  work  for  us?"  and  when  that  is  settled  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  selection  of  teachers  is  settled.  Therefore  I  insist  that  the 
question  of  residence  is  not  a  proper  one.  Yet  it  is  becoming  a  factor 
in  determining  who  shall  teach  in  our  schools.  Of  course  if  two  per- 
sons were  applying  for  a  school  and  were  equally  well  qualified  to  do 
the  work  and  one  resided  in  the  township  where  the  vacancy  existed, 
that  fact  might  then  be  considered.  But  the  danger  lies  in  the  tend- 
ency to  overlook  the  "other  things  being  equal,"  and  to  consider  the 
question  of  residence  rather  than  that  of  ability  to  do  the  work.  I 
care  not  where  the  man  comes  from  who  teaches  my  boy,  but  I  care 
very  much  what  the  man  is  and  what  he  can  do  or  not  do  for  the  boy. 
So  let  us  not  forget  that  it  is  the  business  of  all  who  have  anything  to 
do  in  the  management  of  the  schools,  to  set  aside  all  consideration 
that  would  tend  to  interfere  with  the  efficiency  of  these  schools,  and  to 
provide  the  very  best  teachers  that  can  be  had  from  anywhere,  and  not 
insist  that  a  poor  teacher  from  home  is  as  good  as  a  good  teacher  from 
abroad.  The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  bright.  A  few  import- 
ant changes  will  be  made  in  our  force  of  teachers,  but  generally  it  will 
be  the  same.  An  effort  will  be  made  this  year  to  unify  the  work  of 
the  country  districts,  and  to  encourage  all  efforts  toward  establishing 
central  grammar  schools. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— J.  George  Becht. 


The  year's  work  has  not  been  characterized  by  any  radical  changes 
in  method  or  in  management,  but  there  has  been  a  substantial  forward 
movement  along  the  whole  line.  The  library  movement,  began  last 
year,  received  commendable  support  and  encouragement  from 
teachers,  pupils  and  patrons  in  every  part  of  the  county,  and  as  a  re- 
sult a  large  number  of  libraries  was  established  and 
many  books  added  to  those  already  in  existence.  It  is  a  notice- 
able fact,  that  in  those  schools  where  pupils  have  access 
to  reference  books,  and  good  books  in  general  literature,  there  is 
greater  interest  on  the  part  of  both  teacher  and  pupils.  It  is  earn- 
estly hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  where  every  school  will 
have  a  complete,  though  it  may  be  a  small  library.  The  coming  year 
we  shall  give  added  effort  to  the  work  of  establishing  libraries. 

Our  educational  meetings  in  point  of  attendance,  interest  and  en- 
thusiasm continue  to  be  a  leading  feature  in  our  county's  educational 
work.  In  addition  to  the  closing  exercises  and  entertainments  of  dif- 
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ferent  schools,  monthly  reviews  and  meetings  held  by  the  district  su- 
perintendents, there  were  thirty-seven  educational  meetings  held  dur- 
ing the  year. 

The  countj^  institute  which  was  held  at  Jersey  Shore  was  a  most  in- 
teresting and  profitable  meeting.  The  citizens  of  Jersey  Shore  and 
the  "Upper  End/'  aided  materially  in  making  the  institute  a  pro- 
nounced success.  The  corps  of  instructors  was  unusuallj^  strong  and 
we  were  specially  honored  in  having  present  with  us  State  Superin- 
tendent Schaeffer  and  Deputy  Superintendent  Houck  of  the  Depart- 
ment, both  of  whom  added  pleasure  and  profit  to  the  work  by  their 
splendid  addresses.  Among  others  who  instructed  during  the  week 
were  Dr.  C.  C.  Bounds,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker  and  Prof.  S.  D.  Fess. 

The  midwinter  meeting  of  the  Teachers'  Association  was  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  that  organization.  The  day  sessions  were  de- 
voted to  the  discussion  of  general  school  topics  by  teachers  and  di- 
rectors. At  the  evening  session  Dr.  J.  T.  Rothrock,  State  Commissioner 
of  Forestry  delivered  a  highly  instructive  and  entertaining  lecture  on, 
"A  Trip  to  the  West  Indies." 

The  Directors'  Association  continues  to  be  a  valuable  factor  in 
Ihe  school  work  of  the  county.  Two  meetings  are  held  annually,  one 
during  the  week  of  county  institute,  the  other  in  May.  At  the  De- 
cember meeting  well-prepared  papers  and  addresses  were  delivered 
b\  Dr.  A.  T.  Welker,  Dr.  W.  E.  Delaney,  W.  T.  Pepperman  and  Presi- 
dent G.  E.  Hagenbuch. 

In  this  brief  review  many  important  things  must  be  omitted,  but  I 
trust  that  enough  has  been  given  to  show  that  the  tendency  of  our 
schools  has  been  toward  advancement  and  that  the  prospect  is  not 
discouraging. 


McKEAN  COUNTY— J.  E.  Mvers. 


During  the  past  j^ear  sickness  in  the  shape  of  mumps,  measles  and 
whooping-cough  interfered  with  the  progress  of  some  of  our  schools. 
^Vith  this  exception  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  a  successful  year. 

Our  teachers  are  deeply  interested  in  their  work.  A  number  of 
them  started  to  school  as  their  terms  closed. 

The  teaching  force  of  the  county  during  the  past  year  consisted  of 
the  following:  Five  college  graduates,  seventy-eight  normal  gradu- 
ates, thirteen  holding  permanent  certificates,  twenty  holding  profes- 
sional certificates,  and  the  remainder  provisional  certificates. 

The  library  movement  is  going  on.  It  has  been  started  by  a  num- 
ber of  the  teachers  giving  school  ententainments  by  which  various 
sums  of  monev  were  raised.     Libraries  were  thus  established  in  a 
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number  of  the  rurai  schools  ranging  from  one  to  eighty-two  volumes 
per  school.  In  several  districts  the  school  directors  helped  the  cause 
by  purchasing  encyclopaedias  of  six  volumes  each.  It  is  hoped  that 
we  may  liud  more  persons  active  in  getting  libraries  into  the  schools. 

The  mid-term  examination  on  the  county  course  for  all  grades  (first 
to  eighth)  was  a  surprise  to  both  teachers  and  pupils;  but  the  reports 
of  it  show  that  in  nearly  every  instance  the  pupils  did  good  work. 

The  county  teachers'  institute  convened  at  Smethport,  October 
11-15.  Two  hundred  fourteen  teachers  were  present.  The  instructors 
were  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller,  of  Lima,  Ohio,  on  United  States  History  and 
Geography;  Dr.  C.  C.  Rounds,  of  New  York,  on  Psychology,  History  of 
Education  and  English  Grammar;  Prof.  C.  M.  Parker,  of  Bingham- 
ton,  N.  Y.,  on  Music*  A  number  of  papers  were  read  and  discussed  by 
the  teachers. 

The  McKean  County  Teachers'  Association  met  at  Kane  in  Febru- 
ary with  a  larger  attendance  of  teachers  than  the  year  before — one 
hundred  nineteen  in  all,  eighty-one  of  them  being  county  teachers. 
It  was  pronounced  one  of  the  most  successful  meetings  ever  held  in 
the  county. 

The  leading  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Crawford,  Dr. 
E.  O.  Lyte,  Prof.  Mercer  and  Supt.  Miller. 

The  citizens  of  Kane  entertained  the  teachers  and  did  everything 
possible  to  make  the  sojourn  of  the  pedagogues  pleasant. 

All  persons  present  unite  in  thanking  the  residents  of  Kane  for  their 
generosity. 

Three  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire — the  six-room  building  at 
Mt.  Jewett,  one  at  Lafayette  Corners,  and  one  at  North  Branch.  The 
directors  expect  to  have  the  buildings  ready  for  school  in  September. 

A  number  of  school  houses  throughout  the  county  have  been  re- 
paired and  new  houses  built  in  the  following  places:  One  in  Eldred 
township,  two  in  Hamlin  township,  one  in  Keating  township,  one  in 
Norwich  township,  one  in  Otto  tow^nship,  one  in  Sergeant  township; 
two  rooms  were  added  to  the  Bennett  Brook  school  house,  making  a 
four-room  building.  Bradford  township  has  two  four-room  buildings, 
the  other  one  at  Custer  City.  Two  rooms  were  added  to  the  Mt. 
Jewett  school  house. 

Some  school  houses  are  in  need  of  black  board  surface. 

In  conclusion  I  thank  all  who  have  added  to  the  success  of  the  edu- 
cational interests  of  the  county. 


MERCER  COUNTY— L.  R.  Eckles. 


During  the  past  year,  there  has  been  an  advancement  in  the  gen- 
eral conditions  of  the  schools  of  our  county.     Ninety  per  cent,  of  our 
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school  houses  now  have  slate  black  boards,  and  ^ill  necessary  appli- 
ances for  teaching;  the  school  grounds  in  manj^  places  have  been  im- 
proved and  suitable  trees  planted.  With  a  very  few  exceptions,  the 
school  houses  are  nicely  papered  and  painted  and  are  very  inviting 
to  pupils.     Along  these  lines  our  directors  are  to  be  commended. 

While  there  has  been  no  marked  increase  in  teachers'  wages,  there 
has  been  no  reduction. 

Our  teachers  as  a  rule  are  well  qualified;  nearly  all  have  attended 
higher  institutions  of  learning,  many  having  graduated  at  colleges, 
normal  schools,  and  academies.  Our  annual  county  institute  was 
held  in  the  opera  house  at  Mercer,  the  last  week  of  August.  The  at- 
tendance was  large  and  the  instruction  the  very  best.  I  desire  to 
make  special  mention  of  the  Scientific  Temperance  Instruction  of  Mrs. 
Mary  A,  Boole  of  Staten  Island.  Our  teachers  were  able  to  receive 
and  apply  her  instruction  in  their  schools.  There  was  a  general  in- 
terest in  our  schools  the  last  year  in  this  subject.  Our  directors  are 
taking  an  active  interest  in  introducing  music  in  the  schools.  While 
some  of  our  rural  schools  have  enjoyed  this  privilege  for  several  years, 
the  last  year  it  was  introduced  in  twenty-seven  more  schools  and  all 
interested  were  satisfied.  In  a  few  years  it  will  be  taught  in  all  the 
schools  of  the  county. 

School  libraries  have  been  agitated  strongly  for  the  past  five  years, 
acd  with  marked  success.  Many  of  the  rural  schools  have  substantial 
libraries,  in  some  instances  numbering  a  hundred  volumes.  These 
have  generally  been  raised  by  the  activity  of  the  teachers  and  patrons. 
Along  this  line  we  expect  to  do  much  the  coming  year. 

In  reviewing  the  year's  work  we  have  much  to  encourage  us,  and 
to  unable  us  to  enter  the  coming  year's  work  with  energy.  Our 
thanks  are  due  the  directors  and  teachers  for  their  co-operation,  and 
the  School  Department  for  its  prompt  and  ready  assistance  in  all  ques- 
tions not  understood  by  us. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— Geo.  T.  Cooper. 


It  is  more  than  an  ordinary  task  to  prepare  a  correct  and  satis- 
factory report  of  all  the  schools  in  an  entire  county,  including  the  pro- 
gress of  a  year's  work,  for  such  a  report  would  necessarily  include  a 
correct  estimate  of  the  intellectual  culture  of  all  the  youth  in  our  pub- 
lic schools  for  a  given  time — results  that  can  be  determined  only  by 
the  tendencies  toward  good  or  evil  in  the  future  lives  of  the  rising  gen- 
eration. Suffice  it  therefore  that  we  base  our  conclusions  on  what  we 
know  to  have  been  done  or  left  undone  by  those  to  whom  has  been  en- 
trusted the  educational  interests  of  the  boys  and  girls. 
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Many  commendable  efforts  have  been  put  loitli  with  the  view  of  ac- 
complishing the  best  results  and  it  is  a  source  of  pleasure  to  know 
that  these  aims  have  been  deservingly  rewarded  and  fully  appreciated. 

Under  several  appropriate  headings  we  offer  the  following  brief 
summary  of  the  year's  work: 

Visitations. 

The  whole  number  of  schools  in  the  county  is  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five including  forty-seven  graded  schools.  The  whole  number  of 
teachers  including  one  assistant  principal,  and  one  supply,  is  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven.  The  old  custom  of  paying  two  visits  to  each 
school  during  the  term  naturally  becomes  more  hiborious  as  the  num- 
ber of  schools  increase.  All  the  schools  in  the  county  except  five  were 
visited  twice  by  the  superintendent  making  in  all  two  hundred  and 
forty-five  visits.  As  to  the  five  schools  not  visited  a  second  time,  three 
were  new  schools  opened  late  in  the  season,  one  was  not  in  session  at 
the  time,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  was  the  last  hinderance. 
The  whole  number  of  visits  by  directors  in  company  with  the  superin- 
tendent was  fifty-four,  and  those  of  patrons  and  others,  twenty-three. 
On  inquiry  I  learned  that  a  number  of  schools  had  been  visited  by  di- 
rectors at  other  times  and  that  a  few  schools  had  received  no  visits 
from  directors. 

Teachers. 

The  first  essential  to  a  good  school  is  a  good  teacher:  "As  is  the 
teacher  so  is  the  school"  contains  a  complete  statement  of  a  prac- 
tical truth.  With  a  very  few  exceptions  I  am  convinced  that  Mifflin 
county  has  as  good  teachers  as  can  be  found  anywhere,  however,  the 
few  exceptions  leads  us  to  the  following  conclusions:  That  profes- 
sional training  is  as  essential  to  good  teaching  as  book-knowledge, 
that  some  natural  ability  is  still  more  essential,  that  too  many  pupils 
go  direct  from  the  common  schools  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
teachers,  that  teachers  should  be  chosen  wholly  on  the  basis  of  their 
merits,  and  that  the  best  interests  of  the  children  should  be  para- 
mount to  every  other  consideration. 

Improvements. 

Milroy  school  building  in  Armagh  township  has  been  enlarged;  it 
now  contains  eight  good  rooms,  five  of  which  are  in  use.  Derry  dis- 
trict built  one  new  house  and  added  an  additional  room  to  another. 
Newton  Hamilton  borough  has  replaced  the  old  frame  building  by  a 
new  brick  building  containing  two  good  rooms.  Many  other  needed 
improvements  have  been  made  in  several  districts;  these  are  indica- 
tions of  a  proper  progressive  spirit.  In  a  few  instances  may  still  be 
seen  the  indications  of  neglect.     I  am  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
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right  to  petition  tlie  court  to  compel  directors  to  build  school  houses 
ife  sometimes  exercised  too  freely  for  the  good  of  the  districts  in  which 
such  prerogative  is  made  use  of;  suflicient  debt  is  thus  often  unneces- 
sarily increase  and  the  ultimatum  is,  too  many  school  houses  for  the 
size  of  the  districts,  shortened  school  term,  and  reduction  of  teachers' 
salaries.  In  one  instance  the  patrons  by  virtue  of  the  right  of  petition 
compelled  the  building  of  a  school  house  representing  to  the  court  that 
there  were  one  hundred  and  five  children  to  attend  the  school;  on  in- 
quiry I  found  that  the  primary  school  numbered  twenty-six  scholars 
and  the  so-called  advanced,  thirty  scholars.  I  believe  that  the  tend- 
ency of  most  boards  of  directors  is  to  be  fair,  and  it  w^ould  be  better  to 
leave  them  to  exercise  their  own  judgment  except  as  they  may  be 
aided  by  proper  suggestions  from  responsible  persons  in  the  respective 
districts. 

Books  and  Supplies. 

Most  of  our  schools  are  fairly  well  provided  with  text-books  and 
supplies,  but  there  are  still  a  few  districts  in  which  there  is  some  neg- 
lect along  this  line,  and  the  success  of  the  schools  is  necessarily  hind- 
ered and  teachers  realize  just  cause  for  complaint.  The  carelessness 
of  a  few  teachers  as  to  the  proper  care  of  books  and  supplies  is  not 
commendable;  directors  should  have  a  close  oversight  of  these  matters 
which  have  so  much  to  do  with  the  worth  of  a  teacher.  However,  it 
deserves  to  be  added  that  the  furnishing  of  books  and  supplies  is  an 
endless  trouble  to  directors  and  teachers,  and  the  repeal  of  that  part 
of  the  law  would  be  a  relief,  and  at  the  same  time  it  would  have  a  tend- 
ency to  impress  the  necessity  of  doing  a  little  in  the  line  of  self-sup- 
port in  a  good  cause. 

County  Institute. 

Our  institute  held  November  22-26,  was  an  educational  treat.  Dr. 
S.  D.  Fess,  of  Ada,  Ohio;  Hon.  Henry  Houck  and  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart, 
of  the  Department;  Miss  Enola  B.  Guie,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  Supt. 
Bowersox,  of  Middleburgh;  Prof.  C.  C.  McCall,  of  Harrisburg,  and 
Musical  Director  I.  D.  Gresh,  of  Milton,  Pa.,  were  our  day-instructors; 
their  work  met  the  highest  approval  of  teachers  and  all  in  attendance. 
This  was  Dr.  Fess'  first  work  in  the  Mifflin  county  institute,  his 
scholarly  mastery  of  educational  subjects  coupled  with  his  enviable 
power  of  delivery  enthused  and  delighted  the  large  audiences  from 
day  to  day.  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart  made  a  powerful  and  masterly  ad- 
dress to  our  directors  on  Wednesday — it  was  a  general  shaking  up  of 
the  dry  bones. 

Local  Institutes. 

Seven  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  county  most  of  which  were 
successes;  in  a  few  instances  they  might  have  been  productive  of  bet- 
ter results  by  means  of  different  management  and  a  little  more  profes- 
sional zeal  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  work  had  been  assigned. 
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Educational  Meetings. 

Diiriii;.;  my  sccdiid  lour  over  the  county  I  held  several  educational 
nieeHnj;s.  These  meetings  were  held  in  evenings  and  1  generally  had 
the  co-operation  of  teachers,  directors,  and  patrons.  These  brief 
meetings  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  educational  themes  was  a  de- 
parture in  a  new  line  and  seemed  to  meet  the  hearty  approval  of  the 
people  in  general. 

Normal  Class. 

Our  summer  normal  was  held  in  Lewistown,  June  28-July  IG.  I  was 
assisted  by  Prof.  W.  M.  Benson,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.  The  total  at- 
tendance was  fifty-six  including  twenty-seven  gentlemen  and  thirty- 
three  ladies.  These  three  weeks  spent  in  general  review  and  a  careful 
study  of  methods  have  a  telling  efiect  especially  in  the  experiences  of 
inexperienced  teachers.  The  work  of  the  superintendent  was,  of 
course,  gratuitous. 

District  High  Schools. 

The  District  High  School  at  Reedsville  is  doing  well  under  the  care- 
ful management  of  Prof.  D.  E.  Murray.  The  District  High  School  at 
Milroy  is  in  shape  to  secure  greater  results  if  the  directors  succeed  in 
securing  an  able  principal.  Lewistown  High  School  in  charge  of  Prof. 
W.  F.  Kennedy  has  extended  the  course  of  study  one  year,  making  a 
four-year  course. 

Notes. 

Much  talking  is  not  a  sign  of  good  teaching. 

Frequent  visits  to  schools  will  enable  directors  to  make  helpful 
comparisons. 

Teachers' salaries  should  be  proportionate  to  scholarship  and  profes- 
sional skill. 

All  school  property  should  be  carefully  cared  for. 

District  high  schools  should  have  able  experienced  principals. 

Personal  interests  should  always  be  secondary  to  the  highest  good 
of  the  children  to  be  taught. 

Each  school  should  have  an  unabridged  dictionary  for  special  use, 
and  a  number  of  small  dictionaries  for  general  use;  primary  schools 
below  the  third-reader-grade  and  some  minor  ungraded  schools  do  not 
need  dictionaries. 

All  text-books,  supplies  and  apparatus  purchased  should  be  the  di- 
rect result  of  the  needs  of  the  schools,  and  the  best  teachers  should  be 
consulted  as  to  the  needs  and  worth  of  such  purchases.  A  deal  of 
high-priced  school  apparatus  has  been  secured  that  seems  to  serve  no 
purpose  other  than  to  adorn  the  walls  and  garrets  of  school  houses. 
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Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  our  schools  during  the  year  have  shown  marked  signs 
of  improvement  and  have  more  than  measured  up  to  an  ordinary  aver- 
age. Since  the  issue  of  our  last  annual  report,  death  has  claimed  one 
of  our  oldest  and  most  respected  teachers  in  the  person  of  Mr,  B.  F. 
Worrall,  of  Armagh  township.  A  fitting  resolution  was  adopted  at 
our  county  institute  in  which  proper  mention  was  made  of  Mr.  Wor- 
rall, including  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  all  the  teachers 
of  the  county.  We  are  thus  once  more  impressed  with  the  certainty 
of  death  and  the  wisdom  of  "Doing  with  our  might  what  our  hands 
find  to  do." 

We  enter  upon  the  new  school  year  with  the  hope  that  by  the  con- 
tinued and  united  efforts  of  superintendent,  directors,  teachers  and 
patrons  to  continue  the  advancement  of  our  schools  in  keeping  with 
the  requirements  of  the  age  in  which  we  live. 


MONROE  COUNTY— T.  H,  Serfass, 


A  new  departure  was  taken  with  the  rural  schools  of  the  county  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  The  work  was  carried  on  in  accordance  with  a  sys- 
tematic course  of  study,  and  with  such  results  in  many  schools  as  to 
demonstrate  beyond  a  doubt  the  advantages  of  a  graded  course  of 
study  for  our  mixed  schools.  The  teachers  that  rendered  good  service 
in  previous  years,  have  by  its  aid  been  enabled  to  produce  better  and 
more  satisfactory  results.  Their  enthusiasm  was  kindled  anew,  as 
they  saw  the  work  progressiug  along  definite  lines;  the  pupils,  hav- 
ing an  objective  point  in  view,  applied  themselves  with  greater  earn- 
estness; the  organization  and  management  of  the  schools  being  more 
in  harmony  with  the  ideal  school,  the  life  and  spirit  of  the  schools  was 
business-like  and  inspiring. 

These  gratifying  results  were,  however,  not  found  in  all  the  schools. 
A  few  teachers  w'ere  slow  to  adjust  themselves  to  the  new  order  of 
things.  They  failed  to  master  the  plan  of  work,  and  their  schools  were 
consequently  lacking  in  definiteness  of  aim,  and  in  the  realization  of 
possible  results.  But  as  I  have  already  personal  assurances  of  stronger 
efforts  in  executing  the  work  in  accordance  with  the  course  prescribed 
and  adopted,  I  shall  confidently  look  forward  for  better  results  by  an- 
other year. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  past  year  exceeds  that 
of  any  previous  year.  The  enrollment  is  5,069.  The  average  attend- 
ance has  also  been  better  than  in  former  years.     This  is  encouraging. 
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Irregular  attendance  stands  in  the  way  of  progress.  The  pupils  at- 
tending every  day  during  the  term  number  270.  Polk  district  stands 
first  in  point  of  number,  having  3G  pui)ils  that  made  full  time,  or  11 
per  cent,  of  the  total  number  enrolled.  Chestnut  Hill  and  Hamilton 
districts  follow  next  in  order,  the  former  having  27,  and  the  latter  22 
pupils  that  were  in  attendance  every  day.  A  list  of  these  pupils,  with 
name  of  school  and  teacher,  was  published  in  the  county  papers. 

The  improvements  in  school  accommodations  during  the  year  con- 
sist of  two  new  buildings,  one  in  each  of  Barrett  and  Tobyhanna  dis- 
tricts; new  desks  in  half  of  the  schools  in  Pocono  district,  and  in  sev- 
eral schools  of  Stroud;  new  slate  surface  in  all  the  schools  of  Polk  dis- 
trict. Hamilton  district  also  furnished  the  schools  with  excellent 
books  for  supplementary  reading. 

The  P.  O.  S,  of  A.,  presented  each  of  the  following  schools  with  a 
large,  handsome  Hag  of  our  country:  Canadensis,  Houser  Mills,  Mt. 
Home  and  Tannersville.  The  Blakeslee  school  in  Tobyhanna,  and  the 
borough  schools  of  Delaware  Water  Gap,  were  also  furnished  with 
the  United  States  flag  by  the  patrons  of  the  schools.  In  connection 
with  the  raising  of  these  flags,  appropriate  exercises  were  held,  mak- 
ing them  patriotic  and  Impressive  occasions. 

Twenty-five  pupils  were  graduated  from  the  several  high  schools  as 
follows:  Stroudsburg,  three;  East  Stroudsburg,  six;  Tobyhanna  Mills, 
eight;  Delaware  Water  Gap,  eight.  The  commencement  exercises  at 
Delaware  Water  Gap,  were  of  special  interest,  being  the  first  of  the 
kind  in  the  history  of  the  borough  schools.  The  class  had  done  ex- 
cellent work  in  the  school-room,  and  on  the  stage  they  won  the  ad- 
miration of  the  large  and  appreciative  audience  that  had  gathered  to 
greet  them.  The  citizens  of  the  borough  are  justly  proud  of  their 
schools. 

The>  county  institute  met  all  expectations.  It  was  interesting  and 
instructive  through  all  its  sessions,  and  appreciated  by  the  teachers 
and  the  public.  The  following  were  the  instructors :  Dr.  W.  A.  Mowry, 
Miss  Anna  Buckbee,  Dr.  J.  W.  Eedway,  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  Dr.  Curran, 
Prof.  Higley,  Prin.  Geo.  P.  Bible  of  the  Normal,  and  Hon.  Henry 
Houck.  N.  G.  Reiser,  principal  of  the  Water  Gap  schools;  W.  H. 
Ramsey,  principal  of  the  Stroudsburg  schools;  H.  L.  Walter  and  W. 
A.  Shafer,  of  the  Stroudsburg  schools  addressed  the  institute  on  ap- 
propriate subjects.  Prof.  I.  D.  Gresh  was  the  musical  director.  The 
evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  Mowry, 
and  Hon.  Wallace  Bruce.  The  Monday  evening  entertainment  was 
given  by  the  Ariel  Ladies'  Sextette.  Local  institutes  were  held 
throughout  the  county  during  the  entire  term.  The  teachers  with 
few  exceptions  were  active  and  rendered  good  service.  A  growing 
interest  was  manifested  by  the  public.  The  final  meetings  in  Chest- 
nut Hill  and  Hamilton  districts  proved  to  be  the  most  interesting  of 
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the  series.  Pupils  representing  all  the  schools  in  the  districts  par- 
ticipated in  the  regular  exercises.  The  teachers  having  parts  on  the 
programme  were  at  their  best.  Parents  and  friends  from  all  parts  of 
the  township  were  in  attendance,  filling  the  church  which  had  been 
kindly  tendered  to  us  for  the  occasion. 

On  the  whole,  this  has  been  a  prosperous  year  in  the  affairs  of  our 
public  schools;  and  in  conclusion,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  my  indebted- 
ness to  the  loyalt}'  and  devotion  of  the  teachers,  to  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  directors,  and  to  the  encouragement  of  an  apprecia- 
tive public. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— K.  F.  Hoffecker. 


Every  year  since  I  have  had  the  privilege  to  preside  over  the  edu- 
cational interest  of  Montgomery'  county  impressions  deepen,  that  the 
common  schools  are  the  mightiest  factors  for  the  public  good,  and  to 
make  them  truly  effective  we  must  reach  the  hearts  of  the  people  and 
make  them'feel  that  a  free  and  liberal  education  is  a  necessity  for  a 
free  people,  and  for  the  maintenance  and  stabilit}'  of  a  good  govern- 
ment. The  possibilities  of  the  common  schools  are  greater  than  we 
realize  and  this  fact  is  slowly  but  surely  taking  hold  upon  the  people. 

The  school  directors  of  the  lower  end  of  the  county  formed  a  Di- 
rectors' Sub-Association.  They  held  a  number  of  meetings,  at  which 
valuable  papers  were  read  and  vital  school  questions  discussed.  This 
^'oluntary  offering  of  time  and  thought  given  by  busy  men  for  the  pub- 
lic good  is  worthy  of  much  praise.  The  principals  of  the  schools  along 
the  North  Pennsylvania  Railroad  organized  an  association  to  meet 
monthly.  The  line  of  work  developed  at  these  meetings  showed^  true 
irterest  in  education. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  two  excellent  metings,  which  were 
well  attended.  The  Historical  Society  of  the  county  asked  for  the  ob- 
servance of  a  local  history  day  and  December  19,  was  selected.  A 
program  will  be  prepared  which  can  be  varied  according  to  the  views 
of  each  teacher. 

The  county  institute  was  held  the  week  beginning  October  25,  1897, 
and  was  ably  conducted  by  Supt.  J.  K.  Gotwals.  The  meeting  was 
largely  attended  and  as  usual  was  well  supplied  with  eminent  and 
practical  instructors.  The  press  of  the  county  gave  fair  records  of 
all  educational  meetings  and  made  many  favorable  comments,  which 
will  tend  to  foster  a  more  rapid  and  healthy  educational  growth. 

Collegeville  borough  and  Upper  Providence  township,  each  erected 
a  fine  school  building,  containing  four  rooms  well  supplied  with  all 
modern  conveniences.  Springfield  township  bought  ground  and  built 
a  house  containing  two  rooms  at  a  cost  of  |7,500. 


No.  6.  MONTOUR  COUNTY.  107 

Francouia  and  Upper  Hanover  township,  each  erected  a  large  and 
conimodious  school  house  far  in  advance  of  others  in  these  districts. 

Cheltenham  and  Mont|^oniery  townships  each  remodeled  and  en- 
larged one  school  building,  and  now  Montgomery  has  full  accommo- 
dations for  all  pupils.  Cheltenham  will  very  soon  enlarge  another 
building. 

Libraries  continue  to  receive  due  attention.  Three  were  organized 
find  many  others  purchased  additional  volumes.  During  the  year  the 
increase  was  nearly  two  thousand.  I  visited  forty  of  the  schools 
twice  and  the  remainder  but  once,  owing  to  an  illness,  which  lasted 
two  months  and  prevented  my  attendance  at  the  county  institute  for 
Ihe  first  time  for  a  period  of  thirty-three  years.  Forty-nine  days  were 
devoted  to  the  examination  of  pupils  in  the  schools,  which  have  a 
graded  course  of  study.  So  long  as  we  have  no  system  of  close  super- 
vision, there  is  no  way  of  ascertaining  so  effectively  w^hat  has  been 
done  by  teachers  and  pupils  during  the  school  term  as  by  holding  fair 
examinations  of  the  junior  and  senior  classes.  The  marks  attained 
bA'  pupils  showing  good  instruction  from  faithful  teachers  should  be 
ii  signal  for  directors  to  retain  such  service  at  any  price.  Upon  care- 
ful observation  and  strict  examination  of  papers  we  find  that  the  town- 
ship  high  schools  rank  very  high  in  the  character  and  efficiency  of  the 
work  accomplished.  Here  pupils  can  have  great  advantages  and 
many  facilities  for  study.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  directors  still  re- 
fuse to  move  forward  and  establish  a  high  school  in  every  township. 

The  prime  and  important  factor  in  all  schools  is  the  teacher,  and  if 
directors  and  superintendent  could  only  agree  and  uniformly  de- 
mand only  such,  who  are  eminently  qualified  and  especially  prepared 
for  teaching,  the  schools  would  soon  reach  the  standard  desired.  To 
sign  a  normal  school  or  college  application  for  a  diploma,  or  to  grant 
a  professional  certificate,  when  failure  to  discipline  or  inability  to 
impart  instruction  is  plainly  written  over  previous  years  of  teaching, 
is  surely  detrimental  to  the  cause  of  education.  When  after  years  of 
trial  teachers  signally  fail,  let  them  be  barred  from  the  profession. 
To  choose  a  teacher  on  the  merits  of  relationship,  charity  or  friendship 
should  meet  with  the  disapproval  and  the  antagonism  of  every  citizen. 

Again,  I  tender  my  hearty  thanks  to  the  State  Department  for 
prompt  and  important  counsel,  and  to  the  directors  and  teachers  for 
their  uniform  kindness.  Trusting  in  the  Author  of  all  wisdom  and 
strength,  I  enter  with  confidence  on  the  twenty.-first  year  of  my  oflB- 
cial  duties. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— W.  D.  Steinbach. 


In  submitting  my  twelfth  annual  report  I  have  little  new  to  add  to 
my  previous  reports.     Our  schools  did  fairly  well  during  the  year. 
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We  had  a  large  percentage  of  new  teachers  and  with  few  exceptions 
all  did  fairly  good  work.  Some  of  our  older  teachers  have  reached 
what  Dr.  Schaeflfer  calls  "the  dead  line."  They  are  afraid  to  get  out 
oi  the  old  ruts,  are  opposed  to  teachers'  meetings  and  can  see  no  good 
in  reading  educational  works  of  any  kind.  The  sooner  such  teachers 
are  dropped  out  of  the  profession  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  interests 
of  the  schools.  W^e  have  a  course  of  study  for  the  county  w^hich  has 
been  in  use  three  years.  In  general  I  may  say  that  good  results  have 
been  obtained  from  it.  We  have  had  a  few  teachers  who  made  no  ef- 
fort to  follow  it  and  the  result  has  been  that  one  by  one  those  teachers 
have  fallen  by  the  wayside  and  the  ranks  are  being  filled  by  new  re- 
cruits. For  three  years  the  teachers  and  directors  of  Limestone  have 
had  monthly  meetings,  going  around  to  the  different  schools  and  hav- 
ing class  drills  and  literary  exercises.  The  results  are  very  satis- 
factory. The  houses  are  crowded  by  patrons  at  every  meeting.  The 
directors  and  teachers  in  Derry  starred  out  on  this  line  last  year  and 
the  results  were  such  that  the  matter  will  be  pushed  right  along  the 
coming  year.  More  visiting  was  done  by  the  directors  than  during 
any  3'ear  since  I  have  served  as  superintendent.  I  find  where  schools 
are  regularly  visited  by  the  directors  the  work  moves  along  much 
better.  I  must  urge  that  they  visit  their  schools  at  least  once  a  month 
during  the  school  term.  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  by  so  doing  we  will 
get  more  and  better  returns  for  our  money  spent.  I  desire  to  call  at- 
tention to  employing  young  persons  to  teach.  By  experience  I  am 
convinced  that  twenty  is  young  enough  to  begin  the  work  of  teaching. 
Civil  Government  ought  to  be  introduced  into  our  schools.  The  sub- 
ject of  supplementary  reading  should  receive  attention. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— W.  F.  Hoch. 


A  very  pleasant  and  profitable  year's  work  has  just  been  brought  to 
a  close.  All  the  schools  in  the  county  (273)  were  visited  once,  205 
twice,  and  a  number  three  times,  making  in  all  484  visits. 

I  was  accompanied  by  80  directors  and  a  number  of  citizens.  All 
the  schools,  except  17,  were  visited  by  the  directors.  Teachers,  as  a 
rule,  were  found  doing  thorough  and  efficient  work.  Nearly  all  the 
rooms  were  found  in  a  neat  and  clean  condition  and  many  of  them 
decorated  with  pictures,  mottoes,  maps,  etc. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  again  held  in  the  assembly  room 
of  the  Easton  high  school  building,  which  was  furnished  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  board  free  of  charge.  We  enrolled  440  teachers,  the  largest 
number  ever  reached.     Every  teacher  within  my  jurisdiction  was  en- 
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rolled.  The  meetiu}-  was  very  successful  and  satisfactory.  Our  in- 
structors were  Hon.  N.  C.  Scliaeffer,  Drs.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  H.  W.  El- 
son,  Geo.  W.  Hull,  liyron  ^^^  King,  Misses  Gertrude  Edmund,  Miriam 
fc5.  Skidmore,  and  Ida  S.  MacMuUan,  and  Trot".  C.  M.  Parker. 

Our  course  of  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  a  lecture  by 
Judge  Alfred  Ellison,  miscellaneous  readings  by  Dr.  Byron  W.  King, 
and  concert  by  Prof.  A.  Verdier's  Orchestra  of  Easton,  and  the  C.  M. 
Parker  Concert  Company. 

The  directors  held  a  successful  meeting  on  Wednesday  morning. 
A  report  on  the  State  Directors'  Association  was  presented  by  Dr.  G. 
N.  Swartz  of  Pen  Argyl.  School  legislation  was  discussed  by  the 
county  superintendent,  and  a  very  able  and  interesting  address  de- 
livered by  Dr.  Geo.  \V.  Hull. 

Five  directors  were  elected  as  delegates  to  the  State  convention 
held  at  Harrisburg,  their  expenses  to  be  paid  out  of  the  association 
funds. 

Our  series  of  local  institutes  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
were  successful.  The  interest  manifested  by  the  general  public  in 
the  attendance  of  those  meetings  has  never  been  surpassed. 

During  the  last  year  three  new  buildings  were  erected.  The  exten- 
sion to  the  Pen  Argyl  school  building,  known  as  the  ''Garfield"  was 
completed  in  November.  This  is  now  one  of  the  finest  school  houses 
in  the  county.  It  has  eleven  rooms.  The  second  floor  contains  the 
assembly  room  with  a  seating  capacity  for  75  pupils,  and  two  recitation 
rooms.  The  high  school  was  removed  from  its  old  quarters  in  the 
Lincoln  building  on  December  3,  with  appropriate  exercises. 

Nazareth  built  a  handsome  extension  to  their  school  building  con- 
sisting of  two  large  rooms  well  lighted  and  furnished  with  all  the 
modern  improvements  on  the  first  floor,  and  a  large  room  for  the  high 
school  and  a  recitation  room  on  the  second  floor.  Allen  added  two 
rooms  to  one  of  their  buildings  in  Upper  Catasauqua. 

School  libraries  are  growing.  During  the  year  many  of  the  schools 
added  to  the  number  of  volumes  in  their  libraries  and  in  addition  the 
following  new  libraries  were  established.  Mr.  J.  S.  Angstadt,  of  Bin- 
gen,  25  volumes;  E.  May  Harr,  of  Seidersville,  33  volumes;  Wm.  Kolb, 
of  Treichler,  45  volumes;  J.  J.  Riegel,  of  Boston,  a  former  pupil  of  the 
Southeastern  school  in  Lower  Saucon,  x>resented  the  school  with  a  li- 
brary of  45  volumes  of  well  selected  and  well  bound  books.  A  number 
of  other  teachers  made  a  small  beginning  of  from  three  to  ten  volumes. 

In  June,  1805,  the  total  enrollment  of  pupils  in  the  schools  of  the 
county  was  10,551;  in  June,  1896,  it  was  10,646;  in  June,  1897,  it  was 
10,776,  and  in  June,  1898,  it  was  10,859. 

The  number  of  school  children  who  were  not  in  attendai>ce  at  school 
has  always  been  small  in  this  county,  and  the  compulsory  law  as  will 
be  noticed  by  the  above  statistics,  affected  only  a  few.     In  several  of 
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the  districts  the  law  was  not  enforced  at  the  beginning  of  the  term, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  neglect  a  number  of  children  did  not  at- 
tend school  the  number  of  days  required  by  its  provisions.  Flag  rais- 
ings, with  appropriate  exercises,  were  held  in  quite  a  number  of  the 
districts  throughout  the  county.  Some  of  the  flags  were  presented  by 
our  patriotic  orders  and  others  were  bought  by  the  teachers  and 
pujnls. 

The  course  of  professional  reading  for  the  year  consisted  of  White's 
Elements  of  Pedagogy,  and  Rosenkrantz's  Philosophy  of  Education. 
One  hundred  and  forty-eight  teachers  studied  Pedagogy,  and  twenty- 
two  Philosophy  of  Education.  My  thanks  are  hereby  tendered  to 
directors,  teachers,  citizens  and  the  public  press  for  their  cordial  sup- 
port in  our  work. 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Ira  Shipman. 


In  an  annual  report  it  is  difticult  to  separate  that  which  has  been 
done  from  that  which  is  being  done.  The  following  report  may  par- 
take of  both  these  phases,  leaving  the  matter  of  progress  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  reader. 

Not  including  the  districts  in  the  county  having  separate  jurisdic- 
tion, there  are  241  teachers  regularly  employed,  135  of  whom  are  male 
0nd  106  female;  46  normal  school  diplomas,  45  permanent  certifi- 
cates, 38  professional  certificates,  and  112  provisional  certificates. 
The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  is  10,166. 

Rockafeller  township  has  the  largest  average  enrollment  in  country 
districts.  Coal  township  takes  the  lead  in  number  of  teachers  regu- 
larly employed,  there  being  now  43  at  an  average  salary  of  nearly  |50 
a  month.  Mt.  Carmel  township  leads  in  length  of  term  and  average 
salary,  now  having  ten  months  at  an  average  salary  of  nearly  |60  per 
month. 

Only  four  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  in  Cameron, 
at  Go  wen  City;  one  in  Delaware,  at  Sinking  Spring;  one  in  Upper 
Mahanoy,  near  Green  Brier,  and  one  in  Mt.  Carmel  township.  The 
style  and  finish  of  these  houses  is  creditable,  but  there  is  not  that  fore- 
sight with  reference  to  improved  means  of  heating  and  ventilating  in 
all  of  them,  that  the  near  future  will  demand.  Ere  long  school  houses 
will  be  heated  from  the  cellars,  thus  distributing  the  heat  to  better 
iidvantage.  Cellars  and  ventilating  flues  should  be  a  part  of  every 
r:ew  house.  The  noisy,  broken  shutters  are  gradually  giving  way  to 
wire  screens.  This  change  allows  a  free  circulation  of  sunlight 
through  the  building  when  not  used  for  school  purposes,  and  prevents 
{he  use  of  the  school  houses  as  a  resort  for  purposes  not  in  harmony 
Vvith  their  intended  use. 
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Canierou  towusliij)  has  been  divided  into  two  separate  and  distinct 
townships  to  be  known  as  East  Cameron  and  West  Cameron.  SmulTs 
Leo:islative  Hand  liook  and  a  copy  of  the  Scliool  Laws  have  been 
I'hiced  in  every  school  as  reciuired  by  the  recent  act  of  Assembly. 

It  has  been  our  custom  to  hold  teachers  meetings,  previous  to  the 
openinji'  of  the  schools,  each  year.  The  chief  object  being  to  arrive  at 
a  coninion  understanding  with  reference  to  an  outline  of  work  adopted 
for  use  in  the  county.  The  average  term  in  country  districts  is  about 
<>J  months,  and  if  one  or  two  months  of  this  time  must  be  taken  each 
year  in  exi)eriment,  to  determine  what  to  do,  but  little  time  remains 
for  effective  work.  Only  about  three-tenths  of  the  teachers  in  rural 
districts  are  continued  in  the  same  schools.  Too  much  of  a  pupil's 
school  life  is  spent  in  doing  over  and  over  that  which  ought  to  be  done 
thoroughly  from  the  beginning.  Fewer  changes  of  teachers  would 
greatly  modify  this  waste  of  time  and  energy. 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute  w^as  held  at  Sunbury,  December  20-24,  1897, 
There  were  280  teachers  enrolled  and  lOG  directors  present.  We  re- 
gret to  note  that  in  three  of  the  largest  districts  in  the  county,  Sha- 
niokin,  Milton  and  Mt.  Carmel,  the  teachers  are  not  encouraged  to  at- 
lehd.  If  the  resources  of  a  district  will  just  maintain  a  nine  month 
term  at  an  average  salary  of  |40  per  month,  why  not  make  the  term 
8£  months  and  allow^  the  teachers  pay  for  attending  county  institute? 
The  loss  of  one  week  in  length  of  term  will  be  more  than  balanced  by 
the  inspiration  received  and  skill  acquired  in  methods  of  imparting  in- 
struction. 

The  institute  was  conducted  along  the  same  general  lines  as  hereto- 
fore and  was  pronounced  one  of  the  most  successful  held.  The  in- 
structors were,  Byron  W.  King,  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey,  Wm. 
Moyer  (music);  H.  N.  Conser,  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Dr.  G.  W.  Furey,  Dr. 
G.  M.  Philips,  Dr.  J.  P.  Welsh,  Dr.  C.  C.  Boyer,  Dr.  A.  R.  Home,  Dr.  G. 
M.  D.  Eckles.  Evening  sessions:  Byron  W.  King,  Rev.  Thomas 
Dixon,  Jr.,  The  Mrs.  Annie  Thomas  Concert  Company,  and  Geo.  W. 
Bain. 

School  Room  Work. 

Pupils'  monthly  report  cards  are  in  use  throughout  the  county. 
An  examination  of  these  cards  shows  that  the  matter  of  marking  re- 
ceives more  consideration  and  is  better  understood;  that  knowledge  of 
the  subject,  effort,  originality  and  independent  work  are  all  con- 
sidered in  estimating  the  pupils'  standing. 

More  schools  than  heretofore  are  having  regular  morning  opening 
exercises.  This  is  as  it  should  be — a  day  rightly  begun  is  productive 
of  better  results.     The  youth  of  our  land  should  be  trained  in  such 
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liabits  of  conduct  as  will  best  prepare  them  to  become  desirable  mem- 
bers of  society  and  good  patriotic  American  citizens. 

Three  years  ago  civil  government  was  taught  in  but  few  schools, 
other  than  the  borough  high  schools.  'Sow  it  is  taught  in  nearly  every 
s<  hool  in  the  county.  By  and  through  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers 
a  desire  for  the  study  was  created,  and  the  demand  has  been  met  by 
boards  of  directors  authorizing  it  to  be  taught  and  adopting  text-books 
ui)on  the  subject. 

No  provisional  certificate  is  now^  granted  unless  the  applicant  can 
pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  civil  government,  and  no  profes- 
sional will  be  granted  to  an  applicant  who  is  not  prejjared  to  pass  a 
satisfactory  examination  in  civil  government  and  physical  geography, 
in  addition  to  the  common  school  branches. 

Text-Books  and  Course  of  Study  in  Rural  Schools. 

Several  years  ago  a  uniform  series  of  text-books  was  adopted  for 
the  count}',  but  for  some  reason  has  been  abandoned.  The  combined 
schools  of  the  contiguous  districts  of  Lower  Augusta,  Upper  Augusta, 
Rockafeller,  Shamokin  township,  Ralpho,  Rush  and  Snydertown, 
about  equal  in  number  the  schools  of  Sunbury.  In  no  two  of  the  dis- 
tricts named  do  they  have  the  same  series  of  text-books  in  use. 

Greater  uniformity  of  text-books  in  rural  districts  would  aid  in 
closer  supervision,  avoid  much  needless  repetition,  each  month's 
work  could  be  more  definitely  outlined,  classification  would  not  be  af- 
fected by  change  of  residence,  supervising  principals  and  superin- 
tendents could  better  systematize  the  w'ork. 

If  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  same  series  of  books  used  in  large  dis- 
tricts in  which  the  schools  are  close  together  is  it  not  much  more  nec- 
essary to  have  uniformity  in  larger  areas  in  which  the  schools  are 
widely  separated?  During  the  past  three  years  we  have  endeavored 
to  have  the  country  schools  work  along  the  same  general  lines  by  sug- 
gesting advance  work  with  each  set  of  review  questions.  This  plan 
has  answered  a  good  purpose  but  could  be  made  more  effective  by  hav- 
ing uniformit}'  in  text-books. 

The  books  selected  should  be  the  best.  The  argument,  that  such 
a  course  would  be  working  on  a  narrow  base,  it  seems  to  me  is  not  ap- 
plicable to  so  small  an  area  as  a  county.  Should  the  suggestion  here 
offered  receive  consideration,  the  matter  of  suitable  and  ample  supple- 
mentary w^ork  must  not  be  overlooked. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  rural  district  schools  has  been  completed 
by  about  140  pupils  within  the  last  three  years,  A  desire  to  pursue 
the  higher  branches  has  been  created  and  in  two  districts,  East  Chil- 
lisquaque  and  Ralpho,  the  demand  for  advanced  work  has  been  met  by 
the  boards  of  directors  establishing  central  graded  schools  and  ex- 
tending to  all  pupils  in  the  respective  districts  the  privilege  of  attend- 
ing them. 
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The  dail\  progiaia  lias  boon  materially  improved,  A  special  featuio 
ol  many  of  thorn  is,  (ho  poriod  set  apart  lor  general  exefcises.  A 
period,  oarh  day,  dovolod  to  general  exercises  will  result  in  the  ac- 
cjuiremout  of  much  vahuible  information  that  many  pupils  in  the 
K'gular  routine  of  work  never  have  an  opportunity  of  getting. 

Apparatus  and  Supplementary  Readers. 

Most  schools  have  some  apparatus  and  nearly  all  of  it  has  some 
special  merit.  But  few  schools,  however,  have  much  use  for  costly 
relief  mai)S,  mathematical  blocks  and  promiscuous  charts  that  are  too 
often  urged  upon  districts.  Higher  wages  for  competent,  wide  awake 
teachers  would  yield  better  results. 

Good  outline  maps  and  reading  charts  have  been  placed  in  several 
schools  during  the  past  year.  The  supplementary  readers  covering 
geography,  history  and  elementary  science  work,  which  have  been 
adopted  in  some  districts  are  answering  a  very  good  purpose  and  sup- 
j'lying  a  long  felt  w'ant. 

Teachers'  Annual  Reports. 

Teachers'  annual  reports  are  all  on  file  except  two.  Among  other 
things  they  show,  that  the  attendance  during  the  closing  month  of 
school  was  better  than  last  year;  that  all  the  schools  but  five  were 
visited  by  directors;  that  nearly  all  the  rooms  are  supplied  with 
window  curtains;  that  more  small  dictionaries  are  needed;  that  a  large 
number  of  trees  were  planted  upon  the  school  sites  during  the  year; 
that  parents'  and  patrons'  day  was  appropriately  observed  by  most 
schools;  that  more  supplementary  reading  matter  could  be  used  to 
advantage;  that  only  about  ten  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  are  over  16  years 
of  age;  that  the  compulsory  attendance  law  has  been  reasonably  well 
complied  with  and  that  the  classification  and  grading  of  schools  have 
been  improved. 

We  have  labored  diligently  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  schools, 
and  have  reason  to  believe  that  our  efforts  have  met  with  the  approval 
of  progressive  school  advocates;  but  whatever  may  be  commendable 
in  the  line  of  school  w^ork  in  the  county  is  not  due  to  the  efforts  of  any 
one  individual,  but  rather  to  the  combined  and  harmonious  efforts 
of  the  teachers,  the  directors,  the  citizens  and  others  interested  in  the 
successful  operation  of  the  schools. 

Our  teachers  as  a  body  are  progressive,  the}'  aim  above  common 
routine  work,  set  their  mark  or  ideal  high  and  work  toward  it. 

Thanking  the  State  Department,  and  all  others  who  have  in  any  way 
aided  me,  and  respectfully  soliciting  your  further  co-operation,  I  close 
this,  my  fifth  annual  report. 

8"6--98 
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PERRY  COUNTY— Ezra  H.  Brvner. 


In  looking  back  over  the  work  of  the  schools  of  Perry  county,  we 
are  pleased  to  note  a  fair  degree  of  progress  during  the  past  year. 
With  a  conscientious  and  devoted  corps  of  teachers,  anxious  to  suc- 
ceed, with  a  majority  of  those  who  do  not  hold  a  permanent  certifi- 
cate or  that  of  some  normal  school  attending  a  normal  or  summer 
school  for  two  or  three  mouths  after  their  own  terms  are  finished, 
there  must  of  necessity  be  advancement  in  schools  taught  by  such 
teachers.  Directors  should  encourage  these  teachers,  should  retain 
them  from  year  to  year,  and  should  help  them  and  show  their  appre- 
ciation by  a  moderate  and  gradual  increase  in  salary.  It  will  be  a 
wise  and  prudent  expenditure  of  the  funds  entrusted  to  them,  and 
should  meet  with  the  approval  of  all  progressive  and  interested 
citizens  of  the  districts. 

At  the  annual  examinations,  held  last  summer,  the  standard  for 
provisional  certificates  was  raised,  and  met  with  the  general  approval 
of  our  directors.  Too  many  boys  and  girls  try  the  examination  who 
are  not  sufiiciently  j)i'epared.  Out  of  259  who  came  up  for  the  ex- 
amination in  different  parts  of  the  county,  but  158  were  granted  certi- 
ficates, and  41  of  this  number  were  granted  upon  a  second  trial.  There 
will  be  no  backward  step,  so  applicants  must  come  better  prepared 
than  heretofore. 

The  directors  throughout  the  county,  with  few  exceptions,  are  slow 
to  visit  our  schools.  Many  offer  the  excuse  of  not  having  time;  others 
ciaim  that  it  does  not  pay,  and  still  others  say  that  their  presence,  no 
doubt,  would  disorganize  the  teachers'  programme  and  embarrass 
the  pupils.  These  excuses  are  without  foundation.  Our  teachers 
and  pupils  are  always  pleased  to  have  directors  and  patrons  observe 
their  work;  indeed,  they  can  then  see  the  needs  of  their  schools,  note 
the  methods  used  by  the  teacher,  and  place  themselves  in  a  position 
to  contradict  false  arguments  advanced  against  them.  I  would  es- 
pecially call  the  attention  of  the  directors  to  section  CII.  GUI,  p.  101, 
School  Laws,  1897,  concerning  out  buildings,  and  would  urge  an  im- 
mediate compliance  with  the  law. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Xew  Bloomfield,  November  29  to 
December  3,  1897.  The  instructors  were:  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr. 
A.  E.  Maltby.  Dr.  T.  B.  Xoss,  Dr.  M.  G.  Benedict,  Dr.  Jos.  F.  Barton, 
Frank  C.  Bowersox,  superintendent  of  Snyder  county;  Prof.  George 
Black  Roddy,  and  W.  A.  Smith,  instructor  in  music. 

The  entertainers  of  the  evening  were:  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Underbill,  Rev. 
J.  R.  Reitzel,  "The  Smith  Sisters,"  and  the  Hon.  John  Temple  Graves. 
The  second  annual  session  of  the  Perry  County  Association  of  School 
Directors  assembled  in  the  grand  jury  room  of  the  court  house  on 
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Thursday,  December  2,  at  10  a.  in.  The  President,  J.  C.  Hall,  M.  D., 
delivered  his  annual  address,  and  J.  B.  l^hr,  Esq.,  of  Millerstown,  a 
d(  legate  to  the  State  Association  of  School  Directors,  made  his  report. 
The  following  subjects  were  discussed  by  the  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation: *'The  Advisability  of  a  Uniform  System  of  Graduation  for 
liorough  Schools,"  "Kecent  School  Legislation,"  "A  Graded  Course  of 
iSludy  for  Kural  Districts,"  "When  Visiting  a  School  Upon  what  Does 
a  Director  Base  his  Judgment  of  its  Success,"  ''Care  and  Distribution 
of  School  Books  and  Supplies."  These  subjects,  being  all  of  a  prac- 
tical nature,  were  thoroughly  discussed  and  the  interchange  of  opinion 
proved  very  beneficial.  In  order  that  the  benefits  derived  from  the 
presentation  of  such  subjects  and  the  discussion  thereon  may  fully 
n.-eet  the  end  in  view,  a  larger  number  of  directors  must  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  association. 

The  following  were  elected  officers  for  the  year  1898:  Jas.  M.  Bar- 
nett,  president;  H.  E.  Sheibley,  secretary;  Prof.  Jno.  S.  Arnold,  treas- 
urer. 

At  3  p.  m.,  the  directors  met  in  joint  session  with  the  institute  and 
were  addressed  by  Dr.  M.  G.  Benedict,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck. 

Seven  district  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  in  different 
parts  of  the  county.  The  sessions  were  all  well  attended  by  teachers 
and  friends  of  education.  At  all  the  institutes  very  valuable  instruc- 
tion was  given.  Dr.  Jos.  F.  Barton  and  Supt.  Frank  C.  Bowersox, 
gave  day  instruction  and  lectured  in  the  evening  at  several  institutes. 

Three  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  One  frame  building 
in  South  West  Madison,  two  brick  buildings  in  Penn  and  Wheatfield. 
The  building  in  Penn  township  is  of  modern  design,  heated  by  hot  air, 
systematically  ventilated  and  furnished  with  patent  furniture  and 
slate  black-boards.  The  directors  and  tax  payers  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated in  having  such  an  up-to-date  building.  The  new^  houses  in  South- 
^est  Madison  and  Wheatfield  townships  are  w^ell  built  and  furnished. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Department  foB  many  kindnesses,  to 
the  directors,  teachers  and  patrons  for  their  co-operation,  and  the 
press  for  publishing  educational  matters. 


PIKE  COUNTY— George  Sawder. 


No  great  change  has  taken  place  in  the  schools  of  Pike  county  dur- 
ing the  year  although  the  results  obtained  from  the  year's  labor  have 
been  generally  satisfactory,  and  many  schools  have  raised  the  stand- 
rrd  of  work  usually  done. 

The  character  of  the  instruction  now  being  given  shows  a  tendency 
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toward  the  practical  aud  useful  in  education  rather  than  the  mere 
drilling  of  facts  aud  principles  without  the  consideration  of  their  ap- 
plication, and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  majority  of  our  teachers 
are  becoming  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  girls  and  boj's  most  need  in- 
struction best  calculated  to  qualify  them  for  the  ordinary  work  of  a 
lifetime,  and  that  the  foundation  for  the  equipment  for  that  work  in 
our  county  must  be  obtained  in  the  district  school,  hence  the  work  to 
be  done  by  pupils  in  the  school  under  the  supervision  of  the  teacher 
is  being  so  arranged  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  all  classes  of 
students. 

The  county  is  foiuuate  in  having  an  earnest  and  hard  working  corps 
01  teachers  notwithstanding  the  financial  conditions  of  many  districts 
are  such  that  small  wages  must  necessarily  be  paid  them  for  their  ser- 
vices. 

But  little  encouragement  has  been  given  in  the  form  of  wages.  Four 
districts  raised  the  average  wages  of  its  male  teachers  a  small  per 
cent.  Three  districts  reduced  the  wages  of  both  male  and  female 
teachers,  while  in  other  districts  wages  remained  the  same  as  last 
year. 

Directors  generally  have  exercised  good  judgment  in  the  selection 
of  teachers  and  in  the  management  of  the  schools,  and  as  a  result,  the 
entire  school  system  of  the  count}'  has  been  moving  along  without 
friction. 

The  action  of  directors  in  retaining  the  successful  and  experienced 
teachers  and  dropping  from  the  list  those  who  had  not  come  up  to  the 
siandard,  is  commendable. 

During  the  year  there  were  held  eleven  public  and  eight  special 
examinations  at  which  one  hundred  twenty-one  applicants  were  ex- 
amined, sixteen  per  cent,  of  whom  failed  to  reach  the  required  mark 
U  classify  them  as  teachers. 

The  length  of  the  school  term  has  remained  the  same  as  last  year  in 
ten  out  of  the  eleven  ^iistricts.  Dingman  district  increased  the  term 
one  month.  The  average  for  the  count}^  is  a  fraction  over  seven 
months. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  has  been  increased  in  nearly  all 
the  districts,  but  the  percentage  of  attendance  has  not  been  increased 
correspondingly  as  several  districts  show  a  reduction.  This  reduc- 
tion is  due  to  the  number  of  pupils  who  were  in  attendance  merely  in 
compliance  with  the  law,  and  attended  only  enough  to  meet  its  re- 
quirements. 

INIany  improvements  in  school  buildings  and  additions  to  school  fur- 
niture have  been  made  throughout  the  county  during  the  year.  Slate 
blackboards  have  been  placed  in  all  the  schools  of  Dingman  town- 
ship. One  new  building  was  erected  at  Saw^  Creek  in  Lehman  town- 
ship, and  one  in  Dingman  district.  Franklin  school  house  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire. 
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The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Milford  during  the 
week  of  October  2~)'2[K  The  legnlar  instructors  present  were  Dr.  Geo. 
M.  I'hiiips,  West  Chester,  and  I'rof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  East  Stroudsburg, 
both  of  whom  gave  an  evening  lecture  in  addition  to  day  instruction. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Riley,  Philadelphia,  and  Rev.  T.  H.  McKenzie,  of  Port  Jer- 
vis,  N.  Y.,  also  each  gave  an  evening  lecture.  But  few  teachers  were 
absent  during  the  week,  and  the  interest  manifested  by  them  and  by 
the  public  in  all  the  proceedings  of  the  institute  was  very  encouraging. 

Arbor  Day  was  observed  by  many  of  the  schools  of  the  county — the 
Milford  schools  making  the  day  an  eventful  one  by  having  an  exten- 
sive programme  in  connection  with  tree  planting.  The  exercises  were 
well  attended  by  the  public,  and  in  addition  to  recitations,  essays, 
songs,  etc.,  by  the  pupils,  addresses  were  made  by  teachers,  the  clergy, 
and  the  superintendent. 

The  day  is  observed  in  Pike  county  not  particularly  because  the 
school  grounds  are  in  need  of  shrubbery  and  trees,  but  because  people 
have  begun  to  realize  the  necessity  of  tree  planting  and  of  cultivating 
in  the  children  a  love  for  shrubbery,  trees  and  forests  upon  which  so 
much  depends  for  the  welfare  of  a  State  or  its  people. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  growing  patriotism  shown  by 
teachers  and  pupils  throughout  the  county.  The  largest  patriotic 
demonstration  took  place  in  Matamoras,  on  June  3,  when  a  large  and 
handsome  flag  was  presented  to  the  high  school  by  the  citizens  of 
Matamoras.  The  teachers  had  carefully  trained  their  pupils  for  the 
occasion,  and  recitations,  orations,  patriotic  songs,  etc.,  by  the  pupils, 
and  addresses  by  citizens,  constituted  the  exercises  of  the  day. 

The  American  flag  can  now  be  seen  over  many  school  houses  in  the 
count}',  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  each 
school  shall  have  that  glorious  banner  waving  over  it  to  help  to  in- 
culcate in  the  minds  of  the  children,  a  patriotism  that  will  grow  with 
their  intellectual  development  and  cause  them  to  appreciate,  more 
and  more,  the  blessings  of  liberty,  which  our  forefathers  have  left  us 
as  an  inheritance. 

The  year's  labors  have  been  made  pleasant  by  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  directors,  teachers,  the  county  papers  in  the  publication  of 
school  news,  and  by  friends  interested  in  education,  and  to  all  who 
have  in  any  way  thus  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  the  school  in- 
terests of  the  county,  and  to  the  encouragement  and  comforts  of  the 
superintendent,  I  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks. 


POTTER  COUNTY— Anna  Bodler. 


While  some  progress  is  made  from  year  to  year,  there  is  yet  much 
room  for  improvement.     It  is  as  yet  difficult  for  the  masses  to  under- 
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stand  that  teaching  requires  more  preparation  than  ordinary  labor, 
and  because  of  better  preparation,  better  pay.  As  long  as  those  who 
control  the  "purse  strings"  hold  to  such  opinions,  progress  remains 
slow. 

The  teachers  of  the  county  have  been  advised  to  take  schools  for  no 
less  than  |30  per  month  for  eight  months. 

In  nine  districts  out  of  thirty  teachers  were  furnished  with  a  list  of 
pupils  names.  In  individual  cases  the  compulsory  law  has  been  car- 
ried out,  but  generally  it  has  not. 

A  summer  school  was  held  at  Ulysses  from  July  19  to  August  12. 
One  hundred  twenty  teachers  were  in  attendance.  Prof.  M.  V. 
O'Shea,  University  of  Wisconsin,  gave  instruction  in  Child  Study  and 
Psychology.  Dr.  Andrew  T.  Smith,  West  Chester  State  Normal 
School,  Methods  of  Teaching;  Mrs.  Jean  McKechine  Asliton,  Franklin 
School,  Buffalo,  Nature  Study,  Drawing  and  Painting.  Mrs.  Ashton 
pAho  had  charge  of  a  school  of  children  consisting  of  the  first  four 
grades.  She  taught  illustrative  lessons  daily  which  were  followed  by 
discussions  led  by  either  Dr.  Smith  or  Prof.  O'Shea. 

Four  teachers'  associations  were  held  and  well  attended.  All 
teachers  are  expected  to  attend  at  least  one  of  these  meetings. 

The  institute  on  the  whole  has  been  the  most  successful  we  have 
held.  Dr.  Jaques  Redway,  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  gave  instruction  in 
Geography;  Susan  F.  Chase,  Buffalo  Normal  School,  Nature  Study,  In- 
sects; Dr.  Martin  G.  Benedict,  Pennsylvania  State  College,  Habit,  and 
Deputy  Superintendent  Henry  Houck,  School  Law.  The  evening  en- 
tertainments were  given  by  A.  W.  Lamar,  Lyric  Ladies  of  Chicago, 
Henry  Watterson,  and  one  evening  there  was  a  teachers'  reception. 

It  has  been  the  aim  to  take  up  a  few  lines  of  work  each  year,  and  to 
follow  these  out  as  far  as  possible.  The  teacher's  course  of  profes- 
sional reading  consisted  of  McMurry's  ''Method  of  the  Recitation,"  and 
Halleck's  Psychology  and  Psychic  Culture.  At  the  associations 
lessons  were  taught  according  to  the  "Method  of  the  Recitation"  and 
discussed.  Reviews  of  the  chapters  of  Parker's  "Talks  on  Peda- 
gogics," which  was  in  the  reading  course  the  year  before,  were  pre- 
pared by  teachers  and  discussed.  Halleck's  "Psychology  and  Psychic 
Culture"  is  to  be  reviewed  and  discussed  with  the  aid  of  an  instructor 
ai*  the  next  institute.  The  Nature  Study  given  at  the  last  institute 
was  a  continuation  of  that  study  begun  at  the  summer  school.  Only 
two  or  three  subjects  are  taken  up  at  institute,  and  those  are  con- 
tinued throughout  the  week. 

J  higher  grade  of  scholarship  has  been  aimed  at  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  five  or  six,  all  teachers  had  some  professional  training.  All 
teachers  are  expected  to  read  the  course  of  professienal  reading,  and 
certificates  are  withheld  until  this  has  been  done. 

Teachers  are  also  expected  to  read  from  four  to  six  classics  per  year, 
and  certificates  are  withheld  until  this  has  been  complied  with. 
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One  hundred  ten  schools  have  libraries.  Teachers  and  pupils  raised 
§:47r)  for  books  during  the  year. 

More  than  three  hundied  visits  have  been  made  by  teachers  to 
schools. 

Twice  during  the  year,  at  the  end  of  the  third  and  six  months,  uni- 
form examination  questions  were  sent  to  the  ungraded  schools  and  re- 
ports returned  to  the  superintendent.  The  questions  are  intended  to 
be  suggestive  to  teachers  more  than  a  test  for  pupils.  While  uniform 
([uestions  may  become  merely  nmchinery,  yet  when  properly  con- 
ducted they  may  become  a  stimulus  in  the  country  schools  where  many 
outside  influences  do  not  penetrate.  When  the  questions  sent  do  not 
cover  the  work  done,  teachers  substitute  their  own  questions  and  re- 
turn them  with  the  report  to  the  superintendent. 

Out  of  thirty-eight  candidates  for  common  school  diplomas,  six 
were  successful.  Expensive  blocks  and  globes  were  bought  but  in 
tw'o  districts.  The  teachers  of  the  county  report  a  careful  inspection 
of  outbuildings  on  their  part,  yet  many  school  boards  have  not  com- 
plied with  the  law.  For  want  of  locks  the  buildings  are  often  defaced 
when  school  is  not  in  session. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  create  a  sentiment  for  the  use  of  indi- 
vidual drinking  cups  by  children. 

The  Directors'  Association  has  been  postponed  indefinitely.  Of  one 
hundred  eighty  directors  more  than  fifteen  were  never  present. 

Teachers  were  requested  to  conduct  parents'  meetings  and  many 
were  very  successful. 

I  wush  to  express  thanks  to  all  that  contributed  to  the  educational 
advancement  of  the  jear.  The  newspapers  were  especially  generous 
with  their  help. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— George  W.  Weiss. 


Directors'  Association. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  Directors'  Association  of  Schuylkill 
county  was  held  in  Armory  Hall,  Mahanoy  City,  on  Wednesday,  No- 
vember 10,  1897.  A  large  number  of  the  directors  of  the  county  were 
in  attendance  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings. 

Superintendent  Patterson  read  a  paper  on  Compulsory  Education, 
.which  was  followed  by  an  interesting  discussion.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  favored  the  convention 
with  an  instructive  address  on  the  new  law  regarding  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  State  appropriation. 
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The  president  of  the  association  appointed  a  committee  of  five  mem- 
bers to  confer  with  the  county  commissioners  concerning  the  enumer- 
ation of  school  children. 

It  was  resolved  to  hold  the  annual  convention  of  the  Directors'  As- 
sociation each  year  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  September  at  Pottsville. 

For  the  ensuing  year,  Dr.  Chas.  E.  Quail  was  elected  president  and 
W.  F.  Scheerer,  secretary  of  the  association.  Dr.  Chas.  E.  Quail,  W. 
E.  Perry,  Chas.  C.  Matten,  Esq.,  G.  C.  Diefenderfer,  and  Dr.  W.  C.  L. 
Forrester,  were  elected  delegates  to  the  convention  of  the  State  Di- 
rectors' Association. 

Houses. 

Eight  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  by  the  directors 
of  the  following  districts:  Barry,  Cass,  Church,  Eldred,  Gilberton, 
Hegins,  Pine  Grove  township  and  Kush. 

Barry  erected  a  substantial  frame  building,  28  by  3G  feet,  ceiling  13 
feet,  wainscoted  inside  3|  feet  high.  It  has  a  vestibule  and  two  cloak 
rooms.  It  is  nicely  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  126  square  feet  of 
slate  surface,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  one-half  acre  yard.  Cost  of 
building,  |700. 

Cass  erected  a  fine  frame  building,  28  by  32  feet,  ceiling  13  feet  high. 
It  is  wainscoted  inside  3^  feet  high.  It  has  a  vestibule  5  by  22  feet. 
The  building  is  well  supplied  with  144  square  feet  of  slate  surface, 
and  is  finely  furnished  with  patent  desks.  The  entire  cost  of  the 
building  is  .fl,000. 

Church  erected  an  elegant  two-room,  one  story  frame  building,  30 
by  60  feet,  ceiling  13  feet  high,  wainscoted  Inside  4  feet  high.  The 
two  rooms  are  communicating.  The  movable  partition  can  be  re- 
moved at  anytime  so  as  to  have  one  large  room  for  special  occasions. 
The  rooms  are  supplied  with  180  square  feet  of  slate  surface  and  are 
furnished  with  patent  desks.  The  building  has  large  book  closets  and 
cloak  rooms.  This  building  has  been  well  arranged,  and  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  directors  of  Church  district.  We  trust  other  dis- 
tricts will  follow  their  example  in  organizing  graded  schools,  and  in 
erecting  two-room  buildings  with  movable  partitions  that  they  may 
be  used  as  a  single  room  on  special  occasions. 

Eldred  school  directors  erected  a  new,  frame,  one-room  building,  24 
by  38  feet,  with  ceiling  13  feet  high,  wainscoted  4  feet  high.  It  has 
a  vestibule  and  two  cloak  rooms.  It  is  furnished  with  patent  desks, 
and  supplied  with  132  square  feet  of  slate  surface. 

Gilberton  erected  a  one-story  frame  building  30  by  60  feet,  with  ceil- 
ing 13  feet  high,  wainscoted  inside  4  feet  high.  It  contains  two  room«, 
28  by  30  feet  each,  a  vestibule  4  by  6  feet,  and  a  supply  room  4  by  6 
feet  and  cloak  room  4  by  20  feet.  Both  rooms  are  well  supplied  with 
new  patent  desks,  and  240  square  feet  of  slate  surface.     Each  school 
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rooiu  has  seveu  wiudow.s.  Cost  of  buildings  and  lui  nitiire  :|1,25U.  It 
is  a  well  arranged  substantial  building. 

llogins  school  dircelors  buiU  a  fine  frame  school  house,  28  by  32 
feet,  with  ceiling  13  feet  high,  wainscoting  4  feet  high.  It  contains 
cloak  rooms  and  is  well  supplied  with  patent  desks,  and  171  square 
feet  of  slate  surface.  The  board  purchased  one-fourth  of  an  acre  to 
be  used  as  a  play-ground.     Entire  cost  of  building  $858. 

Pine  Grove  township  erected  a  neat  frame  btiilding,  30  by  3G  feet, 
ceiling  13  feet  high,  with  wainscoting  inside  4  feet  high.  It  is  well 
furnished  with  patent  desks  and  is  supplied  with  90  square  feet  of 
slate  surface.  The  board  purchased  one-half  of  an  acre  to  be  used  as 
a  play-ground  and  surrounded  it  with  a  substantial  fence.  Entire 
cost  |G50. 

Rush  erected  a  most  elegant  three-room,  two-story  frame  building. 
The  dimensions  of  the  main  building  are  31  by  49  feet,  of  the  annex  14 
by  37  feet.  The  upper  story  contains  two  school  rooms,  24  by  30  feet 
each,  with  ceiling  12  feet  high,  two  cloak  rooms,  4  by  12  feet,  one  di- 
rectors' room  12  by  14  feet,  a  hallway  and  a  stairway.  The  first  floor 
contains  one  large  room  30  by  48  feet,  with  ceiling  13  feet  high,  two 
cloak  rooms,  one  book  room  and  hallway.  The  large  cellar  or  base- 
ment contains  two  Perfect  Peun  Heaters,  which  heat  the  entire  build- 
ing. The  inside  of  the  building  is  wainscoted  4  feet  high,  and  all  the 
rooms  are  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  slate  surface.  The  build- 
ing reflects  great  credit  on  the  directors  of  Rush. 

The  directors  of  the  various  districts  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
erection  of  such  excellent  buildings. 

Eleven  school  rooms  have  been  furnished  with  improved  patent 
desks  in  the  following  districts:  Barry,  one;  Cass,  one;  Church,  one; 
Frackville,  one;  Gilberton,  two;  Girardville,  two;  Pine  Grore  town- 
ship, one;  Schuylkill  towmship,  one,  and  Tower  City,  one. 


Apparatus. 

Apparatus  was  purchased  in  the  following  districts:  Barry  pur- 
chased an  Anatomical  Aid,  an  Appleton's  chart  and  a  Normal  chart. 
Cass  purchased  14  sets  of  outline  maps.  Centre  purchased  an  Excel- 
sior chart.  Cressona  two  reading  charts.  Eldred  two  Appleton's 
charts.  Frackville  an  Appleton's  chart.  Frailey  added  four  Geo- 
graphical studies,  Gilberton  purchased  an  Appleton's  chart.  Girard- 
ville added  two  Appleton's  charts.  Kline  purchased  seven  historical 
charts.  Landingville  bought  one  set  of  outline  maps.  McKeansburg 
purchased  tw  o  Appleton's  charts.  Minersville  an  unabridged  diction- 
ary. West  Penn  an  Appleton's  chart.  Pine  Grove  borough  bought 
an  Appleton's  chart.  Pine  Grove  township  purchased  two  sets  of 
Butler's  outline  maps,  a  reading  chart,  and  a  numeral  frame.     Port 
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Carbon  purchased  three  sets  of  outline  maps,  and  one  Lunar  Tellurian 
globe.  Porter  bought  an  International  dictionary.  Kahn  two  Un- 
abridged dictionaries  and  two  sets  of  International  encyclopaedias. 
Reilly  purchased  seven  Lunar  Tellurian  globus,  three  Normal  charts, 
and  two  sets  of  outline  maps.  Schuylkijl  township  three  Normal 
charts  and  one  Appleton's  chart.  Schuylkill  Haven  directors  pur- 
chased ten  globes.  Tower  City  purchased  Butler's  chart.  North 
Union  bought  six  sets  of  outline  maps  and  six  maps  of  Pennsylvania. 
East  Union  purchased  one  set  of  outline  maps,  one  Appleton's  read- 
ing chart,  and  fourteen  Anatomical  Aids.  Walker  purchased  four 
Anatomical  Aids.  McAdoo  purchased  two  historical  charts.  Rooms 
have  been  supplied  with  slate  surface  in  the  following  districts:  Barry, 
one;  Middle  District,  one;  Church,  two;  Gilberton,  four;  Pine  Grove 
township,  one;  Port  Carbon,  one;  Reilly,  four;  Rush  two;  Tower  City, 
one;  East  Union,  one;  Washington,  nine. 

Institutes. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Kaier's  Opera 
House,  Mahanoy  City,  November  8  to  12,  1897.  During  the  day  ses- 
sions instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Hon.  Henry  Houck, 
Dr.  E.O.Lyte,Dr.M.G.  Brumbaugh,  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  A.  R.  Home, 
Prof.  C.  M.  Parker,  Mrs.  Matilda  Coffin  Ford,  Supt.  Geo.  W.  Howell, 
and  Prof.  B.  A.  Heydrick.  Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  W, 
J.  Clarke  and  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Dinsmore,  and  musical  entertainments 
were  rendered  by  "The  Lyric  Ladies  of  Chicago"  and  by  "The  Boston 
Ladies  Symphony  Orchestra."  Local  institutes  were  held  at  Leib,  at 
Pine  Dale  and  at  Ringtown.  The  attendance  at  these  institutes  was  un- 
usually large.  The  buildings  were  filled  to  overflowing  and  many  were 
turned  away  for  want  of  even  standing  room.  Supt.  Henry  Houck, 
Dr.  A.  R.  Home,  Dr.  W.  W.  Deatri(?k  and  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp  delivered 
evening  lectures,  and  gave  instruction  during  the  daj'  sessions.  The 
teachers  and  pupils  of  the  various  districts  did  most  excellent  work  in 
the  form  of  talks,  essays,  recitations,  class-drills  and  special  drills,  and 
discussions  on  methods  of  teaching.  The  school  work  exhibited  by 
the  schools  in  the  vicinitj'  was  very  creditable  to  the  teachers  and 
pupils. 

Public  School  Libraries. 

Public  school  libraries  have  been  established  in  the  following  dis- 
tricts: Auburn,  113  volumes;  Branch,  at  Llewellyn,  203;  Cressona,  700; 
Delano,  100;  Frackville,  875;  Frailey,  at  Donaldson,  285;  Girardville, 
120;  Minersville,  500;  Orwigsburg  500;  Pine  Grove  borough,  1,200; 
Port  Carbon,  85;  Port  Clinton,  150;  Schuylkill  Haven,  450;  Tower 
City,  100;  Tremont  borough,  880;  Tremont  150;  Union,  at  Ringtown, 
117;  East  Union,  at  Oneida,  200. 
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Conclusion. 

Willi  many  thanks  to  directors,  teachers,  the  public  press  of  the 
county  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  numberless 
courtesies,  hearty  co-operation,  and  interest  manifested  in  popular 
education,  I  most  respectfully  submit  my  report. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— F.  C.  Bowersox. 


Another  school  year  has  run  its  course,  and  the  results  accomplished 
therein  will,  in  time,  be  fully  established.  While  much  disappoint- 
ment has  been  the  apparent  product  of  great  and  promising  effort, 
still  we  fondly  hope  and  believe  that  in  God's  own  good  time  the  seed 
that  has  been  sown  will  bring  rich  harvests  to  the  garners  of  the  happy 
reapers.  Among  the  actual  evidences  of  this  year's  development  and 
growth  are  the  faithful  and  meritorious  efforts  of  directors  and 
teachers  to  increase  the  school  facilities  and  render  the  pupils  the 
jjleasautest  apd  most  beneficial  service.  Never  have  the  teachers 
as  a  body  labored  so  assiduously  to  raise  their  work  above  a  time-serv- 
ing calling  to  the  dignity  of  the  high  and  noble  profession  as  they  have 
in  the  past  year.  On  their,desks  in  the  school  room,  at  home  in  their 
private  libraries,  they  esteemed  it  a  pleasure  to  show  me  the  works  of 
the  latest  standard  authorities  in  the  educational  world.  And 
better  still,  they  not  only  possessed  this  literature,  but  ample  evt- 
dence  of  its  persistent  use  and  ^tudy  was  presented. 

As  a  natural  sequence  to  this  superior  preparation  of  the 
teachers,  our  schools  have  experienced  better  teaching.  Methods  and 
plans  are  no  longer  iron-clad;  no  longer  unalterable;  but  subject  to 
puncture  and  change  at  every  quarter.  The  individuality  and  im- 
portance of  the  child  has  ceased  to  be  a  mere  sentiment  in  the  minds 
of  both  teachers  and  people.  At  last,  it  has  been  found  to  be  the 
vital,  all-absorbing  question.  In  some  schools,  the  child  is  being 
studied  from  a  rational  and  scientific  standpoint,  w^hich  study  has 
not  failed  to  place  the  teachers,  thus  engaged,  upon  the  highest  vant- 
age ground. 

We  entertain  the  loftiest  hopes  that  more  of  our  teachers  will 
imitate  this  example  and  in  their  visits  to  the  homes  of  their  patrons, 
will  in  a  quiet  and  unobstrusive  manner,  study  the  environment  of 
their  pupils,  and  with  each  opportunity  leave  a  word  of  direction  and 
encouragement  for  both  pupil  and  parent. 


124  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

The  usual  Teachers'  Normal  School  was  held  in  Middleburg,  begin- 
ning July  19,  and  continuing  for  a  term  of  four  weeks.  Ninety-five 
young  men  and  ladies  were  enrolled.  Profs.  Noetling,  Fisher  and 
Charles  rendered  very  able  and  acceptable  service.  Inasmuch  as  20 
per  cent,  or  thereabouts  of  our  old  and  faithful  teachers  leave  us 
each  year  and  go  to  other  counties  where  higher  salaries  are  paid,  no 
better  opportunity  can  be  desired  to  study  the  character  and  qualifi- 
cations of  those  who  become  apprentices  in  the  work  than  is  afforded 
the  examiner  by  the  incessant  contact  of  these  four  weeks.  In  uni- 
formity of  purpose,  in  the  discussion  of  the  needs  of  the  schools  as 
well  as  the  teacher,  in  pointing  out  and  suggesting  the  remedy  for 
many  errors  that  have  crept  into  our  modus  operandi  as  teachers, 
and  in  the  establishing  of  frank  candor  and  mutual  helpfulness  among 
the  teachers,  this  school  has  proved  its  mission  and  utility. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  twice  during  the  year.  Its  annual 
meeting,  held  during  the  institute  week,  was  a  season  of  special  in- 
spiration. After  the  discussion  of  an  elaborate  programme  by  the 
directors  themselves,  they  were  royally  entertained  with  a  masterly 
address  by  the  prince  of  good  fellows,  Hon.  Henry  Houck.  More  di- 
rectors, viz:  sixty-five,  were  in  attendance  at  this  meeting  than  have 
been  present  since  my  connection  wdth  the  schools. 

The  second  meeting,  or  semi-annual  meeting,  was  held  June  8,  in 
Seebold's  Hall,  Middleburg.  Man}^  timely  subjects  were  discussed 
and  an  especial  effort  made  to  have  directors  observe  in  their  dis- 
tricts the  jn'ovisions  of  the  compulsory  school  act.  Representatives 
from  each  district,  save  two,  were  present.  Though  the  association 
is  but  tw^o  years  old,  we  feel  gratified  in  the  growing  interest  mani- 
fested b}'  directors  in  its  purposes  and  aims,  and  sincerely  trust  that 
•each  director  in  the  county  may  avail  himself  of  its  usefulness,  so 
that  its  influence  will  work  many  needed  reforms  in  the  schools  where 
it  is  plainly  necessary. 

Quite  a  number  of  districts  supplied  maps  and  charts  for  their 
schools.  Perry  township  added  a  new  grade  to  the  school  in  Fremont. 
A  commodious  annex  was  built  to  the  building  and  by  removing  the 
wall  between  the  two  rooms  and  placing  in  its  stead  folding  doors,  a 
large  and  pleasant  room  for  public  assemblies  was  obtained. 

Middleburg  borough  added  a  third  grade  to  their  schools.  Proper 
classification  rather  than  number  of  pupils  dictated  the  wisdom  of 
this  action  a  number  of  years  ago.  Happily  this  year  it  was  realized. 
Unfortunately  the  school  building  having  but  two  rooms,  the  ad- 
vanced grade  held  its  sessions  in  the  basement  of  a  church  which, 
however,  I  am  glad  to  report,  is  but  a  temporary  home.  The  directors 
propose  building  in  the  near  future;  the  present  building  being  very 
dilapidated  and  uncomfortable. 

A  few  districts  need  more  seating  capacity  in  some  of  their  schools. 
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A  wise  plan,  I'ollowed  by  some  directors,  is  to  truusport  from  the 
schools  containing  too  many  desks  a  sufficient  number  to  fill  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  schools  where  needed,  thus  making  a  more  equitable 
distribution. 

Very  few  changes  have  been  made  in  text-books.  Many  districts 
have  added  very  wholesome  supplementary  literature  and  the  ma- 
jority of  districts  have  changed  from  the  graphic  style  of  copy  book 
to  the  vertical.  Especially  is  this  true  of  the  primary  and  interme- 
diate grades. 

Our  directors  and  people  regard  with  pleasure  the  change  in  the 
basis  of  distribution  of  the  appropriation,  believing  it  to  be  a  special 
incentive  to  the  rural  districts. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  each  district.  In  a  few  instances 
talent  from  abroad  was  injected  into  the  exercises,  which  added  still 
more  to  the  general  profit  of  the  meetings.  Our  people  are  thoroughly 
awakened  to  the  benefits  of  these  meetings  and  greet  their  teachers 
and  directors  with  crowded  houses,  attentive  ears  and  earnest, 
thoughtful  minds.  » 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Middleburg,  beginning  December 
5,  continuing  one  week.  It  was  the  most  successful  institute  every 
way  considered,  that  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  conducting. 

During  the  "day  sessions  instruction  was  given  by  the  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  Profs.  Boyer,  Noetling,  Little,  Billhardt,  Supts.  McGinnes  and 
Cooper.  Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Hon.  Henry  Houck, 
Hon.  Howard  Saxby  and  Judge  Alfred  Ellison.  Many  of  the  teachers 
delivered  excellent  addresses  and  read  interesting  papers,  which  ap- 
pealed strongly  to  the  practical  side  of  the  work,  and  none  as  well  as 
they  know  the  conditions  by  which  we  are  surrounded.  All  the 
schools  in  the  county  were  visited  twice  and  quite  a  number  three 
times.  The  total  number  of  visits  made  was  257.  Seventeen  general, 
and  one  special  examination  were  held.  Tw^o  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  addresses,  excluding  the  short  addresses  made  in  the  schools, 
were  delivered  in  the  county  and  thirty-seven  in  adjoining  counties. 

With  strong  faith  in  the  earnestness  and  faithfulness  of  the  di- 
rectors, with  implicit  confidence  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of  all 
known  duties  by  our  teachers,  and  with  the  assurance  of  warm  sym- 
pathy and  hearty  co-operation  (for  which  we  are  greatly  thankful)  of 
the  people,  the  press  and  the  Department,  I  look  hopefully  upon  the 
new  year  while  submitting  the  annual  report  for  the  old. 
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SOMERSET  COUNTY— E.  E.  Pritts. 


In  submitting  this,  my  second  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  of  Somerset  county,  I  do  so  with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  at 
the  thought  of  the  substantial  and  progressive  work  of  teachers  and 
directors  during  the  past  y6ar.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  express  in 
specific  terms  the  progress  made  by  our  public  schools  during  a  cer- 
tain period;  but,  as  a  whole,  our  teachers  have  been  earnest  and  con- 
scientious in  their  work,  wiiile  directors  have  shown  commendable 
zeal  in  building,  furnishing  and  repairing  houses.  In  looking  over 
the  work  of  the  year,  it  is  evident  that  much  has  been  done  to  lift  our 
schools  nearer  to  the  high  ideal  of  those  who  founded  our  present 
system  of  public  schools,  and  we  look  forward  with  confidence  to  their 
continued  advancement. 

Eight  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year;  quite  a  number  re- 
paired, and  seventeen  were  furnished  with  modern  furniture  and  slate 
boards.  From  present  indications,  it  will  be  but  a  short  time  until 
the  entire  county  will  be  supplied  with  good  houses.  Somerset  bor- 
ough completed  one  of  the  finest  and  largest  buildings  in  the  county. 
This  building  is  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  long;  sixty- three  feet  wide; 
contains  ten  school  rooms  and  a  hall  capable  of  seating  at  least  three 
hundred  persons.  It  is  equipped  throughout  with  all  the  modern  im- 
provements. The  total  cost,  including  the  heating  and  sanitary  ap- 
paratus, is  about  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Addison  township  built 
two  houses,  Quemahoning  two,  Lower  Turkeyfoot  two,  and  Elk  Lick 
one;  all  of  which  are  one  room  buildings,  substantially  built,  and  sup- 
plied with  modern  furniture.  I  am  pleased  to  note  that,  in  every  in- 
stance where  a  new  building  was  erected,  the  directors  secured 
grounds  of  sufficient  size  to  afford  school  children  ample  room  for 
play,  thus  avoiding  much  annoyance  to  teachers  and  patrons. 

Of  the  three  hundred  and  four  teachers  employed  in  the  county,  two 
hundred  and  thirty  hold  provisional  certificates;  forty-two  hold  pro- 
fessional certificates;  eight  hold  permanent  certificates;  twenty-two 
are  graduates  of  State  normals,  and  two  are  college  graduates.  In 
the  line  of  experience,  fifty-two  have  had  no  previous  experience,  while 
one  hundred  and  eleven  have  taught  five  or  more  terms,  leaving  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  who  have  taught  from  one  to  five  annual  school 
terms.  Our  teachers  as  a  class  are  earnest  and  progressive,  and  I  am 
gratified  to  find  that  the  demand  for  teachers  of  this  class  is  in- 
creasing throughout  the  county.  The  tendency  to  employ  young  and 
inexperienced  teachers  because  they  can  be  engaged  for  less  money 
has  been  a  very  serious  barrier  to  the  rapid  progress  of  our  schools, 
and  it  can  be  eradicated,  only,  by  the  demand  for  better  qualified 
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teachers  and  more  onicient  work  iu  the  school  room.  Another  favor- 
able indication  is  the  increased  number  of  teachers  retained  in  the 
same  schools,  but  the  number  of  changes  of  teachers  is  still  entirely 
too  huge  to  subserve  tlie  best  interests  of  our  schools. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Somerset,  November  29  to  Decem- 
ber 3,  with  an  enrollment  of  three  hundred  teachers — the  largest  en- 
rollment in  the  hi.story  of  our  institutes.  The  instructors  were  Dr. 
Nathan  C.  SchaelTer,  Dr.  C.  C.  Rounds,  Dr.  Kichard  Parsons,  Prof. 
W.  W.  Deatrick  and  Mrs.  A.  N.  Cameron.  The  evening  attractions 
were  Howard  Saxby,  Dr.  Samuel  P.  Leland,  and  the  New  York  Sym- 
phony Club.  From  the  many  expressions  of  satisfaction  from  the 
teachers  and  others  who  attended  the  institute,  I  have  no  hesitancy 
in  saying  that  it  was  an  entire  success.  This  success  was  due  to  the 
efficient  corps  of  instructors  who  gave  us  a  full  week  of  valuable  in- 
struction. Local  institutes  were  held  regularly  throughout  the 
county.  In  some  instances  several  districts  combined  and  held  a 
joint  institute.  These  meetings  are  growing  in  favor  and  are  one  of 
the  strong  factors  in  the  advancement  of  the  schools  and  the  culture 
of  our  teachers.  They  bring  together  the  teacher  and  parent  for  the 
discussion  of  such  topics  as  directly  or  indirectly  aid  in  the  welfare  of 
the  children  and  the  cause  of  education  in  general.  The  local  and 
county  institutes  give  the  teacher  a  broader  and  more  exalted  view  of 
his  work  and  prove  a  healthful  stimulus  to  all  classes  of  teachers  and 
especially  to  those  whom  no  other  agency  can  reach. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  on  Wednesday,  December  1,  and 
continued  in  session  two  days.  About  sixty  directors  were  enrolled. 
Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer  addressed  the  convention  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon. On  Thursday  afternoon  a  joint  session  of  teachers  and  di- 
rectors was  held  and  probably  produced  more  good  results  than  any 
other  session  of  our  institute. 

Some  progress  was  made  in  establishing  libraries  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts, while  additions  were  made  to  those  already  established.  Al- 
thought  there  is  a  law  on  our  statute  books  which  permits  directors  to 
levy  a  tax  for  this  purpose,  I  have  not  learned  of  a  single  district  in 
w^hich  directors  have  taken  advantage  of  it.  If  we  remember  that  we 
teach  our  children  to  read,  we  cannot  fail  to  see  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
bring  them  in  contact  with  such  literature  as  is  beneficial  and  leaves 
an  influence  for  good.  The}'  will  read  something,  and  if  left  to  them- 
selves will  not  always  read  that  which  is  good  and  above  mediocrity. 
Good  books  placed  within  the  reach  of  the  pupils  would  greatly  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  our  schools. 

Twenty  public  examinations  were  held.  The  examinations  were 
rigid  ard  as  a  result  many  of  the  applicants  failed.  About  five  hun- 
dred applicants  were  examined  and  of  this  number  thirty-five  per  cent, 
failed  to  meet  the  requirements  and  were  rejected.     While  such  a 
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eourse  may  not  increase  the  popularity  of  the  superintendent,  yet, 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  schools,  it  is  necessary  to  bar  out  the  in- 
competent and  thus  relieve  the  directors  from  the  annoyance  and  im- 
portunities of  those  who  would  seek  to  supplant  experienced  teachers. 
All  applicants  who  made  a  general  average  of  90  per  cent,  or  above, 
and  who  possessed  the  required  skill  and  ability  in  teaching,  were 
granted  professional  certificates.  Those  who  made  a  general  average 
of  70  per  cent,  or  less,  were  rejected. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  is  eleven  thousand  five  hundred 
and  forty-eight — an  increase  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  over  last 
year.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  equally  good  throughout  the 
county.  While  but  little  trouble  is  experienced  in  enforcing  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  law,  yet,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  serves  as  a  stimu- 
lus to  more  regular  attendance. 

In  taking  a  retrospective  glance  at  the  work  of  our  schools  for  the 
time  embraced  in  this  report,  I  feel  gratified  and  encouraged  with  the 
progress  we  have  made;  yet,  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  we 
still  have  some  weak  places  along  the  lines  of  our  school  work.  The 
outlook,  however,  is  encouraging.  Our  teachers  are  becoming 
stronger  and  more  efficient  each  year.  The  basis  upon  which  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  State  appropriation  will  be  made  will  aid  our  schools 
very  materially  by  an  increase  of  funds.  Other  factors,  also,  are  at 
work  which  will  prove  beneficial,  and  we  look  forward  with  confidence 
to  the  continued  advancement  of  the  educational  interests  of  our 
county. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  information  and  aid  received  during  the  year,  and  to  the 
teachers,  directors  and  patrons  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy 
extended  to  me  in  the  performance  of  my  official  duties. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— F.  W.  Meylert. 


Educational  Meetings. 

The  county  institute  held  at  Dushore,  December  27-31,  excelled  in  in- 
terest and  permanent  value  any  similar  meeting.  The  (forps  of  in- 
structors included  the  following  well  known  educators:  Dr.  F.  H. 
Green,  West  Chester;  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Lewisburg;  Dr.  M.  G.  Bene- 
dict, State  College;  Dr.  J.  T.  Rothrock,  Harrisburg;  Prof.  C.  M. 
Parker,  Binghamton,  N.  Y.     Evening  lectures  were  given  by  Dr.  Hul- 
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ley,  Dr.  Green  and  Dr.  Kothrock  and  a  highly  enjoyable  conc&rt  by  the 

!New  York  Male  t^iiiiit^'t- 

The  excellence  oi'  this  institute  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  instruc- 
tion given  was  especially  adapted  to  the  needs  of  our  teachers.  Every 
instructor  had  a  message  for  his  hearers  and  the  good  results  of  the 
meeting  were  manifest  in  the  increased  interest  and  eliiciency  of  our 
teachers.  The  three  great  ends  of  an  institute,  instruction,  culture 
and  inspiration,  were  certainly  realized. 

Following  the  plan  adopted  several  years  ago  the  county  was  di- 
vided into  three  local  institute  districts  and  two  institutes  were  held 
in  each  district,  one  previous  to  the  county  institute  and  one  following 
it.  All  but  nine  of  our  teachers  attended  one  or  more  of  these  meet- 
ings. 

The  local  institute  is  a  factor  in  school  work  capable  of  accom- 
plishing much  good.  In  these  meetings  teachers,  directors,  patrons 
and  citizens  in  general  have  an  opportunity  for  confereifce.  All  the 
agencies  in  educational  work  are  here  represented  and  the  possibilites 
for  mutual  assistance  and  co-operation  that  grow  out  of  the  inter- 
change of  ideas  are  valuable.  From  a  live,  local  institute,  well  at- 
tended by  earnest  teachers,  active  directors  and  thoughtful  citizens, 
will  radiate  intiuences  that  insure  progress  along  every  line  of  school 
work.  Every  effort  will  be  put  forth  to  make  the  institutes  of  the 
coming  year  accomplish  much  good  for  the  cause  of  education  in  this 
county. 

School  Terms. 

The  growdng  sentiment  in  favor  of  longer  school  terms  is  gratifying 
to  every  true  friend  of  education.  Forksville,  Fox  and  Shrewsbury 
added  one  month  to  their  term.  Five  districts,  Colley,  Dushore, 
Forksville,  Hillsgrove  and  Laporte  borough  now  have  a  term  of  eight 
months  and  Fox  and  Shrewsbury  a  term  of  seven  months.  In  the  five 
remaining  districts  the  schools  were  open  six  months.  The  average 
length  of  term  for  the  year  ending  June  7, 1897,  was  6.37  months.  The 
3'ear  just  closed  shows  an  average  of  6.55  months.  A  portion  of  the 
large  increase  in  our  appropriation  from  the  State  will  undoubtedly 
be  used  by  our  school  boards  in  increasing  the  school  term.  In  all 
probabilit}'  no  district  in  this  county  will  open  its  schools  for  less  than 
seven  months  next  year.  The  necessary  funds  are  now  available  for 
a  longer  term  and  the  children  are  certainly  entitled  to  the  increased 
advantages.  Can  we  expect  any  person  to  accomplish  satisfactory 
results  by  w'orking  only  half  his  time?  Have  we  any  right  to  think 
that  our  boys  and  girls  can  attend  school  but  half  the  year  and  still 
make  satisfactorj'  progress  in  gaining  an  education?  The  average 
term  in  the  State  is  7.92  months  and  every  surrounding  county  offers 
its  children  a  longer  average  term  than  ours.  These  are  facts  for  our 
thoughtful  consideration. 
9-6-98 
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School  Libraries. 

During  the  past  two  years  we  have  made  an  excellent  beginning  in 
establishing  school  libraries.  Through  the  efforts  of  teachers  and 
pupils  considerable  money  has  been  raised  by  school  entertainments 
and  by  subscriptions  for  this  purpose.  The  schools  at  Bernice;  Du- 
shore,  Forksville,  Hillsgrove  and  Lopez  have  each  a  carefully  selected 
collection  of  books.  The  act  of  June  28,  1895,  empowers  directors  to 
levy  a  tax  not  exceeding  one  mill  for  the  purchase,  improvement  and 
maintenance  of  a  school  library.  We  are  glad  to  note  that  some  of 
our  school  boards  have  generously  assisted  the  teachers  in  their 
efforts  in  this  direction  and  have  appropriated  funds  to  assist  in  the 
purchase  of  books. 

The  time  has  come  for  more  determined  efforts  in  supplying  suitable 
reading  matter  for  our  young  people.  In  this  work  the  teachers  must 
be  the  leaders.  To  them  belongs  the  privilege  of  unfolding  to  their 
pupils  something  of  the  wealth  and  beauty  of  our  literature.  The 
teacher  who  fails  to  give  his  pupils  a  thirst  for  good  reading  neglects 
one  of  his  greatest  opportunities  for  usefulness.  Every  teacher 
should  be  a  person  of  literary  culture.  He  should  fully  realize  the  re- 
fining influences  of  good  books  and  their  value  in  developing  the  intel- 
lectual and  moral  life  of  a  people,  and  his  understanding,  apprecia- 
tion and  enthusiasm  will  awaken  an  abiding  interest  on  the  part  of  his 
pupils.  A  dozen  good  books  in  a  school  in  charge  of  a  thoroughly 
competent  teacher  may  furnish  the  inspiration  that  will  ultimately 
lead  to  the  highest  development  of  literary  tastes  and  powers.  May 
the  coming  year  witness  much  progress  in  placing  good  books  in  our 
schools. 

Teachers'  Salaries. 

The  average  salary  of  male  teachers  for  the  j^ear  just  closed  was 
f33.79  and  of  female  teachers,  S27.14.  These  figures  show  an  increase 
in  the  salaries  of  male  teachers  of  .fl.84  and  in  the  salaries  of  female 
teachers  of  |0.35.  The  statistical  tables  herein  contained  show  the 
salary  each  teacher  received  and  also  the  average  salary  paid  by  each 
school  district.  From  them  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  salaries  in  the 
one-room  schools  range  from  .^22.00  to  |35.00  per  month;  in  graded 
schools  from  |2.5.00  to  |64.00. 

In  a  few  districts  salaries  were  based  upon  the  grade  of  certificate 
held.  This  we  believe  to  be  an  excellent  plan  as  by  it  our  more  pro- 
gressive teachers  are  both  encouraged  and  rewarded.  In  almost 
every  line  of  work  remuneration  is  based  upon  the  skill,  experience 
and  ability  of  the  workman  and  the  ease  or  difficulty  of  the  labor  to 
be  performed.  It  would  seem  only  just  that  the  same  principle  should 
govern  in  determining  teachers'  salaries.     One  great  incentive  to  a 
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more  thorough  preparation  for  the  work  of  teaching  is  lost  when  it  is 
seen  that  superior  scholarship,  recognized  skill  and  successful  ex- 
perience receive  no  higher  reward  than  limited  ability  and  inex- 
perienced service.  The  proper  grading  of  salaries  is  a  difficult  prob- 
lem but  one  that  ought  not  longer  to  be  neglected.  A  few  minor  ob- 
jections will  be  found  in  almost  any  system  adopted.  The  customary 
practice,  however,  of  paying  every  teacher  the  same  salary  regardless 
of  his  qualifications  or  fitness  or  of  the  character  of  the  work  to  be 
done  is  not  only  unjust,  but  it  furnishes  no  encouragement  to  teachers 
to  properly  qualify  themselves  for  their  work  and  is  therefore  unwise 
and  unprogressive.  Merit  should  be  recognized  and  rewarded  in  all 
lines  of  work  and  the  tried  and  proved  teacher  should  not  be  an  ex- 
ception to  the  rule. 

School  Records. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  thus  far  the  State  has  made  no 
provision  by  appropriate  legislation  for  the  preservation  of  school 
records.  The  result  is  that  information  concerning  the  founding, 
growth  and  development  of  the  schools  of  this  county  is  very  meager. 
After  much  effort  a  complete  file  of  the  Reports  of  tke  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Instruction  issued  since  the  passage  of  the  general 
school  law  of  1854  has  been  secured  for  the  superintendent's  office. 
The  county  reports  therein  contained,  constitute  almost  the  only 
record  of  school  work  in  this  county.  No  record  whatever  of  efforts 
made  previous  to  1854  can  be  found.  In  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  June  8,  1891,  the  county  commissioners  have  pro- 
vided suitable  rooms  for  the  preservation  and  safe  keeping  of  all 
school  records,  books  and  documents.  Now  that  a  suitable  place  for 
the  purpose  has  been  provided  our  districts  should  collect  whatever 
school  records  may  be  found  and  forward  them  to  the  county  superin- 
tendent for  filing.  Teachers'  report  books,  secretaries'  minute  books, 
account  books,  and  other  records  should  in  this  way  be  preserved. 

State  Appropriation. 

The  new  law  for  the  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation  largely 
increases  our  revenues.  By  its  provisions  our  county's  share  of  State 
funds  is  increased  about  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent.  Two  dis- 
tricts, DuShore  and  Millsgrove,  do  not  profit  by  the  new  law.  In  all 
the  others  there  is  a  substantial  gain  ranging  from  ten  per  cent,  to 
ninety  per  cent. 

The  passage  of  the  law  was  a  triumph  for  the  rural  counties  of  the 
State.  It  takes  the  money  from  the  cities  and  large  towns  and  places 
it  in  the  country  districts  where  State  aid  is  needed  most.  It  was  the 
clear  intention  of  the  Legislature  that  the  increased  amount  should 
be  used  to  lengthen  school  terms  and,  by  increasing  salaries,  enable  dis- 
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tricts  to  secure  only  efificient  teachers.  If  used  for  these  purposes 
there  need  be  no  fear  of  a  repeal  of  the  law.  But  if  used  simply  to 
lower  taxes  or  if  squandered  in  making  glad  the  heart  of  the  "relief 
map  man,  the  chart  agent,  the  globe  seller  and  the  block  peddler" 
future  legislatures  will  be  justified  in  adopting  a  different  mode  of  dis- 
tribution. 

Summer  Normal  School. 

The  cause  of  education  in  this  county  will  receive  great  aid  from 
the  establishment  of  the  LaPorte  Normal  School.  The  members  of 
the  advisory  board  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  having  secured  the 
services  of  Prof.  J.  W.  Moyer  and  Dr.  Geo.  F.  Stradling,  two  leading 
Philadelphia  teachers,  as  principals.  Both  have  had  marked  success 
in  this  line  of  work  and  enjoy  the  highest  confidence  of  our  teachers 
and  citizens.  Under  their  supervision  the  school  gives  great  promise 
of  usefulness.  The  course  of  study  has  been  carefully  arranged  to 
meet  the  especial  needs  of  our  teachers  and  prospective  teachers,  and 
the  whole  aim  of  the  school  will  be  to  develop  sound  scholarship  and 
skill  in  teaching.  The  normal  institute  for  many  years  did  a  valu- 
able service  in  preparing  teachers  for  their  work,  but  its  limitations 
were  too  great  to  meet  the  demands  of  to-day.  The  Normal  School 
offers  vastly  increased  opportunities  for  advancement  to  all  who  are, 
or  expect  to  be  engaged  in  the  work  of  teaching.  A  corps  of  in- 
structors makes  the  proper  classification  and  grading  of  students  pos- 
sible, while  the  enlargement  of  the  course  of  study  will  enable  pupils 
to  take  up  advanced  work  in  the  higher  branches.  Among  the  forces 
at  work  for  the  advancement  of  education  in  this  county  none  can 
I^rove  of  greater  value  than  the  Normal  School.  The  term  commences 
July  6,  and  continues  six  weeks. 

Teachers. 

Comparison  with  past  reports  shows  that  the  percentage  of  teachers 
holding  the  higher  grades  of  certificates  is  greater  than  during  any 
previous  year.  This  is  certainly  encouraging.  It  indicates  that 
many  of  our  teachers  have  been  fitting  themselves  for  more  effective 
work,  and  that  directors  are  realizing  the  value  of  skillful  service  in 
the  school  room.  The  efforts  tliat  some  of  our  teachers  are  making 
in  the  way  of  preparation  are  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation. 
Many  of  them  are  spending  a  large  share  of  their  earnings  in  qualify- 
ing themselves  for  more  effective  service. 

In  a  few  of  our  graded  schools  teachers  have  found  it  impossible 
to  do  satisfactory  work  owing  to  the  large  enrollment.  The  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  grade  at  Dushore,  Lopez,  LaPorte,  Sonestown, 
Muncy  Valley  and  Hillsgrove  would  very  greatly  facilitate  the  work 
in  each  of  these  schools  and  would  very  materially  increase  their  effi 
ciencv. 
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Kefereuec  to  the  tabic  upon  the  luuith  page  of  this  report  shows 
that  seven  of  our  teachers  during  the  past  year  were  without  previous 
experieuce,  tliat  forty-nine  had  taught  less  than  live  years  and  that 
only  thirty-eight  had  taught  live  years  or  more.  The  question  of  re- 
taining teachers  who  have  both  requisite  qualifications  and  successful 
experience  is  a  most  important  one.  The  average  teacher  devotes 
less  than  five  years  to  this  service.  If  the  average  lawyer,  physician, 
architect  or  mechanic  remained  in  service  only  five  years  we  would 
not  look  for  the  development  of  his  best  powers  and  possibilities.  Can 
w«;  reasonably  expect  a  high  degree  of  proficiency  in  any  profession  or 
trade  without  adequate  experience?  The  schools  of  this  county  suffer 
great  loss  owing  to  our  failure  to  offer  our  most  competent  and  pro- 
gressive teachers  such  inducement  as  will  enable  them  to  remain  in 
school  work. 

The  employment  of  teachers  is  the  most  important  work  entrusted 
to  the  school  board.  A  mistake  here  is  far-reaching  in  its  effects, 
baneful  in  its  influences  and  can  never  be  rectified.  It  subtracts  from 
the  life  of  the  pupil  and  ultimately  impairs  the  power  and  usefulness 
of  the  man  or  woman. 

The  Outlook. 

There  is  encouragement  for  every  person  who  feels  an  interest  in 
our  schools  in  the  evidences  of  progress  that  are  visible  in  educa- 
tional work  in  this  county.  Recent  legislation  has  all  been  beneficial. 
Institutes  and  other  educational  meetings  have  greatly  strengthened 
public  sentiment  in  demanding  better  schools.  Directors  are  seeking 
teachers  who  can  inspire  as  well  as  instruct.  In  consequence  of  this 
demand  more  of  our  teachers  are  in  attendance  at  professional  schools 
seeking  higher  qualifications  than  ever  before.  The  township  high 
school  and  the  establishment  of  graded  schools  at  central  points,  are 
questions  being  earnestly  discussed  by  school  boards  and  citizens. 
The  foundation  principle  that  schools  exist  for  the  children,  and  in 
their  management  every  other  consideration  must  be  cast  aside  is  be- 
ing more  generally  recognized. 

Conclusion. 

In  submitting  this  report  I  desire  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to 
the  teachers  for  their  courtesy  and  consideration,  to  the  directors  for 
their  encouragement  and  co-operation,  to  the  citizens  generally  for 
their  generous  hospitality,  to  the  county  papers  for  their  many  favors 
in  carrying  on  the  work,  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  instruction 
for  its  counsel  and  support. 
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SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Chas.  E.  Moxley. 


Every  successful  business  man  at  the  close  of  each  year  of  business, 
takes  an  inventory,  posts  his  books,  and  strikes  a  balance  that  he  may 
know  his  gain  or  loss,  and  the  better  to  plan  the  business  for  the  com- 
ing year. 

So  I  suppose  we,  who  are  in  a  certain  sense  the  guardians  of  the 
public  schools  of  our  State,  are  expected  to  review  in  brief  the  year's 
work,  note  the  failures  and  to  profit  thereby. 

In  submitting  this,  my  second  annual  report  to  the  Department,  I 
note  with  pleasure  the  fact  that  the  work  throughout  the  county  has 
been  successful,  only  a  few  failures,  and  with  a  stronger  public  sen- 
timent in  favor  of  good  schools. 

We  have  thought,  planned  and  worked  together,  with  the  single 
purpose  in  view:  that  of  advancing  the  educational  interests  of  our 
schools,  that  they  might  become  more  efficient,  that  the  per  cent,  of 
failures  might  be  reduced,  and  that  the  entire  school  work  might  com- 
pare favorably  with  the  most  advanced  counties  of  the  State. 

In  several  districts  the  work  was  seriously  hindered,  on  account  of 
severe  epidemics  of  measles,  necessitating  the  closing  of  many  schools, 
and  lowering  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  in  others. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  County  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  Hallstead,  September  17-18.  Deputy  State  Superin- 
tendent Henry  Houck,  delivered  one  of  his  popular  lectures  to  a  large 
and  very  appreciate  audience.  The  second  meeting  was  held  in 
Montrose,  January  29-30.  Dr.  J.  T.  Rothrock  of  Harrisburg  lectured 
on  "Beautiful  Pennsylvania,"  a  very  instructive  and  entertaining 
lecture. 

These  meetings  were  largely  attended.  The  association  is  yet  in 
its  infancy,  but  remarkably  healthy  and  growing.  It  has  more  than 
met  the  expectation  of  its  warmest  supporter,  and  has  before  it  a 
career  of  usefulness  for  the  cause  of  popular  education  in  this  county. 
The  association  undertook  the  publication  of  an  educational  paper, 
called  "The  Sus(iuehanna  County  Educator,"  a  sixteen  page  paper 
published  monthly,  with  the  exception  of  July  and  August.  A  copy 
of  The  Educator  is  sent  to  every  teacher  and  director  in  the  county. 
I  am  pleased  to  know  that  the  new  publication  has  been  very  favor- 
ably received,  and  has  been  the  means  of  awakening  all,  directors  as 
well  as  teachers  to  more  earnest  work. 

The  course  of  professional  reading,  adopted  at  county  institute,  has 
been  outlined  each  month  in  the  Educator,  and  the  reading  of  each 
previous  month  carefully  reviewed.  Many  of  the  addresses  and 
papers  that  were  given  before  the  institute,  have  been  published  in 
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full,  together  with  inuch  other  matter  pertaining  to  school  work.  It 
gives  an  opportunity  for  the  superintendent  to  come  in  close  touch 
with  the  school  work  in  all  parts  of  the  county.  The  committee  of 
publication  have  been  ably  assisted  by  others  who  have  endeavored 
to  make  the  paper  entertaining  as  well  as  instructive. 

The  thirtieth  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was  held  in 
Montrose,  October  17-22.  No  eliort  was  spared,  with  the  limited 
means  at  hand,  to  make  it  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county,  and 
judging  from  the  kind  and  encouraging  words,  our  hope  was  fully 
realized.  The  enrollment  was  337,  the  largest  ever  recorded  in  the 
county. 

The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  M.  G.  Benedict, 
Dr.  J.  W.  Redway,  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Dr.  J.  P.  Welsh,  Prof.  Geo.  W. 
Twitmyer,  Prof.  F.  H.  Green,  Prof.  B.  E.  James.  The  evening  attrac- 
tions as  follows:  Rev.  Thos.  Dixon,  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  The  Lyric 
Ladies  and  Prof.  Thos.  H.  Dinsmore. 

The  County  Directors'  Asosciation  was  organized  October  21,  at 
Montrose,  and  was  addressed  in  the  forenoon  by  Supt.  N.  C.  Schaeffer. 
The  attendance  was  large,  nearly  every  district  was  represented  by 
one  or  more  members. 

The  following  constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted: 

Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the  Directors'  Association. 

Article  I. 

This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  Susquehanna  County 
School  Directors'  Association  and  shall  have  for  its  object,  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  management,  supervision  and  equipment  of  the 
county  schools. 

Article  II. 

This  association  shall  consist  of  the  directors  and  county  superin- 
tendent of  the  county. 

Article  III. 

The  officers  of  this  association  shall  be  a  president,  a  vice  president 
a  secretary,  a  treasurer  and  an  executive  committee  of  three,  of  which 
the  county  superintendent  shall  be  a  member  ex-offlcio  and  shall  hold 
their  office  one  year  or  until  their  successors  are  elected. 

Article  IV. 

The  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  Thursday  of  the  week  and  at  the 
place  where  the  county  institute  shall  be  in  session. 

Article  V. 

The  expenses  of  the  association  shall  be  met  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tion of  its  members. 
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Article  VI. 

The  president  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  association  and 
perform  such  duties  as  usually  devolve  upon  such  officer. 

Article  VII. 
The  vice  president  shall  preside  in  the  absence  of  the  president. 

Article  VIII. 

The  secretary  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  business  transacted  and 
record   it  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Article  IX. 

The  treasurer  shall  keep  a  true  and  accurate  account  of  all  monies 
received  and  expended  and  make  a  report  at  each  meeting. 

Article  X. 

The  executive  committee  shall  prepare  a  programme  for  each  an- 
nual meeting  and  perform  such  other  business  as  usually  devolve 
upon  such  committee. 

Article  XI. 

The  order  of  business  shall  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  presiding 
officer. 

Article  XII. 

Five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

Article  XIII. 

This  constitution  and  by  laws  can  be  amended  by  a  majority  vote  of 
all  the  members  present. 

Article  XIV. 

No  money  shall  be  paid  out  by  the  treasurer  except  upon  an  order 
from  the  secretary,  signed  by  the  president. 

The  Officers  of  the  Association. 

President,  C.  C.  Pratt,  Esq.,  New  Milford. 

Vice  President,  Jas.  E,  Curtis,  Jackson. 

Secretary,  O.  A.  Gilbert,  Montrose. 

Treasurer,  E.  B,  Beardslee,  liittle  Meadows. 

Executive  commitee,  W.  S.  Sophia,  Harford;  D.  A.  Titsworth,  Mont- 
rose; Chas.  E.  Moxley,  Hallstead. 

Able  papers  had  been  prepared  by  several  directors  and  were  read 
in  the  presence  of  the  teachers  and  directors.  The  following  were  the 
subjects:  ''What  Are  We  For,"  F.  E.  Barron;  "Watching  the  Tend- 
rils," W.  S.    Sophia;    "Method  in    Directors    Work,"    Hon.  E.    B. 
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Heardslee;  "True  and  False  Economy,"  F.  A.  Da  vies;  "Schools  from 
a  Director's  Standpoint,"  C.  C.  Pratt,  Es(i;  "Epidemics  in  School,"  Dr. 
E.  K.  Gardner;  "Some  Guiding  Principles  iu  the  Selection  of 
Teachers,"  Jos.  E.  Curtis.  Prof.  Geo.  W.  Twitmyer  followed  by  an 
address  to  teachers  and  directors. 

The  new  organization  had  a  very  successful  beginning  and  starts 
on  a  career  of  usefulness.  Plans  are  being  considered  to  make  the 
next  meeting  an  eventful  one  in  every  way. 

The  local  institutes  were  very  successful  as  a  rule.  The  county  was 
divided  into  fourteen  institute  districts,  a  chairman  and  committee 
appointed  in  each  district.  The  work  of  the  local  institutes  differed 
somewhat  from  those  of  former  ones  iu  that  they  were  more  local. 

The  Susquehanna  County  Summer  Normal  was  perhaps  the  most 
eventful  meeting  of  teachers  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  session 
opened  May  23,  and  continued  until  June  17.  Among  the  instructors 
from  abroad  were  Deputy  Superintendent  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  M.  G. 
Benedict,  Superintendent  Jas.  Coughlin,  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey, 
assisted  by  many  of  our  county  teachers.     The  enrollment  was  137. 

The  work  was  a  thorough  review  of  the  subjects  taught  in  the 
common  schools,  together  with  high  school  subjects,  psy- 
chology-, pedagogy  and  primary  methods.  The  Summer  Normal  will 
give  the  county  one  of  the  greatest  educational  up-lif  ts  it  has  ever  had. 

The  following  editorial  will  show  the  opinion  of  the  press  of  the 
county  in  regard  to  the  Summer  Normal. 


Our  Summer  Normal. 

"As  last  week's  issue  was  leaving  the  press  there  were  being  enacted 
in  the  spacious  rooms  of  the  Montrose  High  School  the  closing  scenes 
of  the  initial  term  of  that  new  means  of  higher  education,  that  new  Sus- 
quehanna county  institution — "The  Susquehanna  County  Summer  Nor- 
mal." For  a  month  the  teachers  of  the  county  had  become  scholars. 
They  had  sat  at  the  feet  of  masters  competent  to  instruct  them,  and 
studied  with  avidity  along  the  lines  of  a  thoroughly  practical  course, 
to  the  end  that  their  own  mentality  might  receive  invigoration  and 
added  treasure,  and  that  they  might  emerge  from  this  season  of  dis- 
cipline, study  and  development  with  new  inspirations  and  higher  am- 
bitions in  their  noble  profession,  and  be  better  equipped  to  impart  their 
acquired  knowledge  to  the  eager  and  receptive  minds  of  their  pupils. 

That  the  school  was  a  success  in  every  particular  is  the  universal 
verdict  of  those  who  are  qualified  to  judge,  viz.,  the  faculty,  the 
students  and  the  people  of  Montrose.  It  was  a  new  thing — an  experi- 
ment— and,  like  an  infant,  its  future  was  problematical.  The  rough 
edges  of  its  newness  have  already  given  place  to  the  rounded  sym- 
metry of  the  matured  idea,  the  experimental  stage  of  its  existence  is 
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already  passed  and,  though  yet  in  its  infancy  as  to  age,  its  future  as  a 
fixed  educational  institution  is  assured. 

The  magnificent  outcome  of  the  school's  first  term  vindicates  the 
good  judgment  of  the  gentlemen  with  whom  the  idea  of  its  founda- 
tion originated;  they  recognized  the  need,  they  saw  the  opportunity 
and  they  unhesitatingly  assumed  the  responsibility,  laid  their  plans 
with  masterful  skill  and  carried  them  into  effect.  There  was  a  deal  of 
hard  work  and  painstaking  care  necessary  to  accomplish  the  success- 
ful establishment  of  the  school,  but  the  efforts  of  Superintendent  Mox- 
ley.  Professor  James  and  the  others,  were  rewarded  by  a  hearty  re- 
sponse on  the  part  of  the  county  teachers,  who  from  first  to  last 
evinced  a  spirit  of  loyal  co-operation  with  the  school's  promoters. 

The  membership  this  year  was  large,  far  exceeding  the  most  san- 
guine expectations,  but  next  year  it  will  be  larger.  It  is  bound  to  be 
larger,  for  "Nothing  succeeds  like  success"  and  so  very  successful  an 
affair  as  was  the  Montrose  Summer  Normal  is  sure  to  grow.  Here- 
after a  teacher  that  does  not  attend  will  not  be  considered  as  quite  "up 
to  date,"  and  one  will  no  sooner  think  of  missing  the  normal  than  he 
would  the  county  institute. 

The  cause  of  education  is  strongly  entrenched  in  the  affections  of 
the  people  of  Susquehanna  county  and  knowing  this  we  feel  war- 
ranted in  assuring  those  upon  whom  was  laid  the  burden  of  making 
the  normal  an  accomplished  fact,  that  they  have  won  the  lasting  grati- 
tude of  our  people  for  having  raised  the  standard  of  education  "One 
Step  Higher." 

We  look  forward  for  a  prosperous  year.  Plans  are  being  formed 
whereby  the  rural  school  may  receive  a  touch  of  enthusiasm,  and  lay 
the  foundation  for  broader  and  better  work.  The  plan  to  examine 
all  the  advance  pupils  with  a  view  of  township  graduation  will  be 
tried  next  spring.  A  uniform  course  of  study  has  been  recommended 
to  school  boards,  but  they  have  been  slow  to  see  the  real  benefits  to 
be  derived  by  the  adoption  of  such  a  course.  Harford  township  was 
the  first  to  make  the  adoption. 

There  are  other  subjects  that  could  very  properly  come  under  a  re- 
port of  this  kind  if  space  would  permit,  but  the  most  I  can  do  is  to 
hint  at  the  more  important. 

I  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  an  indulgent  public,  a  loyal  county 
press  and  the  more  than  three  hundred  earnest  teachers,  all  of  which 
have  stood  by  me  in  my  efforts  to  advance  the  educational  interests 
of  our  county.  The  State  Department  have  extended  to  me  many 
courtesies  for  which  I  extend  my  thanks,  and  hope,  I  may  retain  the 
full  confidence  of  all. 
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TIOGA  COUNTY— H.  E.  Raesly. 


While  the  continued  stringency  of  the  times  has  had  a  depressing 
influence  upon  the  school  interests  of  the  county  in  general,  yet  a  ret- 
rospective view  of  the  work  accomplished  during  the  year  just  closed 
reveals  a  slight  forward  movement  along  various  lines.  Four  new 
schools  were  established,  nine  new  houses  were  built,  more  than  the 
usual  number  of  rooms  were  supplied  with  suitable  furniture,  and  six 
districts  each  added  a  month  to  their  annual  school  term.  The  aver- 
age length  of  term  during  which  the  schools  were  in  session  was  eight 
and  one-fifth  months  for  the  borough  districts,  and  nearly  seven  and 
one-third  months  for  the  township  districts.  In  but  six  districts — one 
borough  and  five  townships,  including  fifty-eight  schools  out  of  a 
total  of  three  hundred  seventy-eight  for  the  county — did  the  minimum 
term  of  six  months  prevail. 

Considerable  attention  was  given  to  the  establishment  of  school  li- 
braries. Through  the  efforts  of  some  teachers,  mainly  in  the  rural 
districts,  much  interest  was  aroused  in  this  subject,  and  a  number  of 
schools  were  supplied  with  at  least  the  nucleus  of  a  good  library.  To 
aid  and  guide  teachers  in  the  selection  of  books,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed at  the  mid-winter  meeting  of  the  County  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion to  recommend  a  list  of  books  suitable  for  such  libraries.  A 
printed  copy  of  the  report  of  this  committee  was  subsequently  sent  to 
every  teacher  in  the  county  with  a  request  that  the  work  so  well  begun 
be  continued  during  the  current  school  year. 

Thirty-five  per  cent  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  normal  school 
graduates,  and  of  the  whole  number  employed  comparatively  few  were 
without  professional  training  of  some  sort.  In  spite  of  a  few  failures, 
the  great  majority  of  them  did  good,  honest,  thorough  and  successful 
work.  Owing  to  favorable  conditions,  and  to  the  fact  that  the 
teachers  are  selected  with  more  care,  the  character  of  the  work  done 
in  most  of  the  graded  schools  was  exceptionally  good.  It  is  also  true 
that  many  of  the  most  self-sacrificing,  most  sympathetic  and  most 
earnest  teachers  were  found  in  the  rural  schools.  They  did  good 
work,  but  they  did  not  do  their  best  work,  simply  because  they  were 
not  fully  contented  with  their  positions.  Many  excellent  teachers  ac- 
cept positions  in  the  rural  schools  because  there  are  no  places  vacant 
for  them  in  the  graded  schools,  and  much  of  their  energy  which  should 
be  used  in  their  teaching  is  expended  in  a  weary  search  for  places 
where  the  terms  are  longer  and  the  salaries  better.  In  the  good  time 
coming,  when  the  rural  school  teacher  will  have  employment  for  nine 
months  of  the  year,  when  she  will  receive  for  the  same  grade  of  work 
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an  equal  salary  with  the  borough  school  teacher,  when  a  place  in  the 
rural  schuol  will  be  just  as  desirable  as  a  place  in  the  graded  school, 
and  when  teaching  will  be  honored  and  respected  as  a  profession  in 
the  ungraded  school  as  it  is  in  the  best  graded  school,  then  may  we  ex- 
jject  to  see  the  rural  schools  compete  successfully  with  the  schools  of 
the  cities  and  boroughs  where  the  most  favorable  conditions  for  thor- 
ough work  now  obtain. 

The  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  July  15, 1897,  will  result  greatly  to  the  advant- 
age of  the  townshij)  districts  and  correspondingly  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  borough  districts.  Tioga  county's  appropriation  will  be  in- 
creased |!6,508.16,  and  the  township  districts  (excepting  Duncan,  Elk 
and  Westfield,  in  each  of  which  there  will  be  a  slight  decrease)  will 
receive  •^7,323.56  more  for  the  year  189S  than  was  received  for  the 
year  1807 — an  average  of  nearly  twenty-seven  dollars  more  for  each 
school.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  these  districts  will  at  least  give 
their  teachers  and  schools  the  benefit  of  this  increased  appropriation. 

Several  districts  adopted  the  plan  of  closing  the  small  schools  and 
of  transporting  the  pupils  to  adjacent  schools.  Other  districts  with 
small  schools  will  doubtless  adopt  the  same  policy  during  the  current 
year.  The  compulsory  law  had  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  general 
school  attendance  of  the  count}',  yet  we  are  sorry  to  report  that  it 
failed  to  accomplish  all  its  many  friends  expected  of  it.  In  some  dis- 
tricts its  provisions  were  fully  and  successfully  carried  out,  w^hile  in 
others  they  were  practically  a  dead  letter.  In  the  latter  the  secre- 
taries either  neglected  to  furnish  the  teachers  with  lists  of  the  children 
who  were  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  or  paid  little  or  no  at- 
tention to  the  official  monthly  reports  of  the  teachers.  We  most  re- 
spectfully urge  directors  to  give  this  subject  more  careful  attention  in 
the  future. 

The  usual  local  institutes,  and  three  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  As- 
sociation were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county  throughout  the 
year.  The  annual  county  institute  was  held  at  Wellsboro  during  the 
week  beginning  October  25.  It  was  well  attended,  and  all  its  sessions 
were  marked  with  an  unusual  degree  of  interest.  The  leading  in- 
structors were  Hon,  Henry  Houck,  Miss  Lelia  E.  Patridge,  Dr.  Martin 
G.  Benedict,  Prof.  F.  H.  Green  and  Dr.  G.  G.  Groff.  The  County  Di- 
rectors' Association  held  its  annual  session  on  Wednesday  of  the  in- 
stitute week. 

In  submitting  this  report  I  desire  to  thank  all  who  have  in  any  wav 
contributed  to  the  advancement  of  the  educational  interests  of  tlif^ 
countv. 
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UNION  COUNTY— D.  I\  Stapleton. 


The  schools  of  Union  county  have  shown  marked  progress  diiriiij^ 
the  past  year.  Our  teachers  have  been  faithful,  isulustrious,  pro- 
gressive workers  in  training  and  rearing  boys  and  girls  for  future 
manhood  and  womanhood.  The  superintendent  has  had  the  fullest 
support  of  teachers,  directors  and  parents  who  endeavored  to  make 
the  work  of  directing,  supervising  and  leading  a  pleasant  duty. 

Fifteen  public,  and  at  the  request  of  the  school  boards,  a  few  private 
examinations,  were  held  with  117  applicants,  a  number  of  whom  were 
rejected.  All  teachers  holding  professional  certificates  were  also  re- 
quired to  be  examined  in  civil  government. 

All  the  schools  of  I^nion  counLy  were  visited  twice  and  many  oft- 
ener,  in  all,  255  visits.  Number  of  citizens  met  in  the  school  room, 
211.     Edncational  meetings  attended,  17. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  find  so  large  a  number  of 
directors,  as  boards,  accompany  the  superintendent  on  his  visitations 
to  schools.  The  greatest  good  has  been  derived  from  these  pleasant 
and  friendly  visitations.  Directors  have  always  shown  themselves 
w'illing  on  such  occasions  to  act  on  any  reasonable  request  of  the  su- 
perintendent. Tlie  work  of  the  teachers  and  the  work  of  the  schools 
become  vividly  marked  to  the  directors  who  relinquish  no  interest  for 
the  local  school,  but  are  aroused  to  an  interest  and  pride  in  all  the 
schools  of  the  township. 

The  last  vestige  of  the  old  wooden  desk  has  now  given  place  to  the 
more  modern  style  of  the  patent  furniture  in  every  school  room  in  the 
county.  Many  school  boards  continue  to  replace  the  wooden  black- 
boards with  preferable  slate  boards.  Much  needed  school  apparatus 
has  been  supplied  at  a  reasonable  price. 

The  interest  taken  and  the  enthusiasm  displayed  by  the  teachers 
along  educational  lines  of  imjirovement  for  the  district  and  for  them- 
selves has  been  very  encouraging. 

The  large  number  of  local  institutes,  educational  meetings  and  de- 
bating clubs  attest  the  interest  felt  in  the  several  districts.  The  Union 
County  Teachers'  Association  continues  to  be  an  educational  force 
which  has  drawn  two-thirds  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  to  its  meet- 
ings. 

The  county  institute  has  maintained  its  high  standard  both  in  re- 
gard to  instruction  and  interest.  At  the  first  roll  call  all  the  teachers 
of  the  county  were  present. 

This  interest  was  manifest  during  the  week  and  was  felt  very  pre- 
ceptibly  in  the  many  school  rooms,  as  seen  by  the  superintendent. 
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Miss  Lelia  Patridge,  Miss  Louisa  Connolly,  Prof.  G.  T.  Cooper,  Dr. 
G.  M.  Philips,  Prof.  B.  R.  Johnson,  Prof.  I.  D.  Gresh  and  Deputy  J.  Q. 
Stuart  were  among  the  instructors. 

Jas.  C.  Bryson,  Calvin  M.  Sanders,  W.  C.  Burns,  Jr.,  A.  W.  Johnson, 
Jno.  W.  Kling  and  Miss  Elsie  Wilson  presented  papers  for  discussion. 

Rev.  Miles  O.  Noll,  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Miss  Louise  Connolly,  Lu  B. 
and  Ella  June  Meade  Cake  spoke  to,  and  entertained  large  audiences 
each  evening.  The  directors'  county  convention  held  in  the  new  and 
commodious  high  school  building  of  Lewisburg,  on  Thursday,  De- 
cember 30,  was  the  largest  in  attendance  since  its  organization.  The 
meeting  was  conducted  with  interest  and  dispatch,  under  Capt.  J.  V. 
Miller,  president,  and  Dr.  H.  C.  Brown,  secretary.  School  legislation 
and  other  kindred  topics  of  importance  were  discussed.  Hon.  J.  Q. 
Stuart,  delivered  a  very  spirited  and  pointed  address,  which  has  al- 
ready born  fruit. 

Miss  Lelia  Patridge,  Miss  Louisa  Connolly  and  Dr.  G.  G.  Groff  also 
addressed  the  convention. 

The  teachers  returned  to  their  respective  school  rooms  filled  with 
encouragement,  enthusiasm  and  clearer  duties  in  endeavoring  to  fill 
more  acceptably  the  duties  devolving  upon  them  in  training  for  home, 
for  God  and  for  our  country's  welfare. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  a  feeling  of  gratitude  to  the  press, 
the  teachers,  directors  and  all  who  so  kindly  aided  in  elevating  the 
educational  standard  of  our  countv. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— John  F.  Bigler. 


Continued  growth  and  progress  have  characterized  the  w^ork  of  the 
past  year  in  every  department  of  our  school  work. 

Our  county  institute  was  all  we  could  expect.  It  certainly  met  the 
approbation  of  the  friends  of  education  throughout  the  county.  Our 
local  institutes  continue  to  grow  in  interest  and  favor.  There  were 
sixteen  held  during  the  year  and  with  great  success.  Monthly  in- 
stitutes were  held  in  nearly  every  district.  These  are  especially  for 
the  mutual  benefit  of  the  teachers. 

Five  years  ago  a  Directors'  Association  was  organized,  and  since 
that  time  the  association  has  held  conventions  twice  a  year.  These 
meetings  are  fairly  well  attended.  The  essays,  papers,  addresses  and 
discussions  are  excellent.  We  are  satisfied  that  the  Directors'  As- 
sociation is  a  potent  factor  in  our  school  system. 
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Sugar  Creek  district  organized  a  township  high  school  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  We  now  have  three  well  sustained  township 
liigli  schools,  all  doing  creditable  work.  We  hope  for  an  appropria- 
tion from  the  State  to  encourage  and  help  on  in  this,  the  greatest  ad- 
vancement in  our  public  school  system  since  its  inauguration. 

One  of  our  districts  gave  its  pupils  the  advantage  of  regular  in- 
struction in  music  by  a  special  teacher.  On  investigation  we  find  that 
great  advancement  was  made  by  the  schools  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
voice  and  the  ability  to  read  music  at  sight.  Let  us  have  more  music 
in  the  public  schools. 

The  interest  in  school  libraries  does  not  abate.  We  added  twenty- 
five  the  past  year.  We  have  now  at  least  one  hundred  twenty-five 
good  libraries  which  contain  the  very  choicest  literature.  No  care 
nor  means  were  spared  in  the  selection  of  books,  in  order  that  the  taste 
and  elevation  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  our  county  might  be  advanced. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  our  directors  would  expend  more  for  libraries 
and  less  for  blocks,  charts  and  expensive  globes,  the  interests  of  the 
common  schools  would  be  better  conserved. 

The  course  of  study  in  our  county  is  in  nearly  every  district  and 
works  well.  About  seventy-five  pupils  were  graduated  this  year  and 
granted  diplomas.  The  completion  of  the  course  of  study  and  the 
graduation  are  good  incentives  to  every  ambitious  boy  and  girl. 

The  compulsory  law,  in  Venango  county  was  a  success.  However 
we  expect  a  little  stricter  enforcement  this  coming  year. 

A  new  school  house  was  erected  in  Dockland,  also  a  very  commodi- 
ous building  of  two  rooms  was  annexed  to  Rocky  Grove  High  School. 

One  of  the  best  things  that  could  happen  to  our  rural  schools  would 
be  a  longer  term.  But  this  is  not  likely  to  happen  until  the  strong 
arm  of  the  law  increases  the  minimum  school  term.  Give  us  more 
school.  The  State  gives  liberal  aid  and  should  demand  a  long  school 
term. 

The  interest  along  professional  lines  was  maintained.  Professional 
zeal  and  interest  among  our  teachers  are  certainly  subjects  for  com- 
mendation.    I  am  sure  the  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  very  good. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  past  year. 


WARREN  COUNTY— H.  M.  Putnam. 


•  Work  in  the  schools  of  the  county  has  progressed  much  as  usual  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  Many  districts  have  so  managed  school  affairs  that 
substantial  progress  has  been  made  while  a  few  have  pursued  such  a 
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policy  as  will,  if  continued,  seriously  interfere  with  the  advancement 
of  their  schools.  In  the  fixing  of  salaries  and  the  selection  of  teachers 
the  chief  fault  lies.  I  become  more  fully  convinced  as  my  experience 
is  lengthened  that  as  the  teacher  is,  so  the  school  will  be,  and  that  any- 
thing that  tends  to  weaken  the  teaching  force  strikes  a  fatal  glow  at 
the  schools. 

An  encouraging  feature  to  be  seen  in  most  districts  is  the  retain- 
ing of  the  good  teachers  in  the  same  schools  for  several  years,  thus  en- 
abling them  to  carry  out  their  plans  and  accomplish  good  work. 

The  graduation  examination  was  held  April  25  in  each  district,  and 
the  results  show  an  excellent  work  has  been  done,  and  that  the  system 
has  led  to  more  regular  attendance  during  the  year  and  more  espe- 
cially toward  the  close  of  the  term.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  an  ex- 
amination is  the  best  practical  means  of  ascertaining  scholarship. 
It  very  seldom  happens  that  a  pupil  that  is  well  prepared  fails  through 
nervousness.  The  nervousness  usually  appears  in  those  who  are  not 
ready  to  pass. 

In  both  school  and  teachers'  examinations  the  necessity  for  better 
work  in  spelling  has  been  emphasized.  The  results  this  year  show 
a  decided  improvement.  The  use  of  a  good  text  book  on  the  subject 
and  both  oral  and  written  recitations  have  been  advised.  No  matter 
how  well  equipped,  the  ordinary  teacher  does  not  have  time  to  pre- 
pare as  good  lists  of  words  as  are  found  in  the  best  text  books  on  the 
subject.  In  our  endeavor  to  be  progressive  it  is  not  well  to  discard 
what  is  good  until  something  better  is  at  hand. 

We  have  a  number  of  schools  in  the  county  with  less  than  ten  pupils 
on  the  register.  What  to  do  with  them  is  a  question  difficult  to 
answer.  In  most  instances  I  believe  it  would  be  wise  to  consolidate 
two  or  more  of  them  and  provide  transportation  when  necessary.  As 
regards  expense  it  would  be  cheaper  and  the  children  would  certainly 
do  better  work  in  larger  classes.  In  many  of  these  schools  there  is 
but  one  pupil  in  a  grade  and  much  of  the  ordinary  incentive  to  work 
is  lacking.  During  the  year  several  districts  have  closed  schools  and 
furnished  transportation,  and  the  results  amply  justify  the  experi- 
ment. 

A  large  majority  of  our  teachers  pursued  a  course  of  reading  along 
the  line  of  their  work,  and  many  entered  normal  schools  and  semina- 
ries as  soon  as  their  schools  closed.  The  interest  they  take  in  prepar- 
ing tliemselves  for  their  vocation  is  one  of  the  most  encouraging 
features  of  school  work.  Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  county 
have  so  many  of  the  teachers  had  special  training  for  their  work. 

Twenty  local  institutes  were  held,  of  which  I  attended  nineteen. 
The  interest  manifested  by  patrons  swid  teachers  was  greater  than- 
ever  before,  and  the  result  has  been  an  educational  awakening  that  has 
led  to  better  work  and  improved  school  sentiment.     The  county  insti- 
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tute  proved  iustruclive  and  cntoilainiug.  Two  well  eiiuippcd  iu- 
struttors  were  secured  and  given  most  of  the  time.  This  plan  gave 
eacb  instructor  time  enough  to  develop  a  line  of  thought  and  present 
his  work  in  such  a  way  that  the  teachers  could  carry  away  something 
of  practical  value.  Exercises  by  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  county, 
with  work  in  nmsic,  served  to  vary  the  program. 

Through  a  close  study  of  our  schools  for  several  years  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  majority  of  pupils  drop  the  common  branches  when 
too  young.  Even  though  apparently  understanding  the  subjects, 
pupils  twelve,  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of  age  are  too  young  to  get 
from  the  common  branches  all  that  they  should.  A  review  of  these 
branches  before  leaving  high  school  would  certainly  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  during  the  last  school  term  flags  floated 
over  fully  nine-tenths  of  the  school  buildings  of  Warren  county. 
Nearly  every  flag  w^as  purchased  through  the  efforts  of  pupils  and 
teacher. 

Warren  borough  is  erecting  one  of  the  finest  high  school  buildings 
in  the  State  and  will  have  it  ready  for  the  fall  term.  This  magnificent 
building  will  be  in  keeping  with  the  excellent  work  done  in  the  War- 
ren schools. 

Since  the  enactment  of  the  free  text-book  law  a  determined  efifort 
has  been  made  to  lead  pupils  to  economize  in  the  use  of,  and  properly 
care  for  school  supplies  and  other  public  property.  In  consequence 
the  predictions  of  those  who  opposed  the  law  have  not  been  fulfilled. 
In  every  instance  where  the  teacher  did  his  duty  the  books,  etc.,  have 
been  handled  with  great  care  and  the  districts  saved  needless  expense. 
It  is  as  much  the  teacher's  duty  to  teach  correct  habits  as  the  "Three 
K's." 

The  Cornplanter  Indian  School  was  in  session  eight  months  and  sat- 
isfactory work  was  done.  The  great  difficulty  in  this  school  is  to  se- 
cure regular  attendance. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  advice  and  assistance,  and  all 
others  who  have  in  any  way  aided  in  improving  the  schools  of  the 
countv. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— Frank  R.  Hall. 


We  find  nothing  more  enjoyable  than  the  privilege  of  recording  the 
progress  of  our  schools  during  the  past  year.     In  comparison  with  our 
first  year,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  unprecedented  advancement  has 
10-6-98 
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been  made.  Teachers  were  awake  to  the  fact  that  merit  wins,  and 
that  nothing  less  than  intelligent,  judicious  work  would  be  accepted. 
When  such  a  healthy  opinion  prevailed,  growth  was  inevitable. 

Never  in  the  history  of  our  schools  have  so  many  patrons  shown 
such  active  interest;  this  interest  stimulated  the  teachers  in  greater 
undertakings,  resulting  in  work  that  pleased  and  was  profitable  and 
gave  rise  to  many  words  of  commendation. 

While  we  can  thus  speak  for  the  schools  in  general,  there  are  still 
some  lame  places,  difficult  to  remedy.  The  teacher  that  kills  time  in 
hearing  nothing  more  than  poorly  memorized  text-books  is  with  us. 
To  rid  our  schools  of  such  pretenders  is  the  work  of  the  training 
school.  Our  higher  institutions  of  learning  need  a  change  in  their 
methods  of  instruction.  How  sadly  slow  we  are  to  depart  from  the 
''old  school''  notion  of  a  certain  prescribed  course  to  follow  to  the 
letter.  Young  people  should  be  taught  how  subject  matter  becomes 
mind,  and  mind,  subject  matter.  They  should  be  trained  to  go  back 
of  the  text  to  that  which  gave  it  existence,  and  bring  the  truth  aris- 
ing therefrom  in  touch  with  the  unfolding  mind  to  be  assimilated  as 
intellectual  food  for  soul  and  body. 

It  has  been  our  aim  to  have  our  teachers  teach  subjects  rather  than 
text-books.  That  we  are  approximating  this  object  is  evidenced  by 
many  enlarging  their  capabilities;  compiling  libraries  of  the  latest 
and  best  educational  works,  and  their  visitations  to  schools  practising 
the  most  improved  methods.  Many  thus  equipped,  backed  by  a  native 
love  for  the  work,  are  acquiring  reputations  as  teachers  of  the  first 
magnitude.  For  such  we  have  the  greatest  admiration.  Let  us  have 
more  of  them  by  our  schools  and  colleges  enlarging  their  educational 
vision. 

Examination. 

As  usual,  we  began  the  3'ear's  duties  by  holding  in  various  parts  of 
the  county  nineteen  examinations,  at  which  732  applicants  presented 
themselves  for  examination;  50  received  professional,  and  468  pro- 
visional certificates;  214  failed.  Of  those  receiving  certificates,  190 
had  no  previous  experience;  86  had  taught  one  year;  78  two  years; 
63  three  years,  and  98  four  or  more  years.  Many  of  those  inexpe- 
rienced had  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  previous  year  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  work,  and  in  their  efforts  proved  their  efficiency.  In  fact 
some  of  them  did  marvelously  more  good  than  a  number  of  old  veter- 
ans still  in  the  service,  '^keeping  school"  on  a  reputation  long  lost. 
Sixteen  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  were  beginners  in  the  profession. 
All  hail  the  day  when  our  young  people  will  find  inducement  enough 
to  equip  themselves  to  enter  the  profession  of  teaching  for  life,  then 
will  our  schools  see  the  dawning  of  a  new  millennium. 
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Institutes. 

One  of  the  strong  evidences  of  interest  was  the  large  number  of 
institutes  and  other  educational  meetings  held  throughout  the  county. 
Man}'  of  the  rural  districts  as  well  as  towns  had  their  monthly  faculty 
meetings.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  and  taking  part  in  21  of 
the  institutes.  It  was  gratifying  to  lind  patrons  and  teachers  alike 
taking  part  in  a  well-prepared  programme. 

Our  county  institute  held  December  20  to  24,  inclusive,  was  counted 
a  success.  We  continued  the  section  work  inaugurated  a  year  ago. 
This  we  have  concluded  is  one  of  the  strong  features  of  the  reformed 
methods  of  conducting  county  institutes.  It  brings  the  instructors 
in  closer  touch  with  the  teachers  and  consequently  better  results  are 
secured. 

Our  instructors  were:  State  Superintendent  N.  C.  Schaeffer;  Dr. 
Arnold  Tompkins,  Champaign,  111.;  Prof,  Frank  Owen  Payne,  Glen 
Cove,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  J.  D.  Moffat,  W^^shington;  Dr.  Theo.  B.  Noss,  Cali- 
fornia; Prof.  Charles  Albert,  Bloomsburg;  Miss  Anna  Buckbee,  Cali- 
fornia, and  Prof.  Geo.  W.  DeLong,  Corning,  Ohio. 

Music. 

Conductor,  Superintendent  S.  C.  Hanson,  Williamsport,  Ind.;  Miss 
El  izabethHepler,  Pittsburgh;  Miss  Lou  Taylor,  New  Brunswick,  Conn.; 
Mrs.  Jennie  B.  Groh,  Washington;  Misses  Alice  and  Nellie  Eagerter, 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.;  Mrs.  G.  M.  Boone,  Washington;  Miss  Laura  Linton, 
Centerville;  Amphion  Quartette,  Pittsburgh,  and  Miss  Margaret 
Acheson,  pianist,  Washington. 

Entertainments. 

Lecturers,  Booker  T.  Washington,  John  Temple  Graves  and  Dr. 
Frank  M.  Bristol. 

Music,  Park  Sisters  and  Washington  and  Jefferson  Glee  and  In- 
strumental Clubs. 

Directors'  Convention. 

We  ventured  to  depart  from  the  usual  one-day  session  and  called 
the  directors  together  for  two  days.  The  change  was  a  success.  Pre- 
pared papers  and  talks  on  live  and  up-to-date' subjects  were  heard  in 
full.  Inclement  as  the  weather  was,  the  two  sessions  showed  an 
enrollment  of  170  present.  While  much  good  is  done  at  these  meet- 
ings; if  the  State  would  make  provisions  for  the  directors  to  attend 
and  take  part  in  at  least  two  days  of  the  regular  institute  work,  and 
one  full  day  in  the  directors'  meeting,  they  would  gain  an  insight  of 
the  teacher's  work  and  duties  and  inspire  all  with  a  desire  for  more 
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efficiency  in  their  respective  positions.  Director  W.  H.  Borland,  of 
East  Washington,  gave  an  excellent  report  of  the  Directors'  Conven- 
tion at  Harrisburg. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year:  President, 
Dr.  William  Denny;  Vice  President,  Hugh  H.  Day;  Secretary,  J.  B. 
Wiley;  executive  committee,  Alvon  Donnon,  W.  H.  Borland,  W.  H. 
Dunlap,  J.  Irwin  Knox  and  W.  C.  McClelland. 

Delegates  to  the  state  convention,  J.  Irwin  Knox  and  Rev.  G.  M. 
Kerr.  Thursday  afternoon  they  attended  the  regular  session  in  a 
body  with  the  teachers  and  listened  to  elegant  talks  by  Dr.  X.  C. 
Schaeffer,  8tate  Superintendent,  and  Dr.  Arnold  Tompkins  of  Illinois. 

Observances. 

In  addition  to  the  innovations  of  last  year,  we  introduced  Children's 
Arbor  Day.  We  were  convinced  the  work  the  patrons  and  teachers 
had  failed  to  do,  would  be  done  if  the  children  were  interested.  The 
results  out-rivaled  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  Trees  were 
planted;  grounds  and  school  rooms  were  beautified;  old  ashpiles  were 
removed;  fences  repaired  and  a  general  replenishing  and  resuscitation 
accomplished. 

Educationally  it  awakened  new  ideas  that  will  enrich  and  remain, 
giving  profitable  aid  in  the  future. 

Directors'  faculty  day  and  parents'  days  were  almost  universally 
observed.  The  last  named  on  the  lOth  of  February,  over  3,000  visitors 
were  in  the  schools  of  Washington  county.  These  innovations  bring 
the  patrons  in  closer  sympathy  with  the  schools,  and  increase  the  de- 
sire to  know  more  of  how  the  children  are  being  educated. 

Improvements. 

Canonsburg  occupied  for  the  first  a  fine  brick  building,  spacious  and 
equipped  with  the  finest  school  apparatus  obtainable.  It  is  an  evi- 
dence of  the  progressive,  educational  spirit  in  the  town  famous  for  the 
location  of  "Jefferson  College." 

Monongahela  dedicated  her  new  school  building  during  the  fall. 
It  is  erected  on  a  promotory,  giving  for  several  miles  a  view  of  the 
beautiful  Monongahela  Valley.  No  finer  locality  could  have  been 
selected  for  the  children  to  study  geography  and  enlarge  and  enhance 
their  love  of  nature,  ^^'est  Alexander,  West  Middletown.  and  Long 
Branch,  each  erected  buildings  of  two  rooms,  spacious  and  beautiful 
in  design.  Carroll  added  to  her  many  fine  buildings,  two  modern 
and  artistic. 

Eoscoe  will  occupy  this  fall  one  of  the  finest  brick  buildings  in  the 
Monongahela  Valley.  It  is  furnished  wath  the  best  modern  appa- 
ratus; is  centrally  located,  and  presents  a  beautiful  appearance  in  ap- 
proaching the  town  by  both  river  or  rail. 
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In  the  rural  districts,  Smith  put  up  a  four  roomed  building  near  Mid- 
\vay.  Three  rooms  were  occupied  the  first  winter.  It  is  built  for  the 
future  as  well  as  the  present.  North  Franklin  and  Canton  added 
extra  rooms. 

Principals'  Round  Table. 

August  28,  the  Principals'  Round  Table  was  organized,  the  first  in 
the  county.  The  objects  were:  To  effect  a  permanent  organization; 
adopt  a  course  of  reading;  to  put  in  operation  a  systematic  exchange 
of  work  and  exhibits;  to  solicit  a  greater  educational  interest  on  the 
part  of  our  local  papers;  to  get  better  acquainted,  and  give  our  school 
an  impetus  worthy  the  principals  of  a  county.  During  the  year  the  as- 
sociation met  at  Canonsburg,  Charleroi  and  Washington.  Many  of 
the  members  wrote  educational  articles  for  local  papers;  and  three 
spent  some  time  visiting  eastern  schools.  Prof.  W.  E.  Bair,  of  the 
West  Washington  schools,  with  Prof.  Frank  H.  Ryder,  of  the  East 
Washington  schools,  spent  two  weeks  in  Boston,  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  schools;  later  in  the  year  Prof.  J.  A.  Snodgrass,  of  Charleroi, 
spent  a  like  time  in  New  York  and  Brooklyn  schools. 

The  directors  of  Chartiers,  with  their  teachers,  spent  a  day  in  the 
Pittsburgh  schools.  Visiting  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  best 
methods,  was  one  of  the  marked  features  of  the  progressiveness  of  our 
schools  during  the  year. 

Extras. 

Cross  Creek  High  School  in  charge  of  Prof.  Chas.  Harsha,  is  becom- 
ing more  prosperous  each  year.  It  is  now  an  established  institution, 
and  Cross  Creek  has  the  honor  of  taking  the  iniative  in  the  rural  high 
schools  of  our  county. 

Independence  has  stepped  in  line,  and  established  a  high  school, 
giving  it  in  charge  of  Prof.  W.  H.  S.  McAdoo.  Over  forty  pufuls  were 
enrolled,  and  in  our  visits  we  found  it  one  of  the  finest  schools  in  the 
county. 

Washington,  California,  Canonsburg,  Monongahela,  Claysville, 
East  Washington,  South  Washington,  Blaine,  Chartiers,  North  Frank- 
lin, North  Strabane,  Cecil  and  Mt.  Pleasant  had  special  teachers  in 
music.  ' 

Summary. 

The  directors  are  gradually  acquiring  the  habit  of  visiting  the 
schools.  This  enthusiasm  is  noticed  in  the  frequent  calls  and  in- 
quiries after  the  schools'  needs.  The  compulsory  law  was  better  un- 
derstood and  generally,  better  enforced.  In  many  districts  regular 
truant  officers  were  employed. 

The  enrollment  of  the  county  showed  an  increase  of  1,009  over  last 
year.  We  made  403  official  visits;  attended  21  educational  meetings; 
examined  732  applicants  for  certificates;  granted  147  diplomas  to  com- 
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mon  school  graduates,  and  mailed  from  our  office  over  3,200  letters. 
The  duties  of  the  office  have  been  a  pleasure;  the  cordiality  of  the 
people  a  delight;  the  hearty  and  earnest  co-operation  of  directors  and 
teachers  cheering  and  encouraging.  We  are  grateful  to  the  local 
papers  for  the  aid  the}'  have  given  us  in  furthering  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  our  county. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  thank  the  Department  at  Harrisburg  for 
needed  help  kindly  and  frequently  granted  during  the  year. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— D.  L.  Hower. 


During  the  past  year  considerable  attention  was  given  to  closer  su- 
pervision, better  methods  of  teaching,  and  professional  and  literary 
reading  for  the  teachers.  The  need  of  a  uniform  course  of  study  is 
strongly  felt,  and  plans  are  maturing  for  the  adoption  of  a  course  that 
will  result  in  more  systematic  classification,  better  attendance,  and 
more  effective  work  by  teachers  and  pupils.  While  most  of  the 
teachers  show  a  willing  spirit,  yet  unless  they  are  constantly  looked 
after  they  have  a  tendency  to  go  back  to  their  old,  desultory  methods, 
without  any  particular  object  in  view.  Consequently  much  of  the 
work  is  unsatisfactory.  The  directors  of  nearly  all  the  districts  are 
appreciating  honest  effort  more  than  ever,  and  are  willing  to  retain 
conscientious  teachers,  while  the  poor  teachers  must  of  necessity  drop 
out  of  the  profession,  either  because  they  fail  to  get  a  certificate  or  be- 
.  cause  they  can  not  secure  schools.  But  few  failures  are  recorded  for 
the  past  year  while  much  of  the  work  was  of  a  high  order. 

Eight  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  and  many  others  im- 
proved. While  most  of  the  rural  buildings  do  not  have  all  the  modern 
conveniences,  yet  many  of  them  are  commodious,  well  built  and  upon 
suitable  grounds.  The  borough  of  Waymart  has  erected  a  model 
three  roomed  building  that  is  a  credit  to  the  entire  county.  Although 
the  taxpayers  are  heavily  burdened,  yet  very  little  complaint  is  made, 
while  the  added  convenience  is  highly  appreciated  by  not  only  the 
town  pupils  but  by  many  from  the  surrounding  districts.  The  new 
township  high  school  in  Lake  township  has  been  wonderfully  success- 
ful. The  attendance  was  larger  than  was  anticipated,  and  another 
grade  will  be  added  next  year.  Preston  township  is  building  a  new 
high  school  building,  and  too  much  in  the  praise  of  these  directors  can 
not  be  said.  May  the  good  work  continue.  Several  districts  need 
new  buildings  to  take  the  place  of  unsuitable  ones.  At  least  thirty 
buildings  are  not  fit  to  be  used  for  school  purposes.     Mount  Pleasant 
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township  has  the  best  average  buildings  in  the  rural  districts  of  the 
county.  Five  buildings  in  the  county  were  furnished  with  new  fur- 
niture, and  many  with  slate  blackboards. 

The  percentage  and  total  attendance  did  not  differ  materially  from 
the  previous  year,  except  in  the  districts  where  the  compulsory  law 
was  strenuously  enforced.  In  several  districts  very  little  attempt 
was  made  to  enforce  the  law,  but  a  strict  compliance  with  the  inten- 
tions of  the  law  will  be  expected  next  year. 

The  professional  spirit  manifested  by  the  majority  of  the  teachers 
is  the  most  commendable  and  satisfactory  part  of  my  report.  The 
text-books  suggested  for  professional  reading  were  conscientiously 
read  and  studied  by  at  least  four-fifths  of  the  teachers,  and  much  in- 
provement  is  shown  in  the  examinations  in  theory  and  practice,  as 
well  as  in  better  methods  of  teaching.  Many  of  the  teachers  have 
shown  a  willingness  to  read  along  general  lines  and  have  accomp- 
lished work  that  is  surprisingly  satisfactory.  They  realize,  as  never 
before,  the  culture  gained  by  the  reading  of  good  books.  The  pupils 
in  many  communities  have  imbibed  this  spirit,  and  about  one-fourth 
the  schools  of  the  county  can  boast  of  a  good  working  library.  At 
least  thirty  public  school  libraries  were  started  in  the  county  during 
the  last  year,  and  over  a  thousand  books  were  placed  in  these  libraries. 
This  is  a  remarkable  showing  for  our  county  and  speaks  well  for  the 
future  welfare  of  the  girls  and  boys. 

The  average  salary  paid  teachers,  and  the  average  length  of  term 
have  been  increased.  The  change  to  a  minimum  term  of  seven  months 
would  affect  but  few  of  the  districts  in  the  county,  as  all  but  four  have 
an  average  term  of  more  than  six  months,  and  at  least  one  of  these  dis- 
tricts has  changed  to  a  seven  months  term. 

The  annual  institute  was  one  of  unusual  merit  and  success.  School 
management,  literature  and  history  received  most  attention.  The 
day  instructors  were  State  Commissioner  0.  T.  Corson,  Prof.  F.  H. 
Green,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Hon.  Emerson  Collins,  Mrs.  Mary  H. 
Hunt  and  C.  M.  Parker,  and  all  were  general  favorites  with  the 
teachers  and  vistors.  The  evening  entertainments  were  by  Hon. 
Emerson  Collins,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh  and  The  Swedish  Concert 
Company.  The  County  Directors'  Association  held  its  second  regular 
meeting  in  connection  with  the  county  institute.  Nearly  all  the  dis- 
tricts were  represented,  and  the  discussions  were  practical,  animated 
and  full  of  instruction. 

''Duties  of  Directors"  was  the  chief  topic  under  consideration,  and 
the  question  was  discussed  in  all  its  various  phases.  It  was  clearly 
demonstrated  that  too  often  the  highest  interests  of  the  schools  are 
sacrificed  to  gratify  the  personal  interests  of  directors.  The  seductive 
agents  accomplished  but  little  during  the  year,  owing  to  the  vigilance 
of  those  in  authority  and  the  exposition  of  their  questionable  methods. 
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The  plan  of  dividing  the  county  into  local  institute  districts  was  con- 
tinued and  twelve  district  institutes,  besides  many  local  institutes, 
were  held.  The  attendance  was  larger  than  ever  before,  and  but 
few  teachers  did  not  attend  one  or  more  of  these  meetings.  These 
educational  gatherings  are  growing  in  popularity  and  general  effec- 
tiveness. The  public  press  has  been  very  generous  in  publishing  re- 
ports of  educational  meetings  and  thus  added  much  to  the  influence  of 
this  line  of  work.  Judging  from  the  attendance  on  the  part  of  teachers, 
directors,  patrons  and  pupils,  and  the  enthusiasm  manifested,  the 
people  are  in  hearty  sympathy  with  every  movement  that  has  a  tend- 
ency to  further  the  usefulness  of  the  schools. 

The  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  formation  of  Wayne  county 
was  observed,  March  21,  by  all  the  schools  of  the  county.  A  special 
program  was  prepared  by  the  superintendent.  This,  with  sugges- 
tions and  considerable  material,  was  sent  to  every  district.  The  fol- 
lowing program  was  generally  observed: 

(1)  Reading — Twenty-third  Psalm. 

(2)  Singing — "America." 

(3)  Introductory  Address. 

(4)  Address— "The  Men  to  Make  a  State." 

(5)  Recitation — "Love  of  Country." 

(6)  Address— "What  Our  Education  Must  Be." 

(7)  Singing — "Columbia  the  Gem  of  the  Ocean." 

(8)  Essays  on  local  history  prepared  by  the  pupils: 

(a)  Early  Settlers. 

(b)  Hunting  and  Fishing  Anecdotes. 

(c)  Past  and  Present  Industries,  etc. 

(9)  "A  Short  Historical  Sketch  of  Wayne  County." 

(10)  "The  Public  Schools— Then  and  Now." 

(11)  Singing. 

Very  few,  if  any,  educational  events  have  ever  occurred  in  this 
county  which  so  aroused  sentiment  and  patriotism,  and  engaged  the 
earnest  endeavors  of  so  many  of  our  people  as  did  the  celebration  of 
this  centennial  anniversary.  The  best  papers  on  local  history  were 
sent  to  the  superintendent,  and  many  showed  diligent  research, 
thoughtful  preparation  and  painstaking  composition.  Many  inter- 
esting reminiscences  were  thus  recalled,  unrecorded  incidents  of  the 
history  of  the  county  were  gathered  and  stored  up  for  the  edification 
of  the  present  generation  and  the  benefit  of  the  future  historian.  Gen- 
eral invitations  were  sent  out  by  tlie  teachers,  and  hundreds  of 
patrons,  veterans  and  old  settlers  were  present  to  enjoy  the  occasion. 
In  many  districts  these  older  people  took  active  parts,  and  thus  added 
interest  was  created.  The  children  of  the  schools  contributed  the 
money  to  defray  printing  and  mailing  expenses.  The  lessons  in  pa- 
triotism, history  and  composition  will  long  be  remembered  by  the 
people  of  the  county. 
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The  work  has  beeu  pleasant,  the  people  have  been  exceedingly  hos- 
pitable, the  teachers  and  directors  have  stimulated  additional  etforts. 
To  all  my  simorc  thanks  arc  extended.  May  the  future  have  much  of 
hope  and  progress  in  stoie  for  our  boys  and  girls. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— W.  W.  Ulerich. 


Every  worthy  superintendent  desires  to  report  at  the  close  of  each 
school  year  that  the  schools  under  his  supervision  have  made  sub- 
stantial advancement.  He  is  solicitous  that  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  may  know  this,  and  he  is  anxious  that  the  directors 
and  patrons  of  the  schools  of  his  county  may  be  acquainted  with  the 
facts  also. 

He  desires  this,  not  because  it  gives  him  an  opportunity  for  vain 
boasting  but  because  he  is  interested  in  the  public  schools  and  takes 
an  honest  pride  in  every  advanced  step  made  for  their  improvement. 
He  realizes  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  this  advancement  is  due  to 
other  forces  than  his  own — due  to  competent  teachers  and  progressive 
directors — yet  his  pleasure  is  none  the  less  sincere.  The  schools 
which  he  has  had  the  honor  to  supervise  have  been  getting  better, 
hence  he  is  delighted. 

Hoping  that  no  other  motive  than  the  above  may  enter  our  mind 
during  the  writing  of  these  pages,  we  make  the  following  report: 

Teachers. 

Comparatively  little  can  be  learned  from  statistics  as  to  the  qualifi- 
cations of  teachers.  No  statistics,  such  as  we  have,  take  into  account 
the  real  character  and  personality  of  the  teacher.  The  kind  of  a  cer- 
tificate held  by  a  teacher  does  not  always  tell  the  kind  of  teaching  he 
does.  The  influence  of  one  character  upon  another,  the  power  of  the 
personality  of  the  teacher  upon  the  character  of  the  taught,  these  have 
more  to  do  with  the  well-being  of  our  boys  and  girls  than  the  scholar- 
ship of  our  teacher.  There  are  unworthy  persons  in  every  vocation  of 
life.  There  are  unworthy  teachers.  It  is  probable  that  there  are  a 
few  in  this  county.  As  a  body,  however,  we  believe  that  the  teachers 
of  this  county  are  as  noble  and  as  high-minded  as  any  other  equal  num- 
ber of  men  and  women  in  this  or  any  other  state.  As  to  scholarship, 
the  following  figures  speak  for  themselves:  Twenty-six  of  our  teachers 
are  college  graduates;  one  hundred  seventy-three  are  graduates  of 
State  Normal  schools;  one  hundred  nineteen  hold  permanent  certi- 
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ficates;  fifty-one  hold  professional  certificates,  while  the  remainder 
hold  provisional  certificates  the  average  of  which  is  not  higher  than 
fifteen.  Three  hundred  thirty-seven  have  had  more  than  five  years 
experience,  while  only  ten  per  cent,  were  without  previous  experience. 

Directors. 

It  is  a  trite  saying,  "As  the  teacher  so  is  the  school."  This  is  true 
in  large  measure,  but  who  is  responsible  for  the  quality  of  the  teachers 
found  in  our  schools?  The  directors  more  than  any  other  agency. 
There  are  many  good  teachers  but  the}'  cannot  teach  unless  they  are 
hired.  They  do  not  wish  to  be  hired  where  the  term  is  short  and  the 
wages  low.  The  question  of  good  teachers,  therefore,  for  any  district 
is  largely  a  question  of  term  and  wages.  This  question  is  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  directors.  If  they  meet  it  as  they  meet  any  other 
business  proposition,  considering  the  best  the  cheapest,  good  teachers 
is  the  result,  if  not,  the  reverse  is  true. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  in  most  of  the  districts  of  the  county,  the 
boards  are  composed  of  good  and  progressive  men.  With  few  excep- 
tions, they  are  anixous  that  the  schools  of  the  county  shall  be  second 
to  none  in  the  State,  and  that  its  32,000  boys  and  girls  shall  have  equal 
advantages  with  any  in  the  Commonwealth.  In  some  cases  this  is  not 
possible.  Some  of  our  districts  are  poor  and  taxes  are  burdensome, 
yet  a  number  of  these  have  increased  wages  or  term  and  in  a  few  cases 
both. 

We  believe  that  much  of  the  interest  manifested  in  the  schools  by 
our  directors  is  the  result  of  the  Directors'  Association.  This  body 
includes  all  the  directors  of  the  county.  They  meet  once  each  year 
during  the  same  week  in  which  w^e  hold  the  county  institute.  The  last 
meeting  was  considered  the  most  profitable  and  enthusiastic  yet  held. 
Its  sessions  continued  for  two  days  and  was  largely  attended,  there 
being  about  two  hundred  directors  present  during  the  different  ses- 
sions. Many  questions  of  interest  were  discussed  and  the  directors 
went  home  not  to  forget  the  lessons  learned,  but  to  put  them  into 
actual  practice  in  many  places. 

During  one  afternoon  of  the  institute  week,  the  directors  and 
teachers  met  in  joint  session  and  were  addressed  by  Dr.  A.  E.  Win- 
ship,  Superintendent  Hamilton,  Superintendent  J.  M.  Coughlin,  and 
Mrs.  Mathilda  Coffin  Ford.  This  was  the  most  interesting  and  largely 
attended  session  of  the  entire  week.  Nearly  sixteen  hundred  people 
Avere  present. 

Before  adjournment  the  directors  made  the  following  organization: 
President,  Dr.  J.  D.  Evans,  Latrobe;  Vice  Presidents,  J.  E.  Spiegel, 
Greensburg.  and  R.  T.  Stewart,  Braeburn;  Secretary,  J.  A.  Stevenson, 
Mt.  Pleasant;  Treasurer,  H.  M.  Zundell,  Greensburg;  Executive  Com- 
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miUee,  J.  J.  Johnston,  Greensburg;  Leiglity  Steen,  Belle  Vernon;  H. 
S.  Zimmerman,  Leecliburg;  M.  Haymaker,  Murraysville;  John  D. 
Miller,  Greensburg;  Delegates  to  State  Directors'  Association,  J.  R. 
Truzall,  Pleasant  Unity,  John  D.  Miller,  Greensburg;  Leighty  Steen, 
Belle  Vernon;  M.  M.  Byers,  Armbrust,  and  J.  J.  Johnston,  Greens- 
burg. 

Salary  and  Term. 

Since  the  best  teachers  as  a  rule  are  found  in  districts  where  wages 
are  the  highest  and  term  the  longest,  the  following  facts  account  for 
improved  schools: 

The  average  monthly  wages  of  the  teachers  for  the  year  just  closed 
was  forty-tive  (|45.03)  dollars  and  three  cents.  This  is  an  increase  of 
sixty-eight  cents  per  month  over  the  previous  year.  The  average 
length  of  the  school  term  of  this  county  for  the  past  year  was  seven 
and  seventeen-hundredths  (7.17)  months — a  small  advance  over  that 
of  the  previous  year.  While  this  increase  does  not  show  large  gains, 
taking  into  consideration  the  stringency  in  money  matters  and  that  a 
number  of  counties  felt  it  wise  to  make  a  cut  both  in  term  and  wages, 
they  are  very  gratifying. 

Improvements. 

Nineteen  (19)  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  A  number 
of  these  were  large  apartment  buildings  built  in  the  most  modern 
style,  and  furnished  with  the  best  equipments.  Thirty-three  (33) 
houses  were  supplied  with  modern  furniture  during  the  year  while 
many  others  were  much  improved,  both  outside  and  in,  by  paint  and 
paper.  In  many  districts  the  school  grounds  were  put  in  better  condi- 
tion and  the  general  appearance  of  everything  connected  with  the 
schools  much  improved.  Most  of  the  schools  being  supplied  with  all 
essential  apparatus,  little  was  purchased  throughout  the  county,  much 
to  the  chagrin  of  the  ever-present  ''best-thing-on-the-market"  man. 

One  improvement  we  are  glad  to  report  is  that  along  the  line  of 
school  libraries.  A  number  of  schools  of  the  county  secured  large  and 
well  selected  collections  of  books.  Arnold  borough  purchased  a  li- 
brary of  some  eight  hundred  volumes.  Latrobe  several  hundred, 
New  Kensington  a  large  number,  Mt.  Pleasant  many  volumes,  while 
quite  a  number  of  districts  procured  smaller  collections. 

Institutes. 

Every  township  in  the  county  with  three  exceptions  held  district  in- 
stitutes. These  were  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  citizens 
and  proved  of  much  profit  to  the  schools.  Joint  meetings  were  also 
held  in  several  places.  All  these  were  largely  attended,  there  being  as 
many  as  one  hundred  twenty-five  teachers  present  at  some  of  them. 
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The  county  institute  was  pronounced  by  all  to  be  the  most  profitable 
one  held  in  its  history.  It  was  held  in  the  new  high  school  building, 
with  ample  room  for  all  attending  and  for  all  exercises.  For  the  fore- 
noon sessions  the  teachers  were  divided  into  the  following  divisions: 
Principals  and  high  school  teachers;  grammar  and  intermediate 
teachers;  primary  teachers,  and  teachers  of  ungraded  schools.  Each 
division  met  in  a  separate  room  and  secured  such  instruction  as  was 
most  adapted  to  the  work  of  that  grade.  Six  hundred  eighty-two  of 
the  six  hundred  ninety-eight  teachers  employed  in  the  county  were 
present.  The  order  was  almost  perfect  and  the  interest  manifested 
by  the  teachers  most  praiseworthy.  The  instruction  given  us  was  of  a 
high  order  and  adapted  to  the  needs  of  our  teachers.  The  following 
well  known  names  indicate  the  excellence  of  the  work  done:  Hon. 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Boston;  Dr. 
M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Huntingdon,  Pa.;  J.  M.  Coughlin,  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa.;  Supt.  Samuel  Hamilton,  Braddock,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Mathilda  Coffin 
Ford,  New  York  City;  Miss  Alice  Clarke,  Indiana,  Pa.;  Prof.  E.  0.  Ex- 
cell,  Chicago,  111.  The  evening  entertainments  were  given  by  The 
Park  Sisters  Concert  Company,  New  York  City;  Dr.  Robert  Mclntire, 
Chicago,  111.;  Will  Carleton,  New  York  City;  The  Welsh  Prize  Singers, 
Cardiif,  Wales;  Rev.  Thomas  Dixon,  Jr.,  New  York  City.  These  were 
all  up  to  expectations  except  The  Welsh  Prize  Singers,  whose  musical 
talent  is  far  below  the  price  received  for  their  entertainment. 


Superintendent's  Work. 

We  held  twenty-six  (26)  public  examinations  and  several  private 
ones.  Examined  seven  hundred  ninety-three  (793)  applicants  and 
sent  each  one  a  carefully  prepared  report  of  the  grades  made  on  his 
manuscripts;  approved  and  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction sixty-four  (64)  district  reports  and  certificates;  made  five 
hundred  and  sixty  (560)  visits  to  schools,  traveling  several  thousand 
miles  in  doing  so;  held  the  county  institute,  and  attended  and  took 
part  in  twenty-one  other  institutes  and  educational  meetings  held  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  and  did  much  other  official  work  which 
we  deemed  necessary  to  the  best  interests  of  the  schools. 

In  all  this  work,  which  is  much  greater  than  the  average  patron 
suspects,  we  were  encouraged  by  the  kind  co-operation  of  directors, 
teachers,  the  public  press,  parents,  pupils,  and  the  Department  at  Har 
risburg.     To  all  of  these  agencies,  we  offer  our  sincere  thanks. 
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WYOMING  COUNTY— Frank  H.  Jaivis. 


Introductory  and  General. 

I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  this,  my  second  report.  The  people 
of  this  county  are  substantially  committed  to  the  American  policy  of 
universal  education  as  it  is  centered  in  our  State's  excellent  system  of 
free  public  schools. 

Not  only  has  there  been  noticeable  progress  throughout  the  county, 
but  an  impetus  has  been  given  to  this  general  progress,  which  if  con- 
Hnued  will  result  in  better  organized  schools  aud  a  more  united  effort 
to  make  the  education  of  the  children  a  leading  duty  worthy  of  the 
time  and  labor  of  parents,  directors  and  teachers. 

The  directors  of  Noxen  township  have  built  a  new  school  house, 
supplying  the  same  with  approved  furniture.  The  building  contains 
four  large  school  rooms  and  is  heated  by  one  of  Hersh  &  Bros,  famous 
Allentown  furnaces.  This  building  is  handsome  in  appearance  and  is 
in  every  way  well  calculated  to  serve  the  school  interests  of  the  pros- 
perous aud  beautiful  town  in  which  it  is  located.  Another  teacher 
was  added  to  the  faculty. 

The  Forkston  Graded  School  observed  Arbor  Day  by  devoting  a 
part  of  the  day  to  exercises  and  planting  trees  on  the  school  grounds. 

Factoryville  borough  school  was  regraded  and  circulars  printed  giv- 
ing names  of  board  of  directors,  officers  and  instructors.  The  action 
took  effect  October  5,  1897.  This  district  is  preparing  to  make  further 
needed  improvements  in  their  building  accommodations. 

North  Branch  district  supplied  all  of  their  school  houses  with  new 
teachers'  desks.     A  few  patent  desks  were  also  furnished. 

Windham  built  a  new  school  house  at  North  Flat.  Washington  put 
a  large  addition  to  the  house  at  Vose,  regraded  the  school  and  put  in 
an  extra  teacher.  The  results  of  the  school  show  the  action  to  have 
been  timely  taken.  Braintrim  built  a  commodious  addition  to  their 
graded  school  building  and  put  in  the  fourth  teacher.  The  course  of 
study  was  revised  and  extended.  In  consequence  no  class  was  gradu- 
ated this  year. 

Nicholson  borough  school  held  an  extertainment,  the  proceeds  of 
which  were  regarded  as  the  nucleus  of  a  school  library  fund.  The 
school  also,  under  the  management  of  their  faculty,  held  its  first  an- 
nual prize  contest  in  elocution.  These  were  successful  and  commend- 
able undertakings.  Local  institutes  were  held  at  Noxen,  Meshoppen 
and  Beaumont.  They  were  a  success.  An  eight  weeks  Summer  Nor- 
mal School  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  David  Wiant  was  held  at  Beau- 
mont.    He  secured  the  following  lecturers,  viz:  Dr.  Geo.  P.  Bible. 
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principal  of  East  Stroudsburg  State  Normal  School;  Dr.  C.  L.  Boston, 
M,  D.,  Centremoreland,  Wyoming  county,  Pa.;  Prof.  Charles  H.  Al- 
bert, of  Bloomsburg  State  Normal;  Prof.  T.  B.  Harrison,  superinten- 
dent of  Luzerne  county  public  schools;  Prof.  McConon,  principal  of 
Wilkes-Barre  High  School;  Prof.  O.  C.  Thurston,  of  the  Science  De- 
partment, Wyoming  Seminary,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Simpson,  of  West  Pitts- 
ton.  Prof.  Wiant  had  two  able  assistant  teachers.  Over  one  hun- 
dred (100)  different  names  of  young  people  were  enrolled,  about  fifty 
(50)  of  whom  were  teachers.  The  superintendent  was  present  and 
addressed  the  teacliers. 

The  following  persons  of  Beaumont  High  School  accompained  their 
principal  to  Bloomsburg,  took  examinations  under  State  Examining 
Board  and  were  successful :  Seniors,  '98-'99,  Gertrude  Frear,  Blanche 
Mosier,  John  S.  Jackson;  juniors,  '98-'99,  Alice  Ellston,  Ada  Wood, 
John  DeGraw,  Harry  Wildrick  and  Ziba  Howell. 

Minnie  CapwelVs  school  at  Dixon  closed  with  a  literary  entertain- 
ment. Refreshments  consisting  of  ice  cream,  cake,  etc.,  were  en- 
joyed.    School  director,  Edgar  Billings,  was  present. 

Tunkhannock  independent  district  raised  their  school  house  about 
two  feet,  placing  it  upon  a  new  foundation.  Over  one  hundred  dollars 
(.flOO)  were  expended,  materially  adding  to  the  preservation  and  fine 
appearance  of  the  building,  also  conducing  more  to  the  health  of  its 
occupants.  Falls  purchased  a  new  heating  stove  for  Mill  City  school; 
LaGrange  independent  bought  a  new  stove,  and  put  in  new  windows, 
besides  doing  other  repairing  on  their  school  buildiiig.  Tunkhannock 
borough  supplied  her  schools  with  apparatus  needed  to  teach  chem- 
istry and  physics  more  successfully.  Several  districts  adopted  new 
text  books  possessing  modern  and  up  to  date  presentation  of  subjects 
in  which  our  children  are  directly  interested.  I  am  sorry  to  report 
that  some  schools  are  jet  without  a  reliable  dictionary.  This  condi- 
tion should  be  remedied  and  I  trust  will  be  in  the  near  future. 

The  unveiling  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument  at  Tunkhan- 
nock, on  October  19, 1897,  was  made  a  great  educational  event.  Many 
schools  of  the  county  were  closed  and  both  teachers  and  their  pupils 
were  present  to  witness  the  proceedings. 

Overfield  lenghtened  her  school  term  from  seven  (7)  to  nine  (9) 
months;  Falls,  seven  (7)  to  eight  (8);  Mehoopany  township,  six  (6)  to 
seven  (7);  Meshoppen  township,  six  (6)  to  seven  (7);  Northmoreland 
independent  seven(7)  to  eight  (8);  Mehoopany  independent  ,  six  (6)  to 
eight  and  two-thirds  (8  2-3);  LaGrange  independent,  seven  (7)  to  nine 
(9)  months. 

Meshoppen  township  raised  salary  of  teachers  from  $17.33  to  |18.00; 
Overfield  from  |20  to  |28  and  $30,  also  abolished  boarding  around 
system;  Forkstown,  principal,  $34  to  $38;  Tunkhannock  township, 
$19.43  to  $24;  Monroe,  principal,  $50  to  $55;  Braintrim  independent, 
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$18  to  f20;  Tiinkliannock  borough,  assistant  principal,  |50  to  $G1.11. 
In  a  few  districts  teachers'  wages  were  slightly  lowered.  Earnest 
and  conscientious  teachers  make  great  sacrifices  and  there  should  be 
no  mistakes  made  in  compensating  for  service  rendered  by  such 
teachers,  nearly  all  of  whom  in  this  county  being  composed  of  this 
class. 

Township  Graduation  and  Course  of  Study. 

In  our  Institute  Manual  of  last  December,  was  printed  a  letter  di- 
rected to  the  directors  of  Wyoming  county.  This  letter  informed  the 
directors  that  the  superintendent  had  under  consideration  a  course  of 
study  for  rural  schools,  not  graded  schools,  of  Wyoming  county,  de- 
signed to  be  used  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  giving  them  a  definite 
idea  of  the  work  required  in  each  branch.  The  move  met  with  favor 
among  the  directors  so  far  as  learned.  The  principal  of  Tunkhannock 
borough  schools  ably  presented  the  subject — ''County  Course  of 
Study" — before  the  teachers  and  directors  in  institute  assembled.  The 
subject  was  open  for  discussion,  teachers  and  directors  both,  show- 
ing a  marked  interest.  Of  the  140  teachers  of  this  county,  135  were 
present  at  institute.  Of  this  number,  127  said,  ''yes/'  two  "no,"  two 
"unprepared"  and  four  gave  no  opinion  to  the  following  question: 
"In  your  opinion  could  better  work  be  done  in  our  schools  should  a 
county  course  of  study  be  adopted  for  the  rural  schools?"  Nearly  all  of 
the  teachers  gave  strong  written  reasons  for  supporting  their  views. 
As  a  clear  proof  of  their  position  the  following  resolution  was  unan- 
imously passed  by  the  institute,  viz : 

Kesolved,  "That  we  endorse  the  recommendation  of  our  county  su- 
perintendent in  providing  for  a  'county  course  of  study'  and  that  he  be 
authorized  to  prepare  such  a  course." 

We  have  in  preparation  a  course  for  our  rural  ungraded  schools. 
It  involves  township  graduation  and  it  is  hoped  will  furnish  a  basis 
for  a  closer  and  more  effective  direction,  classification  and  supervi- 
sion of  the  work  in  our  schools. 

The  plan  of  work  will  be  somewhat  similar  to  that  used  in  other 
counties.  We  hope  to  be  in  readiness  to  present  it  to  a  few  of  the 
boards,  for  adoption  before  our  schools  open  this  year.  The  course 
will  have  a  tendency  to  unify  and  simplify  the  work.  It  will  not  pre- 
scribe an  undeviating  line,  a  straight  furrow  in  which  teacher  and 
pupil  must  walk  Indian  file.  What  the  one-teacher  school  demands 
is  not  only  a  flexible  and  adjustable  classification,  but  a  flexible  course 
of  study.  The  rural  school  will  not  permit  a  perfect  organization. 
We  do  not  believe  in  courses  of  study  prescribing  minutely  the  work 
to  be  done  in  each  branch  by  the  quarter,  the  month  and  the  week. 
Nor  do  we  believe  in  a  system  of  monthly  written  examinations  in 
order  to  gauge  the  pupils'  proficiency  and  express  it  in  per  cents. 
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This  is  making  school  work  mechanical,  and  reducing  teachers  to  mere 
mechanics;  the  pupils  acquire  the  form  merely  and  not  the  substance. 
However,  examinations  will  be  held  at  the  close  of  the  term,  for  the 
district  having  applicants  for  graduation  in  the  course,  by  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  county  superintendent.  The  questions  will 
be  prepared  by  the  superintendent,  sent  sealed  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  not  to  be  opened  until  the  morning  of  the  examination. 
Certificates  of  scholarship  will  be  granted  to  those  making  an  aver- 
age of  80  per  cent,  with  no  branch  below  50  per  cent,  and  all  manu- 
scripts are  to  be  sent  to  the  superintendent  for  inspection.  It  is  not 
the  intention  of  the  examinations  to  give  pupils  the  impression  that 
the  completion  of  the  course  equips  them  with  a  liberal  education,  but 
rather  to  serve  as  a  way-mark  to  which  teachers  are  carefully  and 
thoroughly  to  lead  their  pupils,  and  at  which  when  pupils  have  ar- 
rived they  may  know  how  well  they  have  worked  along  the  way,  and 
to  inspire  them  to  further  and  better  efforts. 

The  Home  and  the  School. 

I  find  that  the  parents  of  some  children  need  instruction  as  well  as 
the  children  themselves.  The  home  influence  and  the  school  influence 
should  be  harmonious  or  uncertainty  and  confusion  will  arise  in  the 
child's  mind  as  to  what  he  should  do.  People  are  thinking  more  than 
ever  that  the  school  is  an  integral  part  of  the  community,  and  not  a 
separate  affair  which  the  law  compels  them  to  support  and  which 
takes  their  children  away  when  their  assistance  on  the  farm  is  most 
valuable.  Without  the  support  of  the  fireside,  the  teacher  is  unable 
to  educate  the  people  concerning  their  proper  relation  to  the  schools. 
In  some  rural  districts  occasionally  a  parent  may  be  found  ignorant 
of  the  advancement  education  has  made  since  the  days  when  they 
went  to  school.     Such  should  not  be  too  readv  to  criticise  the  modern. 


Graduation  Exercises  and  Graduates. 

Appropriate  and  successful  graduation  and  literary  exercises  were 
held  at  Tunkhannock,  Meshoppen,  Nicholson,  Factoryville  and  Beau- 
mont. Tunkhannock  graduated  Victor  M.  Avery  (salutatorian), 
Mame  E.  Little,  Lewis  C.  Chaffee,  Mabel  F.  Harding,  Bertha  J.  Gard- 
ner and  Henry  Flummerfelt  (valedictorian).  This  class  gave  class  day 
exercises  in  Piatt's  Opera  House.  Temple  Commandery  Band  of 
Tunkhannock  furnished  music  for  the  occasion.  There  was  a  social 
gathering  of  the  alumni  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  on  the  4th  of  June. 
The  occasion  was  enjoyable. 

Meshoppen  graduated  Ethel  Bannatyne  (salutatorian),  subject, 
^Fires,  Past  and  Present;"  Anna  Rex  Sterling.  "The  American  His- 
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pano  Situation;"  Anna  A.  Sturdevant,  ''Gems  of  Education,"  and  La- 
viiiia  N.  Wells  (valedictorian),  "Stepping  Stones." 

Nicholson  graduated  J.  Mabel  Wescott,  Wilder  G.  Tiffany,  Bessie 
M.  Stephens,  M.  Leoua  Jiillings,  Myrtus  A.  Farnam,  llelen  M.  Farrer 
and  Anna  E.  McCracken. 

Factoryville  graduated  Lottie  Carr,  ''School  Days;"  Florence  Car- 
penter, "Japanese  Children;"  Emily  Gardner,  "Cuba;"  Nellie  Miller, 
"Our  Teacher;"  Jennie  Watkins,  "The  Benefits  of  an  Education;" 
Minnie  Bell  Wheaton,  ''Royal  Girls,"  and  Bessie  Gardner  "Class 
History." 

Monroe  graduated  Samuel  Cooke  and  Gertrude  E.  Frear. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  from  this  county  who  at- 
tended Mansfield  State  Normal  School  the  past  year:  Lee  P.  Stark, 
Walter  Bardwell,  Winnie  Reynolds,  Harry  Lewis,  Kate  Gilmartin, 
Taylor  Hinkley,  Effie  Reynolds,  Clarence  Squier,  Paul  Squier,  Ethel 
Stark,  Eddie  Farr,  Elizabeth  Wandell,  Percy  Stark,  John  Oliver, 
Guerdon  Shook,  George  Johnson,  Ellis  Ellsworth,  Charles  Shiffer, 
Lena  Valentine,  Ray  Patterson,  Alice  Squiers,  James  E.  Piatt,  Ethel 
Brown,  Laura  Winans  and  Charles  Keifer.  The  following  from  this 
county  were  in  school  at  East  Stroudsburg:  Belle  Bunnell,  Miss  Com- 
stock,  Lou  Champion,  Judson  Tiffany,  Anna  Harding,  Blanch  Stark, 
Clara  Stark  and  Miss  Swartwood. 

Some  in  the  county  attended  other  normal  schools  of  the  State.  A 
goodly  number  registered  as  students  in  Keystone  Academy,  Factory- 
ville, Pa.,  Wyoming  Seminary,  Kingston,  Pa.,  and  several  matricu- 
lated with  leading  colleges  and  universities  of  our  State  and  a  few  en- 
tered colleges  in  other  states. 

Distribution  of  State  Appropriation  and  Minimum  School  Term. 

It  is  gratifying  that  our  last  Legislature  adopted  a  more  equitable 
plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation.  Under  the  new 
system,  the  public  fund  is  distributed  on  the  basis  of  $66.07  to  each 
teacher,  $1.07  for  each  taxable,  and  |1.62  for  each  child  of  school  age 
between  the  years  of  six  and  sixteen.  This  method  of  distribution 
will  give  our  county  about  |1,300  per  annum  more  State  appropria- 
tion for  the  next  three  years,  or  a  total  of  nearly  |4,000.  In  her  mag- 
nificent school  appropriation,  |5,500,000,  Pennsylvania  is  unexcelled 
by  any  State  in  the  Union.  There  is  now  neither  a  good  reason  for  a 
minimum  school  term  of  six  months  nor  for  underpaid  teachers  for 
same  time.  I  bespeak  for  such  action  by  our  next  Legislature  as  will 
make  the  minimum  school  term  at  least  seven  months,  believing  that 
in  many  of  the  districts  eight  months  minimum  term  would  involve 
provision  far  more  advantageous  to  our  boys  and  girls  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. The  State  to-day  is  doing  more  than  ever  before  for  the 
11-6-98 
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education  of  its  children.  Tlie  only  ones  who  are  not  fully  benefited 
by  its  liberality  are  the  children  in  the  country  school  districts  where 
six  months  minimum  term  is  insisted  upon.  I  am  glad  to  report  that 
in  our  county  the  past  year  there  were  only  two  districts  maintaining 
but  the  minimum  school  term  and  that  they  will  maintain,  at  least, 
seven  months'  school  for  their  school  boys  and  school  girls  during 
the  coming  year. 

Directors'  Association. 

Over  forty  directors  were  in  attendance  at  the  last  convention  of  di- 
rectors of  the  school  districts  of  Wyoming  county,  held  December  23, 
1897.     Following  is  the  programme: 

President's  Address,  Dr.  E.  H.  Wells. 

Heading  Minutes  of  last  Meeting,  Secretary,  N.  A.  Doty. 

Topic,  "The  Intent  and  Purpose  of  the  State  Appropriation,"  John 
B.  Swartz  of  Overfield  Board,  J.  Wood  Piatt,  Tunkhannock. 

Topic,  "What  a  Director  Should  Hear  and  See  in  an  Up-to-Date 
School." 

E.  H.  Clark,  treasurer,  Monroe  board;  John  B.  Donovan,  president, 
Braintrim  board;  Thomas  Hope,  treasurer,  North  Branch  board. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Topic,  "What  Should  Guide  Directors  in  Selecting  Teachers?"  A.  H. 
Moore,  secretary,  Nicholson  borough  board;  Henry  Young,  president, 
Northumberland  township  board;  Chas.  E.  Henning,  secretary,  Me- 
hoopany  township  board. 

Topic,  "Should  We  Adopt  a  Course  of  Study  for  Our  Country 
Schools?"  Prof.  Bromley  Smith,  of  Factoryville  borough;  Dr.  0.  L. 
Boston,  secretary,  Northumberland  independent;  E,  A.  Robinson,  sec- 
retary, Forkston  board;  Bradley  W.  Lewis,  of  Tunkhannock  borough 
board. 

The  old  officers  were  re-elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  President,  Dr. 
E.  H.  Wells,  Meshoppen;  Secretary,  N.  A.  Doty,  Mehoopany.  The 
meeting  was  one  of  marked  interest  throughout.  The  Directors'  As- 
sociation is  becoming  a  powerful  influence  for  good  in  the  educational 
affairs  of  Wyoming  county. 

Professional  Reading. 

The  plan  of  recommending  and  adopting  a  course  of  study  for  the 
teachers  has  proved  beneficial  and  was  again  carried  out.  The  follow- 
ing books  were  adopted:  White's  School  Management  and  Roark's 
Psychology. 

Farmers'  Institute. 

In  Februarv  there  were  two  farmers'  institutes  held  in  this  countv. 
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Each  one  devoted  one  evening  to  a  full  educational  session.  I  antici- 
pate a  great  educational  advancement  along  this  line  of  work  in  the 
near  future. 

Annual  Teachers'  Institute. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  in  Tunkhannock, 
week  of  December  20, 1897.  All  but  five  of  the  teachers  were  present. 
Three  of  this  number  were  detained  from  attending  owing  to  sickness. 
Instructors  were  Dr.  Martin  G.  Benedict,  Pennsj'lvania  State  College; 
Superintendent  Geo.  W.  Twitrayer,  Bethlehem;  Edwin  E.  Quinlan,  A. 
]M.,  Towanda;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  president,  National  School  of 
Oratory,  Bhiladelphia;  Dr.  George  P.  Bible,  East  Stroudsburg  State 
Normal  School;  Miss  A.  Lizzie  Radford,  Reading;  Dr.  Mazik  P.  Rav- 
enel,  University  of  Pennsylvania;  Oliver  J.  Morelock,  A.  M.,  Tunk- 
hannock; I.  F.  Bodle,  A.  M.,  South  Eaton;  Josiah  J.  Ealer,  Jr.,  A.  M., 
Noxen;  Chas.  W.  Smith,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  director,  and  Mrs.  F.  H.  Jar- 
vis,  of  Tunkhannock,  pianist,  had  charge  of  the  music. 

The  lecture  course  attractions  were  as  follows;  Monday  evening. 
Superintendent  Geo.  W.  Twitmyer,  "Coal  and  Coal  Products;"  Tues- 
day evening,  Hon.  H.  W.  J.  Ham,  of  Georgia,  "Old  Times  in  Dixie;" 
Wednesday  evening.  Col.  George  W.  Bain,  of  Kentucky,  "The  New 
Woman  and  the  Old  Man,"  and  Thursday  evening.  The  Celebrated 
Mozart  Symphony  Club  of  New  York  City.  On  the  whole,  our  insti- 
tute was  highly  entertaining  and  very  instructive.  There  was  a  very 
widespread  expression  among  the  teachers,  citizens  and  directors 
pronouncing  the  institute  not  only  a  grand  success  but  the  best  held 
in  this  county  during  its  educational  history. 

School  Directors. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  relations  between  the  county  superintendent 
and  the  school  directors  should  be  harmonious.  The  directors  stand 
much  nearer  the  people  and  have  an  immediate  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  schools.  The  success  of  the  school  depends  very  largely  upon 
the  kind  of  men  w^ho  are  elected  to  the  office  of  school  director.  In 
the  rural  districts  especially,  the  duties  of  the  director  are  mainly  of 
a  supervisory  nature.  He  should  inspect  frequently  the  school  house 
and  school  premises;  he  should  see  to  it  that  everything  is  provided 
which  is  necessary  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  teacher  and 
pupils,  that  the  out  buildings  are  in  a  decent  condition,  and  that  the 
supplies  are  used  with  due  regard  to  a  wise  economy.  In  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  school  be  should  give  a  strong  moral  support  to  the 
teacher,  and  his  influence  should  at  all  times  be  on  the  side  of  order 
and  obedience.  I  believe  that  a  board  of  directors  should  make  such 
rules  and  regulations  for  all  the  schools  under  its  control  as  it  deems 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  school  property,  for  securing  punc- 
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tuality  and  regularity,  and  for  the  general  welfare  of  all  concerned, 
and  it  should  support  the  teachers  in  their  rigid  enforcement.  A  board 
should  be  in  correspondence  with  the  superintendent,  so  as  to  keep 
him  informed  respecting  the  progress  of  the  school  and  should  it  need 
a  special  visitation,  he  should  be  informed  at  once.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  should  bo  the  aim  of  the  superintendent  to  establish  the  most 
cordial  and  intimate  relations  with  the  local  directors.  This,  I  have 
tried  to  do  and  have  received  quite  satisfying  reciprocity.  My  en- 
deavor has  been  to  magnify  the  ottice  of  the  director.  I  am  pleased  to 
say  that  the  people  of  this  county  are  exhibiting  intelligence  and  cau- 
tion in  their  choice  of  men  for  school  directors  and  that  we  now  have 
with  few  exceptions  men  who  in  their  action  are  apparently  mindful 
of  the  children's  interests. 

The  Press. 

School  news  is  an  important  item  and  should  never  be  omitted. 
Nearly  every  week  the  papers  contain  som^hing  of  educational  in- 
terest. The  press  is  valuable  to  every  teacher  and  helpful  to  our 
system  of  education  by  bringing  farmers  into  larger  sympathy  with 
the  great  educational  movements  of  the  county,  State,  nation  and 
world.  For  the  interest  manifest  and  seeming  unanimous  and  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  press  of  the  county,  in  the  work  of  the  year  just 
closed,  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks. 

Deaths. 

During  the  last  year  we  have  lost  five  earnest  workers  in  the  cause 
of  education. 

James  Baylor  of  Nicholson  township  school  board,  died  at  his  home 
after  a  brief  illness. 

Miller  Patterson  of  Monroe  township,  a  director  elect,  a  man  almost 
universally  liked,  passed  peacefully  away  after  a  painful  and  some- 
Avliat  lingering  illness. 

Charles  De  Wolf  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  member  of  North 
Branch  township  school  board. 

Dr.  E.  S.  Wheeler,  of  Nicholson  borough,  and  for  many  years  a  faith- 
ful and  energetic  director  died  at  his  home.  He  had  served  as  a  di- 
rector for  many  years,  always,  in  his  action,  showing  a  deep  interest  in 
public  education.  Dr.  Wheeler  was  one  of  (he  most  fearless  men  of 
our  county,  when  identifying  himself  with  what  would  conduce  to  the 
school  interest  of  the  children.  He  will  be  much  missed  in  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  his  town. 

Lewis  Kodgers,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  president  of  Eaton 
independent  school  board.  He  was  an  able,  kind  and  conscientious 
man. 
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Conclusion. 

I  desire  to  publicly  oxpross  my  profound  thanks  to  the  several  mem- 
bers of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  press  (again)  the 
directors,  the  teachers  and  the  patrons  for  the  faithful  and  earnest  as- 
sistance they  have  rendered  in  advancing  that  which  is  of  inestimable 
value  to  the  future  i)rosperity  and  welfare  of  Wyoming  county,  and 
the  honor  and  happiness  of  her  people — The  Cause  of  Education. 

Mi\y  we  continue,  in  promoting  the  interests  of  our  public  schools 
which  are  tlie  hope  and  safeguard  of  our  republic,  the  nursery  of  pa- 
triotism and  the  cradle  of  liberty  and  with  patriotism  and  the  love  of 
God  in  the  hearts  of  our  boys  and  girls  attending  them,  there  will  be 
no  danger  to  our  country  or  to  our  Hag. 


YORK  COUNTY— D.  H.  Gardner. 


The  results  of  the  school  work  of  our  county  during  the  past  year 
were  very  satisfactory. 

More  than  the  usual  amount  of  interest  was  shown  in  educational 
matters. 

Our  teachers  worked  well  and  earnestly,  having  the  sympathy  and 
support  of  officials  and  patrons. 

County  Institute. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  the  opera  house  at  York, 
November  22  to  26,  1808.  Out  of  593  teachers  in  city  and  county,  590 
were  enrolled  and  in  attendance. 

The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson, 
Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Prof.  Byron  King,  Prof.  Geo.  E. 
Little,  Supt.'Geo.  W.  Twitmyer,  Prof.  H.  Justin  Roddy,  Prof.  A.  B. 
Bunn  VanOrmer  and  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey. 

The  subjects  that  received  particular  emphasis  were  "School  Li- 
braries" by  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer;  "Child  Study,"  "Reading,"  "Civics," 
"Pedagogy,"  and  "Pennsylvania  History." 

The  sessions  were  largely  attended  by  the  citizens  who  manifested 
groat  interest  in  the  exercises. 

The  teachers  were  unanimous  in  pronouncing  it  one  of  the  most 
helpful  institutes  in  their  experience. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows: 

Monday  night,  Byron  W.  King,  "Miscellaneous  Readings." 
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Tuesday  night,  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  ^'Meade's  Gampaign,  including 
Gettysburg." 

Wednesday  night,  Edison  Projectoscope  Company,  Moving  Pictures, 
Musical  and  Monologue. 

Thursday  night,  Ariel  Ladies'  Sextette,  Concert,  Impersonation. 

Friday  night,  George  R.  Wendling,  "Unseen  Realities." 

Directors'  Session. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  directors'  association  was  held  in  the 
high  school  building,  November  24,  9  a.  m.  About  seventy-five  di- 
rectors were  in  attendance.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Su- 
perintendent D.  H.  Gardner.  Mr.  E.  B.  Goodling,  of  Logansville,  was 
chosen  president;  Dr.  J.  C.  Channell,  of  Wrightsville,  vice  president; 
Allen  I.  Frey,  of  Stewartstown,  secretary;  Allen  M.  Seitz,  of  Glen 
Rock,  as  assistant  secretary. 

Interesting  and  intelligent  addresses  on  the  compulsory  educa- 
tional law  were  made  by  Dr.  J.  Deisinger,  Dr.  J.  C.  Channell  and  Mr. 
J.  N.  Kilgore.  Many  others  gave  information  in  regard  to  their  suc- 
cess in  enforcing  the  law.  Able  addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  G.  M.  D. 
Eckels,  Superintendent  G.  W.  Twitmyer,  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte  and  Hon.  O. 
T.  Corson,  of  Ohio. 

The  following  were  elected  delegates  to  the  State  Convention  of 
Directors,  meeting  in  Harrisburg,  February,  1898.  G.  S.  Ensminger, 
of  Lewisberry,  E.  F.  Barnett,  of  Lower  Chanceford;  Andrew  Hake,  of 
Fairview;  J.  M.  Kilgore,  of  Fawn;  Samuel  Shenberger,  of  Chance- 
ford;  L.  S.  Stoner,  of  Hellam. 

In  the  afternoon,  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson  addressed  the  teachers  and  di- 
rectors in  joint  session  on  the  "Teacher  and  the  Institute."  This  ad- 
dress was  well  received  by  all  present. 

Reading  Course. 

Our  teachers  continue  to  do  more  systematic  reading  each  year, 
realizing  that  it  is  not  only  knowledge  but  fresh  knowledge  that  gives 
them  the  greatest  power  in  the  class  room. 

The  committee  on  teachers'  course  of  study  report  to  the  institute 
the  following  as  a  special  guide: 

1.  That  the  Chautauqua  course  be  the  major  course  for  the  year. 

2.  That  the  supplementary  course  consist  of  Nicolas  Comenius,  or 
"Pennsylvania  School  Master  of  Ye  Olden  Time,"  William  Riddle, 
Lancaster,  Pa.;  "Payne's  Lectures  on  the  Science  of  Education,"  E.  L. 
Kellog  &  Co.;  "Roark's  Psychology  in  Education,"  "White's  School 
Management,"  William  Small,  York,  Pa.;  "Walks  and  Talks,"  Wil- 
liam Hawiey  Smith,  A.  Flanagan,  Chicago;  "Educational  Founda- 
tions," E.  L.  Kellog  &  Co.,  and  Shakespeare's  "Othello." 
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3.  That  teachers  study  Bert's  ''First  Steps  in  Science,"  aud  mem- 
orize Lincoln's  ''Address  at  Gettj'sburg." 


Local  aud  District  Institutes. 

Eight  local  institutes  were  held  at  different  points  throughout  the 
county.  They  were  exceptionally  well  attended  and  did  excellent  work. 
This  was  evidenced  by  the  improvement  of  the  schools.  Besides  these 
local  institutes,  the  townships  with  but  few  exceptions  held  monthly 
institutes.  These  meetings  are  a  sort  of  barometer  by  which  officials 
and  patrons  can  guage  the  zeal  of  the  teacher. 

Teachers. 

Of  the  496  teachers  in  service,  332  are  males  and  164  are  females;  69 
hold  normal  diplomas,  34  hold  permanent  certificates,  53  hold  pro- 
fessional certificates  and  340  hold  provisional  certificates. 

Visits. 

The  whole  number  of  schools  visited  during  the  year  was  479;  the 
schools  not  visited  13.     The  total  number  of  visits  made  was  544. 


Improvements. 

North  Codorus  built  a  handsome  two  room  frame  building  at 
Stoverstown  and  graded  the  schools. 

Conewago  built  a  handsome  sand  stone  house  with  belfry  and  porch. 

Fairview  erected  a  very  handsome  brick  building  with  modern  im- 
provements. 

East  Hopewell  built  a  fine  frame  building. 

Manheim  erected  a  handsome  brick  house. 

Glen  Rock  bought  the  latest  improved  furniture  for  four  rooms. 

Hellam  repaired  several  houses. 

Manchester  township  repaired  a  building. 

Shrewsbur}^  borough  enlarged  the  building  and  created  a  new 
school. 

Shrewsbury  township  built  a  handsome  brick  building  and  fur- 
nished it  with  improved  furniture. 

Lower  Windsor  (built  a  fine  brick  house)  enlarged  a  building  at 
Yorkana  and  graded  the  schools, 

Jefferson  borough  secured  a  beautiful  site  of  more  than  an  acre 
upon  which  was  erected  a  four  room  brick  building.  It  is  finished  in 
yellow  pine  with  slate  roof  and  galvanized  iron  cornice.  The  Smead 
Wills  system  of  heating  and  ventilating  is  used;  this  in  itself  guar- 
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antee  that  the  directors  of  this  district  had  in  mind  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  pupils  of  Jefferson.  This  is  certainly  a  handsome 
building  and  up  to  date  in  every  particular.  Jefferson  borough,  for  its 
size,  has  undoubtedly  the  finest  school  building  in  this  section  of  the 
State.  In  addition  to  the  above  improvements  a  number  of  school 
houses  were  repaired  and  school  grounds  enlarged. 

With  sincere  thanks  to  directors,  teachers,  patrons,  the  public  press 
of  the  county,  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  numerous 
courtesies  and  earnest  co-operation,  I  respectfully  submit  my  report. 


Official  Document,  No.   6. 


REPORTS 


City  and  Borough  Superintendents. 


ALLEGHENY— John  Morrow. 


The  Allegheny  schools  closed  a  successful  year's  work.  The  truant 
school  was  found  to  be  a  great  incentive  to  regularity  in  attendance. 
It  improved  the  conduct  of  those  who  were  disposed  to  be  belligerent 
and  disorderly  in  the  ward  schools.  Altogether  the  truant  school  has 
been  a  great  success. 

During  the  year  another  kindergarten  was  started,  this  one  in 
the  Tenth  ward,  thus  making  four  in  all. 

The  Ninth  ward  has  organized  a  manual  training  school.  It  em- 
braces different  kinds  of  woodwork,  iron  work,  cooking  and  sewing. 
It  is  well  equipped  and  has  been  very  successful  since  it  started  last 
January.     We  now  have  two  good  manual  training  schools  in  the  city. 

The  Tenth  ward  is  building  a  new  school  house  which  will  be  fin- 
ished ready  for  occupancy  about  the  first  of  January.  This  build- 
ing is  a  substantial  brick  structure  containing  eight  rooms  and  base- 
ment. The  Third  ward  also  has  begun  the  erection  of  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  elegant  buildings  in  the  State.  It  will  embrace,  in 
addition  to  the  regular  public  school  accommodations,  manual  train- 
ing, and  kindergarten  departments. 

Our  schools  have  been  unmolested  during  the  year's  progress  by 
sickness  and  all  kinds  of  epidemics  for  which  we  can  not  be  too 
thankful  to  an  allwise  Providence. 

(189) 
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ALLENTOWN— F.  D.  Raub. 


I  beg  leave  to  present  my  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  AUentown, 
Pa.,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1898. 

The  progress  in  the  schools  of  the  city  has  been  general  and  satis- 
factory. By  the  erection  of  the  two  new  buildings  in  the  northern 
and  the  western  parts  of  the  city,  the  overcrowded  conditions  of  the 
buildings  contiguous  to  these  sections,  have  been  relieved,  whilst  the 
new  structures  themselves  are  models  of  convenience  and  comfort. 
Although  each  building  contains  but  four  rooms,  still  provisions  have 
been  made,  so  that  each  of  them  can  be  enlarged  without  marring  the 
harmony  of  the  same. 

Closer  grading  in  the  lower  grades  has  resulted  in  enabling  the 
teachers  in  these  to  do  more  effective  work  and  at  the  same  time  to  do 
it  more  readily. 

Xight  schools  were  in  operation  during  five  months  beginning  with 
November.  The  work  was  done  under  the  direction  of  a  supervising 
principal,  and  thus  better  results  were  obtained  in  securing  more 
regular  attendance  and  more  systematic  work. 

As  a  matter  of  experiment,  the  employment  of  an  attendance  officer 
proved  very  satisfactory,  so  much  so,  that  at  the  close  of  the  past 
school  year,  he  was  unanimously  re-elected  to  the  same  position  for 
the  coming  year.  Whilst  the  labors  of  this  office  have  been  very  ef- 
fective, yet  owing  to  the  indifference  of  some  parents  and  the  utter 
helplessness  of  some  others,  his  work  was  very  much  hampered.  The 
necessity  of  special  schools  for  habitual  truants  and  incorrigibles, 
more  and  more  manifested  itself  as  the  work  of  the  officer  was  closely 
observed. 

But  viewing  the  work  of  the  past  year  as  a  whole,  there  is  every 
reason  to  feel  encouraged  in  anticipation  of  what  may  be  accomp- 
lished during  the  coming  year. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  at  this  time  to  thank  the  Department  for  the 
many  acts  of  kindness  extended  during  past  year. 


ALTOONA— D.  S.  Keith. 


It  is  gratifying  to  report  a  year  of  substantial  improvement.  Es- 
pecially is  this  true  in  regard  to  the  progress  made  by  the  teachers  in 
their  scholastic  attainments.     Never  before  did  thev  labor  so  dili- 
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gently  and  earnestly  to  make  advancement.  Some  formed  themselves 
into  groups  and  pursued  the  branches  in  which  they  were  deficient. 
Others  formed  themselves  into  classes  and  received  instruction  from 
well  qualified  teachers.  With  these  efforts  continued  it  will  not  be 
long  until  there  will  be  but  few  teachers  holding  provisional  certifi- 
cates, and  the  time  is  about  at  hand  when  this  grade  of  certificate 
should  be  granted  only  to  those  entering  the  profession  of  teaching. 
The  provisional  certificate  was  intended  only  as  a  stepping  stone. 
Teachers  should  not  stand  on  it  too  long.  There  is  a  demand  for 
higher  qualifications.  Teachers  of  inferior  ability  cannot  advance 
pupils  to  a  high  standard.  A  good  course  of  study  in  the  hands  of 
poor  teachers  will  not  make  good  scholars.  Teachers,  however,  who 
hold  provisional  certificates,  who  have  been  long  in  the  service  and 
who  have  ability  to  teach  what  they  know,  should  not  be  debarred  be- 
cause of  grade  of  certificate.  The  effort  of  teachers  to  improve  their 
scholastic  attainments  during  their  term  of  service  has  sometimes  a 
tendency  to  cause  them  to  neglect  that  preparation  which  is  so  im- 
portant in  doing  effective  work.  The  preparation  of  illustrative 
matter  outside  of  text  books,  peculiarity  of  disposition,  methods  of 
management,  the  inspiring  of  pupils  to  higher  ideals,  the  building  of 
true  character  and  many  other  things  that  enter  into  the  school  room 
work,  should  require  the  attention  and  thought  of  the  teacher  and 
should  be  regarded  as  of  first  importance. 

Charles  H.  Bickel,  a  principal  of  one  of  the  ward  schools,  died  in 
December,  after  a  short  illness.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  high  school 
of  Clearfield,  Pa.  After  spending  a  year  or  more  in  the  mining  re- 
gions of  Colorado  and  Nevada  he  returned  to  Clearfield  county  where 
he  taught  several  terms;  later  he  taught  in  Logan  township,  Blair 
county.  Being  eager  to  advance  he  made  application  for  the  position 
of  principal  of  one  of  the  ward  schools  of  Altoona,  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  June,  1889,  and  served  continuously  until  the  time  of  his 
last  illness.  In  June,  1897,  having  passed  the  examination  at  Slippery 
Rock  State  Normal  School,  he  was  granted  a  State  certificate  in  the 
elementary  course.  He  was  a  diligent  student,  an  energetic  teacher, 
and  a  man  who  by  his  social  qualities  had  made  many  friends. 


ASHLAND— Wm.  C.  Estler. 


The  schools  w^ere  in  session  180  days,  and  the  evening  school,  126 
evenings  of  two  and  one-half  hours  each.  One  thousand  four  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  day  schools,  with  an  aver- 


172  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

age  daily  attendance  of  1.140;  and  lOo  in  the  evening  school,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  40. 

Supplementary  Reading. 

The  supplementary  reading  list  was  enriched  by  the  addition  of  the 
Cyr  readers,  Judson's  "The  Young  America,"'  Walton  and  Brum- 
baugh's ''Stories  of  Pennsylvania,"  and  ''American  History  Stories." 

Professional  Work. 

The  best  evidence  of  professional  study  on  the  part  of  our  teachers 
is  the  fact  that  a  large  number  secured  our  highest  grade  certificate  at 
the  annual  teachers'  examination. 

Commencement. 

A  class  of  21,  six  boys  and  15  girls  was  graduated.  Especial 
features  of  this  year's  exercises  were  the  physical  culture  drills,  and 
the  class  of  music  prepared  by  home  talent. 

Flags. 
Flags  are  now  floating  from  every  school  building. 

Free  Text  Books,  Sixth  Year. 

Cost  of  books  for  year  ending  June  1,  1898, |379  79 

Cost  of  supplies  for  year  ending  June  1,  1898, 222  12 

Total. 1601  91 

Total  enrollment,  1,468,  day  schools. 

Average  cost  per  pupil  for  text  books  for  year, 10.258 

Average  cost  per  pupil  for  supplies  for  year, .151 

Total $0,409 


BEAVER  FALLS— Chas.  J.  Boak. 


In  submitting  this  my  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Beaver 
Falls,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  school  year  just  closed  has 
been  one  of  marked  success. 

The  schools  of  this  city  may  justly  lay  claim  to  a  place  among  the 
best  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
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Tliis  is  diu'  to  llie  I'acL  lliat  Wf  have  a  bcnud  of  education  who  are 
fully  awake  to  the  growing  demands  of  our  school  system,  and  are 
willing  on  their  jtart  to  sacrifice  both  time  and  labor  in  looking  in  de- 
tail after  all  the  interests  of  our  schools. 

A  board  who  are  willing  (o  pay  the  price  tliat  will  secure  first  class 
teachers,  and  then  make  the  conditions  such  that  they  can  do  first 
class  work  by  having  well  kept  rooms  with  the  best  apparatus. 

During  the  last  two  years  there  has  been  a  complete  reorganization 
of  the  schools  of  this  jdace.  Ainoug  the  most  important  changes  that 
have  been  made  and  found  successful  are  the  following: 

Jst.  Increased  authority  and  responsibility  of  the  principals  of  the 
various  buildings. 

2d.  The  change  from  ten  to  nine  grades  below  the  high  school. 

3d.  Extending  the  time  in  the  high  school  from  two  to  four  years. 

4th.  Adding  to  the  curriculum  chemistry,  botany,  zoology,  geology, 
three  years  Latin,  and  two  years  German. 

5th.  The  department  plan  of  teaching  in  the  high  school. 

0th.  The  regular  employment  of  one  substitute  for  each  building  on 
a  salary. 

Tth.  The  meeting  of  the  teachers  by  grades  each  week  in  the  super- 
intendent's office  and  planning  the  work  and  making  an  outline  for 
the  subsequent  week's  work, 

8th.  The  raising  of  the  standard  for  promotion. 

tJth.  The  introduction  of  the  Pollard  system  of  Reading. 

10th.  The  introduction  of  vertical  writing. 

11th.  The  introduction  of  elementary  science  work  in  all  the  grades. 

12th.  The  change  of  a  number  of  the  text  books  in  use,  to  better  and 
more  up  to  date  books. 

13th.  The  introduction  of  mental  arithmetic. 

14th.  The  adoption  of  an  entire  new  course  of  study. 

The  above  changes  with  many  others  of  minor  importance,  have 
placed  our  schools  on  a  higher  plane,  and  the  public  has  shown  its  ap- 
proval of  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  in  trying  to  make  the  schools 
of  Beaver  Falls  second  to  none. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  kindnesses  shown  to  me  in  my  new  duties. 

The  hoard  of  education  who  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances 
have  given  to  me  their  unanimous  support. 

The  teachers  who  have  been  earnest  and  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  and  ready  and  anxious  at  all  times  for  counsel  and 
suggestions. 

We  feel  that  we  have  great  reason  for  encouragement  and  look  for- 
ward to  the  coming  year  with  much  pleasure,  believing  that  it  will  be 
the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  schools. 
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BETHLEHEM— Geo.  W.  Twitmyer. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  satisfactory  in  most  respects.  That 
progress  has  been  made  is  indicated  by  the  following  facts:  Our  people 
have  faith  in  their  schools  and  fully  realize  that  they  are  organized 
and  maintained  for  the  benefit  of  the  children;  the  parents  have  co- 
operate d  mere  actively  and  more  cheerfully  ^^  ith  the  teac-e  s  and  they 
in  turn  have  done  more  to  bring  the  home  and  the  school  into  sym- 
pathetic relations  to  eacli  other;  on  the  part  of  pupils  there  has  been 
a  great  advance  in  self-control,  concentration,  endurance,  application 
to  the  duties  of  the  school  and  a  desire  for  power  to  be  and  do,  rather 
than  the  amassing  of  mere  information. 

The  introduction  of  vocal  music  and  the  employment  of  a  musical 
director  mark  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  our  schools.  Not  much  by 
the  way  of  the  mastery  of  music  as  an  art  or  a  science  can  be  accomp- 
lished in  a  half  year,  but  the  good  efifect  is  already  noticeable  in  the 
more  rythmical  and  more  harmonious  movements  of  the  children;  it 
has  already  shown  the  children  the  value  of  correlated  effort  and  the 
co-dependence  of  individuals  in  community  life.  The  teachers  have 
entered  upon  the  instruction  of  music  in  the  belief  that  it  is  as  essen- 
tial as  any  other  branch  of  elementary  education. 

The  work  of  correlating  the  educational  forces  of  the  community 
has  been  continued  during  the  year  with  most  excellent  results.  The 
teachers  visited  every  home  represented  in  the  schools;  these  visits  did 
much  to  create  and  foster  a  spirit  of  mutual  interest  between  teachers 
and  parents.  Three  mothers'  meetings  were  held  during  the  year  at 
which  there  were  about  five  hundred  mothers  in  attendance;  we  also 
held  two  educational  meetings  open  to  the  general  public;  they  were 
addressed  by  Dr.  John  B.  McMaster  and  Dr.  M.  D.  Larned,  both  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  The  helpful  influences  of  all  these  meet- 
ings can  easily  be  discerned  in  the  better  co-operation  of  the  home  and 
the  higher  appreciation  of  the  function  and  value  of  free  public  edu- 
cation. 

Over  one  hundred  new  books  have  been  added  to  our  reference  li- 
brary, purchased  from  the  proceeds  of  a  Shakespearean  and  musical 
entertainment  given  by  the  pupils  of  the  high  school. 

Bev.  G.  A.  Schwedes,  of  Christ  Beformed  Church,  preached  the  first 
annual  sermon  to  the  graduating  class  and  Dr.  Lincoln  Hully,  of  Buck- 
nell  University,  made  the  commencement  address.  On  both  of  these 
occasions  the  church  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  hundreds 
were  unable  to  gain  admittance. 

Our  teachers'  meetings  held  on  alternate  Saturday  mornings  were 
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helpful  iu  iiiaiiy  ways.  Under  the  head  of  school  economy  there  was 
a  careful  consideration  of  everything  that  pertained  to  the  manage- 
ment and  operation  of  our  schools;  special  emphasis  was  put  upon  the 
correct  use  of  the  English  language  by  (he  pupils  in  all  their  exercises; 
individual  instruction  as  opposed  to  mass  treatment;  the  rational  uni- 
fication of  studies  and  instruction.  Applied  Psychology  and  Child- 
Study  was  an  important  feature  of  our  meetings.  There  was  no  effort 
at  determinate  experimentation,  other  than  the  testing  of  the  eyes  of 
all  pupils  in  our  schools,  but  rather  a  loving,  sympathetic  study  of  the 
child  in  its  instincts,  hopes,  aspirations  and  daily  activities,  in  the 
spirit  of  the  teacher  who  said:  "Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  unto  the  least  of 
those,  ye  did  it  unto  me."  The  third  division  of  our  work  was  for  cul- 
tural purposes.  A  literary,  sociological  and  pedagogical  study  w^as 
made  of  Cxeorge  Eliot's  "Adam  Bede."  The  teachers  took  up  these 
various  lines  with  commendable  zeal;  a  broadening  of  their  scholastic, 
as  well  as  of  their  pedagogical  horizon  is  the  resultant  of  our  studies 
together. 


BRADDOCK— J.  S.  Keefer. 


While  there  is  nothing  of  special  or  unusual  interest  to  report  con- 
cerning the  Braddock  schools,  yet  the  work  done  during  the  past  year 
has  been  uniformly  good.  Our  energies  have  been  directed  toward 
the  improvement  of  the  established  lines  of  work,  rather  than  toward 
the  introduction  of  new  things. 

Two  new  school  rooms  were  fitted  up  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
pupils  in  the  primary  grades  of  the  Second  ward. 

Last  year  special  attention  was  given  to  oral  number  work  in  the 
third  and  fourth  grades,  and  this  year  it  was  continued  and  empha- 
sized with  very  gratifying  results. 

One  of  the  important  results  of  teaching  music  in  the  public 
schools  should  be  the  ability,  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  to  read  music 
of  moderate  difficulty  at  sight.  Our  success  in  this  was  not  what  we 
desired.  At  the  beginning  of  the  present  term,  the  model  music 
course  was  introduced,  and  w^e  were  not  only  gratified  but  surprised 
at  the  progress  made  in  sight  reading. 

The  teachers  were  earnest  and  faithful  in  their  work  and  as  a  rule 
took  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to  improve  themselves  profes- 
sionally. 

T  desire  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  the  board  of  directors, 
to  the  teachers,  and  to  patrons  for  their  co-operation  in  all  that  I  have 
attempted  for  the  good  of  the  schools. 
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BRADFORD— E.  E.  Miller. 


There  have  been  no  special  innovations  in  the  management  or  wort 
of  the  Bradford  schools  within  the  past  year. 

There  was  the  usual  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled,  and 
the  usual  crowded  condition  of  the  school  rooms  prevailed. 

The  most  important  school  event  of  the  year,  was  the  election  held 
in  February,  when  the  issue  of  bonds  for  the  erection  of  a  new  high 
school  building  was  submitted  to  the  fjeople  and  the  issue  of  bonds 
was  endorsed  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  The  new  building  is  al- 
ready well  under  way,  and  will  be  ready  for  the  opening  of  schools 
next  year. 

Indiana  lime  stone  and  pressed  brick  are  the  materials  used  in  con 
struction,  and  when  completed,  the  building  will  be  up  to  date  and  a 
model  in  every  respect.  There  will  be  twelve  school  rooms,  recita- 
tion rooms,  library,  laboratory,  book  room,  offices  for  superintendent 
and  high  school  i>rincipal,  board  of  school  control  room,  and  large 
assembly  hall;  strict  regard  has  been  given  to  the  matter  of  heating 
and  ventilation;  while  devoid  of  elaborate  and  costly  ornamentation, 
the  building  will  be  handsome  and  imposing.  The  entire  cost  will  be 
kept  within  the  limits  originally  fixed  by  the  board. 

When  the  350  pupils  now  comprising  the  high  school  are  transferred 
into  the  new  building,  additional  school  rooms  will  be  available  in  the 
present  high  school  building,  which  can  be  used  by  the  lower  grades, 
and  thus  relieve  the  schools  that  are  overcrowded. 

The  school  board  added  two  weeks  to  the  length  of  the  school  term 
giving  us  38  weeks  of  school.  I  notice  by  the  reports  that  in  many 
districts,  the  increased  State  appropriation  to  the  public  schools  is  not 
used  either  to  increase  the  length  of  the  school  term,  or  to  increase  the 
teachers'  salaries,  but  to  relieve  the  district  of  all  school  taxation; 
directors  in  such  districts  do  not  openly  solicit  alms,  but  seek  by 
legislative  piracy  to  appropriate  the  taxes,  paid  by  other  citizens,  to 
the  education  of  their  own  children.  But  why  criticise  in  print  a  class 
of  people  who  do  not  read,  and  whose  chief  official  acts  consist  in  sign- 
ing warrants  for  flOO  for  a  set  of  charts  that  cost  agents  |10  plus  the 
amount  donated  to  the  directors  for  personal  time  and  trouble. 

We  still  have  written  examinations  and  make  monthly  reports  to 
parents.  Our  pupils  are  still  required  to  study  in  order  to  learn  and 
be  promoted,  notwithstanding  the  many  copyrighted  plans  of  "noted 
educators,"  who  have  discovered  a  means  of  doing  away  with  all 
such  disagreeable  requirements.  The  teachers  have  been  faithful 
and  intelligent  in  their  work,  and  the  board  conscientious  in  the  per- 
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forinance  of  duties.  Harmony  has  prevailed  and  good  work  has  been 
done.  Parents  have  been  interested.  They  made  2,456  visits  to  the 
schools  during  the  year. 


BKISTOL— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The  schools  of  Bristol  borough  have  been  making  good  progress 
during  the  past  year  along  the  lines  of  regular  work.  The  teachers 
hare  been  earnest  and  faithful  and  progressive,  striving  to  bring  their 
grades  up  to  the  standard  and  to  inspire  their  pupils  with  an  ambition 
for  advancement. 

The  average  attendance  and  per  cent,  of  attendance  have  been  good 
throughout  the  schools.  Several  entertainments  were  given  by  the 
primary  grades  to  increase  the  interest  in  the  grammar  and  high 
schools.  These  entertainments  were  held  in  the  high  school  assembly 
room,  that  the  parents  and  friends  might  learn  something  of  the  high 
school  and  perhaps  desire  their  children  to  continue  into  the  higher 
grades.  • 

Much  new  work  has  been  done  this  year  throughout  all  the  grades 
in  memorizing  choice  selections  of  both  prose  and  poetry.  The  read- 
ing has  also  been  very  carefully  supervised.  Lists  of  books  were  sent 
to  each  teacher  and  the  pupils  recjuired  to  read  them  and  review  them 
with  the*  teacher.  Thus  it  is  hoped  to  create  a  desire  for  good  liter- 
ature. 

There  has  been  no  foolish  or  wasteful  expenditure  of  money  on  the 
part  of  the  school  board.  No  charts,  globes,  blocks,  or  other  useless 
materia]  have  been  purchased,  but  all  real  necessities  have  been  pro- 
vided. 

Our  teachers  have  done  commendable  work  of  a  professional  nature 
in  several  different  studies  and  have  in  no  way  lost  ground  this  year. 

The  commencement,  which  was  held  on  the  evening  of  June  24,  was 
very  successful.     A  class  of  ten  girls  graduated. 

The  introduction  of  Latin  into  the  high  school  this  year  has  met 
with  much  favor  and  it  is  proposed  to  give  the  pupils  a  three  years' 
course  in  it. 


BUTLER— Jno.  A.  Gibson. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  generally  gratifying  results. 
The  enrollment  of  pupils  shows  an  increase  of  about  ten  (10)  per  cent. 
12-6-98 
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over  tbat  of  last  year.  We  have  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in 
securing  any  material  benefit  from  the  compulsory  attendance  law. 
The  law  does  not  go  far  enough.  Too  high  a  percentage  of  our  pupils 
belong  less  than  the  whole  school  term.  Investigation  shows  that  a 
ridiculously  small  number  of  these  pupils  do  any  considerable  amount 
of  work.  If  it  be  the  object  of  our  school  system  to  benefit  all  classes 
of  society,  it  is  certainly  a  mistake  to  permit  the  careless  and  indiffer- 
ent to  waste  a  high  percentage  of  the  school  year  and  negative  the 
good  results  of  the  remainder  by  irregular  attendance. 

The  year's  work  in  the  school  room  has  been  fairly  good.  The  per- 
centage of  pupils  doing  a  year's  work  has  been  high  except  in  the 
lower  grades.  Here  we  have  been  handicapped  on  account  of  the 
crowded  condition  of  the  rooms  and  an  epidemic  of  measles  which 
rendered  the  attendance  much  broken  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
year.  Our  school  population  has  been  increasing  so  rapidly  that  it  is 
difficult  to  make  school  accommodations  keep  pace.  Our  school  board 
has  endeavored  to  remedy  this  congested  condition  in  the  primary 
schools  by  a  liberal  increase  in  the  teaching  force  for  the  coming  year. 
We  are  much  in  need  of  a  new  school  building  which  will  no  doubt  be 
secured  so  soon  as  possible. 

General  teachers'  meetings  were  maintained  throughout  the  year 
and  it  is  thought  some  benefit  resulted  from  them.  Considering  the 
small  salaries  received,  our  teachers  are  showing  a  commendable  de- 
gree of  zeal  in  fitting  themselves  more  thoroughly  for  their  duties  and 
entering  into  their  labors  with  a  truly  professional  spirit..  We  are 
confronted  with  that  great  difficulty  of  having  our  trained  teachers 
leave  us;  as  a  result  of  which  we  are  compelled  to  be  continually 
^'breaking  in"  new  ones.  This  consumption  of  time  in  teaching 
teachers  how  to  teach  instead  of  instructing  the  pupils  is  a  condition 
which  renders  professional  teaching  visionary  indeed  and  the  best 
results,  an  ever-elusive  chimera.  Unless  there  is  a  sufficient  increase 
of  salary  to  hold  young  people  in  the  work,  or  provision  is  made  for 
pensions  in  old  age,  the  outlook  must  continue  to  be  discouraging. 

During  the  second  mouth  of  the  term  our  high  school  was  moved 
into  its  new  quarters,  where  it  has  experienced  a  most  successful  year 
under  the  efficient  management  of  Principal  Sernonk  Irvine.  The 
high  school  enrollment  was  the  largest  in  its  history  and  will  be  still 
larger  next  year.  The  graduating  class  numbered  32,  and  from  the 
grammar  school  91.  The  high  school  is  still  wanting  a  fully-equipped 
science  department.     This  we  hope  to  secure  in  the  near  future. 

The  public  school  library  has  received  a  liberal  increase  through  the 
bequest  of  Col.  Cooper  McKee  who  willed  to  the  schools  his  private 
library  of  about  300  choice  volumes. 

Our  schools  celebrated  Washington's  birthday  with  appropriate  pa- 
triotic exercises  and  made  it  a  general  visitors'  day  for  the  public.  The 
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results  of  the  experiment  were  gratifying.  An  extra  interest  was 
added  by  having  the  pupils  write  and  deliver  their  own  invitations. 
Parents  are  reached  through  the  things  their  own  children  do. 


CARBONDALE— John  J.  Forbes. 


In  compliance  with  the  legal  requirements,  I  submit  the  following 
report  for  the  school  year  ending  June,  1898. 

It  was  a  period  of  growth,  and  the  development  along  lines  that 
give  encouragement  for  the  future  was  notable.  We  held  our  first 
annual  institute  separate  from  the  county,  and  were  much  pleased 
with  the  results.  The  instructors  were  practical  teachers  and  held 
the  undivided  attention  of  the  listeners  from  the  opening  of  the  first 
session  to  the  close  of  the  last  one.  The  several  meetings  were  held 
in  a  school  room,  and  consequently  our  teachers  felt  more  at  home 
than  they  would  if  the  institute  were  in  a  theatre  or  other  public  hall. 
Those  who  occupied  the  platform  were  content  to  talk  to  the  corps, 
not  at  them  or  over  their  heads  and  beyond  their  comprehension. 

No,  7,  which  was  a  homely  four-room  building,  had  its  capacity 
doubled  by  an  addition  which  transformed  it  into  a  very  imposing 
structure.  Two  of  the  rooms  were  occupied  immediately.  We  have 
not  yet  sufficient  accommodation  at  Nos.  1,  2  and  5,  but  hope  to  see 
the  needed  improvements  materialize  soon. 

It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  work  closely  to  the  new  high  school 
course,  adopted  two  years  ago.  But  a  class  has  been  graduated  every 
year  to  retain  interest  in  the  high  school,  and  to  deceive  the  people 
into  the  belief  that  the  difference  between  the  old  course  and  the  new 
one  is  not  so  great  as  they  believed  it  to  be.  In  order  to  graduate 
pupils  it  has  been  necessary  to  doctor  diplomas,  branches  being 
marked  off  and  on  as  convenience  dictated;  and  in  some  instances,  it 
required  considerable  doctoring.  The  work  in  this  respect  has  not 
been  altogether  systematic. 

As  far  as  the  new  course  has  been  adhered  to,  it  has  proved  an  un- 
qualified success.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  languages  under  the 
direction  of  W.  D.  Bryden,  a  graduate  of  Lafayette  College.  Mr. 
Bryden  has  succeeded  in  awakening  an  appreciation  of  liberal  educa- 
tion. The  new  course  is  designed  for  this  purpose;  and,  when  in  full 
working  order,  will  doubtless  prove  a  great  incentive  for  our  young 
people  to  seek  true  intellectual  cultivation.  The  school  board  and 
especially  the  President,  W.  T.  Colville,  Ph.  D.,  who  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  the  result,  deserve  great  credit  for  the  departure  from 
the  old  "three  R"  course  of  past  years,  and  the  liberalizing  of  our 
system  according  to  the  best  standard  of  modern  educational  ideas. 


180  •  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


CAELISLE— S.  B.  Shearer. 


1  would  offer  this  as  my  annual  report  for  1898: 

The  general  trend  of  public  school  work  in  Carlisle  is  along  the  lines 
of  progress.  This  is  evident  if  any  phase  is  carefully  observed  and 
studied.  Manj-  school  problems  have  come  before  the  board  demand- 
ing most  careful  and  earnest  consideration  in  order  to  reach  the  best 
solution.  These  have  been  met  with  such  a  spirit  of  interest  and  de- 
gree of  intelligence  that  must  command  the  a'pproval  of  all  who  have 
the  highest  and  best  interests  of  the  schools  at  heart. 

The  one  prevailing  thought  has  been  to  give  the  child  dependent  ou 
the  public  school  for  its  education,  all  possible  assistance  toward  get- 
ting the  best  under  the  very  best  conditions  that  the  community  may 
be  reasonably  expected  to  give.  To  do  this  properly  and  satisfactorily 
the  board  has  been  working  along  a  few  well  defined  lines. 

First.  The  erection  of  new  buildings.  This  resulted  in  purchasing 
two  sites  preparatory.  One  in  the  First  and  the  other  in  the  Third 
ward.  It  was  agreed  to  build  on  the  former  one  during  the  present 
year.  An  eight-room  plan  was  selected  and  the  contract  let  for  |20,- 
500  for  the  building  alone.  This  structure  is  now  approaching  com- 
pletion. Each  room  is  25x35  and  on  the  second  floor  two  are  easil}' 
made  into  an  assembly  room  by  the  adjustment  of  a  moveable  parti- 
tion. The  building  is  modern,  handsome  and  complete.  From  the 
smallest  details,  such  as  stationary  wash  bowls,  clothes  racks,  per- 
forated chalk  troughs  connected  with  the  most  approved  ventilation, 
to  the  buff  brick,  with  accompanying  stone  and  terra  cotta  trimmings, 
su^jplemented  by  terraced  grounds  edged  with  granolithic  walks,  it 
commands  the  admiration  of  all. 

In  contemplating  it  there  is  not  even  a  suggestion  of  extravagance, 
only  thoughts  of  fitness  and  adaptation  for  the  work.  The  question 
of  another  building  for  the  yet  unoccupied  site  will  likely  engage  the 
thought  of  the  board  during  the  earl}'  part  of  the  coming  year.  The 
superintendent  will  be  pardoned  for  thus  officially  congratulating  the 
architect,  Mr.  Miller,  of  Harrisburg;  tlu^  contractor,  Mr.  Porter,  of 
Carlisle;  the  lioard,  and  the  community,  on  the  ''Penn  building,"  be- 
lieving with  the  jtoet  that  a  ''thing  of  beauty  is  a  Joy  forever." 

Second.  The  board  has  also  been  giving  special  attention  to  the 
gradual  changing  and  improving  of  the  course  of  study  and  manner  of 
conducting  the  work  in  the  high  school.  For  many  years  the  classics 
have  had  a  nominal  place  on  the  list  of  studies,  but  no  demand 
for  their  study  having  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  patrons  they  were 
not  pursued.  Three  years  ago  instruction  in  Latin  was  requested,  and 
last  year  Greek  was  desired  by  quite  a  number  of  pupils.     The  board 
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responded  at  oiue  grain inj;  ilic  o])portiinities.  IM-evious  to  this  time 
the  school  was  conducted  on  the  class  phm.  Kach  professor  being  an 
all-around  teacher.  These  changes  began  to  demand  tlie  rotation  of 
classes  for  recitation.  They  also  brought  the  de|tartmental  plan  up 
for  consideration.  This  resulted  in  its  adoption  and  use  throughout 
the  Acar.  The  results  are  entiicly  satisfactory  and  conclusive  that 
the  unanimous  judgment  of  the  board  in  the  matter  was  correct.  The 
organization  of  three  classes  in  Latin,  and  two  in  Greek  together  with 
some  additional  work  in  general  liistoi-y,  rhetoric,  and  English  classics 
has  crowded  the  curriculum  and  placed  too  much  pressure  on  studious 
pupils.  The  attempt  to  do  in  three  years  what  most  schools  try  to  ac- 
complish in  four  may  not  be  the  best  in  the  end.  The  board  is  fully 
cognizant  of  these  conditions  and  will  early  consider  the  extension  of 
the  course  to  four  years  with  the  arrangement  of  probably  three 
parallel  courses  of  study,  classical,  English  and  commercial.  This 
would  seem  to  meet  the  varied  wants  of  all  who  wish  public  education 
in  our  community,  give  ample  time  to  do  the  work  well,  and  better  pre- 
pare the  graduates  to  connect  with  the  school,  social,  industrial  or 
business  world  beyond. 

Third.  The  board  has  been  making  a  careful  study  of  the  grading 
below  the  high  school.  The  question  as  to  w^hether  the  elementary 
schools  are  always  giving  the  great  masses  that  never  enter  the  high 
school  the  best  of  that  which  they  need  in  the  best  pos.sible  way,  is  al- 
ways a  vital  and  a  pertinent  one.  In  this  age  when  so  many  demands 
are  made  upon  so  many  children,  and  in  our  community  upon  girls  es- 
pecially by  factories,  that  they  rapidly  leave  school  in  the  lower  gram- 
mar, intermediate,  and  occasionally  in  the  secondary  grades,  it  is  im- 
perative that  no  element  of  delay  in  progress,  no  unecessary  waste  of 
time  should  hinder  the  pupil  in  his  advancement  along  the  lines  that 
are  always  regarded  as  essential.  In  common  with  most  boroughs  in 
our  State,  we  have  been  operating  along  the  two-class  plan  in  each 
grade  below  the  high  school,  save  the  primary,  in  which  three  classes 
have  prevailed.  We  are  now  considering  the  adoption  of  the  one  class 
plan,  with  its  division  into  sections  as  contingencies  may  arise.  This 
is  followed  largely  in  cities  with  ward  buildings,  and  upon  close  inves- 
tigation of  our  school  conditions  as  to  residence  of  pupils,  number  in 
each  grade,  etc.,  the  plan  may  not  be  incompatible  with  the  best  condi- 
tions of  greater  success.  The  matter  will  come  up  for  early  considera- 
tion in  the  new  year. 

Fourth.  It  is  also  probable  that  the  board  as  rajudly  as  it  conveni- 
ently can  will  work  along  the  line  of  placing  text  books  by  the  same 
author  in  all  grades  of  our  schools.  In  these  days  of  making  books 
there  are  many  good  series,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why 
so  many  authors  should  be  used  in  the  same  line  in  dififerent  grades. 
It  sometimes  occurs  that  an  author  may  be  better  suited  for  an  ele- 
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mentary  grade  than  for  a  high  one  and  vice  versa.  We  recognize  the 
exception  but  think  the  pupil  will  improve  more  rapidly  as  he  is  com- 
pelled to  re-learn  least.  In  the  high  school  when  new  subjects  are 
taken  up  the  author  best  adapted  may  be  selected  without  reference 
to  the  grades  below.  In  any  grade  beside  the  basic  author  much  sup- 
plementary work  can  be  used. 

Fifth.  In  order  to  stimulate  teachers  professionally,  the  board  rec- 
ommended the  organization  of  the  teachers  into  an  association,  under 
the  direction  of  the  superintendent.  This  was  done.  Meetings  were 
held  regularly  from  7  to  9  on  alternate  Monday  evenings  during  the 
last  six  months  of  the  term.  The  time  each  evening  was  divided  be- 
tween the  discussion  of  a  practical  professional  question  suggested  by 
the  superintendent,  and  the  critical  study  of  Paradise  Lost,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  accomplished  principal  of  the  high  school,  E.  L. 
Cross,  A.  M. 

Besides  these  probably  most  important  things,  many  other  ones 
show  also  the  proper  progressive  spirit.  Books  of  reference  have  been 
added  to  the  high  school. 

Additional  supplementary  reading  has  been  placed  in  various 
grades. 

Prof.  J.  E.  Maxwell,  a  distinguished  graduate  of  Wilberforce  Uni- 
versity, Ohio,  was  made  a  principal  of  the  colored  high  school. 

A  new  colored  school  of  the  intermediate  grade  was  established, 
thus  giving  the  required  five  grades. 

An  additional  primary  school  was  created,  thus  tending  to  make  the 
schools  of  that  grade  a  better  working  size. 

A  new  boys'  grammar  school  was  also  formed.  Two  sets  of  the 
most  approved  single  furniture  were  procured. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  girls  from  the  primary,  secondary  and  inter- 
mediate grades  followed  the  G.  A.  R.,  on  Memorial  Day,  carrying  floral 
offerings  and  placing  them  on  their  comrades'  graves. 

One  hundred  colored  girls  performed  a  similar  service  for  the 
colored  G.  A.  R,  and  their  departed  comrades. 

Arbor  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day,  Washington's  Birthday  and  Mem- 
orial Day  were  all  duly  observed  by  all  schools,  and  with  special  ora- 
tions in  the  high  schools. 

The  American  Mechanics  placed  a  large  flag  on  the  Hamilton  build- 
ing with  appropriate  exercises  in  Bosler  Memorial  Hall,  Dickinson 
College. 

Eighteen  persons  graduated  from  the  high  school.  The  class  day 
and  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  Bosler  Memorial  Hall,  The 
college  authorities  in  granting  this  favor  placed  all  connected  with  the 
school  and  interested  in  the  commencement  work  under  many  obliga- 
tions. 

The  board  made  two  new  departures  in  our  commencement  work. 
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First.  The  exercises,  both  class  and  commencement,  were  held  in  the 
evening  instead  of  the  forenoon.  Second.  Instead  of  each  member 
of  the  class  ap|»oarin«^  actively  on  the  commencement  program,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  class  were  chosen.  These  were  limited  to  ten  in 
number  and  were  selected  thus:  Valedictorian,  highest  in  class  stand- 
ing; salutatorian,  next  in  class  standing;  then  followed  three  having 
next  relative  highest  standing,  making  five  on  account  of  best  general 
class  standing.  Of  those  remaining  three  were  taken  who  had  highest 
standing  in  original  com])osition,  and  of  those  who  still  remained  two 
were  taken  who  had  the  best  standing  in  declamation. 

Dr.  B.  O.  Mclntire  awarded  Miss  Bertie  Aberle  the  commencement 
prize  for  the  best  essa^'  on  MacBeth.  Miss  Ida  G.  Kutz  and  Mr.  James 
Durnin  also  received  commencement  prizes  for  excellence  in  scho- 
lastic work  during  the  year. 

All  schools  were  visited  by  directors.  A  number  of  them  making 
many  visits.  They  also  superintended  the  annual  examinations  in 
the  primary  grades.  The  schools  contributed  |31  toward  starting 
the  Washington  Memorial  University  movement.  A  number  of  con- 
tributions were  also  made  to  the  Cuban  sufferers.  The  commence- 
ment of  a  high  and  grammar  school  library,  the  adoption  of  a  course 
of  reading  in  all  grades  above  the  primary,  as  a  means  of  information 
and  culture,  as  well  as  an  auxiliary  to  composition  and  reproduction 
work,  and  a  systematic  introduction  of  choice  selections  to  be  mem- 
orized simultaneously  by  grades  are  matters  pressing  attention. 

During  the  entire  past  year  a  monthly  specimen  of  reproduction  or 
composition  work,  written  with  pen  and  ink  on  specially  prepared 
uniform  paper,  was  required  from  every  pupil  by  the  superintendent. 

As  a  portion  of  his  report,  the  superintendent  wishes  oflQcially  to 
recognize  the  generosity  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  J.  H.  Bosler,  Esq.,  in 
giving  and  maintaining  a  public  library  in  our  community.  The 
building,  library,  and  maintenance,  are  a  memorial  to  one  who  was 
long  so  prominently  and  favorably  associated  with  our  educational 
institutions  and  business  enterprises.  Reaching  the  masses,  its 
strengthening  culturing  influences  will  penetrate  our  public  schools 
and  aid  in  giving  that  general  intelligence  which  is  everywhere  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  most  important  needs  of  the  present  day. 

Directors  J.  R.  Bixler,  M.  D.,  and  Albert  A.  Line  severed  their  con- 
nection with  the  board  at  the  end  of  this  school  year.  The  former, 
after  serving  five  and  the  latter  four  terms.  They  were  succeeded  by 
Dr.  James  H.  Morgan,  professor  of  Greek  in  Dickinson  College,  and 
Mr.  L.  R.  Brenneman,  one  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  in  our 
community. 

My  relations  with  the  board,  teachers,  children  and  community, 
have  been  most  pleasant,  agreeable  and  helpful.  It  is  only  by  this 
constant,  persistent,  united  effort  that  we  can  hope  for  the  best  re- 
sults. 
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My  thanks  are  specialh'  due  to  the  public  spirited  editors  of  the 
''Herald,'"  "Voluuteer"'  and  "Sentinel/'  to  Dr.  B.  O.  Mclntire,  Dickin- 
son College,  Dr.  Eckels,  principal  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal 
School ;  to  all  members  of  the  board,  to  the  entire  corps  of  teachers, 
and  to  the  Department  of  Pubic  Instruction,  for  their  generous  as- 
sistance and  kind  co-operation  in  this  our  common  cause. 


CHAMBERSBURG— Samuel  Gelwix. 


A  short  time  before  the  opening  of  our  schools  last  September,  our 
former  Superintendent,  Prof.  F.  E.  Fickinger,  resigned  his  office  to 
take  charge  of  the  schools  of  Plymouth,  Pa.  Hence  I  assumed  my 
duties  under  considerable  disadvantage,  having  very  little  time  to 
outline  my  work  for  the  approaching  session.  No  new  measures  were 
inaugurated.  My  attention  being  directed,  principally,  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  plans  proposed  h\  my  predecessor. 

As  a  rule,  our  schools  made  commendable  progress.  Disappoint- 
ments are  very  common,  and  in  educational  matters  we  are  not  ex- 
empt from  them.  Experiments  are  always  uncertain,  and  it  remains 
to  be  seen  to  what  degree  of  success  we  can  push  the  proposed  ad- 
vances of  the  past  few  years. 

Our  high  school  has  grown  in  number  to  such  an  extent  as  to  de- 
mand additional  teaching  force.  Four  instructors  have  been  engaged 
for  next  session. 

J  am  pleased  to  note  the  success  attending  the  efforts  to  establish  a 
large  library  in  connection  with  our  high  school.  About  one  thousand 
volumes  are  now  on  the  shelves,  and  additional  purchases  will  be  made 
in  a  short  time.  The  growth  of  the  library  is  dependent  on  the  efforts 
of  teachers  and  pupils. 

During  the  term,  our  teachers  have  given  special  attention  to  self- 
improvement.  Different  classes  were  formed  and  a  regular  course  of 
study  was  followed.  These  classes  met  regularly  once  a  week,  and  in 
some  cases  twice  a  week. 

Tt  is  with  regret  we  part  with  one  of  our  best  teachers.  Miss  S.  A. 
Reynolds.  For  many  years  Miss  Reynolds  was  the  efficient  principal 
of  the  girls'  high  school,  and  since  the  consolidation  of  the  girls'  and 
boys'  schools,  she  has  been  an  invaluable  assistant.  Her  broken 
health  is  undoubtedly  due  to  her  untiring  energy,  her  faithfulness  to 
duty,  and  her  close  application  to  her  study.  We  sincerely  trust  she 
may  be  speedily  restored  to  her  usual  vigor. 
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CHESTER— C.  F.  Foster. 


The  annexation  of  the  borough  of  South  Chester  to  this  city,  occur- 
ring about  the  middle  of  the  past  term,  is  an  important  factor  to  be 
mentioned  in  the  year's  history.  We  have  thus  added  nearly  a  third 
to  the  number  of  teachers  and  pupils.  A  little  time  and  labor  will 
be  needed  to  consolidate  and  harmonize  the  school  work.  This  ad- 
justment has  been  deferred  to  some  extent,  but  will  be  made  as  com- 
plete as  possible  at  the  opening  of  the  next  term.  The  high  schools 
of  the  two  districts  have  been  united,  making  a  class  of  sixty-two 
graduates,  in  three  courses:  Forty-six  academic,  4  classical,  12  normal. 
Several  pupils  from  the  late  borough  of  South  Chester  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  commercial  class  of  the  central  grammar  school.  This 
school  continues  to  do  efficient  work,  having  broadened  it  so  as  to 
cover  a  business  course  of  two  years.  Its  graduates  have,  in  many 
instances,  secured  excellent  positions.  Land  has  been  purchased  by 
the  board,  and  a  costly  building  will  be  erected  next  year,  to  be  oc- 
cupied by  students  of  the  high  school  including  also  those  of  the  com- 
mercial class. 


COLUMBIA— S.  H.  Hoffman. 


The  following  brief  report  of  our  schools  is  respectfully  submitted: 

The  term  of  1897-1898  closed  June  1,  under  favorable  circumstances. 
Our  schools  were  in  session  180  days.  Forty-five  teachers  were  em- 
ployed, 2,117  pupils  were  enrolled  with  an  average  attendance  of  1,707. 
The  number  of  visits  to  the  schools  was  as  follows:  by  directors,  347; 
superintendent,  1,264;  patrons,  1,407;  total,  3,108. 

There  is  nothing  of  unusual  interest  to  report  in  regard  to  the  condi- 
tion or  progress  of  our  schools.  No  new  departures  have  been  made. 
Our  aim  has  been  to  secure  the  best  possible  results  by  adhering  to 
well  approved  methods. 

The  subject  of  music  continues  to  be  a  delightful  part  of  our  work. 
Prof,  W.  B.  Hall,  the  supervisor  of  music  has  lost  none  of  his  en- 
thusiasm, while  teachers  and  pupils  are  equally  interested.  Our  high 
school  continues  to  grow  in  numbers,  popularity  and  efficiency.  A 
college  preparatory  course  was  added  during  the  year.  A  class  of 
fifteen,  nine  girls  and  six  boys  received  diplomas  at  the  commence- 
ment exercises,  held  in  the  Columbia  opera  house,  June  3.     The  work 
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of  our  teachers  as  well  as  all  others  connected  with  our  schools,  in  an 
official  capacity,  was  characterized  by  earnest  and  conscientious  effort 
on  all  lines,  and  while  the  degree  of  success  attained  may  not  have 
equalled  our  desires,  there  are  sufficient  indications  of  ijrogress  and 
growth  to  stimulate  us  to  greater  activity  and  diligence  in  the  effort 
to  increase  the  usefulness  of  our  schools. 


CONSHOHOCKEN— J.  Horace  Landis. 


The  school  year  just  closed  was  one  marked  with  progress  in  many 
lines.  The  teachers  were  uninterrupted  in  their  work  and  performed 
their  duties  with  zeal.  The  good  work  began  the  previous  year,  was 
again  taken  up  this  year  and  continued  wdth  satisfaction  throughout 
the  year.  We  have  reasons  to  believe,  that  the  results  attained  this 
year,  have  been  in  keeping  with  healthy,  educational  progress. 

One  of  the  innovations  of  the  jear  w'as  the  appointment  of  a  prim- 
ary grade  principal.  It  was  an  experiment  and  it  proved  a  success. 
The  lady  teacher  selected  was  to  do  some  supervising  work.  Her 
visits  to  the  different  primary  rooms,  were  opportunities  to  get  much 
valuable  data  which  afforded  her  a  basis  to  work  out  changes  where 
it  was  expedient.  At  the  grade  meetings  the  most  important  points 
noted,  were  discussed.  The  principal,  conscientious  and  untiring  in 
the  performance  of  her  new  duties,  was  an  inspiration  to  the  other 
primary  teachers  for  good  work.  The  same  plan  is  to  be  adopted 
for  the  following  year. 

Much  stress  was  placed  on  elementary  science  in  the  secondary  and 
grammar  grades.  The  teachers  were  much  encouraged  with  the  re- 
sults and  the  interest  created.  In  the  high  school,  the  scope  of  work 
in  history,  literature,  and  mathematics  was  wider. 

Vertical  writing  w^as  introduced  in  all  the  grades  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  The  wisdom  of  this  change  was  questioned  by  many  at 
first.  The  change,  however,  was  not  as  hurtful  to  the  style  of  writing 
of  the  pupils  as  it  was  anticipated  it  would  be.  There  are  many  ex- 
cellent results,  and  on  the  whole,  entire  satisfaction  is  expressed 
over  the  change.  We  know  that  vertical  writing  is  destined  to  make 
legible,  uniform  and  careful  writers,  together  with  good  spellers.  It 
has  come  to  stay  with  us. 

The  manual  training  department,  despite  the  incommodious  quar- 
ters, was  up  to  previous  years  with  unabated  interest.  The  annual 
exhibition  of  work  this  year  was  examined,  as  usual,  by  an  appre- 
ciative gathering  of  the  patrons,  and  it  was  a  source  of  eliciting  many 
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favorable  comments  on  the  creditable  work.  A  new  building  is  now 
in  course  of  erection  to  give  this  school  the  long  needed  facilities  to 
extend  the  work  as  it  is  prescribed  in  the  curriculum.  The  building 
is  26x50,  tw^o  stories,  with  basement  under  the  entire  structure.  It 
is  to  be  completed  for  occupancy  on  the  opening  of  the  school  year  in 
September.  It  is  to  be  a  model  of  its  kind,  and  will  be  equipped  with 
the  best  and  latest  and  most  modern  kinds  of  apj)liances  both  for  sew- 
ing, and  wood  and  iron  work. 

The  partial  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  school  law  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  good.  There  w^as  more  regular  attendance  on  the  part  of 
those  children  who  were  accustomed  to  attend  school.  There  are 
some  parents  among  us  who  exercise  little,  if  any  concern  about  their 
children  with  respect  to  their  education,  and  never  send  them  to 
school.  It  is  a  matter  of  the  children's  choice  if  they  should  go  to 
school.  It  is  to  this  class  of  parents  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
should  extend,  and  its  penalty  imposed.  It  is  hoped  that  there  will 
be  a  more  vigorous  enforcement  of  it  this  coming  year. 

Our  teachers'  institutes  were  regularly  attended,  as  previous  year. 
Educational  Foundations  and  Painter's  History  of  Education  were 
used  as  a  basis  of  study.  The  teachers  deserve  credit  for  the  interest 
taken  in  the  w^ork  at  these  meetings.  Some  of  the  teachers  showed  a 
strong  spirit  of  self  improvement  in  certain  lines  of  reading.  Special 
care  and  effort  were  put  forth  by  them  to  gain  information  so  as  to 
be  better  equipped  to  direct  their  pupils  in  reading. 

The  school  board  has  manifested  much  interest  in  the  school  work 
and  has  been  prompt  to  supply  all  actual  needs. 


CORRY— A.  D.  Colegrove. 


The  large  increase  in  our  high  school  at  the  opening  of  the  year 
taxed  our  accommodations  to  the  utmost.  Although  occupying  tem- 
porarily the  auditorium  on  the  third  floor  as  a  study  hall,  even  that 
proved  too  small  to  seat  all  the  pupils;  but  by  employing  an  addi- 
tional teacher  and  using  another  recitation  room  we  have  accomp- 
lished very  fair  work  notwithstanding  some  inconveniences.  Our 
high  school  enrollment  for  the  month  of  September,  was  145,  being 
nearly  15  per  cent,  of  our  total  enrollment  for  that  month,  and  when 
it  is  stated  that  we  have  a  four  years'  high  school  course  and  nine 
years  below  the  high  school,  we  believe  the  showing  is  a  very  credit- 
able one.     The  assignment  of  work  in  the  high  school  is  now  arranged 
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on  the  department  plan,  as  follows:  (1)  Latin,  (2)  German,  (3)  mathe- 
matics, (4)  science,  (5)  English  and  history.  A  competent  teacher  is 
employed  for  each  department  and  the  results  have  been  very  satis- 
factory. 

New  High  School  Building. 

Jn  view  of  the  conditions  which  exist,  it  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able 
to  report  that  a  site  has  been  purchased,  plans  have  been  adopted,  and 
all  of  the  preliminary  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  immediate  erec- 
tion of  a  new  high  school  building,  which  will  be  completed  by  Sep- 
tember, 1890.  The  building  will  be  a  handsome  structure,  on  the 
Romanesque  style  of  architecture,  having  a  frontage  of  148  feet.  It 
will  be  modern  in  all  lespect.s,  and  when  completed  will  afford  high 
school  facilities  second  to  none  in  the  State. 

Compulsor}^  Attendance. 

The  compulsory  attendance  act  has  not  materially  affected  us  yet. 
Xo  such  enumeration  of  pupils  as  the  law  requires  was  made  and  we 
had,  therefore,  no  proper  basis  to  work  from.  Developments  have 
gone  sufiQciently  far,  however,  to  show  that  there  will  be  practical  dif- 
ficulties in  carrying  out  the  spirit  of  the  law.  The  vagueness  of  some 
of  its  provisions,  the  absence  of  any  special  schools  for  truants  and  in- 
corrigibles,  and  the  impossibility  of  local  provision  and  maintenance 
of  such  schools  has  proven  a  serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  carrying 
out  the  true  intent  of  the  law.  Absences  have  been  reported  by  the 
teachers,  notifications  have  been  sent  by  the  secretary,  attendance 
officers  have  been  dispatched  to  look  up  and  place  in  school  habitual 
truants,  but  all  this  has  had  little  effect  in  promoting  regularity  on  the 
part  of  that  class  of  pupils.  The  provision  requiring  cognizance  to  be 
taken  only  of  those  who  have  been  absent  five  or  more  days  in  a  given 
month  permits  the  worst  class  of  offenders,  those  who  openly  and  wil- 
fully stay  out  four  and  a  half  days,  to  go  unpunished.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  in  order  to  secure  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  law,  more 
importance  will  have  to  be  attached  to  the  functions  of  the  attendance 
officers  and  they  will  have  to  be  held  to  strict  accountability  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  act. 

Free  Lecture  Course. 

Under  the  combined  patronage  of  the  schools  and  some  of  our 
public  spirited  citizens,  a  free  lecture  course  was  conducted  during 
the  winter  months.  Very  interesting  and  able  lectures  were  pre- 
sented by  Drs.  Clarence  G.  Child,  Morris  Jastrow,  Jr.,  and  Edwin 
Grant  Conklin,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Dr.  Nathan  C. 
Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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In  conclusion,  1  uuxy  .say  (hat  the  educational  interests  of  Corry 
have  prospered  durinji:  the  past  year.  The  board  of  directors  have 
been  alive  to  the  needs  of  the  schools  and  have  shown  a  commendable 
interest  in  their  welfare.  A  special  teacher  of  drawing-  and  music 
has  been  employed,  thus  relieving  the  regular  grade  teachers  and  se- 
curing more  uniform  excellence  in  the  work.  A  greater  number  of 
non-resident  pu])ils  have  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  our 
schools  than  in  any  previous  year  for  the  i)ast  decade.  Our  teachers 
have  been  alert  and  progressive,  and  the  outlook  for  educational  work 
in  the  future  is  encouraginir. 


DANVILLE— J.  C.  Houser. 


Our  efforts  have  been  directed  mainly  along  the  usual  lines  of  work, 
and  we  have  obtained  gratifying  results,  especially,  in  geography, 
history  and  reading.  The  work  of  the  corresponding  grades  in  the 
different  wardbuildings came  nearer  approaching  uniformity  than  any 
time  before,  due  chiefly  to  a  displacement  and  replacement  of  a  num- 
ber of  teachers  and  greater  skill  in  the  art  of  instruction.  No  inno- 
vations of  great  importance  involving  expense  were  made  this  year. 
As  yet  we  are  without  drawing  in  the  advanced  grades,  and  without 
music  in  all  the  schools. 

Improvement  in  the  above  lines  was  easily  noticeable  in  the  work 
on  exhibition  during  our  school  fair  of  commencement  week  which 
was  again  viewed  by  about  1,.500  people.  This  year  the  grade  plan  of 
exhibiting  the  work  rather  than  the  departmental  was  adopted  and 
the  satisfaction  expressed  by  parents  in  readily  finding  the  work  of 
their  loved  ores  gives  it  the  preference.  This  plan  has  a  tendency  to 
produce  healthful  rivalry  not  only  between  grades,  but  among 
teachers  of  the  same  grade.  In  fact  care  must  be  taken  that  the  de- 
sire to  excel  does  not  become  too  ardent.  There  was  improvement 
in  almost  every  respect  over  last  year's  exhibit. 

All  things  considered,  our  history  course  in  connection  with  the 
Thomas  Beaver  Free  Library  met  with  our  ex])ectations.  The 
teachers  worked  assiduously  to  interest  pui)ils  and  ])arents,  but 
strange  enough  some  parents  objected  to  their  children's  reading,  or 
doing  any  work  outside  of  the  regular  texts,  which  together  with  the 
fact  that  citizens  into  whose  possession  a  copy  of  the  course  had 
fallen,  had  so  many  of  the  course  books  out  of  the  library  for  their 
own  reading,  caused  irregularities  among  pupils  and  schools  in  get- 
ting the  desired  books.     As  a  result  many  pui)ils  who  w'ere  not  per- 
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mitted  to  read,  had  only  the  benefit  of  the  stories  as  related  by  the 
teacher  while  others  read  from  one  to  a  dozen  books.  The  interest 
it  awakens  in  pupils  along  other  lines  is  wonderful,  and  helpful  in  al- 
most all  branches. 

The  improvement  in  reading  is  principally  due  to  extensive  drills 
in  phonics  and  the  use  of  the  hektograph,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  what 
it  ought  to  be.  In  the  first  and  second  grades,  sometimes  in  the  third, 
the  teachers  compose  new  reading  lessons,  or  change  suitable  lessons 
in  books,  so  as  to  contain  few  if  any  words  that  do  not  fall  within  the 
scope  of  sounds  already  taught,  and  take  as  many  copies  from  the 
hektograph  on  single  sheets  of  paper  for  that  purpose  as  there  are 
pupils  in  the  class.  The  papers  having  been  distributed,  the  letters 
of  the  words  are  sounded  and  marked,  the  words  correctly  pro- 
nounced and  the  sentence  is  then  read.  Frequently  the  lesson  is  read 
without  applying  the  diacritical  marks.  Exercises  are  also  con- 
ducted on  the  blackboard.  It  is  marvelous  what  interest  is  awakened 
by  these  single  sheets,  each  containing  a  new  lesson.  The  pupils  are 
as  much  delighted  with  them  as  large  pupils  are  with  new  books.  No 
originality  is  claimed  in  this.  It  was  done  simply  because  the 
readers  in  use  do  not  contain  lessons  suitable  in  words  and  arrange- 
ment to  a  logical  system  of  phonics. 

The  introduction  of  Gitfon's  algebra  gave  new  life  to  the  eighth 
grade  pupils.  They  eagerly  pursued  it,  mastered  the  parts  assigned, 
and  are  the  more  proficient  in  arithmetic  for  having  done  so.  A  text 
on  commercial  geography  served  as  the  second  tonic  and  relieved 
much  of  the  monotony  and  humdrum  work  ordinarily  found  in  gram- 
mar school  texts  on  geography. 

Sixteen  graduates  from  the  high  school  brought  out,  as  usual,  a 
large  and  appreciative  audience  to  attend  their  commencement  ex- 
ercises which  were  rendered  with  credit  to  themselves  and  their  in- 
structors. Several  new  feautres  which  had  been  promised  in  the  re- 
vision of  the  high  school  courses  were  at  this  time  practically  proved: 
namely,  the  granting  of  college  scholarships  and  the  admission  of 
graduates  to  colleges,  arrangements  having  already  been  perfected 
whereby  three  are  admitted  on  their  diplomas  to  three  different  reput- 
able colleges.  The  elective  system  made  it  possible  for  pupils  to 
graduate  with  honors  who  could  otherwise  scarcely  have  graduated. 
The  annual  contest  between  the  high  school  literary  societies  excelled 
previous  ones  in  character  and  was  attended  with  increased  interest. 

The  Fuller  and  Warren  heating  and  ventilating  system  has  been 
placed  in  the  Fourth  ward  building.  Now  all  our  buildings  in  use 
are  heated  and  ventilated  by  modern  means.  New  slate  black  board 
has  been  placed  in  the  same  building  and  rooms  in  other  buildings 
needing  new  additional  blackboard  surface.  The  floors  of  the  base- 
ments have  been  cemented  in  the  First  and  Fourth  wards.     This 
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gives  us  cemented  lioors  in  the  basements  of  all  the  large  buildings. 
Fourteen  trees  were  also  planted  on  the  grounds  of  the  Fourth  ward' 
building,  giving  the  place  at  this  time  an  inviting  and  healthful  ap- 
pearance. 

Washington's  birthday  was  observed  in  a  manner  not  soon  to  be 
forgotten.  Pupils  and  teachers  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  day 
and  made  it  one  of  profit  to  the  community.  Visitors  lauded  both  the 
exercises  and  decorations.  An  impressive  feature  of  the  program 
was  a  collection  for  the  Mount  Vernon  restoration  fund  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Kevolution,  which 
amounted  to  over  $14.  This  was  a  lesson  in  patriotic  giving,  and  all 
that  could,  willingly  gave. 

The  teachers  with  few  exceptions  have  done  excellent  work.  They 
deserve  special  mention  for  their  preparation  in  grade  work  and  in 
general.  Permanent  certificates  were  merited  and  received  by  Annie 
M.  Yerrick,  Rachel  A.  Goodall,  and  Mrs.  E.  A.  Coulter.  State  cer- 
tificates were  granted  by  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  at  the  Blooms- 
burg  State  Normal  School  to  D.  N.  Dieffenbacher,  J.  M.  Hostetter  and 
S.  P.  Dietrich.  As  a  body  they  were  earnest  and  prompt  to  act  on 
any  suggestion  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  schools.  All  read  edu- 
cational papers,  some  taking  one,  others  two,  and  many  three.  Edu- 
cational reformers  were  studied  by  means  of  the  topical  method, 
special  attention  be  given  to  the  principles  of  education  and  the  per- 
manent influence  of  each  reformer.  The  board  of  directors  appre- 
ciating the  work  of  the  teachers  voted  a  slight  increase  of  salary  to 
those  of  the  second,  third  and  fourth  grades  based  on  skill  and  the 
grade  of  certificate;  also  to  S.  P.  Dietrich  of  the  high  school. 

With  almost  perfect  harmony  among  teachers,  superintendent  and 
directors  we  are  hopeful  that  the  future  wull  bring  about  still  better 
results  in  the  branches,  and  a  farther  reaching  influence  for  good  in 
the  community. 


DU  BOIS— W.  L.  Greene. 


The  hearty  co-operation  of  an  intelligent  and  thoughtful  board  of 
directors,  the  untiring  labors  of  an  earnest  and  aggressive  corps  of 
tenchers,  and  The  loyal  support  of  interested  citizens  and  patrons,  have 
contributed  to  the  progress  and  usefulness  of  our  schools  during  the 
past  year. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  local  newspaper  press  we  have  been 
able  to  reach  the  people  through  its  columns,  and  to  some  extent  at 


192  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

least  to  influence  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  better  schools,  better 
teachers  and  higher  educational  ideals. 

The  board  of  directors  has  shown  more  interest  in  educational  af- 
fairs than  in  previous  years.  Individual  directors  have  given  more 
time  and  attention  to  the  schools,  have  become  better  acquainted  with 
the  work  of  supervision  and  understand  the  operations  of  the  school 
system  better  than  ever  before. 

During  the  past  two  years  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in 
the  number  of  pupils  in  the  higher  grades  over  the  number  in  the 
lower  grades.  The  proportionate  number  in  the  higher  grades  over 
that  in  the  lower  is  increasing  yearly.  This  is  an  encouraging  feature 
and  an  indication  of  growth.  There  is  an  increasing  tendency  on  the 
part  of  parents  to  keep  their  children  in  school  at  least  through  the 
elementary  course.  It  seems  to  be  the  ambition  of  nearly  all  the 
pupils  to  reach  the  high  school.  About  fifty  per  cent,  of  our  pupils 
now  enter  the  high  school.  This  calculation  is  based  on  a  comparison 
of  the  number  of  pupils  entering  the  first  grade  of  the  high  scnool 
with  the  number  entering  the  first  grade  of  the  primary  depart- 
ment during  the  same  year,  which  seems  to  be  the  only  true  method  of 
comparison. 

The  attempt  to  enforce  the  compulsory  attendance  law  was  only 
partly  successful.  No  attendance  officer  was  employed.  Notices 
were  mailed  to  parents  whose  children  were  absent  five  days  or  more 
during  a  month,  when  adequate  reasons  for  such  absence  were  not 
known  to  exist.  In  the  majority  of  cases  prompt  attention  was  given 
to  the  matter  by  parents,  and  their  hearty  co-operation  was  secured. 
Several  cases  of  truancy  were  found,  however,  which  baffled  the  ef- 
orts  of  parents  and  teachers.  Truancy  is  a  matter  which  requires 
serious  consideration.  In  order  to  deal  with  it  successfully,  it  is  nec- 
essary to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  are  responsible  for  it.  There 
are  two  classes  of  truants.  First,  there  are  those  who  have  been 
made  criminals,  so  far  as  the  laws  of  the  school  room  are  concerned, 
by  outward  influences,  such  as  bad  companions  and  depraved  asso- 
ciates. They  have  a  dislike  for  school,  and  when  there,  employ  their 
time  annoying  the  teacher  and  interfering  with  the  work  of  the  other 
children.  Their  redemption  lies  in  the  removal  of  the  causes  which 
have  made  them  such.  Second,  there  are  those  who  are  born  delin- 
quent or  abnormal.  For  them  the  school  room  offers  no  redemption, 
and  the  sooner  they  are  removed  permanently  from  school,  the  better 
it  will  be  for  the  moral  welfare  of  other  children.  It  is  the  influence 
and  example  of  this  small  class  of  truants  and  insubordinates  which 
are  largely  responsible  for  the  other  and  larger  class. 

The  resignation  at  the  close  of  the  school  term  of  Miss  Mary  K. 
Bryan  (Porter),  who  held  the  position  of  principal  of  the  high  school 
for  the  past  three  years,  was  rgretted  by  all.     Under  her  direction  the 
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work  of  instruction  was  carried  on  with  vigor  and  exactness.  All  the 
plans  of  the  superintendent  were  carried  out  and  all  his  directions 
and  instructions  were  enforced  to  the  minutest  detail.  The  discipline 
was  magnificent.  A  silent  influence  compelled  obedience  at  all  times. 
No  better  disciplinarian  ever  presided  in  a  school  room. 

During  the  past  three  3'ears  special  attention  has  been  given  in  the 
high  school  to  literature.  It  has  been  the  aim  to  give  our  students  a 
good  working  knowledge  of  the  English  language  that  they  may 
learn  to  use  their  mother  tongue  with  ease  and  correctness.  They  are 
required  to  make  a  thorough  study  of  some  of  the  noted  English  and 
American  classics  and  to  acquire  a  general  knowledge  of  many 
others.  They  not  only  accjuire  familiarity  with  forms  and  uses  of 
words  and  figures  of  speech  and  learn  to  appreciate  their  beauty,  but 
they  form  the  habit  of  reading  and  a  desire  for  the  purest  and  best  in 
literature. 

As  to  the  scope  and  method  of  the  work  in  literature  during  the 
year,  all  the  English  classics  for  college  entrance  were  read  carefully 
and  thoughtfully  and  discussed  in  class  by  teacher  and  pupils.  Sev- 
eral of  Shakespeare's  plays  were  read  and  discussed,  and  outlines  of 
each  play  written  from  memory  by  members  of  the  class.  Of  Milton's 
works,  "Paradise  Lost,"  ''Paradise  Regained,"  ''Comus,"  ''II  Pense- 
roso,"  "L'Allegro,"  and  "Lycidas,"  were  read  line  by  line  in  class  and 
discussed,  and  resumes  were  written  from  memory  by  each  student 
and  read  before  the  class.  Scott's  "Lady  of  the  Lake,"  "Marmion," 
and  "Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel"  were  taken  up  in  the  same  way,  and 
two  of  Scott's  novels,  "Ivanhoe"  and  "Woodstock,"  were  read.  "David 
Copperfield"  and  "Bleak  House,"  "Vanity  Fair,"  "Childe  Harold,"  and 
"Eutopia''  also  were  read,  with  selections  from  Burns,  Tennyson, 
Browning,  Mrs.  Browning,  Pope,  etc. 

The  same  plan  was  followed  with  American  literature. 

Much  work  was  also  done  by  individuals  for  the  benefit  of  the  class. 
This  special  work  was  done  by  careful  reading,  then  by  writing  a  re- 
sume of  outline  to  be  read  before  the  class,  after  which  the  class,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  reproduced  the  same,  and  then  prepared  a  list  of 
questions  on  the  theme  to  be  answered  by  the  reader  of  the  first  paper 
and  other  members.  A  few  of  the  selections  treated  in  this  way  were 
"The  Excursion,"  "Barnaby  Rudge,"  "Lays  of  Ancient  Rome,"  Fairy 
Queen,  "Bitter  Sweet,"  Dante's  Inferno,"  "Goethe's  Faust,"  "Wilhelm 
Meister,"  and  Schiller's  "Wilhelm  Tell." 

Much  attention  was  given  by  the  literature  class  to  memory  work. 
This  consisted  in  memorizing  choice  selections  of  verse  and  prose, 
and  in  reproducing  from  memory  a  general  outline  of  each  work  read. 

A  class  of  twenty-one  was  graduated  from  the  high  school,  having 
completed  the  four  years'  course  of  study. 

The  board  of  directors  has  decided  to  establish  and  maintain  a 
1.S-6-98 
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teachers'  training  class  in  connection  with  the  high  school,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  such  of  our  graduates  as  desire  to  become  teachers 
an  opportunity  to  prepare  for  the  work  at  home,  where  they  can  ob- 
serve the  work  of  trained  and  experienced  teachers. 


DUNMORE— E.  D.  Bovard. 


In  submitting  this,  my  first  annual  report,  I  am  unable  to  compare 
the  work  of  the  i)ast  year  with  that  of  previous  years.  But  from  good 
evidence  I  believe  the  public  schools  of  Dunmore,  have  during  the 
past  year  made  more  than  usual  progress. 

AVe  have  not  attempted  to  make  many  changes  in  the  system,  but 
our  efforts  have  been  to  become  acquainted  with  the  necessities,  and 
to  further  the  promotion  of,  the  best  interests  of  the  schools  under 
our  supervision. 

We  have  nine  school  houses  and  employ  40  teachers.  Of  these  22 
hold  State  certificates,  6  normal  diplomas,  and  12  provisional  certi- 
ficates. 

Teachers  met  with  the  superintendent,  once  a  month,  to  study  Bald- 
win's Theory  of  Teaching  and  to  discuss  educational  questions.  As  a 
result  the  teachers  were  better  prepared  to  do  good  work  in  their 
schools. 

During  the  term  of  '9G  the  schools  became  overcrowded,  and  two 
rooms  were  rented,  which  partially  relieved  the  crowded  condition. 

Six  additional  rooms  were  added  to  our  buildings  during  the  year, 
but  as  our  town  is  growing  rapidly,  four  of  our  primary  rooms,  each 
had  70  to  80  pupils  at  the  close  of  the  term. 

Eight  night  schools  were  opened  for  a  term  of  four  months.  Over 
.300  pupils  were  enrolled;  attendance  was  good  during  the  first  half  of 
the  term.  Only  50  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  attended  during  the  last 
half  of  the  term. 

Music  is  taught  in  all  our  schools  and  most  excellent  progress  has 
been  made.  The  music  is  under  the  special  supervision  of  Prof.  C. 
B.  Derman. 

Good  work  was  done  in  elocution,  the  special  instructor  being  Miss 
M.  Walsh,  of  Parsons,  Luzerne  county. 

Two  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  and  both  were  well 
attended. 

Supt.  Geo.  How^ell,  of  Scranton;  Prof.  Geo.  Bible,  of  East  Strouds- 
burg  State  Normal  School ;  Prof.  F.  Green,  of  Clarks  Green,  and  Prof. 
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Richards,  of  Dickson  City,  gave  us  valuable  help  at  these  institutes. 

All  of  our  teachers  attended  the  county  institute  at  Scranton.  The 
high  school  has  an  enrollment  of  100  pupils,  under  the  instruction  of 
three  teachers.  The  course  of  study,  in  the  high  school  has  been 
raised  and  is  growing  into  a  four  year  course. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  held  on  the  24th  of  June,  in 
Washington  Hall.  A  class  of  twenty  was  graduated.  In  April  an 
entertainment  was  given  by  the  pupils  of  our  schools,  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  funds  for  a  school  library.  The  x)roceeds  of  the  enter- 
tainment was  |G0.  The  school  board  has  provided  flags  and  poles 
for  each  school  building.  At  the  raising  of  these  flags,  patriotic  songs 
w-ere  sung  by  the  pupils.  Speakers  were  procured,  who  delivered  ad- 
dresses that  were  listened  to  with  interest  by  the  patrons  and  pupils 
of  the  schools.  Our  directors  have  showu  commendable  zeal  in  school 
affairs  striving  to  provide  the  most  favorable  conditions  for  the  educa- 
tion of  our  bovs  and  girls. 


EASTON— Wm.  W.  Cottingham. 


The  general  character  of  the  educational  work  of  this  district  gives 
encouraging  indications  of  healthful  grow^th.  There  has  been  no 
significant  departure,  so  far  as  general  school  administration  is  con- 
cerned, from  the  line  of  policy  previously  adopted,  notwithstanding 
there  have  been  frequent  and  important  changes  effected  in  many 
of  the  details  involved  in  school  manipulation.  The  useless  tamper- 
ing Avith  that  w^hich  is  merely  speculative  in  the  theory  as  well  as  the 
practice  of  teaching  has  been  studiously  avoided,  whilst  nothing  in 
thedirection  of  method  or  means  has  been  encouraged  or  practiced  that 
has  not  been  recognized  as  of  tested  value,  and  fully  in  accord  with 
that  which  is  approved  and  accepted  as  sound  pedagogic  usage.  The 
directing  and  the  teaching  forces  have  been  equally  unremitting  in 
their  efforts  to  secure  the  best  possible  results.  The  measure  of  at- 
tainment reached  in  the  several  departments  of  school  work,  al- 
though below  the  desired  and  sought  for  standard  of  acquirement, 
is  nevertheless  gratifying  in  view^  of  the  fact  that  so  many  adverse  in- 
fluences, for  which  those  in  charge  of  the  schools  are  not  responsible, 
were  operative  in  antagonizing  the  efforts  of  teachers  and  in  thwart- 
ing the  designs  of  those  directly  interested  in  school  management. 

The  high  school,  with  an  enrollment  of  286  students  under  the  in- 
struction of  ten  teachers,  has  continued  in  the  successful  discharge 
of  its  functions  as  the  leading  school  of  the  district.     The  work  of 
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this  school  was  conducted  on  the  departmental  plan  of  instruction 
which,  by  reason  of  the  economic  and  judicious  division  of  labor,  con- 
duced to  results  that  are  regarded  as  the  legitimate  fruits  of  intelli- 
gent and  successful  academic  instruction. 

The  subordinate  schools  embracing  the  grammar,  intermediate  and 
primary  departments,  were  actively  engaged  in  their  respective 
spheres  of  scholastic  work,  and,  in  the  main,  acquitted  themselves  in 
a  manner  that  proved  satisfactory  to  the  school  authorities  as  well  as 
the  patrons  of  the  schools. 

The  teachers  generally  have  been  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their 
several  duties,  and  have  displayed  commendable  ambition  in  the  di- 
rection of  making  their  efforts  inure  to  professional  success,  but  in- 
stances are  not  wanting  of  failures  which  were,  in  a  measure  due  to 
a  want  of  professional  interest,  but  more  particularly  to  a  lack  of  the 
experimental  or  technical  knowledge  derived  from  the  study  and 
mastery  of  the  essential  principles  of  pedagogic  science. 

The  semi-monthl}'  gatherings  of  the  teachers'  local  institute  with 
a  series  of  special  conference  meetings  of  the  respective  grades  of 
teachers  were  the  only  means  of  a  general  character  that  were  em- 
ployed in  harmonizing  and  stimulating  effort,  and  in  elevating  the 
teachers  to  a  proper  conception  of  the  value  and  magnitude  of  their 
work.  The  normal  class  being  composed  exclusively  of  high  school 
graduates,  convened  regularly  as  a  constituent  part  of  the  teachers' 
local  institute.  This  class  was  organized  with  the  view  of  furnish- 
ing its  members  with  a  course  of  instruction  in  pedagogics  as  an 
equipment  for  active  service  in  the  event  of  an  assignment  to  a  posi- 
tion in  the  regular  corps  of  teachers.  This  scheme  however  plausible 
and  promising  in  conception,  has  signally  failed  in  securing  a  realiz- 
ation of  the  desired  results.  The  only  alternative  therefore  offered 
the  school  authorities  for  meeting  the  growing  demand  for  a  higher 
order  of  teaching  talent  in  the  district,  is  either  to  demand  the  ser- 
vices of  those  only  who  possess  the  evidence  of  normal  school  gradua- 
tion or  its  equivalent,  or  to  establish  a  post  graduate  course  in  con- 
nection with  the  high  school  with  the  view  of  furnishing  those  of  its 
graduates,  who  desire  to  pursue  the  profession  of  teaching,  with  the 
means  of  acquiring  a  thorough  preparation  for  their  proposed  calling. 


ERIE— H.  C.  Missimer. 


During  the  school  year  just  ended,  Erie  has  scored  one  more  point, 
and  taken  a  great  step  in  advance,  in  the  cause  of  free  public  educa- 
tion. 
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The  general  library  law  lor  the  State  of  i'enusylvania,  kuown  as 
the  act  of  June  28,  181)5,  was  drawn  through  the  agency  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  school  board  of  the  City  of  Erie,  It  makes  a  radical 
and  distinct  addition  to  the  public  school  system  of  the  Common- 
wealth; because  it  permits  the  establishment  of  a  free  public  library, 
as  a  part  of  the  public  school  system,  in  every  school  district  of  the 
State  from  the  city  of  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  down  to 
the  village  of  a  few  hundred  people.  Under  the  law  the  school  board 
may  erect  the  building,  ecjuip  it  for  library  purposes,  buy  the  books, 
and  set  aside  one  mill  of  the  tax  levy  of  the  school  district  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  library.  Under  the  law,  the  public  library  be- 
comes, therefore  a  permanent  feature  of  common  school  education  in 
such  a  school  district,  under  the  control  and  management  of  the 
school  board  of  the  district. 

In  such  a  district,  public  education  has  four  distinct  parts:  the 
primary  school,  to  give  the  children  the  simple  elements  of  knowl- 
edge; the  grammar  school,  to  bring  the  child  into  a  right  knowledge 
of  the  world  around  him,  as  embraced  in  the  geography,  the  history, 
and  the  right  use  of  the  language  of  his  country;  the  high  school,  to 
teach  its  pupils  their  rights,  obligations,  and  duties  as  citizens,  to 
ripen  their  judgment,  broaden  their  information  and  inspire  them 
with  the  right  spirit  to  meet  the  obligations  of  an  exalted,  noble  man- 
hood and  womanhood;  and  the  public  library  to  give  all  the  children 
of  the  school  district,  regardless  of  wealth,  family  or  position,  the  op- 
portunity to  acquire  through  reading,  the  intellectual  and  moral 
power,  which  will  make  them  citizens  whose  influence  will  be  of 
value  to  the  communit}-  in  which  they  live,  and  persons  of  weight  in 
that  government  by  the  people,  of  which  even  the  humblest  citizen 
is  a  component  part. 

During  the  year,  the  board  of  education  has  taken  action  under  the 
provisions  of  the  library  law  and  has  erected  a  public  library.  At 
the  time  of  present  writing,  the  building  is  receiving  the  finishing 
touches,  preliminary  to  the  reception  of  the  first  purchase  of  ten  thou- 
sand volumes.  It  is  a  beautiful  building,  beautiful  in  its  simplicity 
of  architecture,  beautiful  in  its  decoration  and  appointments.  It 
will  cost  the  people  of  Erie,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
outside  of  the  first  purchase  of  books.  It  makes  provision  for  the 
reading  of  children,  of  mechanics,  of  public  school  pupils  in  all  grades, 
and  for  the  general  reading  of  the  public.  It  has  an  art  room,  a  his- 
torical room,  a  public  reference  room,  rooms  for  special  bequests, 
rooms  for  a  museum,  a  stock  room  with  a  capacity  of  150,000  volumes, 
and  general  offices  for  the  board  of  education. 

The  value  of  such  an  institution  in  a  community  can  not  be  es- 
timated. It  affords  a  boundless  opportunity  for  intellectual  advance- 
ment to  every  man  in  the  community,  however  poor,  however  rich. 
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Schools,  after  all,  do  but  little  for  the  intellectual  advancement  of 
their  pupils.  They  give  to  their  pupils,  the  elements  of  knowledge,  the 
foundation  of  intellectual  power,  but  the  schooling  of  the  great  major- 
ity of  public  school  children  is  exceedingly  limited,  in  cities  but  three 
years  for  more  than  one-half  the  children;  in  the  entire  county  but 
four  and  one-third  years.  The  full  period  of  education,  possible  only 
to  the  children  of  the  well-to-do,  is  impossible  for  the  children  of  the 
masses,  and  unless  great  care  is  taken,  and  the  side  issues  of  the 
"faddist"  be  kept  out  of  our  schools,  the  necessary  things  are  learned 
very  imperfectly. 

Bread-winning  necessity  forces  children  out  of  school  and  reduces 
the  period  of  school  attendance  to  a  minimum.  The  opportunity  for 
a  broader  education  must  therefore  come  after  school.  The  public 
library  offers  that  ojDportuuity  to  the  children  of  this  generation  and 
coming  generations,  and  in  having  the  honor  of  originating  the  gen- 
eral library  law  for  Pennsylvania,  and  as  the  first  city  of  the  State  to 
erect  a  noble  library  building  under  the  provisions  of  that  law,  Erie 
may  justly  claim  that  she  has  taken  a  great  step  in  advance,  in  the 
cause  of  free  public  education. 

Facts  of  General  Interest  for  Erie. 

Population  on  conservative  estimate, 55,000 

Public  school  enrollment,  182  schools,  17  school  buildings,  7,285 

Night  schools, 433 

Catholic  school  enrollment,  11  buildings, 3,200 

Total  enrollment  in  all  schools,   10,904 

Regular  teachers  employed,   166 

Special  teachers  of  German,  16 

School  term  (months),    10 

Number  of  pupils  in  high  school, 606 

Cost  of  tuition  per  month  in  high  school, |3  27^ 

Cost  of  tuition  per  month  schools  below  high  school, 1  09^ 

Cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  all  schools, 1  38 


FOSTER  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


1  hereby  submit  my  third  annual  report  of  Foster  township  schools. 

1  stated  in  my  last  report  that  it  was  possible  to  establish  a  fine 
school  library  in  our  towmship.  Also  that  a  well  selected  library 
would  be  used  and  appreciated  by  many  of  Foster's  pupils. 
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Although  the  directors  have  uot  acted  directly  with  reference  to  my 
report,  a  uumber  of  very  good  books  was  introduced  during  the  year 
for  sui)i)lemental  use. 

The  only  new  feature  of  our  school  work  for  the  year  just  closed  is 
that  a  High  school  has  been  established  at  Woodside.  The  course  of 
instruction  is  as  follows:  English  literature,  grammar,  composition 
and  orthograph}',  arithmetic,  written  and  mental,  algebra  and  plane 
geometry,  physics  and  physiology,  geography,  physical,  political  and 
mathematical;  civil  government  and  general  history,  drawing  and 
penmanship. 


FRANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the  schools 
of  the  city  of  Franklin  for  the  school  year  1897-98. 

The  commencement  exercises  of  the  high  school,  Tuesday  evening, 
June  7,  closed  the  school  year.  These  exercises,  which  were  of  the 
nature  of  "class-day"  exercises  in  which  each  member  of  the  class 
had  a  part,  were  conducted  entirely  by  the  class.  At  the  close,  di- 
plomas were  presented  by  the  president  of  the  school  board  to  sev- 
enteen young  ladies  and  four  young  gentlemen.  The  very  large  and 
attentive  audience  present  at  the  commencement  shows  that  interest 
in  the  schools  and  in  their  prosperity  is  not  waning. 

The  work  of  the  schools  has,  in  general,  been  well  done.  No  radical 
changes  have  been  made  either  in  organization  or  in  courses  of  stud3^ 
No  new  discoveries  have  been  made  as  the  result  of  which  we  have 
been  able  to  substitute  anything  else  for  the  "gospel  of  hard  work." 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  regular 
w^ork  of  the  schools  was  interrupted  somewhat  during  the  last  four 
months  of  the  school  year.  There  were  many  days  after  February 
15,  when  the  boys  and  the  girls  "couldn't  study." 

If  fears  had  been  entertained  by  any  of  us  that  the  children  were 
lacking  in  patriotism,  such  fears  were  quickly  dispelled.  Never  be- 
fore did  Memorial  Day  so  appeal  to  the  hearts  of  the  young.  Six  hun- 
dred school  girls  dressed  in  red,  w^hite  and  blue,  forming  a  "living 
shield,"  sang  patriotic  songs,  while  a  hundred  school  boys  in  naval 
uniform,  marching  in  parade  with  the  veterans  of  the  civil  war,  and 
the  citizens  generally. 

The  new  school  building,  so  much  needed,  has  not  been  built,  the 
delay  being  caused  by  unexpected  difficulties  in  securing  a  suitable 
site. 
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GREENSBURG— A.  M.  Wyant. 


In  my  first  annual  report  of  the  Greensburg  school  district,  I  am 
pleased  to  state  that  substantial  progress  was  made  along  various 
lines  during  the  past  year. 

Our  facilities  for  work  were  much  improved  by  the  erection  of  a  new 
high  school  building  at  a  cost  of  eighty-five  thousand  dollars.  The 
new  building,  built  especially  for  high  school  work,  contains  an  au- 
ditorium with  a  seating  capacity  of  fourteen  hundred,  an  assembly 
room  capable  of  seating  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  pupils,  seven 
recitation  rooms,  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  physical  laboratory,  a 
manual  training  room  and  a  large  room  for  a  library  and  museum. 
This  new  building,  with  its  modern  conveniences  and  equipment  has 
been  a  very  wholesome  stimulus  to  the  cause  of  education,  and  is  in- 
dicative of  the  interest  here  taken  in  the  high  school  department  of 
our  public  school  work.  Many  improvements  were  made  along  the 
lines  of  sanitation  in  the  majority  of  the  buildings.  It  was  the  aim  of 
the  board  of  education  to  render  the  rooms  as  suitable  as  possible  for 
school  work,  and  the  improvements  made  were  very  gratifying  to 
pupils  and  teachers. 

A  spirit  of  unusual  earnestness  characterized  the  work  of  the  year; 
and  this  we  believe  was  produced  in  part  at  least  by  the  professional 
work  done  in  our  teachers'  meeting.  We  departed  from  the  usual 
routine  of  reading  and  discussing  educational  theories,  and  turned 
our  attention  to  a  study  of  the  children.  It  was  the  sole  purpose  of 
our  examinations  and  observations  to  gain  as  complete  a  knowledge 
as  possible  of  our  children.  The  line  of  study  proved  interesting  to 
the  teachers  and  enabled  the  teaching  force  to  secure  excellent  re- 
sults with  but  very  little  friction. 

Our  library  contains  about  fifteen  hundred  volumes  selected  es- 
pecially for  use  in  the  high  school  department.  Fifty  volumes  were 
added  last  year.  While  we  have  but  few  books  in  the  library  adapted 
to  the  grades,  we  were  not  without  suitable  reading  matter  there. 
Each  room  established  a  small  library  of  its  own.  Books  approved 
by  the  teacher  were  brought  by  the  pupils  and  left  for  the  year.  The 
pupils  who  came  from  homes  having  a  limited  library  were  thus  af- 
forded the  privilege  of  choice  reading  matter.  It  was  our  aim  to 
develop  in  every  child  a  taste  for  good  literature  which  is  always  pro- 
ductive of  much  profit  and  pleasure  in  after  life. 

The  complete  co-operation  of  all  connected  with  our  schools  made 
The  past  year  a  very  pleasant  and  successful  one. 
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HARRISBURG— L.  O.  Foose. 


We  have  had  steady  growth  and  commendable  progress  in  the  work 
of  the  schools  during  the  past  year.  The  teachers  have,  quite  gen- 
erally, made  the  best  of  their  opportunities  in  acquiring  additional 
professional  skill  and  in  accomplishing  ellicient  work,  and  pupils, 
with  limited  exceptions,  have  been  more  than  usually  regular  and 
prompt  in  their  attendance  at  school.  The  attempts  made  to  enforce 
the  law  on  compulsory  attendance,  though  by  no  means  entirely  suc- 
cessful, did  much  to  keep  many  pupils,  who  previously  have  been 
absent  most  of  the  time,  quite  regularly  in  school,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  some  way  will  be  found  in  the  future  to  still  more  rigidly  enforce 
this  law. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  over  that  of  the  previous  year 
together  with  the  reduction  of  the  size  of  crowded  schools  has  nec- 
essitated the  employment  of  ten  additional  teachers  for  the  year. 
This  with  the  usual  change  of  teachers  because  of  resignation  and 
otherwise  has  brought  quite  a  number  of  new  teachers  into  the 
schools,  and  whilst  all  have  had  training  for  the  work,  many,  never- 
theless, have  had  but  little  or  no  experience  in  teaching.  This  change 
has  been  going  on  steadily  for  some  years  past  until  a  large  number 
of  the  teachers  employed  are  comparatively  new  in  the  work.  Thirty 
per  cent,  of  those  in  the  schools  for  the  past  year  have  had  less  than 
five  years'  experience  in  teaching.  This  in  the  estimation  of  some 
would  be  considered  a  very  desirable  state  of  afifairs,  but  it  does  not 
bring  with  it  the  assurance  of  exemption  from  failure,  or  waste  of 
time  on  the  part  of  teacher  and  pupil  in  attempting  to  find  by  experi- 
ment the  best  way,  or  even  a  good  way,  of  securing  elficient  work  in 
the  school  room.  It,  however,  leaves  the  proper  authorities  the  op- 
tion of  replacing  by  others  those  who  cannot  or  will  not  do  good  work. 
Too  much  care  cannot  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  teachers. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Civic  Club  of  this  city,  an  organization 
of  ladies  having  in  view  the  preparation  of  young  people  for  citizen- 
ship. Leagues  of  Good  Citizenship  have  been  instituted  in  nearly  all 
the  schools  of  the  city;  the  pupils  in  the  different  grades  of  schools 
constituting  the  members.  A  league  consists  of  one  or  more  schools, 
is  thoroughly  organized,  and  holds  monthly  meetings  at  stated  times 
authorized  by  the  school  authorities;  a  teacher  always  being  present 
as  an  adviser.  Among  other  things  the  duties  of  the  members  of 
the  leagues  are  to  refrain  from  throwing  paper,  bits  of  fruit,  or  any 
refuse  whatever  into  the  streets  or  any  other  public  place,  and  also 
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to  refrain  from  injuring  or  defacing  property,  and  to  observe  city  or- 
dinances.    Tlie  children  take  hold  of  the  matter  with  great  zeal. 

The  following  is  their  creed:  ''God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  na- 
tions of  men,  and  we  are  His  children,  brothers  and  sisters  all.  We 
are  citizens  of  these  United  States  and  we  believe  our  flag  stands  for 
self-sacrifice  for  the  good  of  all  people.  We  want,  therefore,  to  be 
true  citizens  of  our  city,  and  will  show  our  love  for  her  by  our  works. 
Harrisburg  does  not  ask  us  to  die  for  her  welfare;  she  asks  us  to  live 
for  her,  and  so  to  live  and  so  to  act  that  her  government  may  be  pure, 
her  officers  honest,  and  every  corner  of  her  territory  shall  be  a  place 
fit  to  grow  the  best  men  and  women  who  shall  rule  over  her." 

The  second  annual  city  teachers'  institute  was  held  during  the  week 
beginning  September  6.  The  instructors  were:  Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart, 
Dept.  Supt.  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  Joseph  S.  Walton,  West  Chester 
State  Normal  School;  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Shippensburg  State  Nor- 
mal School;  Prof.  W.  W.  Deatrick,  Kutztown  State  Normal  School; 
Dr.  H.  U.  Roop,  Lebanon  Valley  College;  Prof.  John  A.  Himes,  Penn- 
sylvania College;  Benj.  M.  Nead,  Esq.,  Harrisburg;  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  Dept.  Supt.  Public  Instruction;  Miss  Gertrude  Edmund, 
Lowell  Training  School,  Mass.;  Miss  Myra  L.  Dock,  Harrisburg.  The 
teachers  all  present  but  three.  The  instruction  was  specially  prac- 
tical and  helpful  and  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  teachers. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  drain  upon  our  funds  for  the  erection  of  new 
buildings  and  for  the  furnishing  of  books  and  supplies,  the  board  of 
control  has  not  seen  its  way  clear  to  do  anything  for  furnishing  school 
libraries  or  for  opening  free  kindergarten  schools.  Both  these  should 
receive  early  attention. 

Other  matters  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  schools  have  been 
given  in  the  monthly  reports  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 


HAZLETON— David  A.  Harman. 


For  some  years  the  teachers  and  pupils  have  been  interesting  them- 
selves in  securing  libraries  until  we  have  them  in  eleven  schools.  We 
find,  however,  that  the  greatest  care  must  be  taken,  not  only  in  the 
right  selection  of  books,  but  in  teaching  children  how  to  appreciate 
the  best  and  how  to  get  the  greatest  good  from  the  use  of  books.  To 
my  mind,  the  important  work  to  be  done  by  the  schools  in  the  matter 
of  the  miscellaneous  reading  of  our  boys  and  girls  is  to  arouse  an  in- 
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terest  in  what  is  good  in  books,  and  tliat  can  be  done  best  by  begin- 
ning in  the  lower  grades  and  reading  to  them  selections  from  the 
masters;  children  are  too  young  to  discriminate,  therefore  a  proper 
taste  must  be  cultivated;  no  child  will  learn  to  appreciate  music  as 
an  art  by  listening  to  a  phonograph  or  a  hand  organ;  if  the  ear  is  to 
be  cultivated  at  all  it  must  be  by  the  rendition  of  the  masterpieces; 
and  so  it  is  in  literature;  unless  there  has  been  created  an  apprecia- 
tion for  what  is  truly  artistic  and  valuable  in  books,  libraries  may  be 
more  productive  of  harm  than  of  benefit.  I  say  this,  not  to  discourage 
the  collection  of  books  into  libraries,  but  to  arouse  teachers  to  re- 
newed effort  along  the  line  of  preparing  their  pupils  to  read  intelli- 
gently and  with  profit. 

The  changes  made  two  years  ago  in  the  number  of  grades  below  the 
high  school  from  six  to  eight  and  corresponding  changes  in  the 
"Course  of  Study,"  are  now  bearing  fruit  in  the  better  preparation 
of  our  pupils  for  the  high  school  work.  Large  promotion  classes  have 
passed  to  higher  grades  and  many  were  sent  forward  upon  their 
record  for  the  year  in  deportment,  diligence,  and  progress.  Examina- 
tions, or  written  tests,  are  frequently  conducted  throughout  the  term, 
without  previous  notice  to  the  pupils;  questions  for  these  tests  are 
usually  prepared  by  the  teachers  of  the  grades  in  which  they  are  held, 
thus  giving  the  teachers  an  idea  of  what  is  being  done  by  others  in 
their  grade  and  giving  a  scojje  to  the  work  that  is  very  desirable. 

To  these  examinations  are  added  those  of  the  superintendent  near 
the  close  of  the  term  for  pupils  who  have  not  been  promoted  on  their 
term  record.  The  work  of  the  term  counts  equally  with  the  examina- 
tions of  the  superintendent.  I  believe  that  the  promotion  of  the 
pupil  should  depend  entirely  upon  the  judgment  of  the  teacher,  except 
in  cases  where  the  teacher  or  parent  desires  the  judgment  of  the  su- 
perintendent. 

The  city  institutes  were  made  exceedingly  interesting  the  past  term 
by  the  use  of  the  Northwestern  Monthly  as  a  basis  for  "Child  Study" 
and  American  History  Studies  by  the  Source  Method."  Some  out- 
lined plan  of  reading  and  study  for  the  entire  corps  of  teachers  is  nec- 
essary, if  there  is  to  be  a  continuance  of  mental  activity  and  growth 
upon  their  part.  The  better  w^ay  would  be  that  suggested  by  Mrs. 
Alice  Freeman  Palmer  in  a  recent  address  before  the  graduating  class 
of  one  of  the  State  Normal  Schools — the  pursuit  of  some  branch  of 
knowledge,  independent  of  the  particular  demands  of  the  school  room 
and  in  line  with  the  tastes  of  the  individual — but,  as  all  do  not  follow 
that  advice,  it  seems  well  and  practicable  to  us  to  adopt  for  our  courses 
what  a  majority  prefer;  the  requirement,  moreover,  is  not  so  burden- 
some that  there  is  no  time  left  for  individual  preference. 
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HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY- John  J.  Muihali. 


The  work  of  our  schools  for  the  year  has  been  simply  a  continuation 
of  that  of  preceding  years.  No  innovations  were  attempted.  The 
high  school  made  excellent  progress.  An  average  daily  attendance 
of  thirty  pupils  was  recorded.  No  pupils  were  graduated  at  the  end 
of  the  term  as  it  was  deemed  best  to  have  the  senior  class  take  an- 
other vear. 


HOMESTEAD— J.  C.  Kendall. 


In  submitting  the  report  of  the  school  term  ending  June  1,  1898, 
I  am  pleased  to  note  substantial  progress  in  all  departments  of  school 
work.  This  has  been  accomplished  by  another  year's  experience  of 
the  old  corps  of  teachers  and  remedying  weak  points  of  last  year. 

The  time  has  come  for  persons  wishing  to  teach  in  the  best  graded 
schools  to  have  professional  preparation.  Provision  is  made  now  for 
this  in  many  of  the  best  colleges  as  well  as  in  the  State  normal  school. 

We  are  glad  to  state  that  the  sun  is  setting  on  the  last  provisional 
certificate  in  Homestead.  Teachers  hereafter  employed  must  hold 
the  higher  grade  certificate.  This  has  been  the  policy  of  the  school 
board  for  some  time.  Our  high  school  educates  but  sustains  no  de- 
partment of  theoretrical  or  practical  teaching  in  grammar  schools. 

Thus  our  graduates  attend  schools  of  methods  before  they  seek  ad- 
mission into  our  schools  as  teachers. 

Nine  pupils  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  May  last.  This  is  a 
small  number  out  of  an  enrollment  of  over  two  thousand  pupils  but 
it  is  the  policy  of  this  board  not  to  permit  young  children  nor  pupils 
short  of  our  standard  to  graduate.  The  high  school  diploma  should 
stand  for  high  scholarship. 

Many  of  the  boys  of  this  community  secure  work  in  the  large  manu- 
facturing establishments  and  leave  school  before  entering  or  graduat- 
ing from  the  high  school  course,  thus  accounting  for  a  small  attend- 
ance of  the  school  enrollment. 

We  are  entering  the  third  year  of  our  manual  training  school  with 
bright  prospects.  Additional  machinery  has  been  added  and  much 
interest  is  manifested  by  pupils  and  parents. 

If  the  American  boy  is  to  become  the  leader  in  the  great  industrial 
world  he  must  seek  the  manual  training  school  to  learn  the  elements 
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of  practical  mechanics.  As  previously  stated,  Mr.  C.  M.  Schwab, 
president  of  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company  has  borne  the  expense  of 
maintaining  this  school. 

By  a  large  increased  attendance  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  board 
to  erect  the  lifth  new  school  house  in  the  fifth  ward  the  coming  year. 

Since  our  last  report  good  work  has  been  done  in  studying  and  com- 
mitting the  best  poems.  To  our  great  gratification  we  find  that  the 
pupils  love  the  work  and  easily  commit.  Memory  work  never  should 
have  become  a  lost  art  but  some  of  the  modern  methods  seem  to  have 
discouraged  exercising  this  faculty  of  the  mind. 

On  the  1st  of  August  the  doors  of  the  Homestead  Carnegie  Library 
were  thrown  open  to  the  people.  This  magnificent  edifice  has  been 
furnished  to  the  people  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  father  of  so  many 
libraries  in  this  and  other  localities.  It  is  equipped  with  reading 
rooms,  class  rooms,  art  gallery,  gymnasium,  music  hall,  swimming 
pools  and  bath  rooms.  To  the  public  schools  this  means  the  best  ob- 
tainable in  literature,  music  and  art.  At  their  dis])osal  is  the  help 
and  advice  of  scholarly  librarians  who  have  volunteered  to  select  suit- 
able matter  on  the  many  subjects  taught  in  the  public  schools. 
Should  we  not  feel  grateful  to  our  benefactors  of  the  human  race? 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  the  "device  man"  is  almost  a  thing 
of  the  past.  We  invite  the  agent  with  suitable  helps,  but  will  not 
tolerate  the  lavish  expenditure  of  money  in  material  that  is  useless. 

We  return  our  thanks  to  all  agencies  that  have  assisted  us  in  our 
work  during  the  year. 


HUNTINGDON— Kimber  Cleaver, 


In  looking  over  the  annual  report  of  the  State  Superintendent  at 
Public  Instruction  and  the  different  reports  of  the  county  and  city 
superintendents  we  find  that  progress  in  educational  affairs  is  being 
made  in  all  parts  of  the  State.  Each  report  emphasizes  some  phase 
of  our  great  work  that  is  not  common  to  all  the  other  reports,  thus  af- 
fording the  individual  superintendent  the  privilege  of  knowing  what 
all  his  co-workers  regard  as  essential  in  the  management  of  public 
schools. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  the  directors  had  printed  a 
manual  of  the  rules,  course  of  study,  etc.,  of  the  schools.  One  of  the 
important  features  that  it  contains,  is  the  record  of  the  graduates 
showing  by  their  positions  of  honor  generally,  that  education  pays. 

The  most  striking  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  completion 
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of  new  high  school  building.  It  was  occupied  by  the  high  school  on 
March  21.  The  structure  was  designed  by  Mr.  Walter  R.  Myton,  one 
of  our  high  school  graduates.  The  building  while  not  massive  in  ap- 
pearance becomes  Avell  the  size  and  needs  of  our  town.  It  is  91  by  75 
feet,  two  stories  in  height.  The  first  floor  contains  four  school  rooms, 
31  by  25  feet,  to  be  used  for  grammar  grade  work,  cloak  rooms,  super- 
intendent's ofiice,  and  library;  the  second  floor  is  used  for  high  school 
work;  the  study  hall  is  71  by  49  feet;  there  are  four  class  rooms  on  this 
floor  also.  The  building  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Smead- 
^yil^s  system.  Owing  to  the  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  building 
and  the  pressing  need  for  more  room  there  were  no  public  or  dedi- 
catory services  when  the  high  school  first  took  possession.  We  hope 
to  awaken  educational  sentiment  just  preceding  next  year's  opening 
of  the  schools  by  a  public  educational  meeting. 

The  subject  of  grouping  or  grading  of  pupils  has  received  con- 
siderable attention  in  our  schools  during  the  past  year.  We  have  felt 
that  when  a  pupil  can  go  faster  than  his  companions  in  his  school 
work  he  should  have  the  privilege  to  go  on  at  nature's  pace  and  not  to 
be  hindered  in  his  progress  by  others  who  may  possess  good  quali- 
ties of  a  different  character.  Or  if  a  pupil  be  unable  to  master  in  a 
year  what  his  classmates  have  accomplished,  he  should  not  be  made, 
necessarily,  to  remain  another  whole  year  in  the  same  grade.  With 
this  in  mind  more  grades  and  groujjs  in  the  same  room  have  been  made, 
in  order  that  individual  pupils  may  be  advanced  w'henever  their  at- 
tainments would  warrant  such  promotion.  Under  this  plan  has  es- 
pecially good  work  been  achieved  in  reading  and  arithmetic. 

Our  results  in  spelling  have  hitherto  been  unsatisfactory.  To  say 
that  a  subject  is  taught  incidentally  is  in  most  cases  to  confess  that 
it  receives  but  little  attention.  Believing  that  this  subject  is  an  im- 
portant branch  in  our  course  we  are  giving  it  some  of  the  considera- 
tion that  was  accorded  to  it  in  the  country  schools  where  they  learned 
to  spell.  It  is  necessary,  when  the  number  of  the  w'ords  to  be  spelled 
is  considered,  that  for  this  reason  if  for  no  other,  that  the  task  im- 
posed upon  the  English  speaking  child  must  be  begun  very  early  in 
school  life  and  continue^  in  some  form  in  daih^  work  throughout  the 
whole  course,  not  even  excepting  the  high  school.  About  half  of  the 
time  given  to  spelling  is  used  in  spelling  orally.  A  dictionary  was 
offered  as  a  prize  to  the  school  making  the  highest  average  on  a  test 
of  the  year's  work  consisting  of  fifty  words.  The  pupils  of  Miss  Let- 
terman's  room  were  the  victors  and  their  average  was  96  2-3  per  cent. 

The  teachers'  meetings  of  which  there  were  five  held  each  month 
were  interesting  and  helpful.  While  we  aimed  at  general  culture 
these  meetings  were  so  conducted  as  that  each  teacher  was  benefited. 
Last  summer  vacation  our  schools  suffered  a  loss  in  the  death  of  one 
of  our  most  faithful  teachers,  Miss  Margaret  Yocum.     By  her  de- 
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pai'tiire  fiuin  earth  the  little  ones  have  missed  a  close  friend  and  an 
inspiring  helper.  Miss  Yocuni  graduated  from  our  schools  and  has 
taught  successfully  in  them  for  several  years.  She  was  highly  ap- 
preciated in  the  community. 


JOHNSTOWN— J.  M.  Berkey. 


It  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  steady  and  substantial 
progress  for  the  schools  of  the  "Flood  City."  While  the  results  in  all 
departments  were  not  all  we  had  hoped  and  worked  for,  yet  the  gen- 
eral advancement  made  during  the  year  w^as  not  only  satisfactory  as  a 
whole,  but  at  the  same  time  is  an  earnest  of  still  better  results  for 
the  school  year  just  begun. 

eTohnstown  is  a  growing,  prosperous  city,  with  a  population  ap- 
proximating thirty-five  thousand  people.  The  community  is  intensely 
industrial  in  its  pursuits;  wholly  absorbed  in  its  life  of  daily  toil  and 
commercial  interests,  with  few  persons  of  leisure  and  many  engaged 
in  the  battle  for  bread.  In  this  atmosphere  of  industrial  and  com- 
mercial activity,  in  this  center  of  business  thought  and  energy  and 
ambition,  the  public  schools  must  find  their  legitimate  place  and  serve 
their  rightful  purpose.  With  environments  such  as  these,  the  im- 
portance and  value  of  the  public  schools  are  not  always  apparent. 
Their  benefits  are  not  of  immediate  commercial  value  and  the  tend- 
ency is  to  give  to  them  only  indifferent  support  and  recognition. 
Herein  lies  the  difficulty  in  the  successful  management  of  our  city 
schools.  They  do  not  lack  in  financial  support  or  in  adequate  accom- 
modations; but  they  need  a  larger  share  of  public  thought  and  a 
higher  place  in  individual  interests.  The  public  schools  must  not 
only  deserve  respectful  recognition  as  a  general  public  benefit,  but 
they  must  command  the  hearty  support  of  the  people  as  a  public  nec- 
essity, and  the  grateful  recognition  of  the  individual  as  an  ines- 
timable boon.  To  link  the  schools  in  intimate  relation  with  the 
people  who  support  them;  to  make  the  work  in  them  a  direct  and  last- 
ing benefit  to  the  individual  as  a  member  of  a  busy  industrial  com- 
munity, has  been  our  constant  aim.  To  this  end  we  have  eliminated 
from  our  course  of  study  the  impractical  and  the  purely  theoretical, 
and  substituted  that  which  is  most  needful  in  practical  life  and  most 
helpful  in  the  formation  of  true  character.  We  have  sought  to  in- 
spire pupils  with  a  high  ideal  of  successful  living,  a  love  for  study  and 
an  appreciation  of  the  true  and  the  good  in  literature.     We  have  in 
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every  proper  way  sought  the  iutelligeut  co-operation  of  parents  and 
the  helpful  interest  and  criticism  of  a  generous  public.  The  response 
in  popular  support  and  the  many  evidences  of  individual  interest  and 
helpfulness  have  been  a  source  of  much  encouragement  to  teachers 
and  pupils,  and  a  potent  factor  in  the  further  improvement  of  the 
schools. 

The  teachers  who  composed  our  corps  were  efficient,  earnest,  and 
faithful.  As  a  class  they  are  progressive  and  self-helpful,  and  as 
students  in  their  profession  they  become  more  valuable  to  the  schools 
with  each  successive  year  of  service.  I  am  pleased  to  note  the  fact 
that  our  board  of  controllers  hold  to  the  fixed  policy  of  retaining 
teachers  year  after  year  so  long  as  they  render  efficient  service  and  de- 
sire to  continue  teaching.  It  is  with  sincere  regret,  however,  that  I 
note  the  death  of  two  of  our  most  faithful  and  honored  teachers, 
Miss  Sarah  Horrocks  and  Miss  Jennie  Murray.  The  former  was  for  a 
number  of  years  the  vice  principal  of  the  high  school  and  the  success- 
ful teacher  of  higher  English,  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary  culture 
and  force  of  character.  The  latter  was  for  many  years  a  faithful  and 
efficient  teacher  in  the  elementary-  schools  and  a  lady  of  many  excel- 
lent qualities. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  in  joint  session  with  the  county 
teachers  in  this  city,  the  first  county  institute  to  nie(:t  in  Johnstown 
for  many  years.  In  point  of  interest,  helpful  instruction,  and  profes- 
sional enthusiasm  it  was  pronounced  by  teachers,  press  and  people 
as  the  most  successful  institute  ever  held  in  Cambria  county. 

Within  the  last  school  year  the  city  has  been  enlarged  by  the  addi 
tion  of  three  new  wards  formerly  known  as  Morrellville  borough 
This  addition  increases  the  teaching  force  by  eighteen  and  the  number 
of  pupils  by  over  nine  hundred.  The  organization  for  the  current 
year  includes  one  hundred  six  teachers  and  over  five  thousand  pupils. 
In  order  to  provide  properly  for  the  rapidly  increasing  school  popula- 
tion, the  board  of  controllers  have  been  active  in  repairing  and  refit- 
ting the  school  building  already  in  use,  and  at  the  same  time  provid- 
ing for  the  erection  of  new  buildings.  Fourteen  large  brick  buildings 
all  provided  with  modern  and  approved  systems  of  heating  and  ven- 
tilation, good  furniture  and  first  class  equipments,  measure  in  some 
degree  the  activity  and  efficiency  of  the  school  representatives  of  this 
industrial  yet  educationally  inclined  people.  The  new  high  school 
building  now  rapidly  nearing  completion  is  a  model  structure,  and 
when  fully  completed  will  rank  as  one  of  the  finest  high  school  build- 
ings in  the  State.  The  total  cost  including  equipment  will  be  about 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  high  school  department  has  been  strengthened  by  the  addition 
of  two  new  teachers  both  of  whom  are  college  graduates  and  experi- 
enced teachers.     The  course  of  study  has  been  extended  by  the  ad- 
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(litiou  of  Clreok,  (Jcniian  aii'd  advanci'd  work  in  algebra  and  gt'Oiuetiy, 
thus  adding  a  complete  college  preparatory  course  for  those  who  elect 
this  course  in  preference  to  the  regular  work. 

In  closing  this  report  permit  me  to  thank  the  Department  for  help 
and  encouragement  given  during  the  year,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
generous  and  hearty  support  of  directors  and  teachers. 


LANCASTER— R.  K.  Buehrle. 


N.  B.— Some  words  in  the  following  report  are  printed  in  the  amended  form  of  orthOKraphy  at  the 
reque  t  of  iis  author,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Spelling  Ueform,  appointed  by  the  itepartment  of 
Superintendence  of  the  National  Kducational  Association,  Feb.  2itli,  Itt'JS.  In  permitting  this  to  be 
done,  the  Deparimeut  does  not  commit  itself  pro  or  con. 

The  system  of  public  instruction  in  this  city,  seems  to  meet  the 
wants  of  our  peple.  Our  schools  ar  wel  attended, — an  evidence  of 
their  popularity;  the  number  of  pupils  is  on  the  increas, — a  proof 
that  there  is  stedy  growth;  a  large  proportion  of  the  teachers  make 
continuous  efforts  at  self-improvement,  especially  in  scholastic  attain- 
ments, and  the  peple  manifest  their  confidence  in  their  professional 
ability  by  hearty  co-operation. 

The  greatest — almost  exclusiv — attention  is  stil  paid  to  the  common 
branches,  altho  drawing  and  especially  music  ar  by  no  means  neg- 
lected. As  a  consequence  it  come  to  pass  that  our  "Arbor"  (spring 
and  fall),  "Christmas"  and  Commencement"  days  ar  lookt  forward  to 
by  our  peple  as  occasions  when  they  confidently  expect  rare  musical 
treats,  and  these  expectations  ar  always  fully  realized.  But  manual 
and  fysical  training,  sewing  and  cooking  do  not  as  yet  meet  with  prac- 
tical recognition  as  public  school  subjects  of  instruction,  and  our  edu- 
cation for  business  is  limited  to  one  year  in  the  elements  of  book-keep- 
ing in  the  grammar  grade,  and  a  few  months  in  the  boys'  high  school, 
— thus  demonstrating,  as  Herbert  Spencer  says,  that  "the  ornamental 
comes  before  the  useful"  and  that  "that  knowledge  which  conduces  to 
personal  well-being  has  been  postponed  to  that  which  brings  ap- 
plause." 

High  School. 

Our  greatest  necessity  just  now  is  a  new  high  school  building  for  the 
girls,  for  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  one  is  demonstrated  by  the  two 
annexes  establisht  to  reliev  the  pressure;  and  such  has  been  the  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  pupils  attending  this  school  that  one  of  the  an- 
nexes is  alredy  too  small.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  opening  of  the 
twentieth  century  wil  see  a  girls'  high  school  in  a  building  of  its  own, 
fully  reorganized,  with  "such  an  addition  to  its  teaching  force  and 
such  modification  of  its  course  of  instruction  as  wil  in  these  respects 
place  it  in  line  with  similar  institutions  in  other  cities." 
14-6-98 
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Additional  Supervision. 

We  hav  no  principals  of  buildings  in  the  usual  acceptation  of  the 
term.  The  entire  supervision  of  the  teachers  is  left  to  the  directors 
and  to  the  city  superintendent.  As  the  number  of  schools  increases 
this  naturally  decreases,  so  that  the  superintendent's  supervision  has 
been  reduced  to  probably  a  visit  to  each  school-room  once  a  month, 
and  to  instruction  and  directions  givn  at  the  grade  meetings  held  once 
or  twice  a  month.  This  is  not  sufficient,  and  the  inadequacy  of  it  is 
more  clearly  understood  when  it  is  rememberd  that  it  is  hardly  possibl 
for  any  superintendent  to  be  familiar  with  all  that  belongs  to  every 
grade  from  the  lowest  class  in  the  primary  to  the  highest  in  the  high 
school. 

In  my  opinion  the  remedy  lies  in  the  appointment  of  assistants  to 
the  superintendent — one  or  more — as  the  size  of  the  city  seems  to  de- 
mand, to  hav  charge  of  the  lower  grades  under  his  direction,  and  to 
report  to  him  as  often  as  required.  In  this  way  the  teachers  of  these 
grades, — in  most  eases  the  least  experienced  and  qualified, — would  be 
better  traind  and  their  work  would  be  strengthend  by  instruction 
givn  at  times  by  a  man — for  these  assistants  should  be  men.  This 
would  be  a  practical  way  of  recognizing  the  importance  of  these 
schools  in  which  the  majority  of  our  pupils  receiv  their  scholastic  edu- 
cation, and  in  which  all  receiv  their  most  lasting  impressions.  Legis- 
lation may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  this,  but  I  am  convinced  that 
this  is  the  next  step  in  the  way  of  progres  as  regards  supervision. 

Compulsory  Attendance. 

Our  experience  with  the  compulsory  attendance  law  convinces  us 
that  it  should  be  amended  in  several  important  particulars.  An  at- 
tendance-officer was  employd  and  the  usual  machinery  was  put  in  ac- 
tion, but  the  results  hardly  justified  the  expense.  It  wil  of  course 
take  some  time  until  the  provisions  of  the  law  ar  properly  under- 
stood and  intelligently  applied,  but  I  hav  no  dout  that  in  the  end  a 
compulsory  attendance  law  wil  be  found  to  be  salutary. 

City  Institute. 

Our  annual  city  institute  has  grown  in  favor  and  is  now  wel-estab- 
lisht.  The  second  session  was  held  Aug.  .30th-Sept.  3rd,  and  was  fully 
as  succesful  and  as  satisfactory  to  the  teachers  as  that  of  the  previ- 
ous year. 

School  Directors. 

The  strength  and  the  beuty  of  the  Pennsylvania  common  school 
system  lie  in  the  large  share  of  control  left  to  the  peple.     As  the  di- 
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lectors  aci  lor  tlieiu  tho  cliaractor  of  the  directorate  fundamentally  af- 
fects the  condition  of  the  schools,  so  that  "as  is  the  Board  so  ar  the 
schools"  is  as  tru  as  the  proverb  "like  pastor,  like  peple,"  When 
therefore  school  directors  distinguisht  for  disinterested,  untiring,  and 
fearless  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  popular  education  retire  from 
the  lioard,  the  city  suffers  a  distinct  loss.  This  happened  to  us  last 
October,  when  the  term  of  a  number  of  such  members  expired.  They 
were  indeed  almost  ideal  Pennsylvania  school  directors  in  the  best 
sense  of  that  term,  whose  presence  in  the  meetings  was  ever  an  in- 
spiration to  higher  and  better  things  educational. 

Statistics. 

Statistics  of  interest  to  the  general  reader  ar  as  follows: 

Number  of  pupils  enrold  in  all  the  day-schools, 6,289 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  day-schools, 5,868 

Number  of  pupils  in  average  attendance  at  day-schools,. . . .  4,625 

Increase  in  the  enrolment  in  ten  years  (per  cent.), 44 

Number  of  pupils  in  the  high  schools, 464 

Number  of  pupils  in  the  night  schools, 363 

Number  of  pupils  studying  German, 665 

Number  of  teachers  employd, 115 


LEBANON— Cyrus  Boger. 


The  principal  improvement  to  be  noted  is  the  employment  of  a 
special  music  teacher.  While  the  greater  part  of  the  instruction  still 
devolves  upon  the  regular  teacher,  the  special  teacher  visits  all  the 
schools  monthly,  directs  the  work  and  gives  model  lessons.  This 
plan  has  largely  increased  the  interest  taken  in  music  and  the  re- 
sults are  very  satisfactory. 

One  of  the  most  serious  drawbacks  in  school  work  is  the  want  of  co- 
operation between  parents  and  teachers.  Home  and  school  should 
be  brought  closer  together.  Their  interests  and  aims  should  be  the 
same.  All  educational  forces  should  have  only  one  aim  and  that 
should  be  the  producing  of  good  and  useful  citizens. 

AVith  gratitude  to  all  who  have  manifested  an  interest  in  school 
work,  and  with  special  appreciation  of  the  hearty  support  of  a  progres- 
sive school  board,  we  shall  begin  another  term  with  renewed  interest 
in  the  cause  of  education. 
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LOCK  HAVEN— John  A.  Eobb. 


The  monthly  reports  furnished  the  Department  during  the  year, 
contained  about  all  that  was  of  special  interest  concerning  the  opera- 
tions of  our  schools. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  our  school  term  was  cut  down  to  eight 
months,  I  am  pleased  to  note  substantial  progress  in  everj  direction. 
Our  teachers  have  been  earnest  and  industrious,  regular  in  attend- 
ance at  the  teachers'  meetings,  and  have  shown  a  commendable  and 
willing  promptness  to  receive  and  act  upon  all  suggestions  intended 
to  advance  the  interests  of  our  schools. 

The  compulsory  law  worked  fairly  well.  We  had  very  little  trouble 
in  getting  those  who  came  under  its  provisions  to  attend  school.  The 
board,  in  order  that  the  law  might  be  better  enforced,  employed  the 
janitors  of  the  different  buildings  as  attendance  ofiScers.  We  are 
glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  we  were  required  to  make  but  three  ar- 
rests. As  a  rule,  our  people  look  to  the  law  in  the  proper  spirit.  The 
new  law  is  a  very  great  improvement  over  the  old  one. 

The  Pollard  method  of  teaching  reading  was  introduced  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  term.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  led  to  the  study  of 
phonics,  and  diacritical  marks,  by  both  teachers  and  pupils,  as  never 
before,  and  that  efficiency  in  teaching  reading  was  greatly  promoted. 
The  voices  of  the  pupils  were  strengthened,  and  their  articulation 
much  improved.  The  pupils  were  given  the  power  to  help  themselves. 
The  dictionary  was  used  more  the  past  year,  than  in  any  three  previ- 
ous years.  We  received  very  able  assistance  in  its  introduction  and 
use  from  Miss  Agnes  McMollen. 

Twelve  ladies  and  nine  gentlemen  graduated  from  our  high  school 
this  year.  It  wtis  one  of  the  most  successful  commencements  we  ever 
had,  being  the  first  under  the  new  course  of  study.  Of  these  twenty- 
one  graduates,  eight  took  the  classical  course,  ten  the  scientific  course, 
and  three  the  commercial  course.  Directors  and  teachers  have  my 
sincere  thanks  for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  sympathy  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  welfare  of  our  schools. 


LOWEK  MERION  TOAVNSHIP,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  1. 

Robb. 


The  public  schools  of  Lower  Merion  township  have  prospered  dur- 
ing the  year  and  we  are  glad  to  announce  that  we  offer  a  continuous 
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course  of  study  fioiu  the  primary  school  to  the  best  colleges,  and  that 
through  the  kindness  of  Bryn  Mawr  and  Haverford  Colleges  in  estab- 
lisiug  scholarships  for  pupils  of  our  high  school,  we  can  each  year 
give  a  boy  and  a  girl  at  least  one  year's  college  work.  We  have  now 
had  the  benefit  of  the  Bryn  Mawr  scholarship  for  one  year.  The 
stimulus  given  the  student  body  by  working  with  pupils  preparing  for 
Bryn  Mawr  College  is  very  marked.  Our  course  of  study  allowing 
pupils  to  drop  Latin  and  take  up  book-keeping  and  physiology  is  un- 
popular, because  the  pupils  believe  that  only  those  who  cannot  master 
Latin  take  book-keeping. 

Our  high  school  is  increasing  each  year  showing  that  township  high 
schools  are  an  essential  part  of  a  school  system,  but  the  high  school 
question  will  not  be  definitely  settled  until  the  township  is  made  the 
smallest  school  unit. 

No  pupil  should  be  allowed  to  enter  another  state  institution  until 
he  has  at  least  mastered  a  high  school  course  of  study.  Almost  every 
township  would  soon  rise  to  the  occasion  and  establish  a  good  high 
school. 

During  the  past  year  many  of  our  teachers  have  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  professional  study,  many  taking  the  teachers'  courses  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 

At  two  of  our  parents'  meetings  this  year  we  had  parents  read 
papers  and  speak  about  school  work.  This  plan  seemed  to  bring  the 
parents  and  teachers  closer  together  than  by  having  a  formal  address. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  made  but  few  changes  in  our  school 
work.  We  are  trying  to  teach  our  pupils  self  control  and  to  give  them 
the  power  of  acquiring  knowledge. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  modified  our  system  of  marking  by 
using  letters  instead  of  figures  and  getting  away  from  the  numerical 
basis.  The  letters  are  not  supposed  to  have  any  mathematical  basis, 
for  comparison:  s.=satisfactory,  v.  s.=very  satisfactory  and  n.  s.=not 
satisfactory.  We  try  to  base  these  marks  on  the  work  and  efiforts  of 
each  individual  as  considered  by  him  or  herself.  What  is  satisfactory 
for  one  pupil  may  be  unsatisfactory  for  another  as  the  one  may  not  be 
putting  forth  his  best  efforts.  It  frequently  happens  that  bright 
pupils  loaf  along,  studying  enough  to  keep  a  little  bit  ahead  of  the 
slower  ones. 

It  is  rather  difficult  to  carry  the  plan  into  effect  as  nearly  all 
teachers,  parents  and  pupils  are  used  to  the  numerical  plan.  Our 
teachers  like  the  plan  and  I  find  that  they  now  know  more  about  the 
genuine  ability  of  their  pupils  than  they  did  before.  Promotions  are 
made  on  the  comparison  of  the  marks  and  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  teacher.  Examinations  are  given  to  show  in  a  general  way  the 
ability  of  the  pupils,  rather  than  as  a  test  of  what  they  have  remem- 
bered. 
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The  effects  on  the  pupils  have  been  very  good.  Parents  did  not  un- 
derstand it  full}.,  and  as  they  could  not  compare  their  children  with 
others  it  made  some  dissatisfaction  at  first. 


McKEESPORT— H.  F.  Brooks. 


The  reports  furnished  the  Department  from  time  to  time  during 
the  year,  contained  about  all  that  was  of  special  interest  concerning 
the  operation  of  our  schools.  The  year  has  been  one  of  earnest  effort 
all  along  the  line,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  results  se- 
cured were  more  satisfactory  than  any  previous  year.  Our  teachers, 
generally,  have  been  earnest  and  industrious,  regular  in  attendance  at 
teachers'  meetings,  and  have  showed  a  commendable  interest  in  re- 
ceiving and  acting  upon  all  suggestions  intended  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  our  schools.  Our  enrollment  and  attendance  was  larger 
than  during  any  previous  year,  this  was  largely  due  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  compulsory  attendance  law.  The  belief  that  the  wisest  con- 
struction to  be  placed  upon  it  was  that  its  enforcement  should  begin 
at  the  opening  of  the  schools,  led  our  Board  of  Education  to 
act  upon  that  principle.  As  a  result  we  had  enrolled  during 
the  year  4,698  pupils  with  an  average  percentage  of  attendance  of  96 
per  cent.  Very  little  trouble  was  experienced  in  carrying  out  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act.  Not  more  than  six  arrests  were  made,  and  these 
had  an  alarming  effect  upon  the  other  delinquents  causing  them  to  be 
more  regular  in  attendance. 

We  have  as  yet  what  may  be  designated  as  only  the  nucleus  of  a  li- 
brary, about  400  volumes  and  many  of  these  of  a  professional  char- 
acter. The  library  spirit  is  growing  and  the  committee  has  just  pur- 
chased |400  worth  of  books  and  secured  an  appropriation  of  |.500  for 
next  year.  The  plan  adopted  is  to  add  300  or  400  books  each  year, 
this  will  give  us  in  a  few  years  a  very  nice  library  and  will  give  the 
opportunity  for  a  better  and  more  careful  choice  of  books. 

The  growth  of  our  city  has  made  it  necessary  for  more  school  ac- 
commodations, and  the  board  are  now  selecting  a  site  for  a  high  school 
building,  intending  to  take  the  building  now  occupied  by  the  high 
school  for  grammar  school  purposes.  In  our  present  quarters  we 
have  not  the  facilities  for  high  school  work  that  we  should  have,  and  a 
new  building  specially  arranged  for  the  work  will  give  us  room  for 
more  extended  work  in  this  department. 
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Evening  Schools. 

These  schools  were  open  for  a  period  of  four  months,  and  were  at- 
tended by  200  young  men  and  women.     Five  teachers  were  employed. 
Instruction  was  confined  to  reading,  writing,  spelling,  and  arithmetic. 
The  average  attendance  which  was  85  does  not  show  a  high  degree  of 
interest.     The  fact  that  many  of  the  young  men  had  to  work  every 
other  week  at  night  had  a  very  discouraging  influence  upon  the  school. 
The  intent  of  the  law  is  righteous  but  it  will  be  some  time  before  the 
class  of  people  for  whose  benefit  it  w^as  enacted  will  fully  appreciate 
its  provisions.     No  special  innovations  have  been  introduced  during 
the  year  with  the  exception  of  more  extended  work  in  composition, 
literature  and  nature  study.     In  the  former  we  feel  highly  gratified 
with  the  results  secured.     The  work  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  inter- 
mediate and  grammar  departments.     While  some  attention  was  given 
to  the  subject  each  day,  yet  one  day  of  each  week  was  particularly 
designated  as  composition  day,  from  50  to  90  minutes  were  taken  for 
the  work,  which  was  classified  under  the  following  schedule:    The 
first  Thursday  of  each  school  month  a  subject  was  selected  based  on 
"Experience."     The  second  Thursday  a  subject  calling  for  the  "Im- 
agination."    The  third  Thursday  a  "Reproduction,"  and  the  fourth 
Thursday  writing  of  letters,  bills,  receipts,  notes,  etc.     The  teacher 
wrote  the  subject  on  the  black-board  with  a  few  words  or  sentences 
to  indicate  the  paragraphs.     For  the  first  30  minutes  the  children 
w^rote  uninterrupted  by  the  teacher,  for  the  second  30  minutes  they 
corrected  mistakes  in  spelling,  punctuation,  use  of  capitals,  words  and 
bad  English,  in  this  they  were  assisted  by  the  teacher.     For  the  last 
30  minutes  they  rewrote  their  composition,  making  corrections  when- 
ever needed.     At  first  the  results  were  rather  discouraging,  but  in  a 
little  while  the  clouds  of  difficulty  began  to  scatter  and  the  sunlight 
of  success  commenced  to  show  through.     To-day  our  teachers  are 
loud  in  their  praise  of  the  results  obtained.     In  literature  it  w^as  our 
aim  to  have  each  child  below  the  grammer  department  memorize  and 
recite  at  least  six  of  the  choicest  pieces  of  poetry  from  our  most 
prominent  American  authors.     In  the  grammar  department  the  work 
was  divided  in  years.     Steps  11  and  12  or  the  sixth  year  pupils  studied 
the  life,  character  and  writings  of  Henry  W.  Longfellow;  steps  13  and 
14,  the  life,  character  and  w  ritings  of  John  G.  Whittier,  and  steps  15 
and  16  memorized  and  recited  six  selections  of  our  choicest  pieces  of 
literature.     This  work  w^as  taken  with  the  work  done  in  reading,  and 
the  interest  it  aw^akened  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  children  was 
wonderful.     We  did  not  attempt  to  make  a  critical  study  of  the  poems, 
simply  studied  them  for  the  beauty  in  them  and  to  ascertain  the  char- 
acteristics of  the  writer.     Our  particular  aim  was  to  give  the  child 
a  love  for  good  literature,  to  lift  him  out  of  the  desire  for  cheap,  trashy 
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reading  that  our  country  is  being  flooded  with.  To  say  that  we  suc- 
ceeded is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  last  Christmas  nearly  half  of  our 
pupils  asked  for  a  volume  of  the  poems  of  the  particular  author  they 
were  studying. 

In  nature  study  we  did  not  study  it  as  science,  simply  as  nature 
study,  we  went  to  nature  for  our  work,  drew  from  nature  the  lessons 
we  desired.  Taught  the  child  to  observe,  to  admire,  to  cherish  the 
beautiful  things  around  him.  Quite  an  interest  was  manifested  in 
the  work  both  by  teachers  and  pupils. 

For  several  years  we  have  had  special  supervision  in  penmanship, 
vocal  music  and  physical  culture;  the  advisability  of  this  action  of 
the  Board  of  Education  is  no  longer  questioned,  the  results  secured  by 
the  supervisors  in  charge  prove  the  step  taken  to  be  one  of  wisdom 
and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  schools. 

Taking  a  retrospective  view  of  the  last  year's  work,  noting  what 
was  accomplished  by  each  child,  from  the  first  year  pupil  up  to  the 
senior  in  high  school,  the  energy  and  faithfulness  displayed  by  the 
teachers,  the  vigilant  care  exercised  over  the  schools  by  the  Board  of 
Education  and  the  patrons  for  their  hearty  co  operation,  one  may  say 
with  pride  that  the  schools  of  this  district  are  in  a  progressive  condi- 
tion. 


MAHANOY  CITY— W.  N.  Ehrhart. 


It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  that  the  year  just  closed  has  been 
one  of  general  satisfaction  and  progress.  Nothing  whatever  has  oc- 
curred to  mar  the  harmonious  relations  that  ought  at  all  times  to  exist 
between  teachers,  supeiutendent  and  school  officers.  All  performed 
their  duties  according  to  the  normal  order  of  things  with  gratifying 
results. 

The  adoption  of  a  new  course  of  study,  marking  definitely  the  work 
of  each  grade,  was  a  material  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  our  school 
work  during  the  past  year.  By  reference  to  the  curriculum,  teachers 
know  not  only  what  ground  they  are  expected  to  cover,  but  what  has 
been  covered  in  the  past. 

A  teachers'  meeting  was  held  ever^^  week  of  the  past  term.  These 
meetings  proved  to  be  a  means  of  professional  improvement.  White's 
Elements  of  Pedagogy  was  carefully  read,  studied  and  discussed.  A 
teachers'  table  consisting  of  a  large  number  of  magazines  and  educa- 
tional journals  was  also  provided  by  subscriptions  by  the  teachers. 
Seven  of  the  teachers  were  recently  granted  permanent  certificates. 
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A  large  eight-room  building  with  the  latest  modern  appliances  is 
in  process  of  erection,  and  will  be  ready  for  occupation  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  next  term.  The  second  floor  is  being  fitted  up  with  special 
reference  to  the  accommodation  of  the  high  school.  It  is  proposed  to 
open  several  new  primary  schools,  thus  relieving  the  present  over- 
crowded condition  of  these  schools. 

Five  evening  schools  were  open  for  a  period  of  four  months  with 
an  average  monthly  enrollment  of  247,  and  an  average  attendance  of 
159.  These  figures  indicate  a  growing  interest  in  these  schools. 
Reading,  writing,  spelling,  arithmetic  and  United  States  history  were 
taught. 

The  normal  system  of  drawing  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the 
term  has  given  satisfaction.  In  as  much  as  we  are  without  a  special 
instructor  in  this  branch,  probably  no  other  system  could  have  been 
better  adapted  to  our  condition. 

If  we  compare  the  attendance  of  the  present  year  with  that  of 
previous  years,  the  result  of  efforts  to  get  children  into  school  is 
gratifying.  But  if  we  make  our  comparison  with  what  might  be,  and 
with  what  ought  to  be,  then  results  are  not  so  satisfactory.  The  aver- 
age monthly  enrollment  for  the  past  year  was  2,050,  and  the  average 
attendance  1,800.  If  we  compare  these  statistics  with  those  of  1894- 
'95,  one  of  the  most  favorable  in  past  years,  we  notice  a  marked  im- 
provement. The  average  monthly  enrollment  for  the  last  named 
year  was  2,012,  while  the  average  monthly  attendance  was  1,598. 
Thus  while  the  increase  of  enrollment  was  38  the  increase  in  daily 
attendance  was  more  than  200.  This  marked  increase  indicates  that 
the  efforts  put  forth  by  the  superintendent,  teachers  and  attendance 
officer  are  meeting  with  good  results.  When,  however,  we  remember 
that  there  are  2,800  children  of  school  age  in  this  district,  and  that, 
after  making  due  allowance  for  attendance  in  parochial  schools  and 
night  schools,  there  must  have  been  several  hundred  children  of 
school  age  who  attended  no  school  at  all,  we  are  forcibly  reminded 
that  our  whole  duty  is  not  yet  performed.  Every  child  of  school  age 
unless  debarred  by  necessity,  or  physical  or  mental  incapacity,  should 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  our  sj'stem  of  public 
instruction;  nor  should  our  efforts  to  bring  children  into  school  be 
relaxed  until  all  are  enjoying  to  the  fullest  extent  the  advantages  so 
liberally  offered.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  our  attendance  has 
noticeably  increased  during  the  past  year,  the  greatest  hindrance  to 
progress  was  due  to  irregularity.  The  success  of  our  schools  under 
future  conditions  when  there  will  be  more  room  will  continue  to  de- 
pend more  on  regularity  of  attendance  than  upon  any  other  circum- 
stance. The  healthy  progress  of  the  child,  especially  in  the  primary 
grades,  depends  almost  entirely  upon  his  daily  contact  with  the 
teacher.     In  these  grades  the  child  must  be  taught.     His  limited  ex- 
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perience  enables  him  to  do  but  little  for  himself.  Hence  the  nec- 
essity for  every  day  attendance  upon  school  duties.  No  attempt  was 
made  at  compulsion  in  the  matter  of  attendance;  but  everything  pos- 
sible to  be  done  in  other  directions  was  done,  in  order  to  secure  good 
attendance.  An  attendance  officer  was  employed  the  greater  part  of 
the  term,  whose  faithful  services  did  much  to  promote  regularity. 
Just  how  many  pupils  failed  to  make  the  70  per  cent,  required  by 
law  I  cannot  tell.  The  entire  number  between  the  ages  of  eight  and 
thirteen  was  something  less  than  200,  but  many  of  these  were  ex- 
cused for  good  reasons. 

Owing  to  inadequate  room  only  297  volumes  were  added  to  the 
public  library.  The  library  continues  to  have  a  good  patronage. 
Hereafter  there  will  be  no  lack  of  room  as  a  suitable  place  is  now  be- 
ing fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  books. 

The  school  term  ended  with  a  thorough  examination  of  all  the 
schools  of  the  district,  either  by  the  superintendent  in  person  or  by 
the  teachers,  under  his  direction.  Kesults  were  with  a  few  excep- 
tions satisfactory.  Under  the  stimulus  of  these  examinations  the 
pupils  were  held  to  work  up  to  the  last  day. 


MAHAXOY  TOWNSHIP,  SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Frank  J. 

Noonan. 


In  presenting  my  seventh  annual  report,  I  am  pleased  to  advise 
you  of  the  probable  erection,  within  the  next  few  months,  of  a  central 
high  school  building.  It  will  not  be  a  costly  one;  no  great  amount 
of  money  will  be  spent  on  exterior  adornment,  but  such  as  it  is  to  be — 
a  cheerful,  commodious,  well  ventilated  room  capable  of  seating 
eighty  pupils,  with  recitation  room  attached,  it  will,  I  think,  meet 
our  retjuirements  in  every  respect.  We  do  not  expect  to  have  a  very 
extended  course  of  study,  but  we  expect  to  master  quite  thoroughly 
the  branches  included  in  it.  Since  most  of  those  who  will  attend  will 
be  the  sons  and  daughters  of  parents  who  labor  hard  for  a  living,  it  is 
imperative  that  no  time  be  frittered  away.  We  shall,  according  to 
our  light,  give  them  what  we  deem  most  essential  to  fit  them  for  the 
great  work  of  life,  and,  above  all,  we  shall  strive  to  cultivate  a  taste 
for  good  reading. 

With  the  establishment  of  this  school,  will  come  more  systematic 
work  in  the  village  schools,  and,  I  believe,  more  regular  attendance. 
It  will  have  a  beneficial  effect  in  many  ways  and  will  stimulate  the 
whole  system.  Although  many  of  our  pupils  will  be  compelled  to 
travel  more  than  three  miles  to  attend,  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  of  the  success  of  this  school. 
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We  had  fifteen  eveuiug  schools  iu  operation  for  a  term  of  four 
months.  Our  enrollment  reached  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 
While  mui-li  {j;ood  work  was  done  in  many  of  the  schools,  the  general 
results  would  have  been  much  more  satisfactory  had  more  experi- 
enced teachers  been  employed.  All  of  our  teachers  attended  the 
county  institute,  held  in  Mahanoy  City  and  freely  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  was  the  most  successful,  as  well  as  the  most  instructive 
meeting  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  character  of  the  day  instructors 
was  of  the  highest  order,  and  the  work  done  by  them  had  an  invigorat- 
ing effect,  not  only  on  the  teachers,  but  upon  the  people  of  the  com- 
munity in  general.  I  considered  it,  in  many  respects,  an  ideal  insti- 
tute. 

Many  things  were  done  during  the  year  to  make  the  schools  more 
comfortable,  and  their  surroundings  more  attractive.  There  has 
been  a  systematic  imijrovement  of  school  property  in  this  district  for 
about  five  years,  that  has  been  a  credit  to  directors  and  patrons.  This 
good  work  will  doubtlessly  be  continued  until  we  have  every  requisite 
and  convenience  called  for  in  modern  schools. 


MEADVILLE— H.  V.  Hotchkiss. 


Within  the  last  twelve  years,  the  Boards  of  Education  of  this  city 
have  expended,  in  round  numbers,  |60,000  for  new  buildings  and 
their  furnishings;  they  have  added  twelve  teachers  to  the  force  and 
have  increased  the  salary  of  each  by  amounts  varying  from  ^25  to 
|150  a  year;  they  have  bought  all  the  books  and  supplies  needed  by 
pupils  for  doing  first-class  work;  they  have  added  new  departments, 
as  drawing,  music,  physical  training,  etc.,  each  of  which  has  been  at- 
tended with  more  or  less  expense. 

They  have  done  all  this,  moreover,  without  increasing  the  debt  of 
the  district,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  have  reduced  the  rate  of  taxation 
two  or  more  mills.     This  record  can  hardly  be  excelled. 

In  material  equipment,  the  schools  of  this  city  have  about  all  that 
could  be  desired  for  performing  ideal  work.  The  character  of  the 
work  done,  then,  will  be  what  the  teaching  force  have  the  power  to 
make  it.  What  responsibilities  do  these  conditions  impose  upon  the 
teachers!  For,  if  there  be  a  failure  to  make  of  each  and  every  child 
all  that  it  is  capable  of  becoming,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
schools,  that  failure  must  be  charged  against  the  teacher. 


220  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.  H.  Weber. 


Perhaps  the  most  educational  feature  of  our  schools  the  past  year, 
so  far  at  least  as  creating  a  public  sentiment  in  their  favor  was  con- 
cerned, was  the  inauguration  of  Mothers'  Day,  which  was  designated 
by  our  press  and  people  as  a  red-letter  day  for  the  schools.  Nine  such 
meetings  were  held,  by  as  many  different  teachers,  at  different  times, 
and  places,  with  an  attendance  of  over  200  mothers. 

Our  mode  of  procedure  was  this:  The  teacher  would  send  a  written 
invitation  to  every  mother  represented  in  her  school  to  be  present  on 
a  given  day  from  2.30  to  3.30.  This  hour  with  the  mothers  was  spent 
in  entertaining  them,  not  with  a  prepared  programme  of  music,  recita- 
tions, essays,  etc.,  but  by  the  regular  scheduled  work  of  the  school, 
thus  affording  the  mothers  an  opportunity  to  see  what  was  being  done 
and  how  it  was  being  done. 

By  a  personal  appeal  the  teacher  had  obtained  the  consent  from 
several  of  the  patrons  to  give  a  talk  to  the  children  or  to  the  mothers, 
which  they  did  satisfactorily  and  well.  How  much  good  was  accomp- 
lished is  difficult  to  estimate.  It  did  this:  The  acquaintanceship  of 
teacher  and  mothers  was  augmented.  A  bond  of  sympathy  was 
created  between  them  because  of  this  knowledge  of  the  teacher's 
duties  and  responsibilities. 

In  conversation  with  the  mothers,  after  the  exercises  were  closed, 
and  the  children  were  dismissed,  they  would  give  utterance  to  expres- 
sions like  these:  ''This  is  my  first  visit  to  the  school,  but  I'll  come 
again  without  an  invitation."  ''This  is  grand,  I  had  no  idea  such 
work  was  being  done  in  our  schools."  "I  lack  patience  sometimes 
with  only  my  few  children  at  home  and  I  cannot  see  how  the  teacher 
can  deal  with  so  many." 

Other  expressions  were  heard  all  indicative  of  their  interest  and  of 
their  surprise  at  the  nature  and  character  of  school  life. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  difficulty  that  has  confronted  us,  one  that  has 
given  us  much  concern,  was  to  know  how  to  deal  justly  with  the  ma- 
jority of  the  pupils  to  whom  the  compulsory  law  says,  "You  must  go 
to  school."  Boys  and  girls  ranging  from  10  to  14  years,  knowing  al- 
most or  absolutely  nothing,  so  far  as  book  knowledge  is  concerned, 
who  attend  school  very  little,  some  even  not  a  day,  before  the  com- 
pulsory law  bill  was  placed  on  our  staute  books,  are  now  forced  to 
seek  admission.  The  size  of  our  town  or  the  number  of  children,  does 
not  justify  the  formation  of  truant  school  or  schools,  consequently 
these  truants  must  enter  such  a  grade  as  meet  their  requirements, 
which  in  most  cases  is  the  very  lowest  or  beginners'  class,  where  they 
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must  recite  and  mingle  with  pupils  half  as  old  and  much  smaller. 
\\  hat  is  the  result?  Their  dislike  for  school  increases,  and  at  every 
possible  opportunity,  they  disobey  parental  commands,  escape  the 
vigilance  of  the  truant  ollicer,  and  spurn  the  interest  and  atteutioij  of 
the  teacher  and  school  authorities,  so  long  as  they  are  placed  where 
their  associations  are  so  discouraging,  displeasing,  and  oftimes  hu- 
miliating. A  boy  of  13  is  classed  with  one  of  G.  They  are  in  the  same 
class,  received  the  same  way,  taught  the  same  way,  treated  the  same 
way. 

The  small  boy  in  book  lore  or  school  knowledge,  will  easily  and 
readily  outshine  his  mate,  much  older,  larger  and  more  experienced. 

The  big  boy,  no  doubt  will  be  tempted  to  answer  many  of  the 
teacher's  questions  Dodd-like,  ''I've  eat  'em  all  up." 

Suppose  we  take  into  consideration  the  age,  size,  and  street  knowl- 
edge in  the  classification  or  assignment  of  the  truant.  What  then? 
He  is  pleased  with  his  equals  in  age  and  size.  Read  and  write  he 
cannot,  the  letters  of  the  alphabet,  even,  he  knows  not.  He  is  no 
more  fitted  or  able  to  do  the  work  of  the  grade  of  his  assignment,  with 
pupils  of  5  or  6  years  school  training,  than  is  a  grammar  school  gradu- 
ate, or  even  a  graduate  from  many  of  our  high  schools  to  do  the  work 
of  a  freshman  class  in  college. 

The  teacher,  with  plenty  of  pupils  and  sufficient  work,  must  form 
separate  classes  in  order  to  give  the  delinquent  something  to  do  he 
can  do.  This  is  an  injustice  to  the  school  and  an  extra  burden  placed 
upon  the  teacher. 

Law  declares  he  shall  go.  He  comes.  What  shall  be  done  with 
him?  How  shall  he  be  classified  in  order  to  keep  him  there,  at  least 
the  required  per  cent.,  and  make  his  school  life  pleasant,  agreeable, 
and  profitable? 

In  the  former  case  he  could  do  the  work,  but  his  just  pride  rebels 
against  playing  with  beans,  beets,  sticks,  etc.,  and  he  is  an  annoyance 
and  hinderance.  In  the  latter  assignment  he  is  unable  to  do  the 
work.  His  incompetency  produces  idleness;  idleness  breeds  mischief. 
He  is  a  constant  source  of  trouble,  a  detriment  to  the  school,  simply 
because  he  is  a  misfit;  the  teacher  has  not  the  time  to  give  to  him  the 
instruction  appropriate  to  his  age,  and  condition. 

We  have  probably  a  dozen  or  more  of  these  street  Arabs.  Are  they 
worth  the  consideration  given  them  here,  to  make  them  true,  pa- 
triotic, American  citizens,  who  may  make  a  free  and  intelligent  use 
of  their  franchise?  The  educational  code  is:  "The  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number."  The  sacred  code  is:  "He  leaves  the  ninety  and 
nine,  and  goes  and  seeks  that  which  is  gone  astray." 

With  one  or  two  exceptions,  and  they  in  the  lowest  grade  of  schools, 
no  teacher  had  charge  of  more  than  forty-five  pupils  while  the  average 
was  not  over  forty. 
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More  individual  work  the  teachers  were  thus  enabled  to  do  and 
impress  their  personality  more  forcibly. 

Forty-six  pupils  completed  the  grammar  school  course  of  study  and 
were  publicly  presented  with  certilieates  of  promotion,  and  6  boys  and 
11  girls  received  high  school  diplomas. 


MIFFLIN  TOWNSHIP,  ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— J.  M.  Reed. 


In  making  this,  my  second  annual  report  of  our  schools  it  is  my 
pleasure  to  report  a  realization  of  quite  a  number  of  the  improve- 
ments expected. 

The  board  directed  the  publication  of  2,000  copies  of  an  ''annual  re- 
port" in  which  were  set  forth  the  financial  standing  of  the  district, 
the  attendance  of  each  pupil,  course  of  study,  rules  and  regulations, 
and  many  other  items  of  interest  concerning  the  schools.  These  re- 
ports went  into  every  home  in  the  township  and  had  an  excellent 
effect. 

The  organized  condition  of  the  schools  at  the  close  of  the  former 
term  enabled  us  to  begin  active  work  in  each  school  at  the  first.  Dur- 
ing the  first  week  many  teachers  did  as  much  profitable  work  as  is 
frequently  done,  where  system  is  lacking,  during  the  entire  first 
month  of  the  term.  By  giving  certificates  of  promotion  or  assign- 
ment to  all  pupils  remaining  to  the  close  of  the  term,  the  attendance 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  term  was  better  than  usual. 

Teachers'  meetings  w^ere  held  just  before  the  term  began,  and  at 
the  close  of  each  month  thereafter.  At  these  meetings  subjects  of  in- 
terest were  presented  by  different  teachers  and  the  superintendent. 
Many  good  results  of  these  meetings  were  seen  in  the  schools  of  our 
best  teachers.  In  addition  to  these  monthly  meetings  several  educa- 
tional meetings  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  township  with  good 
effect. 

Our  corps  of  teachers  was  very  good.  Great  care  at  the  beginning 
of  the  term  was  exercised  in  their  selection  and  I  think  that  few  other 
bodies  of  teachers,  so  large  as  ours — 42  in  number — had  so  many 
strong,  progressive  teachers  among  them.  The  maximum  and  mini- 
mum salaries  paid  were,  respectively,  |65  and  .f45  per  month.  In 
this  connection  it  is  to  the  credit  of  our  board  to  say  that  a  janitor  is 
secured  at  the  expense  of  the  board  for  each  school. 

The  increase  in  population  and  the  condition  of  former  school 
houses  made  the  erecting  of  two  new  school  houses  and  the  enlarging 
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of  two  others  necessary,  consequently  the  board  decided  to  build  a 
liouse  of  two  rooms  at  Cochran,  a  house  of  four  rooms  at  Franklin,  and 
"add  a  room  to  the  Ilomeville  school  house  and  two  rooms  to  the  Dra- 
vosburg-  school  house. 

These  new  buildings  were  so  planned  in  the  sketch  submitted  that 
four  or  six  rooms  can  be  added — should  such  be  demanded — without 
injuring  their  convenience  and  beauty  and  at  very  moderate  expense. 
A  little  forethought  along  this  line  in  erecting  school  houses  is  worth 
thousands  of  dollars.  If  a  house  of  two  rooms  is  erected  without  a 
thought  of  enlarging  it,  the  remodeling  and  moving  necessary  to  en- 
large are  almost  as  expensive  as  the  erection  of  a  new  building.  And 
yet  a  little  thought  and  planning  can  save  all  this.  The  Franklin 
school  house  is  a  brick  structure  of  four  rooms,  planned  to^toeet  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  erected,  and  of  the  latest  architectural  de- 
sign. It  is  well  lighted,  heated,  ventilated  and  furnished,  and  in 
every  way  is  the  equal  of  the  best  school  houses  erected  anywhere. 
The  Cochran  school  house  is  also  an  excellent  frame  structure  of  two 
rooms,  in  plan  and  arrangement  similar  to  the  Franklin.  No  better 
frame  school  house  of  two  rooms  could  exist  anywhere.  The  addi- 
tions to  the  Dravosburg  and  Homeville  buildings  were  well  done  and 
meet  the  wants  adequateh'  in  these  places  for  the  present. 

Other  improvements  in  buildings  are  under  consideration  and  ere 
long  no  other  township  in  the  State  can  boast  of  better  school  houses 
than  the  township  which  is  now  the  wealthiest  township  in  the  State. 

Flags  for  use  on  the  school  buildings  have  been  presented  by  the 
Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  in  this  locality,  and  our  schools  are  constantly  feeling 
the  benefits  from  this  organization. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  the  establishment  of  a  first  class  town- 
ship high  school,  and  we  think  that  one  of  the  best  steps  to  this  end 
is  to  have  our  pupils  well  prepared  for  high  school  work.  We  are  try- 
ing to  get  away  from  wholesale  class  teaching  and  do  more  individual 
work.  We  are  emphasizing  the  importance  of  preparation  of  lessons 
on  the  part  of  pupils,  by  directing  them  how  to  study,  by  making  the 
conditions  for  study  favorable,  and  by  conducting  each  recitation  so 
as  to  make  careful  preparation  of  the  whole  lesson  by  each  pupil  nec- 
essary. We  are  reducing  the  time  spent  upon  the  recitation  bench 
and  giving  more  time  for  preparation  of  lessons.  I  believe  that  lack 
of  preparation  of  lessons  by  pupils,  which  is  made  necessary  and  pos- 
sible by  long  recitation  periods,  has  made  the  recitation  (?)  neces- 
sarily long  and  left  the  pupil  weak  and  dependent.  We  are  striving 
to  create  a  love  for  good  literature  by  reading  in  presence  of  pupils 
and  having  them  read  some  good  books. 

While  all  that  was  desired  was  not  accomplished,  it  Is  with  pleasure 
that  I  can  report  considerable  substantial  progress  along  many  im- 
portant lines. 
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The  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  public  press  and  all  who 
have  supported  us  in  our  work  shall  ever  be  kept  in  grateful  re- 
membrance. 


MILTON— L.  A.  Beardsley. 


The  attendance  during  the  past  year  has  been  especially  good. 
Both  th&  percentage  of  attendance,  and  the  average  daily  attendance 
have  been  the  highest  since  the  establishment  in  1892  of  a  superin- 
tendency  at  Milton. 

Most  excellent  improvements  were  made  by  the  board,  at  the  Center 
street  school  building.  The  basement  was  lighted  and  cemented; 
first  class  dry  closets,  together  with  a  system  of  heating  and  ventilat- 
ing, involving  mechanical  pressure,  were  installed;  and  a  new  high 
school  class  room,  and  a  large  convenient  supply  room  were  added. 
For  a  large  building,  and  especially  for  a  large  building  constructed 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  the  use  of  the  fan  to  force  fresh  air  into 
the  building  and  out  of  it,  seems  to  be  the  most  efficient  means  of  thor- 
ough ventilation. 

The  course  of  study  was  strengthened  at  many  points.  The  work  in 
United  States  history  w^as  pushed  down  to  the  fourth  year  in  school. 
The  work  in  history,  however,  below  the  grammar  school  is  largely 
informal,  and  is  closely  correlated  with  reading  and  with  oral  and 
written  language  work.  The  high  school  course  was  strengthened 
by  the  addition  of  six  months  to  the  three  years  allotted  to  the  study 
of  Latin,  and  by  the  addition,  to  the  work  of  the  second  year,  of 
Rhetoric  as  a  formal  study. 

The  pleasantest  event  educationally  and  socially  among  the 
teachers  was  the  organization  of  a  teachers'  Shakespeare  Society. 
Membership  was  limited  to  Milton  teachers,  but  was  optional.  Nearly 
all  teachers  were  members,  and  took  an  enthusiastic  interest  in  read- 
ing the  plays,  interpreting  passages,  and  criticising  characters  as 
portrayed  by  Shakespeare.  The  society  will  continue  its  readings 
during  the  coming  school  year. 

The  compulsory  law  worked  well  in  Milton.  The  board  early  in  the 
year  employed  one  of  the  borough  policemen  as  truant  oflQcer.  His 
oflficial  regalia,  together  with  his  well  known  watchfulness,  made  his 
services  most  eflRcient.  In  case,  however,  of  about  ten  pupils,  where 
parents  inclined  to  act  their  own  will  in  regard  to  sending  their  chil- 
dren to  school,  the  efforts  of  the  truant  officer  partially  failed.     The 
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time  that  pupils  are  recjuired  to  attend  is  now  very  satisfactory.  It 
is  Loped  that,  for  the  more  faithful  carrying  out  of  the  spirit  of  this 
most  excellent  law,  the  powers  of  the  truant  officer,  and  of  the  boards 
of  directors  may  be  more  specifically  defined. 

The  Milton  Choral  Society,  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Foll- 
mer,  gave  a  concert  in  the  opera  house.  May  27,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
high  school  library.  About  forty  volumes  have  been  secured  for  the 
library  during  the  year,  and  there  is  still  a  fund  of  thirty-five  dollars 
to  invest. 


MT.  CAKMEL— S.  H.  Dean. 


During  the  past  year  the  day  schools  have  been  open  180  days  and 
the  night  schools  90  evenings. 

We  are  working  on  a  basis  of  a  semi-annual  as  well  as  annual  pro- 
motion in  all  grades  below  the  junior  class  in  the  high  school  and  find 
it  works  well.  All  grades  are  divided  into  two  divisions,  a  fast  and 
a  slow  division.  This  makes  it  possible  for  a  bright  boy  or  girl  to  pass 
from  grade  to  grade  as  fast  as  he  can  do  the  work  well. 

We  are  very  fortunate  this  year  in  securing  the  services  of  Miss  H. 
E.  Carleton  as  supervisor  of  drawing.  I  consider  it  would  be  money 
well  spent  to  secure  a  supervisor  of  music.  These  two  studies  are  re- 
fining and  cultivate  the  higher  part  of  our  nature.  I  believe  that  by 
securing  good  supervisors  we  can  do  more  for  our  teachers  and 
through  them,  for  our  boys  and  girls  than  we  can  by  promiscuous  insti- 
tute work,  although  that  is  necessary  and  good. 

Some  of  our  teachers  have  attended  summer  schools  finding  it  pays 
in  better  salaries  and  better  ability  to  aid  the  children. 


NANTICOKE— John  W.  Griffith. 


The  work  of  the  year  has  been  completed  with  interest  and  success. 
This  progress  is  attributed  to  the  action  of  the  school  directors  in  re- 
taining our  experienced  teachers. 

Last  year  I  reported  that  the  list  of  children  received  from  the  com- 
missioners w^as  very  defective.  To  insure  accuracy  in  this  important 
matter  the  board  authorized  an  enumeration  to  be  made  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  district.  The  result  has  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  this 
15-6-98 
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action.  Xo  fair  idea  of  the  effect  of  this  step  can  be  had  from  the 
statistical  report  inasmuch  as  the  majority  of  the  children  overlooked 
the  preceding  year  came  from  our  non-English  speaking  people.  By 
far  the  larger  part  of  these  children  attend  private  schools.  The 
truant  officer  reports  that  the  three  such  schools  located  in  our  bor- 
ough are  filled  as  a  result  of  his  labor.  From  personal  observation  I 
am  satisfied  that  fewer  children  roam  our  streets  than  was  the  case 
the  preceding  year.  To  enforce  the  "compulsory  law"  in  our  borough 
has  been  no  easy  task,  but  the  result  fully  compensated  the  effort.  I 
hope  the  coming  year  will  see  a  more  rigid  enforcement  of  this  bene- 
ficent law. 

It  is  patent  to  all  educational  observers  that  pedagogy  and  allied 
subjects  do  not  receive  due  attention  in  our  advanced  schools.  If  we 
wish  our  teachers  to  become  acquainted  with  the  thoughts  and 
methods  of  the  great  masters,  and  if  we  desire  them  to  interpret  these 
masters  in  terms  of  the  present  we  must  provide  the  means  to  make 
good  the  deficiencies  of  the  professional  schools.  This  was  our  aim 
in  the  "teachers'  meetings."  Compayre's  "History  of  Pedagogy"  was 
taken  as  a  guide.  Carefully  prepared  papers  and  spirited  discussions 
assisted  our  teachers  to  a  better  comprehension  of  the  text  and  to  a 
more  vivid  conception  of  the  demands  of  their  "calling."  Special 
emi)hasis  was  placed  on  character-building,  and  on  the  necessity  of 
having  lofty  ideals  which  should  be  concretely  embodied  before  the 
children.  As  a  result  conscientious  efforts  were  put  forth  in  the 
class  room.  The  old  method  of  storing  the  mind  with  mere  facts  gave 
way  to  the  better  method  of  acquiring  knowledge.  Superficiality  was 
subordinated  to  thoroughness.  We  are  not  entirely  rid,  however,  of 
teachers  who  Chinese-like  "hear"  recitations. 

Our  high  school  course  has  been  increased  to  four  years.  This  ac- 
counts for  the  fact  that  no  class  was  graduated  this  year. 

The  rapid  increase  in  population  made  it  necessary  for  the  directors 
to  open  an  additional  room  in  the  Washington  building,  to  build  an 
addition  to  the  Fourth  ward  school,  and  to  rent  and  equip  a  temporary 
school  in  the  Eighth  ward.  Contract  has  been  awarded  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  four-room  building  in  the  latter  place.  The  structure  is  to  be 
ready  when  the  schools  open  in  September. 


NEW  BRIGHTON— ,1.  Burdette  Richev. 


It  is  with  gratifying  pride  that  I  am  able  to  report  that  the  work 
accomplished  during  the  year  has  been  verj'  satisfactory.     So  far  as 
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organizatiou  aud  classilicatiou  are  couceined,  1  doubt  if  any  system  of 
schools  can  make  a  better  showing.  The  discipline,  the  amicable  re- 
lation subsisting  between  pui)!!  and  teacher,  the  respect  foi-  authority 
and  obedience  to  lawful  recjuirenients  are  all  of  a  very  healthful  order. 
The  faithful  application  to  the  work  of  the  schools  is  evidenced  by  the 
gratifying  results  secured.  A  thorough  foundation  for  life's  duties 
is  laid  in  the  schools  by  the  vigorous  work  which  is  done  in  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  an  elementary  educator.  The  education  of  the 
masses  is  the  problem  constantly  to  be  dealt  with.  The  fact  that  the 
vast  majority  of  our  pupils  leave  us  at  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  that 
all  the  basis  for  life's  work  must  be  established  between  the  ages  of 
six  and  fourteen  years,  admonish  us  to  be  diligent  in  imparting  a  thor- 
ough and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  foundation  principles  of  all  edu- 
cation. If  the  essentials  in  education  are  given  prominence  which 
might  seem  disproportionate,  it  is  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  vast  num- 
ber whose  school  life  is  exceedingly  short.  The  aim  of  the  school  has 
been  to  do  well  the  work  assigned  them.  In  this  they  have  been  suc- 
cessful. When  the  work  of  our  schools,  grade  by  grade,  is  compared 
with  that  done  in  any  city  of  which  we  have  knowledge,  there  will  be 
found  little  just  cause  for  criticism  or  complaint,  but  abundant  reason 
for  satisfaction.  I  do  not  wish  to  imply  that  our  schools  are  what  we 
would  have  them  be,  or  that  there  is  no  room  for  improvement,  but  I 
do  know  that  they  are  characterized  by  constant  growth,  development 
and  advancement  and  that  they  are  now  in  most  excellent  condition. 
That  they  are  as  good  as  they  are  is  due  to  the  integrity  and  efficiency 
of  the  faithful  teachers. 

The  Teacher. 

''The  efficient  teacher  is  the  main  factor  of  a  good  school,  but  the 
test  of  her  efficiency  is  by  no  means  the  ability  to  pass  an  examination. 
That  is  only  the  mechanical  test  of  the  extent  of  her  knowledge  of  the 
branches  required  to  be  taught  by  law.  Neither  are  all  who  pass  the 
examination  w^orthy  of  being  entrusted  with  the  teachers'  office;  some 
who  fail  on  examination  may  be  far  worthier.  The  teacher's  real 
ability  is  her  power  to  rouse  the  child  to  self-activity;  to  make  the 
child  think;  and  the  broader  the  teacher's  educatior  -^he  better.  The 
good  teacher  is  constantly  finding  new  ways,  new  methods,  new  de- 
vices in  doing  things  and  in  rousing  the  activity  of  the  child.  The 
teacher  who  has  taught  ten,  fifteen,  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  and 
uses  the  same  methods,  the  same  devices  and  same  illustrations  which 
she  used  in  the  first  five  years  of  her  service,  has  outgrown  her  useful- 
ness. She  is  not  efficient;  she  is  dead;  she  is  of  no  use  in  the  schools. 
The  mechanical  mastery  of  reading,  writing,  arithmetic  or  anything 
else  is  not  education.  That  is  only  of  the  machine.  Education  in  the 
primary  grade,  in  the  grammar  grade,  in  the  high  school  is  really  the 
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development  of  faculty  and  the  habit  we  get  out  of  the  reading,  writ- 
ing, arithmetic,  algebra,  Latin  or  what  not." 

The  teacher  herself  must  be  a  thinker  and  a  student.  She  must 
deal  with  each  fiupil  as  an  individual  soul,  unlike  any  other  that  ex- 
ists or  has  existed.  If  she  is  not  intellectually  active  she  cannot  rouse 
the  intellect;  if  she  is  not  morally  active  she  cannot  rouse  the  con- 
science; if  she  is  not  religiously  active  she  cannot  rouse  the  soul.  In 
the  words  of  a  profound  educational  thinker:  "The  lower  cannot  call 
forth  the  higher.  He  who  is  not  a  thinker  cannot  make  others  think; 
who  is  not  a  lover  cannot  make  others  love;  who  is  not  a  doer  cannot 
make  others  do.  A  liar  cannot  lead  to  truth,  nor  the  impure  to 
purity." 

Children  are  roused  to  mental  effort  far  more  through  the  affections 
and  the  emotions  than  through  the  reason.  Hence  the  teachers's  per- 
sonality is  of  far  greater  influence  in  education  than  his  learning.  A 
broadly  sympathetic  nature  full  of  firmness,  generosity  and  cheerful- 
ness, awakens  love,  admiration  and  respect.  Such  a  teacher  compels 
recognition  and  affectionate  obedience,  though  he  neither  speaks  nor 
commands.  He  is  an  inspiration  to  the  best  effort  of  the  pupil  and 
strengthens  his  resolutions  to  greater  and  greater  effort. 

Inferior  teachers  make  inferior  scholars  and  neither  plans,  schemes, 
systems,  buildings  nor  apparatus  will  make  them  good.  "Give  the 
right  man  or  the  right  woman  a  log  cabin  and  divine  work  shall  be 
done;  place  formal  and  callous  teachers  in  marble  palaces  and  they 
shall  be  caught  all  the  more  hopelessly  in  the  machine  which  destroys 
life." — Messiner. 


NEW  CASTLE— J.  W.  Canon. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  fifty-nine  schools  were  opened.  Our 
territory  and  population  were  increased  by  the  annexation  of  two 
school  districts,  the  borough  of  West  New  Castle  with  nine  schools, 
and  the  borough  of  Mahoningtown  with  six  schools.  The  two  dis- 
tricts annexed  had  well  organized  school  systems  so  that  the  work  of 
assimilating  them  with  the  city  system  was  not  difficult.  Rapid 
growth  of  the  city  made  two  additional  schools  necessary,  thus  bring- 
ing the  number  up  to  seventy-six  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Five  or  six 
additional  schools  will  be  opened  at  the  beginning  of  next  year,  and 
probably  more  before  its  close.  Two  additional  school  rooms  have 
been  finished  in  the  Seventh  ward,  and  land  has  been  purchased,  and 
the  contract  let  for  the  erection  of  a  nine  room  building  on  Pittsburgh 
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Street  in  the  Fouitli  ward.  This  building  with  lot  and  furniture  will 
cost  about  thirty  thousand  dollars.  To  provide  school  accommoda- 
tions for  the  rapidly  increasing  army  of  children  tests  the  resources 
of  the  city  to  the  utmost. 

The  teaching  of  penmanship  was  supervised  by  a  special  teacher. 
Vertical  waiting  was  taught  and  practiced  in  all  grades,  except  the 
high  school,  with  a  success  that  surprised  both  friends  and  opponents 
of  the  system.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  public  schools 
of  the  city,  drawing  was  introduced  as  a  regular  branch  of  study.  It 
was  in  charge  of  the  supervisor  of  penmanship,  and  was  alternated 
with  it,  occupying  the  same  time  and  place  on  the  program  during  the 
week  that  penmanship  had  the  previous  week.  Drawing  cultivates 
the  eye  and  the  hand,  so  that  by  this  division  of  time,  the  improvement 
in  penmanship  seems  to  be  as  great  as  when  it  is  not  made.  As  the 
same  supervisor  has  charge  of  both  lines  of  work,  the  only  additional 
expense  is  the  material  used  for  drawing.  Some  very  commendable 
work  was  done  in  this  department. 

Vocal  music  was  continued  in  charge  of  a  special  teacher,  and 
steady  and  satisfactory  progress  was  made  in  all  grades.  So  assured 
are  the  people  of  the  educational  value  of  vocal  music  in  their  schools, 
that  its  place  in  the  course  of  study  is  as  secure  as  that  of  English 
grammar. 

The  school  authorities  of  the  district  have  taken  no  action  toward 
establishing  a  public  library  as  authorized  by  recent  legislation.  But 
this  very  important  question  will  receive  attention  as  soon  as  the  pres- 
sure for  school  accommodations  demanded  by  law  has  been  removed. 
A  school  library  of  about  a  thousand  volumes  has  been  provided  by 
school  entertainments,  and  by  donations  of  teachers. 

Over  a  hundred  volumes  were  added  during  the  past  year,  including 
"History  for  Keady  Reference  and  Topical  Reading,"  five  volumes, 
Ridpath's  "Library  of  Universal  History,"  sixteen  volumes,  "Century 
Cyclopaedia  of  Names,"  "Harper's  Book  of  Facts,"  and  "Dictionary  of 
United  States  History."  Much  stress  is  placed  upon  the  importance 
of  developing  in  the  children  a  taste  for  good  reading.  It  is  also  be- 
lieved that  the  most  effectual  way  to  displace  vicious  reading  is  to 
supply  something  better. 

During  the  year  a  conference  of  teachers  and  parents  w^as  held  in 
every  school  in  the  city.  Invitations,  written  in  most  cases  by  the 
pupils,  were  sent  to  all  the  patrons  asking  them  to  spend  the  after- 
noon in  the  schools.  Large  numbers  of  mothers  and  a  few  fathers  re- 
sponded to  these  invitations.  The  first  hour  of  the  afternoon  was 
spent  in  regular  school  work  interspersed  with  a  few  recitations,  and 
some  singing  by  the  pupils.  Then  the  children  were  dismissed  and 
sent  home,  and  the  next  hour  was  spent  in  examining  written  work  of 
the  pupils  in  all  the  branches.     The  next  period  was  spent  in  an  ex- 
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change  of  views  between  teachers  and  parents  upon  questions  of  mu- 
tual interest.  The  following  were  among  the  topics  discussed: 
"Home  Study,"  "Co-operation,"  "Evenings  of  Children,"  "Prompt 
Obedience,"  "Street  Education,"  "Regularity  of  Attendance,"  "Ex- 
cuses," "Reports,"  "Reading,"  "Criticising  Teacher,"  "Tardiness," 
"Methods  of  Teaching,"  and  "Rules  of  School."  These  topics  were 
seriously  and  frankly  discussed  by  teachers  and  patrons.  At  the 
close  of  these  discussions  the  parents  and  teachers  met  in  a  social 
way,  and  informally  discussed  the  various  interests  of  the  schools. 
From  that  time  forth  a  better  understanding  between  the  school  and 
the  home  existed.  That  these  conferences  were  in  many  ways  of 
much  benefit  to  the  schools,  was  the  verdict  of  all  who  took  part  in 
them. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— James  A.  Dewey. 


The  schools  of  this  district,  after  being  in  session  ten  months, 
closed  on  Friday,  June  17. 

Vocal  music  was  continued  during  the  year  under  the  direction  of  a 
supervisor.  We  believe  that  music  and  drawing  will  continue  to  hold 
their  places  in  our  course  of  study. 

A  half-mill  was  again  levied  for  the  Free  Library  fund.  We  now 
have  more  than  a  thousand  library  books.  The  library  is  increasing 
in  usefulness  and  in  popularity. 

The  total  enrollment  this  year  w  as  1,175,  an  increase  of  49  over  last 
year.  This  increase  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  vigilance  of  the  truant 
officer,  as  our  population  is  not  increasing,  owing  to  the  fact  that  some 
are  moving  away  to  seek  better  employment. 

We  had  seven  evening  schools  open  three  months,  five  open  four 
months,  and  four  open  five  months.  As  the  enrollment  decreases  we 
combine  schools  and  reduce  the  teaching  force.  There  were  enrolled 
three  hundred  pupils. 

Teachers  have  attended  our  monthly  meetings  better  than  before. 
There  has  been  an  evident  desire  to  do  better  work.  Teachers  are 
more  and  more  realizing  their  privileges,  their  duties,  and  their  re- 
sponsibilities. We  succeeded  in  interesting  the  patrons  in  our  local 
institute  work. 

While  we  have  no  meteoric,  "Manilla,"  or  "Santiago"  victories  to 
report,  we  do  desire  to  report  substantial  progress. 
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NORRISTOWN— Jos.  K.  Gotwals. 


The  year  just  closed  shows  an  increase  of  137  in  enrollment  and  133 
in  average  daily  attendance.  This  increase  is,  to  some  extent,  due  to 
the  partial  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  act.  An  attendance  officer 
was  engaged  part  of  the  time  with  good  effect.  What  to  do  with  the 
incorrigible  pupil  and  the  truant  has  not  been  fully  solved,  and  will 
not  be  until  there  is  a  place  provided  for  such;  this  is  not  an  easy  task 
to  accomplish,  especially  in  small  towns. 

.  In  order  to  provide  for  the  increase  in  our  number  of  pupils  the 
board  erected  a  two-story,  twelve-room  building.  This  building  has 
all  the  modern  appliances,  well  lighted  and  heated  with  the  Peck-Wil- 
liamson's heating  and  ventilating  apparatus.  In  all  respects  it  may 
be  considered  a  first  class  building  at  a  moderate  cost.  No  effort  is 
spared  in  making  our  buildings  such  that  will  promote  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  children. 

On  account  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  high 
school,  it  w^as  found  necessary  to  make  more  room  in  this  department; 
also  to  elect  a  specialist  to  take  charge  of  the  science  department. 
This  gives  an  opporunity  to  do  still  better  work  in  our  high  school, 
the  standing  of  which  is  steadily  increasing,  as  is  shown  where  the 
work  of  our  pupils  is  tested. 

The  graduating  class  consisted  of  nineteen  boys  and  nineteen  girls. 
The  extension  of  the  course  has  not  had  the  effect  of  causing  pupils  to 
leave  before  graduating.  We  have  a  faithful  band  of  workers  among 
our  teachers.  A  vast  amount  of  nervous  energy  is  put  forth.  It 
seems  too,  it  would  be  well  to  grant  leave  of  absence  for  a  year,  at  least, 
where  the  health  of  a  teacher  has  become  impaired  by  faithful  work, 
with  the  understanding  that  as  soon  as  the  health  is  sufficiently  re- 
stored the  teacher  will  be  reinstated  into  her  former  position.  The 
conscientious  teacher,  it  seems  to  me  would  be  ready  to  embrace  such 
an  opportunity,  it  being  but  justice  to  herself  and  pupils.  No  teacher 
-with  impaired  health  can  do  good  work  in  school.  No  special  change 
has  been  made  in  the  general  school  work.  Before  new  methods  are 
introduced  there  must  be  evidences  that  they  will  prove  advantageous 
to  the  pupil.  Truly  all  change  is  not  progress,  hence  we  move  cau- 
tiously. Our  object  should  be  to  give  the  pupils  the  necessary  power 
to  acquire  know^ledge.  Orthography  and  reading  deserve  much  at- 
tention and  should  not  be  slighted.  Frequent  statements  are  made 
to  the  effect  that  pupils  are  deficient  in  orthography.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  day  is  not  far  off,  when  all  superfluous  letters  will  be 
dropped  from  words  in  common  use.  Reading  for  the  benefit  of 
others  deserves  a  full  share  of  the  allotted  time.  Distinct  articulation 
should  be  taught  at  an  early  age. 
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Manual  training,  sewing,  freehand  drawing  and  music  are  taught 
by  special  teachers.  The  work  in  all  these  departments  is  well  done. 
The  institutes  were  regularly  held  with  profit  to  all  who  attended. 
Several  of  our  teachers  took  special  studies,  on  Saturdays,  at  the  Uni- 
versity' of  Pennsylvania. 

There  seems  to  be  a  good  feeling  manifested  by  all  engaged  in  the 
work.  A  progressive  spirit  shows  itself  among  the  members  of  our 
board,  which  is  to  be  hoped  will  continue.  The  prospects  for  still 
greater  progress  in  future  school  work  are  very  encouraging.  We 
express  our  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its  aid 
rendered  from  time  to  time. 


NORTH  HUNTINGDON,  WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— Otis  H. 

Warnock. 


The  school  term  iu  North  Huntingdon  was  increased  from  seven  to 
eight  months  the  past  year,  all  indebtedness  was  canceled,  a  two-room 
school  house  was  built,  and  there  yet  remains  $1,175.58  in  the  hands 
of  the  treasurer  and  no  debt — an  excellent  showing. 

The  increased  school  term  has  not  resulted  in  decreased  attendance 
although  an  epidemic  of  measles  aifecting  thirty-two  schools  reduced 
it  considerably.  The  longer  term  has  permitted  more  and  better  work 
to  be  done. 

The  new  school  house  at  Ardara  is  the  only  one  in  the  township 
having  adequate  cloak  rooms,  halls,  and  heating  and  ventilating  ap- 
paratus. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  future  more  attention  will  be 
paid  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  pupils  in  the  school  houses 
erected  in  the  country. 

Teachers'  meetings  in  which  special  attention  was  given  to  primary 
work  were  held  semi-monthly.  That  they  were  well  attended  and 
beneficial  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  so  much  more  has  been  accomp- 
lished than  ever  before.  In  fifteen  one-room  schools  North  Hunting- 
don has  emphatically  disproven  that  as  good  results  cannot  be  ob- 
tained in  the  Pollard  method  of  teaching  reading  as  in  the  city  schools. 

In  the  matter  of  grading  rural  schools  I  am  glad  to  note  the  interest 
taken.  The  items  published  in  the  New  England  Journal  and  other 
educational  papers  concerning  the  method  of  grading  in  use  here  has 
called  forth  a  perfect  avalanche  of  inquiries  from  every  State  along 
the  northern  boundary  from  Maine  to  Washington,  as  well  from 
many  inland  states.  Such  a  deep  interest  is  now  being  taken  that  the 
near  future  must  bring  forth  a  plan  which  will  place  the  rural  child  on 
a  par  with  his  urban  brother. 
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The  thanks  of  the  superintendent  are  tendered  to  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaef- 
fer  for  his  assistance  in  niakinj;  our  first  commencement  a  success, 
and  also  to  all  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  make  the  past  year 
the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  North  Iluntingdon's  schools. 


OIL  CITY— C.  A.  Babcock. 


The  schools  of  this  city  have  done  better  work  during  the  last  year 
than  in  any  other  year  of  my  connection  with  them.  Notable  im- 
provement has  been  made  in  writing,  due  to  the  introduction  of  the 
natural  vertical  system.  The  results  of  the  use  of  this  system  for  one 
year  seem  almost  marvellous. 

Nature  study  has  been  continued,  and  somewhat  extended.  Be- 
sides its  direct  benefits,  it  developed  an  interest  and  enthusiasm  which 
was  manifest  and  operative  in  all  the  other  school  work. 

Particular  attention  has  been  given  during  the  year,  to  the  intro- 
duction of  literature,  and  to  the  extension  of  the  time  of  the  reading 
classes.  It  is  now  so  arranged  that  the  pupil  who  contemplates  the 
first  eight  years  of  our  course — the  common  school  "course" — shall 
have  read  between  fifty  and  sixty  masterpieces  of  English  literature. 
We  believe  that  the  child  should  read  something,  and  that  this  is  the 
best  way  of  learning  to  read.  The  old  way  of  spending  the  reading 
time  of  eight  years  upon  five  or  six  graded  readers  is  one  of  the  most 
efficient  means  of  beheading  children,  since  the  time  of  Herod.  The 
influence  of  literature  upon  children  cannot  be  definitely  stated.  It 
is  manifold,  and  necessary.  One  of  its  best  effects  is  that  it  spirit- 
ualizes their  lives — presents  to  them  high  ideals,  devotion  to  duty, 
love  of  right,  patriotism  in  forms  that  appeal  to  the  heart,  in  short  de- 
velops character.  We  have  noticed  that  the  child  who  reads  well 
does  everything  else  well;  the  character  developed  by  reading  be- 
comes a  power  in  all  directions. 

Steps  have  been  taken  tow^ard  building  a  new  high  school.  The 
ground  has  been  purchased  and  plans  are  now  being  submitted  by 
architects. 


PHOENIXVILLE— H.  F.  Leister. 


During  the  scholastic  year  just  ended  the  public  schools  of  Phoenix- 
ville  were  in  charge  of  twenty-seven  regular  teachers,  and  a  teacher  of 
music,  beside  the  superintendent. 
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Changes  in  the  corps  of  teachers  in  the  beginning  of  the  term  in- 
terrupted our  work  somewhat,  yet  progress  on  educational  lines  fol- 
lowed. The  school  enrollment  was  greater  by  48  pupils  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  which  necessitated  the  employment  of  an  additional 
teacher. 

This  increase  may  be  attributed  to  a  slight  increase  of  population, 
and  to  the  efforts  put  forth  to  enforce  the  compulsory  attendance  law. 
The  teachers  reported  regularly  to  the  board  all  pupils  who  had  been 
violating  said  law,  but  prosecution  was  not  resorted  to  in  any  case. 

Efforts  continue  to  be  made  to  familiarize  our  pupils  with  standard 
.luthors  and  their  works,  and  stimulate  a  desire  for  pure  and  whole- 
some reading.  To  facilitate  this  work  additional  supplementary 
reading  matter  was  supplied  by  the  board. 

No  useless  and  expensive  material  or  apparatus  of  any  kind  has 
been  purchased.  While  the  board  is  liberal  as  to  legitimate  expendi- 
ture, its  sentiment  is  in  opposition  to  extravagance.  Its  liberality  in 
appropriating  money  for  the  extension  and  usefulness  of  the  public  li- 
brary was  remarkable. 

The  library  still  continues  to  be  popular  to  an  extraordinary  de- 
gree. It  now  contains  3,273  volumes  of  miscellaneous  books.  Over 
300  volumes  were  added  during  the  year. 

Three  boys  and  seven  girls  were  graduated  from  the  high  school. 

The  commencement  exercises,  as  usual,  were  held  in  the  largest 
auditorium  in  town,  which  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity  with  an 
intelligent  and  appreciative  audience. 

Prof.  Frank  H.  Green,  of  the  West  Chester  State  Normal  School 
delivered  an  excellent  address,  which  was  very  appropriate  for  the  oc- 
casion, and  replete  with  good  humor  and  sensible  advice. 

During  the  year  telephone  connection  was  established  between  the 
several  school  buildings.  This  convenience  is  an  improvement,  that 
is  most  thoroughly  appreciated. 


PITTSBURGH— George  J.  Luckey 


The  growth  and  progress  of  our  schools  continue  to  keep  pace  with 
the  growth  in  population  and  material  interests  of  our  city. 

Pittsburgh  is  one  of  the  few  large  cities  where  no  pupil  is  kept  from 
school  for  want  of  proper  school  room  accommodation.  New  build- 
ings and  additions  are  erected  as  rapidly  as  the  increasing  enrollment 
demands.     It  is  difficult  to  assign  a  satisfactory  reason  for  the  very 
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remarkable  increase  in  the  attendance  at  our  high  school.  Whether 
it  is  attributable  to  the  increased  elliciency  of  the  lower  grades,  or  to 
the  increased  and  increasing  reputation  of  the  high  school  for  thor- 
ough work,  or  to  the  increased  prosperity  of  our  people  which  enables 
the  parents  to  continue  their  children  a  longer  time  in  school,  I  cannot 
tell.  In  ten  jears  the  attendance  at  primary  and  grammar  schools 
has  increased  50  per  cent,  while  the  attendance  at  high  school  in- 
creased over  18G  per  cent. 

The  compulsory-  school  law  has  been  in  operation  for  over  a  year  and 
is  bearing  good  fruit.  It  is  not  perfect  but  has  opened  the  way  for 
something  better.  It  is  an  experiment,  and  like  the  original  free 
school  law  of  1834,  wdll  grow  in  efficiency  as  experience  shows  the 
way. 

Since  my  last  report  we  have  opened  a  new  high  school  on  the  south 
side  of  the  INLonotigahela  river,  and  new  primary  and  grammar 
schools  in  the  Howard  and  Minersville  sub-districts. 


POTTSTOWN— William  W.  Rupert. 


The  work  for  the  year  '97--98,  has  been  vigorously  directed  along  the 
lines  that  have  been  indicated  in  previous  reports. 

For  a  number  of  years  we  have  been  giving  much  attention  to 
reading  during  the  first  four  years  of  the  course,  and  the  results,  we 
think,  have  never  been  better  than  they  were  this  year.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  work  in  reading  we  have  this  j^ear  given  more  than  the 
usual  amount  of  attention  to  memorizing  choice  selections  of  prose 
and  poetry.  Our  young  people  have  thoroughly  enjoyed  this  work, 
and  the  good  results  flowing  from  it  are  apparent  to  all. 

Language,  penmanship,  spelling,  arithmetic,  geography  and  history 
have  been  taught  with  enthusiasm  and  success.  The  teaching  of 
physiology  has  been  made  more  interesting  and  valuable  by  the  use 
of  an  excellent  microscope  that  was  purchased  during  the  year. 

The  w-ork  in  the  high  school  would  have  been  more  successful  had 
it  not  been  for  the  unfortunate  loss,  during  the  year,  of  two  good 
teachers  who  were  induced  to  leave  us  for  more  lucrative  positions 
elsewhere.  Our  high  school  has  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  and  the  course  is  being  strengthened  and  broadened  each  year. 
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POTTSVILLE— B.  F.  Patterson. 


The  time  has  again  arrived,  when  every  superintendent  is  required 
to  tell  how  much  he  knows  about  ''school  teaching"  and  what  wonder- 
ful things  he  has  accomplished  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

Our  directors  are  building  one  more  school  house,  not  so  much  for 
want  of  school  room  as  for  convenience  in  a  certain  ward  which  hereto- 
fore has  had  no  building. 

After  this  is  completed,  our  district  will  be  fully  equipped  with 
good,  comfortable  and  well  furnished  school  houses. 

The  only  new  feature  of  our  work  this  year,  is  the  promoting  of 
pupils  the  last  of  June,  instead  of  the  1st  of  September.  During  the 
last  days  of  the  last  term  we  promoted  all  those  who  were  prepared  to 
advance.  This  gives  the  teacher  a  cbance  to  organize  the  school  on 
the  first  day  of  the  new  term.  We  find  this  to  be  a  great  advantage 
to  the  upper  grades. 

The  primary  grades  cannot  be  filled  up  until  the  new  pupils  come 
in  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  term. 

Our  directors  have  taken  up  the  subject  of  compulsory  education. 
Every  parent  who  had  a  delinquent  child  during  the  last  term,  re- 
received  from  the  secretary  of  the  board  a  notice  containing  the  law 
on  the  subject;  also  the  duty  and  intention  of  the  board  in  the  matter; 
also  blanks  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  teachers  with  which  they 
reported  every  month  to  the  board  the  number  and  circumstances  of 
those  who  had  been  irregular  in  attendance.  The  school  board  also 
appointed  a  committee  from  their  number  to  examine  and  act  upon 
these  reports.     The  result,  however,  was  not  very  marked. 


RADNOR,  DELAWARE  COUNTY— Geo.  H.  Wilson. 


Each  successive  year  marks  a  decided  increase  in  the  number  of 
pupils  enrolled  in  our  schools.  While  this  increase  is  general  through- 
out the  districts,  it  is  most  marked  at  Wayne  where  the  school  has 
increased  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  (150)  in  1893,  to  over  three 
hundred  in  1898.  In  1893  the  district  had  twelve  teachers  (12)  on  its 
pay-rolls,  to-day  it  has  twenty-one  (21).  With  the  increase  in  attend- 
ance there  has  been  a  corresponding  advance  in  the  quality  of  the 
work  accomplished  by  the  elementary  schools. 
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This  is  evidenced  by  the  better  preparation  of  pupils  who  enter  the 
high  school  in  successive  years.  All  of  our  schools  are  now  graded, 
and  all  pupils  in  tke  same  grade  throughout  the  district  are  doing  the 
same  work. 

Last  year  the  directors  elected  a  district  superintendent  in  order  to 
inore  closely  unify  the  work.  All  courses  of  study  are  planned  and 
arranged  b}'  the  superintendent  and  are  faithfully  carried  out  by  the 
teachers,  to  whom  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  for  their  en- 
deavors to  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  schools. 

Accommoda  tions. 

The  accommodations  for  pupils  at  Wayne  have  long  since  ceased 
to  be  adequate  for  our  needs,  and  in  addition  to  the  main  school  build- 
ing, we  have  four  rooms  in  buildings  adjacent  to  the  school. 

This  state  of  affairs  has  greatly  impaired  the  efficiency  of  our 
schools,  not  only  on  account  of  insufficient  floor  space,  but  also  an  ac- 
count of  the  lack  of  proper  hygienic  conditions  natural  to  buildings 
not  designed  especially  for  school  purposes. 

This  condition  is  in  no  wise  due  to  lack  of  appreciation  of  our  needs 
on  the  part  of  our  board  of  directors,  who  are  ever  ready  to  advance 
the  interests  of  our  schools;  but  is  wholly  consequent  to  the  borough 
controversy,  which  has  occupied  the  minds  of  our  people  during  the 
past  two  or  three  years.  As  matters  must  remain  in  statu  quo  until 
the  warring  factions  have  settled  their  differences,  there  seems  to  be 
no  prospect  of  immediate  relief  from  present  conditions.  Meanwhile 
our  small  children  are  confined  in  rooms  wholly  unfitted  for  school 
purposes;  poorly  lighted,  insufficiently  heated  and  without  adequate 
ventilation. 

There  is  something  radically  wrong  in  a  law  which  prohibits  a 
school  board's  furnishing  proper  accommodation  for  its  children,  and 
at  the  same  time  makes  no  provision  for  removing  the  obstacle  within 
a  reasonable  period  of  time. 

The  High  School. 

The  high  school  was  organized  in  1893  and  located  at  Wayne,  and 
receives  pupils  from  all  parts  of  the  district.  Starting  with  a  class 
of  eight  pupils  at  that  time,  it  has  steadily  increased  in  public  favor, 
and  has  now^  enrolled  in  its  various  classes  nearly  sixty  students. 

Through  the  liberality  of  our  school  board  the  teaching  force  has 
been  gradually  increased  until  at  present  it  numbers  four  regular 
teachers  with  special  teachers  of  music,  drawing  and  stenography. 
The  size  of  the  classes  which  will  enter  during  the  next  few  years  in- 
dicates an  early  increase  to  one  hundred  pupils. 

Two  classes  have  graduated,  one  of  four  pupils  and  the  other  of 
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seven,  from  both  of  which  members  have  entered  higher  institutions 
of  learning.  Two  graduates  have  obtained  scholarships,  one  at  State 
College,  the  other  at  Haverford.  The  school  is  now  able  to  fit  pupils 
for  any  college,  and  every  class  at  present  in  the  school  has  pupils  who 
intend  to  continue  their  studies  after  graduation. 

The  country  high  school  has  a  most  promising  future  before  it,  if 
districts  will  elect  school  directors,  who  are  impressed  with  the  nec- 
essity of  providing  our  boys  and  girls  in  the  rural  and  suburban  dis- 
tricts, with  advantages  that  will  enable  them  to  compete,  either  at 
college  or  in  business  life,  with  the  graduates  of  city  schools. 


READING— E.  Mackey. 


Two  four-room  brick  buildings  are  being  erected,  and  plans  have 
been  prepared  for  a  building  of  six  rooms.  Two  four-room  buildings 
have  been  completed  during  the  year.  These  buildings,  though  small 
as  to  the  number  of  rooms,  are,  nevertheless,  handsome,  commodious, 
well  furnished,  and  well  planned. 

We  have  been  experimenting  in  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory 
attendance  law^  with  good  results  in  attendance  and  discipline.  The 
experiments  have  given  us  important  data  in  showing  the  necessity 
for  and  the  effect  of  the  law  and  in  devising  plans  for  enforcing  it. 
The  board  has  appointed  a  capable  attendance  officer  and  has  made 
provision  for  a  special  school  for  truants  and  incorrigible  pupiis. 

We  have  added  a  one-year  post-graduate  normal  course  to  the  cur- 
riculum of  our  girls'  high  school.     The  following  is  an  outline  of  it: 

First  Term. 

Methods,  o  periods  per  week.  DeGarmo's  Essentials  of  Method. 
Lectures. 

*History  of  Education,  5  periods  per  week.     Painter. 

Reading  and  Literature,  3  periods  per  week. 

Music  and  Drawing,  2  periods  per  week. 

Arithmetic,  3  periods  per  week. 

Geography,  2  periods  per  week. 

fLogic,  5  periods  per  week.     Hill — Jevons. 

Child  Study,  5  periods  per  week.     Warner.     Lectures. 

Nature  Study,  3  periods  per  week.     Wilson.     Laboratory. 

Grammar,  2  periods  per  week. 

•studies  previously  completed  in  the  senior  year  high  school  but  hereafter  to  be  part  of  the 
normal  course. 

tStudies  hereafter  to  be  included  in  the  senior  year   high   school. 
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Second  Term. 

•School  Management,  5  periods  per  week.     Raub.     Lectures. 
Philosophy  of  Education,  5  periods  per  week.     Harris'  Educational 
Foundations.     Lectures. 

Physiology  and  Zoology,  5  periods  per  week. 
Music  and  Drawing,  2  periods  per  week. 
History  of  the  United  States,  3  periods  per  week. 
English,  3  periods  per  week. 
fPsychology,  5  periods  per  week.     Halleck. 

Third  Term. 

Twelve  consecutive  weeks  of  observation  and  practice  under  the 
supervision  of  experienced  teachers  in  the  city  public  schools. 

A  fair  beginning  has  been  made  this  year  in  supplying  each  pupil 
in  our  higher  grades  with  an  academic  dictionary.  The  board  has  al- 
ready appropriated  |1,000  for  that  purpose  and  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  in  a  year  or  two  there  will  be  a  standard  dictionary  in  every 
room,  and  an  academic  for  every  pupil  above  the  fourth  year  of  school. 
We  have  secured  a  bright,  attractive  lot  of  supplementary  readers 
sufficient  to  give  each  primary  school  two  or  three  different  sets  of 
books  in  addition  to  their  regular  series  of  readers. 

A  number  of  our  public  spirited  citizens,  by  voluntary  contribution, 
have  raised  about  |13,000  for  the  Reading  Library  Company.  This 
enabled  the  company  to  lift  a  |10,000  mortgage  on  property  worth  at 
least  130,000,  repair  the  building,  and  fit  up  in  adequate  fashion  an 
elegant  suite  of  library,  reading,  and  lecture  rooms.  A  proposition 
was  made  by  the  company  giving  the  school  board  representation  and 
a  majority  vote  in  the  management  of  the  property  in  consideration 
of  an  annual  appropriation  of  .f4,000. 

Partly  because  of  the  adverse  legal  opinion  of  the  solicitor  and 
partly  for  other  reasons  the  board  did  not  accept  the  proposition. 
The  library  contains  about  10,000  volumes.  It  has  been  opened  to 
the  public  and  is  well  patronized.  The  meagerness  of  its  income, 
however  (about  |1,200  per  year),  seriously  impairs  its  usefulness, 
growth  and  aggressiveness. 

The  city  celebrated  its  Sesqni-Centennial  Anniversary  in  a  week 
of  jubilee  exercises.  The  schools  had  their  day,  June  7.  The  scholars 
were  admirably  drilled  in  marching,  completely  organized  in  com- 
panies, regiments,  brigades,  divisions,  with  the  regular  corps  of 
officers.  They  had  eighteen  bands  of  music,  thousands  of  flags,  and 
were  appropriately  and,  in  many  cases,  uniquely  uniformed.  It  is 
generally  conceded  that  their  parade  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  affecting  sights  ever  seen  in  the  city.     The  occasion  brought  with 

•Ptudies  previously  completed  in   the  senior  year  high  school  but  hereafter  to  be  part  of  the 
normal  course.  .  ,   ,.       ^     , 

tStudles  hereafter  to  be  Included  In  the  senior  year  high  school. 
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it  many  lessons  in  many  lines  for  pupils,  teachers,  and  tlie  entire  com- 
munity, lessons  too  numerous  and  too  profound  to  be  adequately  re- 
counted here,  and  there  has  been  a  rich  aftermath  of  blessings  of 
which  we  did  not  even  dream. 


SCRANTON— George  Howell. 


Courses  of  Study. 

The  courses  of  study  introduced  two  years  ago  are  satisfactory,  at 
least  no  changes  have  been  suggested.  In  reducing  the  number  of 
branches  taught  daily  we  have  been  guided  solely  by  the  thought  that 
it  is  the  province  of  the  public  schools  to  teach  a  few  things  well 
rather  than  give  a  superficial  knowledge  of  many  things. 

Our  course  of  study  is  based  upon  the  idea  that  one  grade  shall 
be  completed  in  a  year.  This  plan  will  enable  a  child  entering  at  the 
age  of  six  years  to  complete  nine  grammar  grades,  four  years'  work 
in  the  high  school,  and  a  normal  training  course  of  two  years  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one. 

The  grade  work  is  now  uniform,  and  pupils  are  transferred  from 
one  section  of  the  city  to  another  without  any  loss  of  time  or  text. 
Our  teachers  are  entitled  to  much  credit  and  praise  for  their  close 
adherence  and  loyalty  to  the  work  prescribed  in  the  syllabus. 

Report  Cards. 

Some  teachers  talk  glibly  about  the  absurdity  of  measuring  soul- 
growth  in  per  cents.,  but  we  believe  firmly  in  the  efficacy  of  the 
monthly  report  card.  Freedom  is  a  good  thing  in  education  but  it  too 
frequently  means  a  loose  license  and  a  go-as-you-please  way  of  doing 
business.  We  may  deprecate  mechanism  all  we  please,  but  fruitful 
experience  demonstrates  beyond  a  doubt  that  we  can  have  no  system 
entirely  free  from  mechanism.  Our  report  cards,  telling  the  work 
done  (not  mental  superiority)  have  been  a  wholesome  incentive  to  the 
pupil,  and  a  convenient  means  by  which  we  can  inform  the  parent  of 
the  child's  standing.  The  report  card  is  a  reminder  to  a  busy  parent 
that  the  child  has  some  claim  on  his  time,  and  that  there  is  an  op- 
portune time  for  a  word  of  commend:ition,  admonition  or  reproof. 
Again,  it  is  a  connecting  thread  of  inti  rest  between  home  and  school. 
Our  report  cards  have  had  a  good  effect  on  attendance,  general  in- 
terest in  school  work,  and  have  debarred  faultfinders  from  entering 
annual  protests  when  their  children  fail  to  be  promoted. 
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Music. 

Last  year  we  decided  to  instruct  our  teachers  in  music,  two  lessons 
per  uionih,  before  adopting  any  system  of  music  for  general  instruc- 
tion in  the  schools.  Our  teachers  have  attended  the  music  class  regu- 
larly, and  to-day  many  of  them  can  iliink  tones  distinclly  and  measure 
time  accurately.  Our  class  room  singing  to-day  is  far  more  satisfact- 
ory than  it  was  a  year  ago,  and  our  examination  in  music  to  be  held 
in  January,  18D'J,  will  tell  us  the  number  of  teachers  employed  by  the 
Scranton  school  board  who  are  competent  to  give  elementary  instruc- 
tion in  music. 

When  music  first  claimed  our  attention  it  was  asserted  that  it 
would  take  too  much  time,  but  in  schools  of  the  city  where  it  is 
properly  taught,  experience  demonstrates  that  it  saves  time.  Those 
who  opposed  the  introduction  of  music  are  now,  we  believe,  thor- 
oughly satisfied  that  music  in  the  public  schools  does  not  mean  a  loss 
of  time,  it  means  more  time.  It  is  a  powerful  agent  in  our  discipline, 
and  a  potent  factor  in  character  making.  It  can  quiet  a  noisy  school, 
rest  the  body  and  pacify  the  mind.  Music  represents  growth  of  body 
and  health  of  mind.  A  bird  that  is  ill  will  not  sing,  neither  will  a  boy 
or  girl  sing  who  is  in  poor  health.  An  observing  teacher  through  a 
song  in  the  morning,  can  easily  detect  the  boy  or  girl  whose  work  for 
the  day  w'ill  be  a  drudgery,  whose  aching  heart  needs  some  consola- 
tion, some  word  of  encouragement. 

If  good  education  is  nothing  more,  nothing  less  than  self  activity, 
let  us  have  more  gleeful  music,  for  a  song  is  the  vocal  utterance  of 
self,  the  inner,  the  real  self. 

Again,  let  music  reach  the  home,  hallow  and  glorify  the  homeliest 
and  humblest  conditions  of  life.  Music  can  not  voice  an  unwhole- 
some sentiment  or  an  impure  thought. 

Drawing. 

Drawing  now  extends  through  the  grades  and  through  the  high 
school.  Teachers  are  required  to  do  their  work  under  the  direction 
of  a  supervisor  of  drawing.  This  branch  of  our  work  is  closely  inter- 
woven with  the  regular  work  of  the  schools.  It  has  been  correlated 
and  coordinated  to  such  an  extent  as  to  form  an  integral  part  of  the 
recitation  work.  Teachers  are  urged  to  apply  drawing  as  an  aid  in 
teaching  other  branches.  Many  have  done  so  within  the  past  year 
and  find  results  satisfactory.  In  arithmetic,  science  teaching,  geog- 
raphy and  language,  ideas  can  frequently  be  conveyed  by  this  moans 
in  a  way  that  strongly  impresses  the  memory  and  appeals  sharply  to 
the  understanding. 

Art  Education. 

The  love  of  the  beautiful  is  an  uplifting  and  purifying  Influence 
16--6 -98 
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wherever  it  manifests  itself.  Our  teachers  are  taking  a  home  in- 
terest in  their  individual  rooms,  and  spare  no  effort  to  beautify  them 
with  flowers  and  pictures.  The  movement  is  fraught  with  much  that 
will  contribute  to  nobler  living.  During  the  coming  year  we  shall 
have  some  instruction  on  the  masterpieces  of  art  in  order  that  we  may 
make  no  mistake  in  selecting  good  wholesome  pictures.  We  shall 
aim  and  endeavor  to  utilize  the  thought  of  Ruskin,  "The  child  should 
have  beautiful  things  about  him  and  time  to  look  at  them."  Art  is 
not  a  plaything  but  an  influence  upon  our  lives,  real  and  distinct. 
The  language  of  art  is  not  a  dialect,  it  is  the  one  universal  language 
which  has  never  been  confounded.     It  is  a  message  to  all. 

Kindergarten  Work. 

The  first  kindergarten  in  this  country  was  established  about  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  and  its  claim  to  be  a  natural  system  of  child  culture 
seems  justified  in  its  growth  and  development. 

The  Scranton  school  board  by  resolution  has  appropriated  one 
thousand  dollars  for  kindergarten  work  the  coming  year.  True,  this 
amount  is  small,  but  the  seed  planted  will  yield  a  harvest  of  good 
results.  A  kindergarten  is  now  a  part  of  our  public  school  system, 
and  the  friends  of  Froebel  have  no  fear  of  its  welfare  and  future 
maintenance. 

The  kindergarten  of  this  city  will  have  one  decided  advantage. 
Only  teachers  with  special  ti'aining  in  kindergarten  work  and  a  high 
school  education  back  of  it  shall  be  employed.  The  old  theory  that 
any  novice  can  teach  the  children  has  been  relegated,  sent  into  exile. 
We  demand  teachers  who  cam  distinguish  between  the  essential  and 
non-essential,  between  the  permanent  and  the  transient,  between 
devices  and  principles,  teachers  who  fully  and  justly  realize  that  kin- 
dergarten education  is  the  foundation  for  higher  education  and  na- 
tional character. 

Mothers'  Meetings. 

The  two  great  agencies  for  training  children  are  the  home  and 
school,  and  they  should  work  with  mutual  understanding  and  har- 
mony. The  school  and  home  should  come  together.  With  this  end 
in  view  mothers'  meetings  have  been  held  in  several  schools  during 
the  year  for  the  direct  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  schools. 
There  is  reason  to  hope  from  the  good  work  accomplished  during  the 
year  that  each  school  will  have  a  local  organization  the  coming  year. 
Such  organizations  will  tend  to  produce  a  better  mutual  understand- 
ing between  the  homes  and  the  schools,  and  strengthen  the  hands 
of  the  school  authorities  when  they  are  honestly  working  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  schools. 
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Savings  Banks. 

Mr.  Gladstone,  in  1801,  inaugurated  and  established  the  school 
savings  bank  system  in  England.  In  the  old  world  the  system  is  in 
successful  operation  in  one  hundred  thousand  schools,  and  seventy- 
six  cities  of  the  United  States  have  on  deposit  for  the  children  $179,- 
C51.02. 

A  year  ago,  encouraged  by  parents,  we  introduced  the  system  in 
Scranton,  first  in  No.  19  school  of  which  Miss  Josie  D.  Lees  is  prin- 
cipal. In  a  few-  months  after  a  successful  trial  in  No.  19  school,  seven 
of  the  other  schools  adopted  the  plan  and  to-day  we  have  on  deposit 
$950,  a  large  sum  considering  the  late  depression  in  business. 

Improvidence  is  one  of  the  evils  of  the  day,  and  any  system  that 
helps  to  create  or  encourage  habits  of  thrift  or  economy  must  be  of 
incalculable  benefit  to  the  children.  A  great  majority  of  the  chil- 
dren know  nothing  of  handling  money  except  to  spend  it  gratifying 
some  desire  of  the  moment.  As  parents  and  teachers  work  together 
in  the  education  of  the  child,  the  conclusion  seems  reasonable  that 
both  can  best  encourage  habits  of  providence.  We  do  not  encourage 
or  seek  large  deposits,  but  rather  encourage  all  to  become  depositors. 

Further,  to  avoid  begging  from  parents  we  insist  that  the  money  de- 
posited shall  represent  services  or  work  of  some  kind. 

On  each  Monday  morning  of  the  school  term  teachers  receive  de- 
posits, one  cent  or  more,  for  the  period  of  ten  minutes.  When  the 
deposits  reach  one  dollar  the  depositor  receives  a  bank  book  free  of 
charge  from  the  bank  where  the  money  is  deposited. 

There  is  no  tendency  toward  injurious  rivalry  among  the  pupils  and 
no  interruption  of  school  work. 

Training  School. 

The  Scranton  Training  School  with  its  two  years'  course  for  gra- 
duates of  the  high  school  is  elevating  the  standard  of  teachers.  It 
provides  a  channel  through  which  our  high  school  graduates,  who 
possess  natural  abilities  for  teaching,  may  equip  themselves  for  the 
profession  of  teaching.  There  are  now  thirty-two  pupil  teachers  in 
training  class,  and  forty-eight  graduates  of  the  Training  School  are 
employed  in  our  city  schools.  The  absolute  necessity  of  pedagogical 
instruction  and  professional  training  is  recognized  by  the  Scranton 
.school  board,  and  eventually  it  will  mean  a  higher  professional  tone 
to  the  corps,  more  efficiency  and  better  salaries. 

Mutual  Benefit  Association. 

The  Teachers'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  was  organized  March 
16,  1895.     Membership  fee  is  three  dollars,  and  monthly  dues  are 
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1^  per  cent,  of  the  salary.     In  case  of  sickness  or  disability  members 
in  good  standing  receive  60  per  cent,  of  salary. 

The  society  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  has  paid  promptly  all 
claims  for  sickness.  The  treasurer  has  paid  out  |145.65  and  there  is 
on  hand  a  balance  of  |8o0.28. 

School  Work, 

War  times  have  created  intense  interest  in  geography  and  history 
and  consequently  our  work  in  these  subjects  has  given  good  results. 

It  is  an  easy  matter  to  stir  up  children  as  an  Indian  chief  stirs  up 
his  warriors,  by  noise  and  exhortation,  but  to  get  inspiration  out  of 
historical  text,  out  of  the  subject  matter  under  discussion  in  the  class 
room,  which  we  tried  to  do,  is  not  an  easy  task.  What  our  harvest 
will  be  from  patriotic  teaching  only  time  can  determine,  but  we  feel 
confident  that  our  patriotism  has  been  of  the  right  kind.  Jingoism  we 
have  not  tolerated.  Our  lessons  have  been  founded  on  historic  fact, 
not  fancy.  The  question,  ''Are  we  right?"'  found  a  positive  answer  in 
every  exercise.  We  presented  the  noblest  types  of  heroism  and  taught 
patriotism  in  its  broad  humanitarian  sense.  Our  teachers  were  con- 
scientious and  true.  They  did  not  allow  the  spirit  of  the  times  to 
foster  shallow  or  excitable  patriotism.  Our  teaching  has  been 
ethical.  We  have  taught  patriotism  from  the  standpoint  of  duty  to 
country  in  time  of  peace  and  war. 

Institute, 

We  held  our  fifth  annual  institute  in  the  auditorium  of  the  high 
school  April  11-1.5,  The  principal  instructors  were  Professors  M, 
G.  Brumbaugh,  Homer  B.  Sprague  and  George  P,  Bible,  We  began 
our  work  at  9,30  a,  m,,  in  order  to  allow  the  teachers  to  examine 
carefully  the  grade  exhibit  which  was  given,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
displaying  our  best  work,  but  for  the  purpose  of  giving  each  teacher 
an  example  and  illustration  of  the  average  work  done  in  each  grade. 
We  are  satisfied  that  the  work  at  the  grade  exhibit  was  of  great  value 
to  our  teachers  and  in  all  probability  we  shall  continue  the  same  work 
next  year.  Over  three  thousand  people  attended  the  various  ex- 
ercises during  the  week. 

High  School. 

Our  attendance  at  the  high  school  at  the  present  time  is  six  hun- 
dred fifty-five,  five  times  the  attendance  three  years  ago.  There  are 
some  who  think  pupils  are  admitted  to  the  high  school  at  a  younger 
age  than  formerly.  This  is  not  true.  The  average  age  to-day  14  8-10 
is  the  average  age  for  the  last  ten  years.  The  principal  of  the  high 
school  sent  us  the  following  report  last  year.  Freshmen  15  8-10  years; 
sophomores  16  years;  juniors  17  years;  seniors  17  7-10  years. 
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Compulsory  Education  Law. 

The  provisions  of  the  compulsory  law  are  accepted  with  good  grace. 
Our  attendance  has  steadily  increased  and  truancy  has  been  reduced 
to  a  minimum.  While  the  compulsory  law  compels  pupils  to  attend 
school,  we  shall  not  rely  u])on  the  strength  of  the  law  but  upon  the 
good  sense  of  the  community.  We  have  succeeded  in  placing  hun- 
dreds of  boys  and  girls  in  school  who  heretofore  roamed  the  streets. 
We  have  consulted  parents,  not  magistrates. 

We  are  receiving  aid  at  every  corner  and  there  are  but  few  boys  and 
girls  roaming  the  streets  aimlessly  between  nine  in  the  morning  and 
four  in  the  afternoon.  Our  boys  and  girls  are  where  they  should  be — 
at  the  desk  in  the  school  room. 


Evening  Schools. 

During  the  year  we  opened  sixty  evening  schools  and  kept  them 
open  four  months.     We  gave  instruction  to  1,539  including  167  girls. 

For  the  maintenance  of  the  evening  schools  we  spent  |7,607.85. 
This  is  emphatically  an  industrial  town  where  good  night  schools 
should  prosper.  Our  work  during  the  year  was  eminently  satis- 
factory in  four  or  five  schools  where  old  teachers  were  employed  and 
a  proper  classification  made. 

We  can  never  hope  to  get  the  best  results  out  of  our  evening  schools 
until  we  have  a  regular  corps  of  night  school  teachers  who  are  trained 
for  their  work,  and  a  classification  similar  to  that  enforced  in  our  day 
schools.  The  time,  two  hours,  given  for  instruction  in  the  evening, 
is  altogether  too  short  to  obtain  satisfactory  results  without  a  proper 
classification  and  without  professional  training  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher. 

Teachers. 

As  far  as  the  teachers  are  concerned  there  is  greater  earnestness 
and  enthusiasm.  They  are  working  together  to  establish  higher 
ideals  and  to  make  better  schools.  There  is  greater  interest,  particu- 
larly in  teachers'  meetings  and  in  pedagogical  literature.  The  grade 
meetings  during  the  year  were  regularly  attended,  and  the  National 
Educational  Association  registered  at  least  sixty  Scranton  teachers. 

This  summer  we  were  represented  by  special  students  at  Yale, 
Harvard,  University  of  Chicago  and  Cornell. 

While  there  is  always  room  for  improvement  we  believe  that  we 
are  warranted  in  saying  that  the  past  year  has  been  a  successful  one; 
that  the  schools  are  in  a  better  condition  than  they  were  a  year  ago. 
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SHAMOKIN— Wm.  F.  Harpel. 


During  1898,  we  moved  quietly  onward  along  lines  that  have  been 
followed  for  the  last  few  years,  and  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
board,  teachers  and  parents  we  passed  a  pleasant  and  successful  year. 

Our  board  very  wisely  decided  about  two  years  ago  to  revise  our 
course  of  study  to  meet  the  present  wants  of  our  schools,  and  accord- 
ingly changed  the  high  school  work  to  a  four  years'  course,  and  the 
work  of  the  schools  below  into  eight  grades  of  one  year  each.  At 
the  opening  of  the  term,  the  grades  were  re-adjusted  and  we  entered 
upon  our  new  curriculum.  This  gives  the  pupils  of  our  high  school 
a  choice  of  six  complete  courses:  Classical,  Latin  scientific,  English 
scientific  or  modern  language,  normal  or  teachers'  art  and  com- 
mercial. Our  work  in  English  was  emphasized  by  making  it  a  sepa- 
rate department  and  employing  a  specialist  in  this  line.  All  the  work 
is  done  in  departments  under  special  instructors.  The  classical 
studies  were  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  Sallust  in  the  junior 
year  and  Ovid  and  Horace  in  the  senior.  To  our  work  in  mathematics 
we  added  conic  sections,  plane  trigonometry  and  surveying.  Pupils 
may  now  thoroughly  prepare  themselves  for  admission  to  any  first 
class  college. 

Under  our  new  principal,  Mr.  Joseph  Howerth,  the  school  has  made 
marked  progress.  Several  entertainments  given  for  the  benefit  of 
the  library  fund  were  largely  attended,  and  netted  a  good  sum  for  the 
treasury.  At  the  close  of  the  term  the  first  four-years'  class,  number- 
ing thirty-three  students,  and  representing  each  and  all  of  the  six 
courses,  was  graduated. 

Senior  reception,  a  new  feature  of  commencement  week,  was  intro- 
duced. The  handsomely  decorated  assembly  hall  was  comfortably 
filled  with  invited  guests  who  spent  the  evening  very  pleasantly  in 
social  and  intellectual  entertainment.  The  good  resulting  from  this 
little  gathering  has  already  been  felt  in  the  increased  interest  taken  in 
our  school  by  parents  and  friends. 

In  the  grades  a  number  of  improvements  were  made.  Algebra  was 
placed  in  the  advanced  grammar  department  and  a  complete  course 
in  physical  culture  was  provided  for  all  the  schools.  The  work  in  the 
grades,  as  now  arranged,  forms  three  concentric  circles,  each  related 
to  the  other,  jot  distinct  in  itself.  From  force  of  circumstances,  some 
pupils  are  obliged  to  leave  school  much  earlier  than  others  and  ex- 
perience has  taught  us  that  the  exodus  occurs  most  frequently  in  the 
Fourth,  Sixth  and  Eighth  grades.  Our  course  has  been  planned  to 
meet  the  wants  of  such  pupils,  in  a  degree  at  least,  by  having  the 
work  rounded  out  at  these  three  stages  of  the  curriculum,  thus  giving 


No.  6.  SHARON.  247 

them  as  much  information  as  possible  along  with  their  educational 
training. 

Carefully  adjusted  departmonJal  work  in  the  grade  schools  would 
result  most  beneficially  to  both  teachers  and  pupils  and  we  trust  that 
something  along  this  lino  may  soon  be  reported. 

Our  teacliers'  ranks  were  a«;ain  invaded  by  death,  and  Miss  Louise  O. 
Nields,  after  a  brief  illness,  was  taken  from  us.  She  was  a  devoted 
friend  of  children  and  a  sweet  girl  of  the  highest,  purest  life.  Pupils 
miss  a  loving,  helping  hand;  teachers,  a  noble,  earnest  co-w^orker;  the 
board,  a  loyal,  conscientious  instructor.  Though  she  to-day  sleeps 
amidst  the  scenes  of  early  childhood,  she  still  lives  and  moves  among 
us  in  her  beautiful  life  and  loving  deeds. 


SHARON— J.  A.  McLaughry. 


We  have  just  closed  a  very  busy  year.  Our  teachers  have  worked 
with  unusual  vigor,  and  the  effect  of  it  has  been  that  very  satisfactory 
results  have  been  obtained.  The  teachers,  principals  and  superinten- 
dent have  w  orked  together  in  raising  the  grade,  and  have  revised  the 
course  of  stud}'  throughout,  and  established  uniformity  in  the  differ- 
ent schools  in  the  city.  The  attendance  has  been  unusually  good,  the 
per  cent,  being  96  for  the  year.  A  special  effort  has  been  made  to 
keep  the  boys  and  girls  in  school  and  as  a  result  there  were  more 
pupils  in  our  grammar  school  and  high  school  than  ever  before.  Our 
high  school  graduated  the  largest  class  in  its  history.  Our  library  has 
received  considerable  attention.  The  pupils  are  taught  to  make  use 
of  the  reference  works,  and  they  display  much  interest  in  searching  for 
knowledge  on  subjects  presented  to  them. 

We  have  just  been  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  the  president  of  our 
board  of  education,  Thomas  Tanner,  Esq.,  a  leading  lawyer  of  this 
city.  He  has  been  a  member  of  this  board  for  twenty-four  years  and 
for  the  last  ten  years  has  been  its  president.  He  was  a  noble  cham- 
pion of  the  public  schools.  Never  seeking  the  oflBce,  it  was  thrust 
upon  him  time  after  time,  and  he  accepted  because  his  heart  was  in 
the  cause  of  public  education.  He  cared  nothing  for  notoriety,  looked 
only  to  duty,  and  when  called  to  decide  any  matter  pertaining  to  the 
schools  his  only  question  was,  ''What  will  be  for  the  best  interest  of 
the  children?"  Would  that  there  were  more  such  men  on  our  school 
boards  in  the  State.  Were  they  all  such  men  our  schools  would  be 
raised  to  a  standard  100  per  cent,  higher. 
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SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


The  year  has  been  one  of  active,  earnest  work,  and  energetic  effort 
for  the  advancement  of  our  schools  all  along  the  line,  and  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  results  have  been  in  keeping  with  true 
steady  educational  progress.  Our  teachers  have  been  earnest  in  their 
work,  regular  in  their  attendance  at  the  teachers'  meetings,  and  have 
shown  a  willingness  to  receive  and  apply  any  and  all  suggestions  in- 
tended to  advance  the  interest  of  our  schools.  With  few  exceptions 
our  pupils  have  been  prompt  and  regular  in  their  attendance,  careful 
and  industrious  in  their  studies,  and  pleasant  and  obedient  in  their 
conduct. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  no  changes  either  in  the  manner 
of  instruction  or  course  of  study  except  that  the  music  has  been 
changed  from  the  Tonic  Sol  Fa  System  to  the  Natural  System,  and 
that  the  sub-grammar  grade  has  been  extended  to  a  two-year  instead 
of  one-year  course,  with  a  view  of  increasing  the  thoroughness  and  the 
abilit}'  of  our  pupils  before  permitting  them  to  enter  our  grammar  and 
high  schools. 

In  procuring  regular  attendance,  we  have  had  the  assistance  of  an 
active  and  energetic  attendance  officer  who  has  endeavored  to  enforce 
the  compulsory  educational  law,  so  far  as  it  was  practicable.  In  carry- 
ing out  the  provisions  of  this  law,  it  was  necessary  to  make  one  arrest. 
The  case  is  now  pending  in  our  county  courts.  The  defendant  in- 
tending to  test  the  constitutionality  of  the  law. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  we  opened  in  our  schools  a  school  savings 
bank.  Many  of  our  pupils  have  displayed  much  interest  in  this 
method  of  saving  their  money.  We  believe  that  the  bank  will  be  a 
means  b}'  which  to  teach  our  children  to  economize. 

Daring  the  year,  several  important  improvements  were  made  upon 
our  buildings  and  many  of  our  rooms  were  reseated. 

The  library  trustees  had  our  library  rearranged,  books  reclassified, 
new  books  purchased,  and  new  catalogues  published  at  a  cost  of  over 
eighteen  hundred  dollars  (11,800).  The  school  board  levied  a  tax  of 
one-half  mill  for  the  trustees  to  accomplish  this  work. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— Owen  R.  Wilt. 


We  have  just  closed  a  very  successful  school  term.     As  reported  to 
the  department  a  year  ago,  our  board  at  the  beginning  of  the  term  es- 
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tablished  what  is  termed  a  first  grade  high  school  and  also  added  to  its 
curriculiiui  of  studies  (he  branches  necessary  to  constitute  a  thorough 
commercial  department. 

The  course  of  study  has  been  fully  revised,  and  so  shaped  as  to  con- 
stitute three  parallel  courses,  a  scientific,  a  classical,  and  a  commer- 
cial course,  requiring  four  years  each  for  completion. 

A  thorough  revision  or  rather  a  change  in  the  course  of  study  in  all 
the  grades  has  produced  many  noteworthy  results.  Language,  litera- 
ture, history  and  natural  history  have  never  before  received  as  full 
attention  as  they  have  during  the  past  term.  I  am  proud  to  say  that, 
judging  from  my  own  personal  observation,  there  are  very  few  boys 
and  girls  in  our  schools  who  are  not  deeply  interested  in  the  study  of 
nature,  in  reading  suitable  and  valuable  literature,  and  who  do  not 
daily  exercise  their  powers  of  observation  on  plants,  animals,  etc. 
The  plants  and  trees  found  in  our  vicinity  are  viewed  and  admired  by 
many  w'ho  heretofore  have  regarded  them  as  merely  so  many  things. 
Insects  and  birds,  that  were  heretofore  looked  upon  as  flying  or  creep- 
ing things  are  now  regarded  as  valuable  objects  from  which  delightful 
and  useful  lessons  are  learned.     " 

In  the  lower  grade  schools  our  chief  aim  and  purpose  of  nature 
study  is  to  arouse  in  children  a  love  of  nature.  We  teach  living 
things  as  wholes:  their  habits,  their  food,  their  manner  of  securing 
their  food,  their  utility  or  destructiveness,  their  enemies,  their  means 
of  defense,  their  grow'th,  etc.,  are  carefully  studied.  Such  a  course  in 
nature  study  forms  a  solid  foundation  for  scientific  training  in  the 
higher  grade  schools.  In  the  high  school  the  subject  is  pursued  in  a 
more  scientific  manner — here  we  resort  to  the  observation  of  details, 
analysis,  dissection,  classification  and  comparison. 

It  is  delightful  to  notice  the  universal  interest  manifested  by  di- 
rectors, teachers,  pupils  and  even  patrons  in  the  work  of  the  schools, 
and  the  abundant  results  obtained. 


Arbor  Day. 

Through  the  united  effort  of  teachers  and  pupils  ornamental  trees, 
shrubbery  and  climbing  plants  were  planted  in  the  yards  of  two  of 
our  buildings,  Packer  and  Madison;  their  play  grounds,  which  were 
up  to  this  year  left  untouched,  were  greatly  improved  and  beautified. 
In  a  few  years  from  now,  these  buildings  will,  without  doubt,  compare 
favorably  in  appearance  with  the  rest  of  the  school  buildings  of  the 
borough. 

This  year  the  work  done  on  Arbor  Day,  w^as  indeed  the  work  of 
teachers  and  pupils — they  contributed  the  money,  bought  and  secured 
the  trees  and  shrubbery,  and  did  the  planting. 
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New  Building. 

The  new  Madison  building  whose  construction  was  commenced  a 
little  over  a  year  ago  was  taken  charge  of  by  the  board  some  time  in 
October  last.  The  building  is  a  four-room  brick  structure,  with  large 
and  commodious  rooms,  wide  halls,  sufficient  number  of  windows  to 
light  every  compartment,  and  with  all  modern  improvements  in  heat- 
ing, ventilating  and  lavatory  appliances.  Sunshine  and  cheer  ajjpear 
to  pervade  the  heart  and  soul  of  all  who  have  the  good  fortune  to  oc- 
cupy this  building,  and  the  patrons  are  especially  delighted  because 
the  board  has  erected  so  grand  a  structure  for  the  education  of  the 
children  in  their  immediate  neighborhood. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term,  our  schools  w^ere  supplied  with  well 
graded  supplementary  readers,  consisting  of  histories  and  science 
books,  as  well  as  books  of  reference.  These  books  put  into  the  hands 
of  pupils,  while  at  school,  contribute  much  toward  creating  a  spirit  of 
self-investigation.  Every  inducement  possible  is  thrown  around  our 
pupils  to  urge  them  on  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  and  to  simplify 
their  school  work. 

At  our  borough  institute  "History  of  Education,"  "Science  of  Edu- 
cation," Zoology,  especially  entomology,  Botany  and  Geology  received 
special  attention  during  this  and  the  preceding  term.  In  consequence 
of  these  studies,  marked  and  beneficial  results  are  api^arent  on  all 
sides. 

May  God  bless  our  schools,  and  may  they  prosper  in  the  future  as 
they  prospered  in  the  past. 


SOUTH  EASTON— A.  J.  LaBarre. 


The  scholastic  3'ear  closing  with  the  first  of  June  has  been  a  year  of 
steady  toil  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils.  It  was  our  object 
to  better  if  possible  the  work  of  the  preceding  year,  and  I  believe  our 
labor  and  effort  have  been  crowned  with  success. 

Our  graduating  class  numbered  twenty-one,  eight  males  and  thir- 
teen females.  Five  young  men  prepared  for  college  entrance,  and 
one  young  lady  passed  the  examination  of  the  State  Board  for 
entrance  to  the  senior  class  in  the  East  Stroudsburg  Normal  School. 
The  directors  of  our  borough  have  show^n  much  interest  in  our  school 
work  and  thus  gave  encouragement  to  the  teachers  to  work  with 
greater  zeal. 
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German  was  added  to  the  course  of  study  in  the  high  school  in  order 
to  meet  the  reiiuirements  for  entrance  to  Lafayette  College.  We 
added  to  our  library  about  forty  new  volumes  during  the  year  besides 
du])licating  a  number  of  worn  out  volumes. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  peculiar  with  respect  to  sickness. 
Diphtheria,  measles,  mumps,  scarlatina,  etc.,  have  been  in  our  midst 
nearly  the  whole  term,  which  caused  a  low  average  attendance,  es- 
pecially in  the  primary  schools. 

The  normal  class  the  past  year  has  not  been  the  success  that  should 
attend  would-be-teachers.  In  fact  I  believe  that  very  few  good 
teachers  are  ever  made  from  these  classes  in  our  high  schools.  Young 
people  who  will  not  profit  by  the  increased  facilities  of  our  normal 
schools  when  the  cost  of  attendance  is  so  low  as  to  be  practically 
within  the  reach  of  all,  should  not  be  given  schools,  while  those 
specially  trained  for  teaching  are  not  employed  because  they  are  not 
residents  of  the  community. 

By  another  year  we  will  be  a  part  of  the  city  of  Easton,  an  ordinance 
to  that  effect  having  already  been  passed  by  our  borough  council. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


The  year  has  not  been  marked  by  any  innovations  of  special  note 
in  the  public  school  system  of  our  borough.  The  policy  of  the  au- 
thorities has  been  in  accordance  with  that  of  preceding  years.  It  is 
this;  not  to  be  entrapped  by  the  dangerous  theorj^  that  all  new  pro- 
jects are  signs  of  progress  and  on  the  other  hand  not  to  accept  the 
equally  objectionable  theory  that  new  projects  should  be  rejected  be- 
cause they  are  new.  Modern  educational  theories,  that,  by  successful 
application,  have  proven  themselves  worthy  to  live,  are  accepted  with 
as  much  fervor  as  are  those  that  have  stood  the  test  of  years.  While 
we  have  striven  in  a  measure  to  meet  the  demands  of  this  intensely 
practical  age,  we  have  also  endeavored  to  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that 
true  educational  aims  are  not  all  utilitarian.  The  highest  success  of 
the  child  demands  that  its  education  shall  have  reference  to  its  sensi- 
bilities, as  well  as  to  its  intellect  and  to  its  power  to  earn  a  livelihood. 
The  belief  that  the  province  of  the  public  school  is  to  give  a  good 
foundation,  and  that  the  proper  method  of  laying  that  foundation  is 
through  a  symmetrical  culture,  governed  us  in  outlining  our  course  of 
studies,  and  has  been  the  guiding  principle  of  our  best  efforts  through- 
out the  year.  Though  the  term  has  not  been  without  its  short  com- 
ings, on  the  whole  it  has  been  a  successful  one.     Our  teachers  as  a  rule 
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have  done  their  work  faithfully  and  well  and  are  deserving  of  the 
good-will  of  all  who  are  capable  of  appreciating  the  arduous  duties 
of  their  position.  At  the  beginning  of  the  term  five  new  teachers 
w'ere  elected  to  take  the  places  of  those  who  were  not  candidates  for 
re-election.  All  of  these  five  performed  their  W'Ork  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  board  and  were  unanimously  re-elected  for  the  coming  term. 
The  number  of  teachers  in  the  corps  for  the  year  was  as  follows: 
Thirty-seven  regulars,  1  special  and  2  substitutes. 

The  following  were  the  grades  of  certificates  held  by  the  regular 
teachers:  Normal  diplomas,  from  five  different  schools,  22;  permanent 
certificates,  12;  professional,  1;  provisional,  3,  Of  the  entire  number, 
6  had  a  complete  or  partial  college  training.  Average  age  of  teachers, 
31  years.  In  experience,  32  had  taught  more  than  5  terms.  The  re- 
maining 6,  taught  more  than  1  and  less  than  5  terms.  The  enrollment 
of  pupils  was  1,842,  an  increase  of  52  over  the  preceding  year.  Per- 
centage of  attendance  94.  Th6  compulsory  law  was  put  into  operation 
at  the  beginning  of  the  term  and  the  exjjerience  of  the  previous  year, 
relative  to  the  number  of  arrests  made  was  duplicated,  there  being 
but  one  pupil  arrested  each  year.  In  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
the  law,  no  truant  officer  was  employed,  and  as  a  consequence  the 
burden  of  effort  fell  upon  the  secretary  of  the  board.  In  a  town  of 
our  size,  the  amount  of  work  required,  as  well  as  the  character  of  it, 
points  to  the  necessity  for  the  employment  of  a  regular  truant  officer. 
The  experience  of  the  first  year  under  the  law  convinced  the  school 
authorities  of  the  importance  of  exercising  some  influence  over  the 
work  of  registering  pupils.  Accordingly  the  secretary  and  the  super- 
intendent held  a  conference  with  the  assessors  before  the  work  of 
registration  began.  The  suggestions  that  were  made  in  this  con- 
ference resulted  in  a  decided  improvement  in  the  work  over  the 
previous  year. 

The  schools  have  suffered  more  or  less  during  the  last  few  years  on 
account  of  financial  conditions.  These  per-iods  of  industrial  depres- 
sion have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  number  to  be  educated,  and  to 
decrease  the  means  with  which  to  provide  the  necessary  facilities. 
Cities  and  bor-oughs  that  depend  largely  upon  the  iron  industries  have 
felt  the  recent  depression  to  a  greater  degree  doubtless  than  other  lo- 
calities; however,  the  sun  of  prosperity  is  no  longer  beneath  the 
horizon  of  the  business  world,  and  the  prospects  for  the  future  are 
brighter  by  far  than  they  were  a  year  ago.  There  are  several  phases 
of  the  situation  here  that  make  the  future  outlook  very  hopeful, 
among  which  are  the  following: 

First.  The  extension  of  the  high  school  course  from  three  to  four 
years.  This  was  done  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  board  by  a  unani- 
mous vote.  The  provision  of  the  law  of  1893,  relative  to  the  standard 
of  teachers  required  for  a  high  school  of  the  first  class,  was  met  soon 
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alter  the  passa^^e  of  the  law.  None  but  teachers  measuring  up  to  the 
required  standard  are  employed.  This  reeeut  action,  iu  the  extension 
of  the  course  of  studies,  removes  the  last  barrier  in  the  way  of  being 
classified  in  the  first  group. 

Second.  A  tax  of  one-fifth  of  a  mill  has  been  levied  for  library  pur- 
poses. This  will  net  us  about  seven  hundred  dollars,  which  amount 
will  enable  us  to  strengthen  this  most  valuable  auxiliary  to  our 
school  w^ork. 

Third.  The  establishment  of  a  new  school.  For  the  last  few  years 
several  of  our  primary  rooms  have  been  overcrowded,  iu  consequence 
of  which  the  work  in  this  department  has  been  very  much  impaired. 
The  board  has  provided  a  new  school  which  will  afford  the  much 
needed  relief. 

Fourth.  An  undivided  sentiment  iu  favor  of  the  best  schools  that 
the  borough  can  afford.  This  spirit  is  manifested,  first  in  the  zealous 
and  unselfish  interest  that  is  taken  in  the  schools  by  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, and  in  the  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to  retain  pro- 
gressive school  men  on  the  board. 


SUNBURY— C.  D.  Oberdorf. 


Since  my  last  report  an  elegant  and  thoroughly  equipped  three 
story  high  school  building  has  been  completed,  and  w^as  occupied  by 
about  seven  hundred  pupils  during  the  year.  The  third  floor  contains 
four  grammar  school  rooms,  a  library  and  an  auditorium  with  a  seat- 
ing capacity  of  six  hundred. 

The  second  floor  contains  a  directors'  room,  superintendent's  office, 
supply  room,  and  also  seven  rooms  occupied  by  the  high  school. 

The  first  floor  contains  a  large  corridor  with  floor  tiled,  and  six 
commodious  rooms  occupied  by  the  lower  grade  pupils.  It  is  lighted 
throughout  by  gas  and  electricity,  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Peck- 
Williamson  double  fan  hot  air  system,  and  after  a  year's  trial  we  can 
truthfully  say  that  the  building  has  been  satisfactory  in  every 
particular.  It  is  one  of  the  very  best  arranged,  best  lighted,  heated, 
and  ventilated  buildings  in  this  section  of  the  State,  and  citizens,  di- 
rectors, teachers  and  pupils  are  all  very  justly  proud  of  it. 

Prior  to  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  again  at  Easter  time,  the 
pupils  of  the  borough  made  liberal  contributions  for  the  poor  of  the 
district. 

Large  qnjintitieJ?  of  provisions  were  donated,  and  by  money  raised 
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through  a  penny  fund,  many  destitute  children  were  supplied  with 
clothing,  shoes,  stockings  and  other  needed  wearing  apparel. 

Better  attendance  was  secured,  and  tardiness  was  remedied  to  a 
great  extent  by  the  rigid  enforcement  of  a  school  regulation,  which 
makes  five  unexcused  tardy  marks  equivalent  to  one  day's  absence. 
As  five  points  are  deducted  for  every  day's  absence,  unless  caused  by 
sickness  of  pupils  or  other  equally  good  reason,  those  desiring  to  be 
piiomoted  on  the  basis  of  their  class  record,  have  endeavored  to  be  as 
punctual,  and  regular  in  attendance  as  possible. 

This  regulation  or  rule,  has  done  much  to  keep  our  boys  and  girls 
in  school  and  to  secure  good  class  work.  This  being  accomplished 
examinations  do  not  cause  the  same  apprehension  and  nervousness 
so  often  noticeable  when  promotions  are  based  on  examinations  alone. 
The  average  time  required  for  the  completion  of  the  course  below  the 
high  school  is  eight  years.  The  course  is  somewhat  flexible  however, 
promotions  being  made  by  the  teachers  at  fixed  times,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  superintendent.  By  this  arrangement  bright 
pupils  are  given  an  opportunity  to  advance  as  they  show  proper  pro- 
ficiency, and  frequently  the  work  of  the  eight  years  is  completed  in 
five  or  six. 

Since  the  consolidation  of  the  two  boroughs.  East  Sunbury  and 
Sunbury,  the  growth  of  the  high  school  has  been  quite  remarkable. 
Last  3'ear  our  enrolJment  in  this  department  reached  190,  and  the  aver- 
age percentage  of  attendance  throughout  the  nine  months'  term  waa 
ninety-seven  and  eight-tenths. 

Forty-three  were  graduated  at  the  commencement  held  June  21, 
the  largest  class  that  has  ever  completed  the  course  in  the  high 
school. 

Five  teachers  were  employed  in  this  department.  The  curriculum 
includes  a  ''College  preparatory  course;"  Latin  throughout  the  four 
years,  German  in  senior  year;  a  "science  course;''  freshman  and  sopho- 
more years  Latin;  junior  year,  physics  and  mechanical  drawing,  and 
senior  year,  chemistry;  "a  commercial  course:"  freshman  and  sopho- 
more years,  book-keeping;  junior  and  senior  years,  as  in  "science 
course."  Our  high  school  library  now  contains  nearly  a  thousand 
choice  volumes,  and  is  yearly  increasing.  It  is  judiciously  used  by 
the  pupils,  and  under  proper  guidance  of  the  teachers,  becomes  a  very 
valuable  auxiliary  in  high  school  work. 

The  Prang  system  of  drawing  and  art  instruction  has  been  in  use 
two  years,  and  as  the  board  of  directors  has  already  secured  a  special 
instructor  for  the  coming  year  we  look  forward  to  a  3'ear  of  successful 
work  in  this  interesting  and  important  branch. 

Our  teachers'  meetings  held  bi-monthly  were  well  attended. 
"Methods  of  Teaching,"  "DifficuUies  in  Government  and  School  Man- 
agement," "The  A  I  of  Questioning,"  "The  Teaching  of  Morals,"  and 
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otlicr  important  questions  of  a  similar  nature  were  discussed  by  the 
teachers.  ''Educational  Foundations,''  and  White's  school  manage- 
ment, were  used  throughout  the  year.  The  meetings  were  practical, 
interesting  and  helpful  to  the  teachers,  and  exerted  a  healthful  influ- 
ence upon  our  schools.  The  board  of  directors  has  manifested  much  in- 
terest in  all  departments  of  our  school  work;  the  president  of  the 
board  during  the  3^ear  having  made  more  than  two  hundred  visits,  and 
many  others  of  the  board  having  visited  all  the  schools  at  least  once. 
In  this  way  they  have  acquainted  themselves  with  the  work  of  the 
teachers,  have  encouraged  them  in  their  arduous  labors,  and  have 
stimulated  both  teachers  and  pupils  to  better  work. 

With  a  good  system  of  schools  in  successful  operation;  with  a  live, 
energetic  and  earnest  board  of  directors,  with  a  faithful  corps  of 
teachers,  and  a  community  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
schools,  "The  educational  interests  of  our  city  are  safe  and  will  be 
well  cared  for." 


TAMAQUA— Robt.  Ditchburn. 


In  my  annual  report,  I  have  nothing  startling  or  of  a  hair-raising 
character.  Yet  like  that  of  other  years,  I  can  say,  w-e  have  still  an 
upward  tendency,  we  have  not  reached  the  dead  line.  During  the  last 
three  years,  the  number  of  pupils  has  increased  more  than  200,  and  so 
has  the  daily  attendance.  Our  course  of  study  is  becoming  more  ef- 
fective and  to-day  our  schools  are  more  popular  and  useful  than  ever 
before.  This  year  our  high  school  had  22  graduates.  More  than  800 
of  our  people  attended  our  commencement  exercises  and  scores  were 
turned  away  for  want  of  room  in  our  opera  house. 

Now  with  things  educational  in  such  a  favorable  condition,  it  is 
somewhat  remarkable  that  a  fellow  cannot  be  content;  let  well  enough 
alone,  hold  on  to  that  w'hich  is  good,  etc.  All  very  good,  but  you  see 
we  have  got  two  hands  so  that  we  can  hold  on  to  the  good  with  one 
hand  and  with  the  other  reach  after  the  better,  and  our  better  at  pres- 
ent is  more  schools.  I  know  if  we  had  more  schools,  we  could  have 
more  pupils  and  a  better  attendance  and  greater  results.  If  this  is 
the  case,  you  may  ask  w^hy  don't  you  get  more  schools?  The  "why"  is 
that  we  are  in  the  same  predicament  as  the  most  of  school  districts 
are,  especially  towns,  boroughs  and  cities,  we  are  up  to  the  eyes  and 
ears  in  debt,  and  the  consequence  is,  when  there  is  a  demand  for  more 
schools,  it  is  met  by  the  reply,  our  debt  is  at  the  limit  or  is  so  great 
I  hat  we  cannot  build  at  present. 
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To  meet  this  condition  of  things  in  part  at  least,  let  me  say  some- 
thing anent  the  State  appropriation.  This  appr-opriation,  I  believe, 
was  for  the  purpose  of  bettering  the  condition  of  the  teachers,  and  for 
procuring  more  suitable  accommodations  for  the  pupils.  If  I  am 
right  in  my  belief,  I  am  certain  that  at  present  the  appropriation  is 
misappropriated  by  a  majority  of  school  districts.  Instead  of  paying 
higher  salaries  to  teachers  and  building  more  school  houses  and  fur- 
nishing them  with  suitable  appliances,  the  appropriation  is  used  al- 
together to  pay  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  schools,  that  is,  it  is  used 
to  keep  down  the  taxes.  Well  you  may  ask  what  are  you  going  to  do 
about  it?  To  this  I  reply,  that  whenever  and  wherever  a  school  dis- 
trict is  in  debt  the  State  appropriation  shall  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  off  the  debt  and  for  no  other  purpose.  T  would  use  the  ap- 
pr-opriation  in  the  following  manner: 

1st.  Where  a  district  is  in  debt  and  has  suitable  accommodations 
let  the  appropriation  be  used  for  paying  off  the  debt  and  for  no  other 
purpose. 

2d.  Where  a  district  is  in  debt  and  has  not  suitable  accommoda- 
tions let  the  appropriation  be  used  first  for  the  accommodations  after- 
ward for  paA'ing  off  the  debt. 

3d.  Where  a  district  is  not  in  debt  and  has  not  suitable  accommoda- 
tions let  the  appropriation  be  used  for  the  accommodations  and  for  no 
other  purpose.  Here  I  would  add,  when  this  last  is  the  case  and  it 
shall  come  from  any  source  whatever,  to  the  notice  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  then  the  said  Superintendent  of  Tublic 
Instruction,  shall  request  the  school  directors  of  such  district  to  send 
a  report  of  the  number  of  pupils  in  each  school,  sworn  to  before  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  then  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  another  school  or  school  building  is  required,  then  the 
appropriation  shall  be  used  for  that  purpose.  If  the  government  has 
the  power  to  compel  people  to  send  their  children  to  school  then  it  has 
or  ought  to  have  the  power  to  compel  districts  to  provide  a  sufficient 
number  of  schools  suitably  furnished. 

Now  there  is  only  one  thing  more  I  would  like  to  add  to  the  above. 
I  think  the  division  of  the  appropriation  is  not  equal.  A  district  hav- 
ing a  ten  months  term  has  no  advantage  over  the  one  having  only  a  six 
months'  term,  and  does  this  not  put  a  premium  on  short  terms?  This 
will  not  tend  to  increase  the  average  length  of  the  school  term  of 
Pennsylvania.  Length  of  term  ought  to  have  a  share  of  the  appro- 
priation. My  object  in  what  I  have  said  above  is  not  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  salaries  of  teachers,  although  there  is  room  for  im- 
provement here,  but  for  the  purpose  of  doing  away  with  the  fearful 
crime  of  overcrowding. 
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TITUSVILLE— Henry  Pease. 


The  past  year  has  seen  some  changes  in  our  school  system  which 
cannot  work  out  their  legitimate  results  at  once. 

An  eighth  grade  has  been  added  to  the  ward  schools.  Only  aca- 
demic work  is  now  done  in  the  high  school.  Our  pupils  have  a  year's 
study  of  United  States  History  in  the  seventh  grade,  after  having 
done  a  large  amount  of  historical  reading  in  the  lower  grades.  In  the 
eighth  grade  we  are  trying  to  give  a  more  complete  rounding  out  of 
the  elementary  school  work  than  was  possible  with  only  seven  grades. 
We  begin  the  systematic  reading  of  standard  literature  in  the  seventh 
grade  and  carry  it  through  the  next  year.  Our  aim  is  literary  rather 
than  elocutionary.  Attention  is  given  to  correct  reading,  but  the 
authors  studied  are  selected  from  the  standpoint  of  literary  value 
rather  than  for  purposes  of  elocutionary  drill.  Most  of  the  literature 
read  in  these  grades  was  formerly  read  in  the  high  school.  We  hope 
to  interest  our  pupils  in  a  better  class  of  reading  and  to  give  them 
something  of  a  ground  work  for  the  future,  whether  they  enter  the 
high  school  or  leave  us  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  year.  We  also  have  a 
half  year  of  civil  government  in  the  eighth  grade,  followed  by  a  half 
year  of  book-keeping.  After  considerable  experience  and  observation 
I  am  convinced  that  no  work  can  be  made  more  valuable,  from  both  a 
practical  and  mental  standpoint,  in  the  highest  grade  of  an  element- 
ary school  than  book-keeping.  Taken  at  the  time  the  pupils  are  study- 
ing the  business  part  of  arithmetic,  the  field  for  drill  in  business  forms 
is  unlimited.  Books  and  accounts  which  do  not  balance  are  worth- 
less. No  pupil  can  have  a  thorough  course,  however  elementary,  in 
book-keeping  without  learning  that  accuracy  is  indispensable  in  prac- 
tical life.  A  set  of  books  that  are  95  per  cent,  correct  would  be  a  poor 
recommendation  to  a  man  seeking  for  a  boy  to  put  into  his  ofiBce. 
And  the  habit  of  accuracy  is  equally  valuable  to  the  boy  or  girl  who 
never  expects  to  do  office  work. 

Many  experiments  have  been  tried  and  are  still  being  tried  along 
the  line  of  teaching  language  without  technical  grammar.  Our  ex- 
perience has  been  such  as  to  lead  us  to  introduce  technical  grammar 
as  soon  as  we  begin  the  systematic  teaching  of  language.  In  fact  we 
have  added  materially  to  our  text  book  list  in  the  lower  grades  in  all 
subjects.  The  results  of  the  year's  work  justify  us  in  our  belief  that 
the  earlier  pupils  begin  to  use  books  in  a  legitimate  way  the  earlier 
we  can  teach  them  to  work.  Theorize  all  we  will,  the  fact  remains 
that  the  average  man  and  woman  must  obtain  the  major  part  of  their 
information  from  the  printed  page;  that  is,  the  information  which 
makes  them  broad  minded  and  clear  thinkers.  The  pupil  can  easily 
17-6-98 
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be  led  to  expect  the  teacher  to  do  too  much  for  him  if  he  is  not  taught, 
as  soon  as  he  can  do  so,  to  use  the  tools  of  educational  work.  We  in- 
troduce the  text  book  as  low  down  in  the  grades  as  possible  as  an 
auxiliary  to  the  work  of  the  teacher,  not  to  supplant  it. 

A  commodious  addition  to  the  Third  street  school  building  has  pro- 
vided ample  accommodations  for  the  pupils  in  the  West  End.  This  is 
now  a  model  building  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

During  the  year  our  high  school  courses  have  been  thoroughly  re- 
vised in  accordance  with  the  advancing  demands  made  on  secondary 
schools.  It  would  be  easy  to  articulate  the  elementary  school,  the 
high  school,  and  the  college,  if  all  pupils  w^ere  preparing  for  college. 
But  when  we  recall  the  fact  that  only  the  minority  enter  higher  insti- 
tutions the  question  becomes  a  complicated  one.  We  have  attempted 
to  meet  the  emergency  by  arranging  four  parallel  courses,  requiring 
equal  time  and  effort,  and  yet  differing  materially  in  subject  matter. 
Realizing  that  many  pupils  become  interested  in  school  life  and  turn 
to  the  college  after  they  have  begun  their  high  school  work,  we  have 
made  the  transition  from  all  the  other  courses  to  the  college  prepara- 
tory course  comparatively  easy  at  any  time  before  the  third  year. 

Our  physical  laboratory  has  been  put  into  profter  working  order, 
and  we  expect  the  coming  year's  work  in  the  scientific  department 
will  show  the  effects  of  better  facilities.  We  attempt  to  teach  only 
a  few  sciences,  making  our  work  intensive  rather  than  extensive. 

With  these  changes  in  organization  and  equipment,  and  with  a 
corps  of  earnest  teachers,  we  hope  the  progress  of  our  schools  will  con- 
tinue as  in  the  past. 


TYRONE— C.  E.  Kauffmau. 


The  school  year  ending  June  2,  was  the  most  uniformly  successful 
in  the  history  of  the  public  schools  of  Tyrone.  Yet  I  realize  as  never 
before  that  the  scholars  have  not  received  a  proper  equivalent  for  the 
time  given  nor  for  the  energy  expended.  The  results  therefore  ideally 
considered  were  unsatisfactory  and  dissappointed  in  a  measure.  The 
training  demanded  by  public  sentiment  in  the  average  community 
seems  to  emphasize  beyond  a  proper  degree  the  bread  and  butter 
phase  of  the  educational  problem.  So  utilitarian  is  it  that  in  the  very 
nature  of  things  the  results  relatively  are  of  little  or  no  value  to  the 
pupils  thus  trained.  When  a  means  is  made  an  end  defeat  must  re- 
sult. To  awaken  the  higher  nature  and  to  develop  the  ordinary  school 
virtues  so  that  they  may  be  exemplified  in  the  daily  life  of  the  indivi- 
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dual  scholar,  is  a  task  difficult  of  accomplishment,  uot  always  required 
and  frequently  not  appreciated.  The  common  schools  are  training 
schools,  not  fitting  schools.  Much  effort  has  been  put  forth  to  create 
a  proper  public  sentiuient  so  that  the  schools  may  be  enabled  to  ful- 
fill their  real  function  in  the  proper  education  of  the  young. 

The  salaries  of  both  the  high  school  teachers  and  ward  principals 
were  lowered  slightly.  The  teachers  of  the  primary,  secondary  and 
intermediate  grades  received  an  increase  so  that  on  the  whole  more 
money  for  salaries  was  spent  during  this  year  than  any  preceding 
year.  During  the  last  six  years  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in 
the  salaries  of  teachers.  As  a  result  of  this  liberal  treatment  of 
teachers  many  of  them  have  been  enabled  to  add  to  their  respective 
collection  of  books,  valuable  professional  works  so  necessary  to  the 
growth  of  the  living  teacher. 

The  Comniercial  course  organized  at  the  opening  of  the  school  term 
proved  a  very  popular  and  helpful  adjunct  to  the  schools.  Many  of 
the  students  who  usually  sever  their  relation  with  the  schools  at  a 
very  early  age,  attracted  by  the  advantages  of  such  a  course  re- 
mained in  the  schools.  The  course  of  study  embraces  a  period  of  two 
3'ears,  being  elective  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  year  in  the  high 
school.  A  special  teacher  in  phonography  was  employed.  The 
number  of  students  enrolled  the  first  year  was  forty. 

The  Pollard  synthetic  system  of  teaching  reading  and  spelling  was 
after  thoughtful  consideration  introduced.  Observation  during  the 
past  term  of  the  system  convinces  me  that  it  is  a  very  decided  im- 
provement over  former  methods  in  vogue  here.  The  system  I  believe, 
will  accomplish  all  that  is  claimed  for  it  by  its  author.  The  high 
school  course  was  revised  and  enriched  so  as  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  a  high  school  of  first  grade  according  to  act  of  assembly. 

A  new  piano  of  superior  make  was  purchased  by  the  pupils  of  the 
high  school,  thus  enriching  the  life  and  adding  attractiveness  to 
school  associations. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  Thursday  evening,  June  3,  in 
the  Academy  of  Music.  The  graduating  class  consisted  of  seven 
young  ladies.  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  of  Pittsburgh,  delivered  the  class 
address  in  the  presence  of  a  large  and  appreciative  audience.  The  ex- 
ercises of  the  evening  were  such  as  to  quicken  and  stimulate  a  strong 
educational  sentiment  in  the  community.  Through  the  schools  the 
life  of  the  community  is  being  gradually  deepened  and  cultured,  thus 
elevating  and  ennobling  existence. 

The  teachers  have  been  very  generally  faithful  and  conscientious 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  To  their  co-operation  and  loyalty 
(he  successful  issue  of  the  term  was  largelv  due. 
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UNIONTOWN— Lee  Smith. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  uninterrupted  school  work.  Taking 
the  year's  work,  as  a  whole,  progress  has  been  made. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,629.  Average  attendance  1,217. 
Owing  to  the  increased  attendance,  an  additional  school,  named  the 
"White  School,"  in  honor  of  Mr.  Jos.  White,  in  length  of  service  the 
oldest  member  of  the  board,  having  been  a  director  during  the  past 
20  years,  was  opened  in  the  Fourth  ward. 

The  increased  attendance  was  due  mainly  to  the  changes  in  the 
compulsor}-  attendance  law  and  to  the  faithful  enforcement  of  the 
same  by  the  school  board.  During  the  year.  Misses  Huldah  Collins 
and  Mattie  Wright,  two  of  our  teachers,  passed  the  examination  for 
and  secured  permanent  certificates. 

Our  public  school  library  now  contains  about  900  volumes.  During 
the  past  year,  a  pupil  taking  a  book  from  the  library,  was  obliged 
to  prepare  a  written  report  or  synopsis  of  the  book  read  and  to  file 
the  same  with  his  teacher. 

About  |!100  were  expended  in  purchasing  physical  and  chemical 
apparatus  for  the  high  school.     Our  board  bought  no  "lumber." 

A  class  of  13,  6  young  ladies  and  7  young  men  was  graduated  from 
the  high  school  May  31. 

Thirty-nine  students  were  admitted  from  the  grammar  school  to 
the  high  school  at  the  close  of  the  vear. 


WEST  CHESTER—Addison  L.  Jones. 


Following  find  my  report  as  superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
of  the  borough  of  West  Chester. 

The  results  of  the  educational  work  in  this  district  are,  in  the  main, 
gratifying.  Although  nothing  in  the  general  aspect  of  the  schools, 
stands  prominent  as  a  special  exhibit  of  marked  success,  yet  assured 
evidences  of  growth  and  progress  are  visible  in  all  departments.  This 
is  cheering,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  schools  have  for 
years  stood  well  in  the  estimation  of  the  communit}-  and  the  higher 
institutions  which  our  students  have  entered. 

The  teaching  force  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  two  mem- 
bers since  the  last  annual  report.     The  body  of  teachers  ranks  high 
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in  professional  skill.  Nearly  all  have  by  their  diligence  and  profi- 
ciency come  into  possession  of  the  highest  grade  of  teachers'  certifi- 
cates. Whatever  disparity  has  been  found  in  the  comparative  results 
of  the  teachers'  individual  olTorts  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  lack  of  ex- 
perimental knowledge  rather  than  to  a  want  of  care,  industry,  and 
perseverance.  The  fidelity  with  which  the  teachers  did  their  work  is 
evidence  of  their  interest  in  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  pupils. 
Our  schools  are  in  the  hands  of  conscientious,  careful  and  competent 
teachers,  whose  compensation  is  sufficiently  encouraging  to  awaken 
professional  enthusiasm  and  create  a  desire  for  self-improvement,  and 
whose  tenure  of  ofiice  is  assured  to  them  as  long  as  rational  methods 
are  used  and  good  results  are  realized.  It  sometimes  happens  that 
those  who  liave  taught  longest  in  a  community,  stand  in  the  w^ay  of 
new  methods  and  vigorous  work,  but  it  is  not  so  with  us.  Among  our 
most  progressive  teachers  and  hardest  workers  are  some  that  have 
taught  in  this  place  many  years,  and  have  by  their  faithfulness  and 
efficiency,  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all.  Such  teachers  de- 
serA'e  and  have  the  best  support  of  the  school  board. 

Our  board  does  not  reject  any  applicant  for  a  school  simply  on  ac- 
count of  inexperience.  They  realize  that  all  must  start  somewhere 
as  teachers.  They  believe  too  that  the  chances  for  success  in  appoint- 
ing a  wide-awake,  thoroughly  equipped  applicant  with  no  experience 
are  greater  than  in  taking  an  experienced  teacher  of  w^hom  they  know 
little  but  w^hat  is  said  in  the  fine  testimonials  that  all  teachers  can  get 
from  their  former  instructors,  their  clergymen  or  their  school  boards. 

We  have  made  great  improvement  in  penmanship,  principally  in 
accuracy  and  legibility.  We  believe  that  this  subject  should  be 
taught  as  such,  only  the  first  few  years  of  school  life.  After  the  hand- 
writing has  been  formed,  the  practice  the  pupils  get  in  their  written 
exercises  should  serve  as  a  means  for  further  accuracy  and  legibility. 
Our  experience  has  thus  far  not  been  entirely  consistent  with  our 
theory.  Our  sixth  grade  pupils  write  a  strong,  legible  hand,  but  they 
lack  speed.  When  we  can  teach  them  to  write  rapidly  as  well  as 
legibly  and  neatly,  then  can  we  use  the  writing  period  for  work  in 
algebra  and  other  branches  that  should  receive  attention  earlier  in 
school  life  than  they  now  do.  Writing  is  an  art  that  must  become 
mechanic  at  an  early  period  to  enable  the  writers  to  reason  best  on 
subjects  that  require  w-ritten  demonstrations. 

We  have  also  made  more  than  usual  progress  in  our  method  of 
teaching  primary  reading.  By  a  careful  and  systematic  use  of  the 
word  and  phonic  methods  we  did  in  a  year  w^hat  has  heretofore  taken 
us  two  years.  In  addition,  the  pupils  are  better  prepared  than  form- 
erly to  do  the  work  of  the  succeeding  grades. 

The  work  in  English  composition  in  the  high  school  has  been  fruit- 
ful of  results.     For  three  months  in  every  school  year  the  pupils  in 
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each  class  have  daily  exercises  in  composition  writing,  working  with 
the  sentence,  paragraph  and  theme  successively.  Composition  is  of 
sufficient  importance  to  have  it  carefully  and  thoroughly  taught  by 
teachers  who  prepare  themselves  specially  for  the  work.  If  our 
pupils  express  themselves  badly  in  writing,  no  matter  how  well  they 
have  been  taught  and  how  fully  they  understand  the  subjects,  they 
will  not  get  credit  for  what  they  know  nor  will  their  teacher  receive 
merit  for  her  labors. 

Heretofore  our  work  in  physics  and  chemistry  has  not  been  as  suc- 
cessfully done  as  desired,  on  account  of  a  lack  of  apparatus  and  a  suit- 
able room.  The  directors  have  now  set  aside  a  room  and  have  pur- 
chased apparatus  and  material,  so  that  we  shall  have  a  well  equipped 
physical  laboratory.  Text-book  teaching  in  the  sciences  is  loss  of 
time  to  the  pupils  and  waste  of  energy  for  the  teacher. 

At  the  exhibition  of  the  work  from  the  manual  training  and  draw- 
ing departments,  many  visitors  passed  through  the  rooms.  In  many 
cases,  parents  expressed  great  surprise  at  the  progress  their  children 
had  made.  The  teachers  in  these  departments  were  greatly  en- 
couraged by  the  favorable  expressions  from  the  visiting  parents  and 
patrons. 

The  attendance  in  nearly  all  the  schools  was  better  than  any  pre- 
vious year.  While  the  attendance  officer  did  considerable  work,  his 
attention  was  directed  to  comparatively  few  families,  where  there 
was  sickness  or  w'here  the  parents  were  careless  of  the  best  interests  of 
their  children.  There  were  no  prosecutions  under  the  provisions  of 
the  compulsory  attendance  law\ 

Our  public  library,  which  has  heretofore  allowed  only  subscribers 
to  take  out  books,  has  been  made  free  to  all  citizens  of  the  borough. 
This  is  a  step  that  will  add  to  existing  educational  forces  a  strong 
factor.  By  the  new  rules  of  the  library  the  teachers  in  the  public 
schools  have  special  privileges  in  taking  out  books  for  school  use. 
Teachers  can,  in  many  instances,  direct  the  reading  of  their  pupils, 
thus  adding  an  influence  that  will  have  a  life-long  tendency  towards 
higher  motives  and  worthier  ambitions.  With  the  doors  of  the  li- 
brary open  to  all,  the  children  will  not  only  read  what  is  at  first  of 
interest  to  them,  but  their  attention  will  be  diverted  to  books  of 
travel,  history,  geography  and  poetry,  by  the  teacher  as  she  directs 
them  in  the  preparation  of  their  lessons.  The  greatest  gain,  however, 
will  be  in  the  formation  of  a  method  of  careful  and  systematic  reading. 
Too  man.y  pupils  are  not  taught  how  to  read  a  book.  They  read  for 
the  story;  if  that  is  not  prominent  in  every  chapter,  the  book  is  unin- 
teresting. The  opening  of  the  public  library  with  its  well  filled 
shelves  of  books  is  an  educational  event  of  unusual  interest  and  is 
fraught  with  much  good  to  the  community. 
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WILKES-BARUE— Jaiiit's  M.  Coughliu. 


1  respectfully  submit  the  following  report,  as  suggested  by  the  De- 
partment of  Public  In.stiuclion,  lelatinj;-  to  the  attendance  of  pupils 
in  the  several  grades. 

The  statement  has  been  made  that  only  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  pupils 
who  enter  the  primary  grades  remain  two  years. 

This  inquiry  is  to  determine  whether  the  statement  is  true  as  to 
the  City  of  Wilkes-Barre. 

Statistics,  showing  the  loss  of  children  from  grade  to  grade,  should 
begin  with  promotions  made  from  first  year  grade  to  second  year 
grade.  Children  are  entering  the  first  year  grade  at  all  times.  When- 
ever the  child  becomes  of  legal  age,  application  is  made  for  admission 
at  once  to  the  schools.  It  is,  so  to  speak,  the  recruiting  grade  where 
companies  are  formed  and  started  out  through  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion on  lines  of  equality  as  to  development  and  primary  attainments. 
The  primary  or  first  year  grade  will  always  have  from  one  and  one- 
half  to  two  times  as  many  pupils  enrolled  as  there  are  in  any  other 
grade.  The  promotions  each  year,  however,,  is  about  equal  to  the 
number  of  new  pupils  entering  the  grade  for  that  year,  and  represents 
the  children  who  have  spent  one  full  year  or  nearly  so  in  the  grade. 
Unless  this  fact  is  recognized  a  misapplication  of  figures  may  follow. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  first  year  grade  for  the  school  year  end- 
ing June,  1898,  was  1,722.  The  number  promoted  from  this  grade  to 
second  year  grade  was  952,  About  the  same  proportion  of  pupils  has 
been  promoted  year  after  year.  Starting  with  the  number  1,722, 
and  promoting  952,  and  the  next  year,  starting  with  a  similar  num- 
ber, and  promoting  a  little  over  half  this  number,  it  would  seem  that 
not  much  over  half  the  number  of  children  ever  reach  the  second  year. 
But  this  is  not  the  fact  in  the  case.  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-two  does  not  represent  the  number  of  pupils  entering  the 
schools  each  year.  It  represents  the  number  of  pupils  not  promoted, 
which  is  alw^ays  very  large,  plus  the  new  pupils  entering  the  school 
during  the  entire  year. 

The  number  promoted  is  always  about  equal  to  the  number  of  new 
pupils  entering  the  school.  The  following  figures  will  show  this:  For 
the  school  year  ending  June,  1897,  092  pupils  were  retained  in  the 
first  year  grade.  The  enrollment  for  the  school  year  ending  June, 
1898,  was  1,722;  therefore  the  actual  enrollment  of  new  pupils  for 
1898  in  the  first  year  grade  was  1,030.  The  number  promoted  from 
first  year  grade,  for  the  year  ending  June,  1898,  was  952,  or  only  78 
less  than  the  actual  enrollment  of  new  pupils.  The  78  here  men- 
tioned, does  not  represent  a  loss  by  dropping  out  of  school,  but  an  in- 
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crease  in  the  population  over  last  year  and  will  be  taken  up  in  next 
year's  promotions.  This  is  shown  by  the  regular  increase  in  promo- 
tions from  this  grade.  In  1896,  703  were  promoted;  in  1897,  892  were 
promoted;  in  1898,  952  were  promoted. 

The  statement  that  statistics  should  begin  with  promotions  from 
first  year  is  correct,  and  is  the  only  fair  and  accurate  means  of  com- 
parison. 

I  give  below  the  enrollment  of  a  class,  promoted  from  primary  D  in 
1892,  for  each  year  up  to  the  present  year  inclusive,  which  it  seems 
to  me  is  valuable  information  bearing  upon  this  discussion.  First 
year  grade  promoted  to  second  year  grade  at  the  close  of  the  school 
year  1892,  682  pupils;  second  year  promoted  to  third  year  in  1893, 
613;  third  year  promoted  to  fourth  year  in  1894,  634;  fourth  year  pro- 
moted to  fifth  year  in  1895,  620;  fifth  year  promoted  to  sixth  year  in 
1896,  587;  sixth  year  promoted  to  seventh  year  in  1897,  538,  and  sev- 
enth year  promoted  to  eighth  year  in  1898,  468  pupils.  These  figures 
give  a  history  of  the  attendance  of  the  first  class  promoted  from  prim- 
ary D  the  first  year  I  took  charge  of  the  schools,  and  I  find  now  at  the 
close  of  the  seventli  year  since  the  class  started  only  124  less  than 
when  it  began,  or  about  67  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  have  continued 
through  the  entire  elementary  course  up  to  the  highest  grade  of  the 
grammar  department. 

Our  Promotions  for  1897  Are  as  Follows, 
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356 
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942 
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1,722 


In  comparing  these  figures  we  should  not  say  that  339  pupils  out  of 
952  reach  the  high  school,  we  must  wait  until  the  952  complete  the 
eighth  year  to  determine  this  percentage.  The  339  pupils  now  pro- 
moted from  the  eighth  grade  to  the  high  school  started  the  year  be- 
fore I  took  charge  of  the  schools,  and  consequently  must  represent 
the  number  passing  through  the  eight  grades  out  of  a  promotion  not 
exceeding  682  pupils  promoted  in  1892,  or  nearly  50  per  cent. 

The  statistics  of  this  city  show  that  50  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  pro- 
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moted  from  pi-imaiv  D,  or  first  grade  each  year  since  1891,  has  finally 
been  promoted  to  the  high  school. 

A  comj)arlson  between  the  promotions  for  1897  and  the  number  of 
pupils  on  the  rolls  at  the  close  of  the  year  1898  should  be  of  interest, 
showing  to  what  extent  the  pupils  drop  out  of  school,  and  when  they 
drop  out. 
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The  schools  have  kept  up  to  the  standard  of  former  years  in  every 
particular,  and  in  some  lines  we  have  done  better  work  than  ever  be- 
fore. This  is  notably  true  in  literature,  grammar,  composition  and 
penmanship. 

Vocal  music  and  drawing  occupy  an  important  place  in  our  schools 
and  show  excellent  results  in  all  grades. 

An  additional  year  was  added  to  our  high  school  course  giving  us 
four  years  now  instead  of  three. 

The  work  in  the  reading  course  w^as  continued  in  the  same  line  as 
last  year  with  continued  interest  and  increasing  benefits. 

No  care  or  labor  is  spared  to  make  our  schools  both  interesting  and 
practical. 

The  thoroughness  with  which  the  work  of  a  school  is  done  depends 
almost  entirely  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  teachers.  No  matter  how 
well  a  teacher  may  be  prepared  experience  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
successful  accomplishment.  Good  teachers  must  be  secured,  and 
when  once  secured,  retained.  This  is  the  only  way  to  reach  a  high 
degree  of  excellence. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  school  year  is  8,850. 

The  enrollment  in  our  high  school  is  702.  Two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  were  promoted  from  the  grammar  schools  to  the  high  school,  and 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  were  graduated  from  the  high  school  in 
the  several  courses,  as  follows: 
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College  Preparatory,  21;  Latin  Scientific,  18;  English  Scientific,  18; 
Normal  Course,  12;  Business  and  Professional  Course,  3;  Commer- 
cial Course,  42,  and  Shorthand  Course,  5. 


WILLIAMSPOKT— Chas.  Lose. 


A  commercial  department,  with  entrance  requirements  similar  to 
those  of  the  high  school,  was  last  year  added  to  the  school  system  of 
this  city.  The  school  occupies  a  room  in  the  new  Washington  build- 
ing, this  room  having  been  planned  and  equipped  solely  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  school.  The  course  of  study,  which  can  be  completed  in 
one  year,  includes  penmanship,  spelling,  commercial  arithmetic, 
book-keeping,  letter  writing,  commercial  law,  business  practice  and 
banking.  Mr.  James  H.  Thompson,  who  has  had  charge  of  a  commer- 
cial college  for  a  number  of  years,  was  elected  principal  of  the  school 
and  under  his  wise  and  energetic  control  and  skillful  teaching,  a  class 
of  thirty  pupils  completed  the  course  in  a  very  thoix)ugh  manner.  A 
smaller  class  that  entered  the  school  at  the  holidays  has  gone  over 
part  of  the  course  and  will  be  able  to  finish  it  by  the  holidays  of  this 
year.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  this  school  can  be  so  managed 
as  to  add  one  or  more  years  to  the  school  life  of  those  pupils  who  will 
not  enter  the  high  school  and  of  those  who,  at  most,  will  not  take  more 
than  a  year  or  two  there,  and  at  thie  same  time  can  be  prevented  from 
tempting  away  from  the  high  school  any  pupils  who  have  the  time  and 
opportunity  to  complete  its  course.  It  is  also  hoped  that  certain 
pupils,  in  order  to  gain  the  advantages  of  this  business  education,  will 
finish  the  grammar  school  course  who  otherwise  would  quit  school 
entirely  at  the  end  of  their  sixth  or  seventh  school  year.  Taken  all 
in  all,  the  organization  of  this  school  should  result  in  a  distinct  gain 
for  the  cause  of  advanced  education  in  this  city. 

At  the  opening  of  the  schools  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  school 
year,  it  was  found  necessary  to  employ  one  additional  teacher  for  the 
high  school,  making  eight  in  all.  The  work  of  the  high  school  was 
then  divided  into  departments;  there  being  at  present  a  department  of 
mathematics,  one  of  the  sciences,  one  of  German,  oneof  Latin,  one  of 
literature  and  history,  and  one  of  English.  A  teacher  especially  pre- 
pared for  the  work  is  at  the  head  of  each  one  of  these  departments. 
The  Latin  department  now  requires  two  teachers,  while  the  time  of 
one  teacher  is  required  for  certain  miscellaneous  studies  for  which 
the  regular  department  teachers  have  not  the  time. 

A  new  feature  of  the  high  school  was  the  rhetorical  exercises  at  the 
opening  of  each  day's  session.  Each  morning  three  or  four  pupils 
were  required  to  be  ready  with  essays  or  orations  to  be  delivered  in 
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the  presence  of  the  school  iimnedialcly  after  Hie  devotional  exercises. 
The  phm  was  so  siiiterior  to  any  other  ever  tried  and  resulted  in  so 
much  better  preparation  of  the  pupils  in  this  direction  that  twenty- 
five  minutes  will  be  devoted  to  this  work  each  morning  of  the  present 
year.  The  high  school  enrolled  two  hundred  fifty-seven  pupils  and 
including  the  commercial  department  which  enrolled  sixty-one,  we 
had  three  hundred  eighteen  pupils  who  were  devoting  their  time  to 
advanced  studies.  This  number  is  about  6  1-3  per  cent,  of  our  total 
enrollment  and  is  an  increase  of  sixtj^  pupils  over  the  enrollment  of 
any  previous  j'ear.  The  class  graduated  from  the  high  school  num- 
bered twenty-nine. 

As  was  stated  in  the  last  report  to  the  School  Department,  the  pub- 
lic school  library  is  now  open  to  the  pupils  of  the  high  school,  the 
commercial  department,  and  the  grammar  schools.  These  pupils 
drew  from  the  library  last  year  2.038  books,  an  average  of  three  books 
per  pupil.  In  addition  to  the  books  drawn  from  the  library,  the 
pupils  of  the  high  school  read  the  college  requirements  in  the  English 
classics,  and  the  pupils  of  the  grammar  grades  read  a  history  of  Penn- 
S3'lvania,  a  Geographical  Reader,  Franklin's  Autobiography,  Evange- 
line, Lady  of  the  Lake,  Julius  Caesar,  Tanglewood  Tales,  The  Sketch 
Book  and  Webster's  Bunker  Hill  Orations.  One  hundred  fifty  dol- 
lars worth  of  new  books  was  added  to  the  library  last  year. 

The  opening  of  two  new  school  buildings,  a  thorough  revision  of 
the  course  of  study,  the  adoption  of  several  new  text-books,  an  in- 
crease in  enrollment,  atendance,  and  promotion,  and  a  decrease  in 
tardy  marks,  truancy,  and  punishments  indicate  that  the  schools  have 
made  somewhat  more  than  the  usual  progress. 


YORK— A.  Wanner. 


During  the  past  year,  school  affairs  have  been  judiciously  admin- 
istered by  an  attentive  and  exceptionally  capable  board  of  control- 
lers. 

The  work  of  the  teachers  has  been  earnest  and  eflficient. 

An  added  story  to  an  old  building  increased  our  school  capacity  by 
eight  rooms. 

A  new  high  school,  commensurate  with  the  needs  of  the  com- 
munity, embracing  the  latest  and  best  features  of  sch<iol  architec- 
ture, is  now  in  couT'se  of  ei'ection. 
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Central  School  Building. 

The  new  Central  school  building  built  of  light  brick  and  finished 
in  oak  with  maple  floors,  is  exceptionally  well  adapted  to  school  pur- 
poses. 

It  contains  eight  school  rooms,  four  on  the  first  and  four  on  the 
second  floor.  The  superintendent's  office,  a  directors'  room,  and  a 
commodious  store  room  for  books  and  supplies  occupy  the  third 
floor. 

It  was  finished  in  April,  1895.  Three  rooms  were  occupied  by 
schools  before  the  close  of  the  school  year. 

The  invitation  of  the  board  to  the  public  to  inspect  the  building, 
on  Tuesday,  April  7,  was  responded  to  by  a  continuous  stream  of 
people  from  early  morning  till  late  at  night. 

The  adaptation  of  the  building  to  school  purposes,  its  general  ap- 
pearance and  moderate  cost,  were  very  favorably  commented  upon  by 
the  public. 

Water  is  furnished  in  each  room  through  a  novel  drinking  foun- 
tain. The  pupils  drink  from  a  jet  of  water,  without  touching  any 
vessel  with  the  lips.  The  arrangement  is  convenient,  and,  from  a 
sanitary  point  of  view,  a  necessary  adjunct  to  the  modern  school 
house. 

The  two  broad  oak  stairways  are  located  at  the  extreme  sides  of  the 
building  for  added  safety  of  exit,  and  are  of  what  is  known  as  "mill 
or  slow  burning  construction,"  i.  e.,  open  plank  work  without  con- 
cealed air-draft  spaces. 

The  architect,  Mr.  B.  F.  Willis,  has  certainly  very  happily  suc- 
ceeded, to  an  unusual  degree,  in  embodying  the  best  and  latest  ideas 
of  school  architecture  in  the  Central  school  house. 

The  Garfield  Building. 

The  Garfield  building,  on  North  Penn  street,  was  completed  in  July, 
1895. 

Like  the  Central,  the  Garfield  building  is  finished  in  oak  with  maple 
floors.  In  both  buildings  the  closets  for  clothing  are  conveniently 
located  in  the  halls,  and  so  constructed  as  to  secure  the  most  thorough 
ventilation. 

The  Garfield  building  contains  twelve  large  rooms,  six  on  each 
floor.  Two  additional  rooms  will  be  used  for  recitation  purposes  in 
the  two  double  schools  which  will  be  located  in  the  building. 

The  windows  extend  to  the  ceiling  and  thus  admit  the  best  light. 

The  walls  are  rough  and  grey,  so  that  there  is  no  glaring  reflection 
whilst  the  color  is  restful  to  the  eyes. 

The  cellar  is  cemented  throughout.  The  building  is  lighted  by 
electricity. 
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Each  school  room  is  tiUt'd  wiih  the  drinking  fonntain  attachment 
as  described  in  the  Central  building.  Stair-ways  are  of  "slow  burn- 
ing construction." 

Economy  of  space  and  yet  ample  pi-ovision  for  conveniently  and 
easily  communicating  with  every  part  of  the  building,  the  rapidity 
with  which  pupils  can  be  dismissed,  owing  to  the  number  and  loca- 
tion of  entrances,  are  striking  features  of  the  structure. 

Mr.  Willis,  the  architect,  is  deserving  of  much  credit  for  the  admir- 
able way  in  which  the  structure  fulfills  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
designed. 

Shortly  after  the  opening  of  our  schools  a  truant  officer  was  em- 
ploj'ed.  Whilst  no  suits  were  brought  against  parents,  the  large  en- 
rollment and  the  increase  in  the  average  attendance  were  undoubted 
and  highly  satisfactory  results. 
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Reports  of  Principals 


OF- 


State  Normal  Schools. 


FIRST  DISTRICT— WEST  CHESTER. 


Geo.  Morris  Philips,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  unusually  successful  in  all  respects.  Our 
school  has  been  somewhat  larger  than  at  any  previous  time  in  its 
history,  and  in  other  respects  its  work  has  been  more  than  ordinarily 
satisfactory.  We  graduated  one  hundred  and  twelve  students  in  the 
elementary  course,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  at  this  writing  are  al- 
ready provided  with  schools,  and  others  who  desire  to  teach  soon  will 
be.  A  few  of  the  class  will  not  teach  immediately  but  will  go  to  col- 
lege or  to  other  higher  schools.  The  prospects  for  the  ensuing  year 
are  unusually  bright,  and  we  expect  that  it  will  be  quite  as  successful 
as  the  past  one  has  been. 

We  notice  every  year  a  growing  demand  for  normal  graduates,  and 
it  is  becoming  a  common  saying  that  it  is  increasingly  difficult  for  in- 
experienced teachers  to  secure  schools  unless  they  have  graduated  at 
a  normal  school.  This  is  simply  the  result  of  the  experience  of  school 
boards  and  superintendents,  and  bears  testimony  to  the  success  of 
these  schools  in  doing  the  work  for  which  they  were  intended. 

(273) 
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There  are  to  be  but  few  changes  in  our  corps  of  teachers  for  the  eu 
suing  year.  Among  them,  however,  is  the  serious  loss  of  our  Pro- 
fessor of  History,  Dr.  Joseijh  S.  Walton,  so  long  one  of  the  most  effi- 
cient superintendents  in  the  State,  who  leaves  us  to  accept  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  the  Friends'  Central  School,  in  Philadelphia.  His  place 
has  been  worthily  filled,  we  believe,  by  the  election  of  Professor  Smith 
Burnham,  of  Albion  College,  Michigan.  The  growth  of  the  school 
has  made  it  necessary  to  permanently  increase  its  faculty,  and  to  this 
end  President  Wallace  P.  Dick,  of  Metzger  College,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  has 
been  secured  as  professor  of  Greek  and  associate  professor  of  peda- 
gogy. Professor  Dick  had  charge  of  the  ancient  languages  here  for 
several  years  and  had  previously  been  successful  and  prominent  in 
other  normal  schools  of  the  State.  He,  too,  is  an  important  acquisi- 
tion to  the  faculty.  We  become  more  stmougly  convinced  every  year 
that  by  far  the  most  important  feature  of  a  good  normal  school,  as  of 
a  good  school  of  any  kind,  is  its  faculty,  and,  while  our  trustees  aim 
to  impr-ove  and  advance  in  every  direction,  they  give  the  greatest 
attention  to  securing  the  best  possible  teachers. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  normal  school  principals  of 
last  November  permitting  it  to  be  done,  our  school  year  has  been 
shortened  to  forty  weeks.  School  will  begin  one  week  later  in  the 
fall  and  close  one  w'eek  earlier  in  the  summer.  This  long  desired 
change  will,  we  believe,  be  acceptable  to  all  interested  in  the  school. 

The  fair  grounds  of  the  Chester  County  Agricultural  Society  which 
adjoined  us  on  the  west  and  which  were  bought  more  than  a  year  ago, 
have  been  added  to  by  the  purchase  of  a  few  more  acres  of  land  neces- 
sary to  fill  out  the  boundaries  of  this  tract  pix)perly.  We  now  have 
almost  fifty  acres  of  grounds,  desirably  located,  which  will  prove  in 
the  future,  to  be  invaluable  for  the  purposes  of  the  school.  We  are 
now  grading  and  imjjroving  these  grounds,  and,  after  consulting  the 
best  authorities  in  the  country',  are  building  running,  and  bicycle 
tracks,  and  laying  out  a  ball  field,  which  are  being  constructed  in  the 
best  manner  and  will  be  permanent  and  imjiortant  features.  It  is 
expected  to  grade  the  remainder  of  these  grounds,  laying  them  out  in 
walks,  planting  them  and  preparing  them  for  minor  games,  so  as 
best  to  prepare  them  for  future  use  and  enjoj-ment. 

Our  greatest  need  in  the  way  of  improvements  now  is  a  new  Model 
School  building.  Our  Model  Sr-hool  is  entii'ely  inadequate  for  the 
best  training  of  our  senior  class,  and  it  is  impossible  to  increase  its 
size  substantially  to  any  extent  without  an  additional  building  to  be 
devoted  to  this  purpose.  I  trust  that  the  next  Legislature  may  suffi- 
ciently appreciate  the  great  value  and  importance  of  the  work  of  the 
normal  schools  so  that  our  share  of  the  normal  school  appropriations 
may  be  sufficient  to  provide  this  most  important  improvement.     Our 
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tiiistt'i's  ha VI'  already  taken  action  looking  towards  this  important 
iniprovenieul  just  a.s  soon  as  the  funds  can  be  secured.  They  have  ap- 
pointed an  ellicient  committee  who  are  already  considering  plans  for 
an  appropriate  building. 


SECOND  DISTRICT— MILLERSVILLE. 


E.  Oram  Lyte,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  for 
the  forty-fourth  year  of  its  existence  as  a  normal  school. 

The  total  attendance  of  students  for  the  fall  and  winter  session  for 
the  past  school  year  was  680 ;  for  the  spring  and  summer  session,  968. 
Tlie  total  number  of  graduates  in  the  elementary  course  was  116,  in 
the  regular  normal  course,  4,  and  in  the  scientific  course,  2.  All 
the  students  recommended  by  the  faculty  for  examination ,  by  the 
State  Board  of  Examiners  completed  all  the  studies  in  which  they 
were  examined  by  the  board.  It  may  be  added  that  the  classes  w^ere 
thoroughly  sifted  by  the  faculty  before  being  presented  to  the  Board 
of  Examiners,  and  the  actual  standing  of  the  students  in  the  various 
branches  was  placed  before  the  Board. 

The  new  school  year  begins  well.  The  attendance  is  large,  and  the 
students,  like  those  of  last  year,  are,  in  the  main,  thoughtful  and 
earnest. 

During  the  forty-four  years  of  its  existence  as  a  normal  school 
31,285  students  have  attended  this  school,  and  1,598  have  been  gradu- 
ated by  it.  Can  any  one  estimate  the  great  good  that  has  been  done 
for  the  State  by  this  army  of  devoted,  conscientious  men  and  women, 
nearly  all  of  whom  have  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth? 

During  the  year  tlie  buildings  have  been  kept  in  good  repair  and  the 
grounds  have  been  cared  for  and  beautified.  In  the  autumn  of  1897, 
Science  Hall,  which  was  in  an  unfinished  condition  for  want  of  funds 
to  complete  it,  was  finished,  and  is  now  in  use.  A  room  80  by  40  feet 
is  set  apart  in  this  building  for  a  biological  laboratory  and  museum. 
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The  fine  collection  of  botanical  specimens  possessed  by  the  school,  has 
been  carefully  classified  and  labeled,  and  placed  in  a  handsome  case 
presented  to  the  school  for  this  purpose  by  the  graduating  class  of 
1894.  In  this  connection,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  class  of  1898 — 
this  year's  class — subscribed  the  handsome  sum  of  |1,080  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  free  scholarship  for  the  tuition  of  some  worthy 
student.  The  Alumni  Association  has  established  a  fund  to  be  known 
as  the  Alumni  Loan  Fund,  which  is  to  be  lent  to  deserving  students 
without  interest,  to  aid  them  in  continuing  their  studies  at  this  insti- 
tution. Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the  ladies  and  gentle- 
men who  have  thus  remembered  their  Alma  Mater. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  is  not  done  to  aid  young  men  and 
young  women  to  fit  themselves  as  teachers.  Rich  men  could  not 
make  a  better  disposition  of  their  wealth  than  by  endowing  scholar- 
ships in  normal  schools,  where  the  good  they  would  do  to  the  indi- 
vidual directly  benefited  would  be  transmitted  by  him  to  hundreds  of 
others. 

The  trustees  of  the  school  have  felt  the  inconvenience  arising  from 
the  lack  of  sufficient  support  from  the  State,  but  their  wise  and  eco- 
nomical management  has  preserved  the  credit  of  the  school  and  en- 
abled it  to  meet  all  its  financial  obligations.  In  the  past  ten  years, 
permanent  improvements  to  the  amount  of  more  than  |275,000  have 
been  made.  Part  of  the  money  for  these  improvements  came  from 
the  State,  but  the  larger  part  was  paid  by  the  school  itself  and  was 
saved  by  careful  housekeeping,  by  not  paying  extravagant  salaries  to 
teachers,  and  by  care  and  economy  in  other  respects.  The  board  of 
trustees  will  continue  to  give  their  best  efforts  in  the  school  in  its 
various  departments. 

The  faculty',  as  heretofore,  have  been  loyal  to  the  school  and  de- 
voted to  its  best  interests.  No  labor  is  too  great  for  them  to  perform 
if  it  results  in  aiding  our  students  and  in  furthering  the  work  of  the 
school. 

While  the  good  done  by  the  normal  schools  of  the  State  is  patent 
to  even  the  most  prejudiced  person,  I  do  not  believe  they  have  reached 
the  height  which  they  may  reach  by  the  aid  of  wise  legislation  and 
merited  State  support.  Has  not  the  time  arrived  when  no  students 
should  be  accepted  by  these  institutions  except  those  who,  having 
reached  a  certain  age  and  possessing  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  common 
branches,  are  willing  to  pledge  themselves  to  teach  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  Stnte? 

I  believe  this  time  is  here  and  that  the  State  authorities  would  be 
willing  to  make  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  tuition  of  all  such 
students  that  could  be  properly  instructed  and  trained  by  the  normal 
schools  of  the  State  if  none  others  were  accepted  by  them.  This 
change  would  systematize  and  render  more  professional  the  work  of 
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the  normal  schools;  would  greatly  lessen  the  cost  of  an  education  to 
the  common  school  teacher;  would  strengthen  the  public  schools  and 
private  academies  in  many  parts  of  the  State;  and  would  not  leave  a 
leg  for  the  most  carping  critic  of  our  State  normal  school  system  to 
stand  on.  A  law  could  be  framed  that  would  lessen  rather  than  in- 
crease the  cost  of  these  institutions  to  the  Stale,  while  doubling  their 
elliciency.  Our  system  would  thus  be  brought  into  harmony  with 
the  systems  of  many  other  states  and  leave  but  Utile  to  be  desired 
in  the  direction  of  legislation  for  the  improvement  of  the  teaching 
force  of  the  Commonwealth.     Are  we  not  ready  to  take  this  step? 

I  cannot  better  close  this  report  than  by  thanking  the  School  De- 
partment for  the  uniformly  courteous  treatment  received  from  every 
member  connected  with  it,  the  superintendents  and  school  otficials 
for  the  assistance  they  have  given  to  the  school,  and  the  public  for 
the  continued  support  and  patronage  which  the  school  has  received. 
I  believe  that  our  public  schools,  including  the  normal  schools,  are 
entering  a  wider  field  of  usefulness,  and  under  the  efficient  leadership 
of  our  distinguished  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  will 
continue  to  illuminate  every  household  of  the  Commonwealth  with 
the  divine  rays  of  a  useful  education.  Of  this  great  work,  Millers- 
ville  will  try  to  perform  its  share. 


THIRD  DISTRICT— KUTZTOWN. 


Geo.  B.  Hancher,  Principal. 


The  past  year  was  a  successful  one  for  the  Keystone  State  Normal 
School,  both  as  to  the  number  of  students  and  the  work  done.  One 
hundred  and  thirty-six  passed  the  senior  examination;  131  passed  the 
junior  examination;  131  passed  the  sub-junior  examination;  2  passed 
the  examination  for  State  certificate;  3  were  graduated  in  the  scien- 
tific department;  96  master  diplomas  were  granted. 

The  lecture  course  under  the  auspices  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  was  well 
attended  by  the  students  and  the  people  of  town.  The  success  of  the 
course  was  due  largely  to  the  good  management  of  Prof.  D.  S.  Keck, 
chairman  of  the  committee. 

During  the  school  year  the  steward's  building  was  painted,  and 
fitted  up  with  steam  heat  and  other  conveniences.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  trustees  it  was  decided  to  put  electric  lights  into  all  the 
normal  buildings.     This  work  will  be  begun  during  the  summer  vaca- 
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tion  and  completed  as  soon  as  possible.  It  was  also  decided  to  put 
up  a  new  model  school  building.  This  work  will  begin  during  the 
coming  school  year.  The  trustees  wish  to  multiply  the  usefulness 
of  the  model  school.     This  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction. 


FOUKTH  DISTRICT— EAST  STROUDSBURG. 


Geo.  P.  Bible,  Principal. 


In  submitting  this  the  fifth  annual  report  of  the  State  Normal 
School  of  the  Fourth  District,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  we  have  had 
the  most  prosperous  year  in  the  history  of  the  institution. 

During  the  past  five  years  that  the  school  has  been  in  existence,  423 
pupils  have  been  graduated,  four-fifths  of  whom  are  now  teaching, 
while  others  have  entered  upon  special  courses  in  the  university  or 
college.  Several  thousand  pupils  have  been  in  attendance  in  the 
school  since  it  first  opened  in  the  fall  of  '93,  and  a  majority  of  these 
undergraduates  are  among  the  teachers  of  the  State. 

Our  college  preparatory  department  has  already  sent  a  large  num- 
ber of  pupils  to  eight  or  ten  of  the  leading  colleges.  We  have  always 
shaped  the  courses  so  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  number  of 
the  leading  institutions. 

Although  the  school  has  never  had  the  special  appropriations, 
granted  its  sister  normals,  in  the  past,  and  which  have  been  so  justly 
needed  by  this  the  youngest  school,  yet  its  financial  affairs  have  been 
wisely  and  economically  managed,  so  that  it  has  been  possible  for  the 
school  to  erect  several  buildings  which  were  much  needed — a  gymna- 
sium, a  kitchen  and  engine  and  boiler  house. 

The  State  should  come  to  our  assistance  now  and  help  erect  a  reci- 
tation hall,  a  model  school  building  and  needed  dormitory  room.  It 
has  done  so  for  other  schools  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  the 
youngest  school  should  be  made  an  exception. 

The  school  has  provided  as  liberally  as  its  means  would  permit, 
the  very  best  apparatus  for  the  class  rooms,  library  and  reference 
books,  the  comfortable  furnishing  of  the  students'  rooms  and  beauti- 
fying the  grounds.  As  a  means  of  aesthetic  culture  and  wise  economy 
in  the  end,  the  students'  rooms  have  been  carpeted  with  brussels 
carpet,  and  are  made  as  attractive  and  homelike  as  possible. 

The  school  maintains  a  competent  faculty,  good  boarding,  a  fine 
model  or  ])ractice  school,  a  high  grade  of  scholarship,  as  the  essentials 


No  6.  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS.  279 

to  a  good  school.  The  school  is  beginning  to  feel  the  good  influence 
of  its  alumni,  many  of  whom  are  holding  inllueutial  positions  among 
the  ranks  of  the  professictn.  While  the  number  is  small  as  compared 
with  some  of  the  older  schools,  yet  Hicir  loyalty  and  zeal  could  not  be 
more  earnest. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT— MANSFIELD. 


S.  H.  Albro,  Principal. 


In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  submit  herewith  my  annual 
report  of  the  State  Normal  School  of  the  Fifth  District,  for  the  year 
ending  June  23,  1898. 

Number  of  Students. 

The  total  number  of  students  registered  this  year  is  503.  The  num- 
ber last  year  was  512,  showing  a  decrease  of  9.  The  average  daily  at- 
tendance however  has  been  greater  than  any  previous  year.  We 
graduated  68  from  the  elementary  course  and  two  from  the  scientific 
course.  A  tlass  of  135  juniors  have  passed  the  entrance  examinations 
to  the  senior  class;  a  number  greatly  exceeding  that  of  any  previous 
3'ear. 

Teachers. 

The  number  of  teachers  is  the  same  as  last  year.  One  new  teacher 
is  to  be  added  to  the  corps  next  year,  with  a  new  department  of  in- 
struction, that  of  agriculture  and  nature  study.  Located  as  we  are 
in  a  farming  district,  we  believe  this  new  course  will  add  greatly  to 
our  usefulness.  Our  graduates  will  go  to  the  country  districts  and 
there  disseminate  the  useful  and  practical  knowledge  they  have  re- 
ceived. The  new  instructor  who  is  to  be  at  the  head  of  this  depart- 
ment is  a  graduate  of  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  College  and  of 
Cornell  L^niversity,  at  the  latter  institution,  he  has  spent  a  year  and 
a  half  under  Professors  Bailey  and  Comstock  in  i)reparation  for  teach- 
ing in  the  various  departments  of  nature  study.  His  time  here  will 
be  devoted  to  field  work  to  a  large  extent. 

Model  School. 

We  have  four  critic  teachers  in  the  model  school  and  358  pupils. 
No  student  is  now  graduated  from  the  normal  school  without  at  least 
one  7)eriod  daily  of  45  minutes  of  teaching,  for  a  year. 
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Our  Graduates. 

Every  one  of  the  graduates  of  the  elementary  course  this  year  in- 
tends to  be  a  teacher.  So  many  teachers  of  lower  qualifications  are  li- 
censed to  teach  that  the  encouragement  (o  good  normal  school  gradu- 
ates is  not  as  great  as  it  ought  to  be.  Some  of  our  graduates  get  po- 
sitions in  the  State  of  New  York  where  the  pay  is  better,  because  of 
the  more  rigid  system  of  licensing  which  prevails  by  the  uniform 
examinations  conducted  by  the  State  Department.  A  similar  manner 
of  examinations  in  this  State  would  be  a  great  benefit. 

Material,  Improvements  and  Needs. 

Besides  keeping  up  repairs  in  every  place  where  there  has  been 
need,  we  have  added  a  complete  system  of  electric  lighting,  many 
small  improvements  on  the  buildings,  and  considerable  new  furniture. 
We  have  added  over  700  volumes  to  the  circulating  library.  We  have 
fitted  up  a  botanical  laboratory,  and  made  considerable  additions  to 
our  collection  of  mineralogical  collections. 

Our  magnificent  north  hall  is  still  unfinished  for  lack  of  money  to  do 
it.  We  need  other  imj>rovements  which  we  shall  hasten  to  make 
when  the  State  shall  become  more  liberal  in  her  appropriations. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT— BLOOMSBUKG. 


J.  P.  Welsh,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  State 
Normal  School  of  the  Sixth  District.  We  have  just  closed  a  very  suc- 
cessful year.  The  proportion  of  bright,  earnest,  hard-working  pupils 
during  the  year  was  unusually  great.  The  interest  manifested  in  the 
advanced  courses  of  study  has  greatly  increased.  We  had  with  us 
taking  the  "regular  normal  course"  thirty-two  of  our  graduates  in 
the  elementary  course. 

The  prospects  are  that  our  school  next  j'ear  will  be  as  large  as  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  This  has  compelled  us  to  make  certain  changes  in 
our  buildings,  in  order  to  secure  more  class  rooms.  The  class  rooms 
on  first  floor  of  Institute  Hall  have  been  practically  useless  for  sev- 
eral years,  because  of  the  dirt,  gas  and  noise  that  come  from  the  heat- 
ing boilers  underneath.  It  was  decided  to  build  a  new  boiler  house, 
remove  the  boilers  to  it,  and  renovate  the  class  rooms.  This  is  now 
being  done. 


No.  6.  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS.  281 

The  alumni  of  the  school  have  determined  to  erect  a  building  for 
their  own  use,  as  a  bampu't  hall  a1  conimencement  and  other  seasons, 
and  to  provide  rooms  also  for  the  literary  societies,  and  the  Y.  W.  and 
Y.  M.  C.  A.     Funds  are  being  raised  for  this  by  subscription. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT— SHIPPENSBURG. 


G.  M,  D.  Eckels,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
the  twenty-sixth  annual  report  of  the  Normal  School  of  the  Seventh 
District. 

We  are  pleased  to  state  that  the  school  year  ending  with  June,  1898, 
has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  school's  history.  The  en- 
rollment of  students  has  been  very  satisfactory,  the  character  of  the 
work  accomplished  has  been  up  to  a  high  standard,  and  the  general 
movement  of  the  school  has  had  an  upward  tendency.  Our  graduating 
class  numbered  ninety-eight,  corresponding  with  the  year  '98.  Our 
junior  class  numbered  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  most  of  whom 
will  return  the  coming  year  to  finish  the  elementary  course.  Eight 
persons  graduated  in  the  regular  normal  school  course  and  one  in  the 
scientific  course. 

On  Friday,  April  15,  1898,  the  Quarto-Centennial  of  the  opening  of 
the  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School  was  observed  by  the 
holding  of  exercises  appropriate  to  the  occasion  in  the  Normal  Chapel. 
These  exercises  were  very  interesting  and  a  source  of  great  encourage- 
ment to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Cumberland  Val- 
ley State  Normal  School.  The  School  Department  w^as  represented 
on  the  programme  for  the  occasion  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction;  the  colleges  by  Dr.  George  Edward 
Reed,  President  of  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  W.  P. 
Dick,  president  of  Metzger  College,  Carlisle,  Pa.;  the  other  normal 
schools  of  the  State,  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Welsh,  principal  of  the  Bloomsburg 
Normal  School;  the  county  superintendents,  by  Prof.  W.  F.  Zumbro, 
of  Franklin  county,  and  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of  Dauphin  county;  the 
Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School,  by  Hon.  S.  M.  Wherry, 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  principal 
of  the  school;  the  alumni  of  the  school,  by  J.  S.  Omwake,  Esq.,  '91  and 
Dr.  J.  F.  Barton,  '74. 
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The  faculty  revived  the  honor  system  iu  the  school  by  a  resolutiou 
placing  upon  the  honor  list  all  members  of  the  graduating  class  who 
made  for  the  year  a  grade  of  90  per  cent,  and  over  in  both  scholarship 
and  deportment.  In  the  class  of  ninety-eight  members,  thirty-one  at- 
tained the  standard  required,  and  their  names  were  placed  upon  the 
honor  roll. 

The  course  in  the  model  school  proper  embraces  nine  grades,  each 
grade  requiring  of  the  pupil  one  year's  study.  We  graduated  from 
the  model  school  this  year  a  class  of  eight  pupils.  The  graduating 
certificate  of  these  pupils  entitles  them  to  admission  into  the  junior 
class  of  the  normal  department  without  examination. 

The  school  library  was  increased  during  the  year  by  the  addition 
of  over  four  hundred  volumes  of  carefully  selected  works.  The 
amount  of  reading  done  by  the  students  during  the  year  is  conclusive 
proof  that  students  will  become  readers  when  they  are  encouraged  to 
read,  directed  what  to  read,  and  furnished  with  a  library  containing 
the  books  that  should  be  read.  Considerable  money  was  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  apparatus  for  the  natural  science  department.  The 
drawing  department  has  been  furnished  with  models  used  in  the 
teaching  of  the  Prang  System  of  Drawing  and  with  models  used  in 
the  teaching  of  "still  life." 

A  new  heating-plant  will  be  provided  during  the  summer.  It  will 
be  large  enough  to  heat  all  the  buildings.  The  ladies'  new  dormitory 
will  be  opened  during  the  fall  term.  It  will  be  handsomely  and  com- 
fortably furnished.  This  is  admittedly  the  finest  ladies'  dormitory 
connected  with  an}-  of  the  normal  schools  of  the  State. 

The  Porte-Cochere  erected  during  the  autumn  of  last  year  com- 
pletes the  main  building  in  accordance  with  its  original  design.  The 
studA'  hall  for  the  day  students  and  the  covered  entrance  for  the  model 
school  children  are  the  main  features  of  this  new  structure. 

The  trustees  deserve  to  be  commended  for  their  zeal  in  improving 
the  buildings  and  appliances  of  the  school,  and  for  the  carefulness 
with  which  they  have  guarded  the  financial  interests  of  the  institution. 

The  members  of  the  faculty  of  the  school  have  been  loyal  to  its  wel- 
fare and  have  earnestly  striven  to  promote  its  healthy  growth  and  ad- 
vancement. 

The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  very  encouraging.  Our  aim 
shall  be  the  motto  of  the  class  of  '98,  "Onward  and  Upward,"  believing 
that  those  who  strive  earnestly  in  a  good  cause  never  fail. 
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EIGHTH  DISTRICT— LOCK  HAVEN. 


James  Eldoii,  Principal. 


The  Central  State  Normal  School  has  just  closed  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  years  iu  its  history. 

The  attendance  during  part  of  the  year  was  equal  to  the  capacity 
of  the  building. 

The  graduating  class  numbered  one  hundred  and  thirty-three.  One 
hundred  and  tifty-one  juniors  were  admitted  to  the  senior  class  and 
foity-four  sub- juniors  passed  six  branches. 

The  deportment  of  the  students,  on  the  whole,  was  most  commend- 
able, and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  their  earnestness  and  their  devotion 
to  study  have  seldom  been  excelled. 

The  teachers  with  scarcely  the  loss  of  a  day  gave  their  best  energies 
to  the  work  of  instruction  and  with  patient  effort  guided  their  classes 
along  new  paths  to  higher  attainments. 

If  a  county  institute  continuing  four  days  with  a  loose  organization 
is  considered  advantageous  to  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  a  period  of  one  or  two  years  spent  at  a  State 
normal  school  where  the  students  do  the  work,  where  organization  is 
complete,  where  a  definite  and  rounded  course  framed  according  to  the 
best  judgment  of  leading  educators  is  pursued,  is  more  than  advanta- 
geous— is  invaluable. 

Jt  is  time  something  should  be  done  in  the  way  of  limiting  the  use 
of  the  provisional  certificate.  Where  this  policy  has  been  tried  it  has 
worked  admirably.  It  need  bring  no  loss  or  hardship  to  the  worthy 
teacher  using  the  provisional  certificate  if  a  sure  position  and  larger 
wages  wait  his  better  preparation  for  the  work  of  the  school  room.     - 

Wherever  teachers  assemble  much  time  is  given  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  public  school  appropriation  and  its  failure  to  produce  ade- 
quate results.  If  a  limit  should  be  placed  upon  the  use  of  the  provi- 
sioral  certificate,  and  at  the  same  time  an  appropriation  equal  to  one- 
tenth  of  the  public  school  appropriation  should  be  granted  to  the  State 
normal  schools  for  maintenance,  and  for  the  free  tuition  of  those  who 
are  preparing  to  teach  in  the  public  schools,  w^  should  be  able  in  a 
short  time  to  secure  a  select  body  of  teachers  who  by  the  increased 
value  of  their  services  and  the  consequent  demand  for  them,  will  soon 
solve  the  problem  of  better  wages  and  longer  terms,  and  so  eliminate 
a  tiresome  and  unworthy  discussion  from  the  programmes  of  educa- 
tional meetings. 
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During  the  year  just  closed  many  improvements  were  made  in  and 
about  the  buildings.  Of  these  improvements  mention  might  be  made 
of  new  stairways,  additional  light  thrown  into  the  corridors,  new 
floors  of  Michigan  maple,  new  furniture,  the  painting  of  the  wood  and 
iron  work  of  the  whole  building,  several  hundred  feet  of  stone  walk 
laid,  the  erection  of  a  separate  building  for  the  steam  laundry,  the 
building  of  the  new  model  school. 

The  occupation  of  the  new  model  school  building  at  the  beginning 
of  the  next  term  will  give  the  school  the  opportunity,  so  long  coveted, 
of  displaying  the  practice  work  in  handsome  quarters  specially  de- 
signed and  arranged  for  the  purpose. 

The  Central  State  Normal  School  since  it  began  to  rise  from  its 
ashes  nine  years  ago  has  never  ceased  to  grow.  We  conclude  this 
report  with  the  hope  that  it  will  share  with  all  the  other  State  normal 
schools  the  growing  favor  and  support  of  the  people. 


NINTH  DISTRICT— INDIANA. 


D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  Principal. 


There  is  little  to  add  to  the  information  supplied  in  our  statistical 
report.  Twentj'-five  enrolled  students  responded  to  the  first  call  of 
the  President  for  troops  and  were  mustered  into  the  Army  of  the 
United  States.  All  candidates  presented  to  the  State  Board  of  Ex- 
aminers were  ai)proved.  The  health  of  the  students  throughout  the 
year  was  exceptionally  good.  The  moral  tone  has  been  highly  cred- 
itable to  the  students.  The  religious  influences  too  have  been  pro- 
nounced throughout  the  year.  These  have  been  due  largely  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  Young  Men's  and  of  the  Young  Women's  Christian 
Associations. 


TENTH  DISTRICT— CALIFORNIA. 


Theodore  B.  Noss,  Principal. 


I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  for  our  school  an  unusually  pros- 
perous year.     On  both  the  material  and  professional  sides,  substantial 
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progress  has  beeu  made.  Three  new  buildings  are  now  approaching 
completion — an  extension  to  each  of  our  two  dormitories,  and  a  new 
building  lo  be  used  as  a  boiler  house  and  laundry. 

Our  attendance  ol  students  in  all  departments  was  above  nine  hun- 
dred. The  graduating  class  numbered  ninety-three.  Nearly  all  of 
the  members  of  the  class  are  now  teaching.  The  new  school  year  has 
opened  with  encouraging  prospects.  Our  senior  class  exceeds  one 
hundred,  and  our  attendance  in  general  is  larger  than  ever  before  at 
the  opening  of  the  year. 

Our  greatest  need  is  more  money  with  which  to  pay  debts  incurred 
in  the  erection  of  much  needed  buildings,  and  to  equip  the  school  ade- 
quately for  the  work  it  should  do. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


Albert  E.  Maltby,  Principal. 


The  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal  School  closed  the  work  of  the  year 
with  commencement  exercises  in  the  beautiful  chapel  recently  com- 
pleted.    One  hundred  and  ten  graduates  received  diplomas. 

At  the  annual  examination,  held  June  15,  1898,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  juniors  were  promoted  to  the  senior  class,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  sub-juniors  were  passed  in  six  branches.  Two 
young  ladies  from  the  city  schools  of  Altoona  were  granted  State 
certificates. 

The  attendance  during  the  year,  the  order  maintained,  and  the  pro- 
gress generally  made,  place  the  past  year  among  the  most  pros- 
perous enjoyed  by  the  school.  During  the  spring  term  the  new  chapel 
was  finished,  and  the  school  was  able  to  assemble  in  the  beautiful 

chapel  hall. 

The  work  done  by  the  seniors  in  the  practice  school  reached  a  high 
degree  of  excellence,  and  many  unusually  strong  teachers  were  num- 
bered among  the  graduates.  Nearly  all  of  the  graduates  secured 
schools  at  once,  and  this  fact  is  taken  as  evidence  that  thoroughly 
trained  teachers  are  in  good  demand.  The  authorities  of  the  school 
will  make  every  possible  effort  to  preserve  the  high  grade  of  work 
done  in  the  training  department,  and  continue  the  work  of  sending 
out  graduates- thoroughly  equipped  for  teaching  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  State. 
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The  faculty  has,  in  everj'  way  possible,  made  earnest  and  energetic 
efforts  to  build  up  the  reputation  of  the  school  and  to  advance  its  in- 
terests. Xew  methods  of  work  have  been  employed,  while  the  old 
methods  have  not  been  thr-own  recklessly  aside.  It  is  the  endeavor 
of  the  teachers  to  keep  in  the  front  line  in  all  that  pertains  to  excel- 
lence in  matter  and  in  method.  In  the  department  of  natural  science, 
considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  means  of  giving  instruc- 
tion in  nature  study  in  the  common  schools.  In  these  days  of  ad- 
vanced ideas,  when  the  demand  is  growing  stronger  every  j^ear  for 
concrete  work  in  education,  much  stress  is  laid  upon  nature  study  as 
affording  the  desired  mental  discipline.  Much  of  the  effort  along  the 
various  lines  is,  however,  so  desultory  and  fragmentary  that  little  of 
real  value  is  gained.  Still,  intelligent  association  with  nature  in  any 
of  the  departments  of  her  activity  cannot  fail  to  be  beneficial  to  the 
growing  mind;  and  especially  is  this  true  when  the  active  principle 
within  the  child-mind  is  brought  into  harmonious  contact  with  the 
principle  of  life  in  the  external  world.  Every  child  has  a  quick  eye 
for  the  curious  and  interesting  things  in  the  fields  and  woods;  and 
nature  studies  are  therefore  especially  valuable,  because  they  are  as- 
sociated with  the  interest  and  work  of  childhood.  It  is  our  belief  that 
a  good  teacher,  in  love  with  learning  and  on  speaking  terms  with 
nature,  will  be  able  to  obtain  results  which  will  far  surpass  anything 
that  can  be  done  by  mere  adherence  to  the  text-book  work.  The 
country  schools  offer  unusual  opportunities  to  stimulate  the  natural 
curiosity  of  the  children;  and,  since  so  many  of  the  graduates  of  our 
normal  schools  pass  out  into  these  schools  as  teachers,  adequate  pro- 
vision should  be  made  to  enable  them  to  do  effective  service  in  pre- 
serving the  child's  instinctive  love  of  nature.  These  teachers  may 
not  be  able  to  make  the  children  ''see  nature."  but  they  should  be  able 
to  so  lead  the  children  that  they  may  not  lose  the  love  of  nature  they 
already  have.  One  throb  of  love  of  nature  which  you  can  awaken  in 
the  child's  heart  is  worth  any  number  of  dry  facts  which  you  can  put 
into  his  head. 

In  connection  with  the  departmental  work  in  botany,  considerable 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  making  of  blue  prints  of  leaves,  stems, 
petals,  etc.  Many  beautiful  blue  prints  were  made  by  the  students, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  process  offers  many  advantages  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  work  in  nature  study. 

Manj'  Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  buildings,  and  also  on 
the  grounds  surrounding  them.  Trees  have  been  planted  on'  the 
lawns,  and  shrubbery  of  various  kinds  added.  Climbing  roses  have 
been  planted  near  the  verandas  and  porches,  and  will  soon  add  to  the 
beauty  of  the  buildings.  Several  new  walks  of  stone  flagging  have 
been  laid,  and  the  natural  beauty  of  the  grounds  much  (-nhanced. 
Larger  recreation-grounds  have  been  supplied. 


No.  6.  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS.  287 

The  uew  school  year  opens  with  bright  prospects,  and  the  trustees 
of  the  normal  school  are  determined  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  great 
district  in  which  this  young  school  is  located. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT— EDINBOKO. 


J.  R.  Flickinger,  i'rinciptil. 


In  writing  this,  my  second  annual  report,  it  is  my  privilege  to  review 
a  successful  year  for  the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School.  Owing  to 
the  reduction  in  the  appropriations  from  the  State,  and  also  to  our  in- 
creased attendance  on  account  of  which  hundreds  of  dollars  had  to 
be  expended  for  repairs  and  in  the  purchase  of  a  large  amount  of  fur- 
niture, we  are  not  able  to  show  any  improvement  in  our  financial  re- 
port. If  the  usual  amount  had  been  received  from  the  State  during 
all  of  the  past  three  years,  and  if  it  had  been  paid  over  promptly  as 
due,  we  believe  that  our  school  would  be  practically  free  from  debt 
today.  This  floating  debt  hampers  us  somewhat;  still  we  have  been 
able  to  improve  and  enrich  the  work  of  the  school. 

We  are  laying  more  stress  than  ever  on  the  distinctively  profes- 
sional work,  as  we  believe  that  unless  normal  schools  do  this,  they 
have  no  right  to  exist  as  a  sui  generis.  We  also  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand better  scholarship  of  our  graduates,  and  this  fact  is  being  im- 
pressed on  our  school.  Our  training  department  has  been  in  skillful 
hands  for  the  year  just  passed;  and  for  the  coming  year  Miss  Margaret 
McCloskey,  the  well  known  authority  on  primary  methods  will  have 
charge.  With  us,  also,  ethical  problems  are  kept  prominent.  We 
may  not  be  as  unique  as  w-e  think,  but  we  do  know  that  the  moral  tone 
of  our  school  is  praiseworthy.  W^e  endeavor  to  have  our  students 
aspire  to  the  dignity  implied  by  the  name  "young  man"  or  "young  wo- 
man;" for  we  like  to  develop  the  "manliness"  that  these  respective 
names  imply.  A  moral  man  or  woman  is  always  a  power  in  the  world, 
but  think  of  the  potentiality  of  a  cultured  and  moral  teacher.  To  this 
moral  atmosphere  we  attribute  the  fact  that  we  had  no  serious  ques- 
tions of  discijjline. 

W^e  enrolled  457  students  during  the  year,  a  gain  of  about  17  per 
cent,  over  the  previous  year.  We  graduated  a  class  of  49  as  compared 
with  35  the  year  previous.  Ninety-two  juniors  passed  the  examina 
tions,  and  more  than  a  hundred  sub-juniors.  All  the  departments 
of  the  school  were  in  good  hands,  and  some  additions  in  thf  way  of  ap- 
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paratus  and  reference  books  were  made  to  each.  In  the  department 
of  English  and  modern  languages,  we  are  especially  strong.  Our 
teacher,  Miss  Tucker,  is  an  honor  graduate  of  Toronto  University  and 
has  done  post  graduate  work  in  both  Toronto  and  Chicago  Universi- 
ties. Prof.  J,  M.  Morrison  has  been  a  member  of  this  faculty  for  about 
nine  years  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  to  all  friends  of  education 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  State.  He  has  charge  of  the  senior 
mathematics.  The  State  Board  of  Examiners  especially  commended 
his  classes.  We  have  been  greatly  gratified  at  the  ready  response  of 
our  students  toward  a  higher  standard  of  scholarship.  The  success 
of  our  students  in  securing  schools  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  esteem 
school  oflBcers  have  for  our  educational  methods.  If  we  can  continue 
to  merit  the  support  of  our  constituency  the  old  time  prestige  of  the 
school  is  assured.  In  library,  museum,  and  equipment  we  have 
reason  to  have  pride.  Our  library  is  being  used  as  a  literary  work- 
shop. It  contains  8,000  bound  volumes,  conveniently  classified,  and 
covering  a  wide  range  of  subjects.  A  reading  course  has  been  chosen 
for  the  juniors  as  well  as  the  seniors,  thus  requiring  the  students  to 
familiarize  themselves  with  a  portion  of  the  choicest  literature. 

All  of  the  best  current  magazines  and  a  number  of  the  highest  grade 
newspapers,  both  religious  and  secular,  are  in  our  reading  room.  At 
least  fifteen  of  the  best  school  papers  are  on  file,  thus  affording  a  large 
amount  of  current  professional  reading.  They  are  taught  to  cultivate 
a  judicious  habit  of  reading,  and  to  assimilate  what  they  read. 

Nature  work  and  child  study  have  had  due  prominence.  The 
junior-s  receive  one  lecture  a  week  from  Prof.  C.  A.  Peters,  our  science 
teacher,  on  ''methods"  of  teaching  the  nature  studies.  We  have 
found  that  without  some  such  course  in  junior  year  the  science  work 
of  the  seniors  in  the  model  school  is  very  crude.  It  seems  to  us  that 
the  junior  year  should  provide  some  elementary  science,  especially  in 
zoology.  We  are  encouraging  those  of  our  juniors  who  have  time  for 
it,  to  do  laboratory  work  in  chemistry  and  a  number  are  doing  so. 
This  elementary  science  should  certainly  precede  the  model  school 
work  of  senior  year. 

We  still  have  Prof.  W.  Most  at  the  head  of  our  art  department.  He 
is  a  genius  in  his  line  and  has  had  success  in  stimulating  his  students. 
As  librarian,  Mr.  Most  for  several  years  has  greatly  economized  the 
time  of  the  students  in  the  reading  room.  He  has  a  large  blackboard 
on  which,  twice  a  week,  he  summarizes  the  leading  current  events. 
This  is  very  helpful  and  is  appreciated  by  our  students. 

When  reference  is  made  to  the  elementary  course  of  our  normal 
schools,  we  are  inclined  to  be  captious  as  to  its  merits.  It  seems  to 
us  that  our  graduates  .should  know  more.  Can  we  not  extend  the 
course  so  that  the  diploma  will  mean  more?  If  it  were  not  granted 
until  the  student  had  finished  the  "regular"  (3  years')  normal  course. 
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we  could  not  only  send  out  better  equipped  teacliers,  but  time  would 
be  saved  to  those  of  our  graduates  who  might  aspire  to  a  college 
course.     This  is  by  way  of  digression  and  can  be  omitted. 

Our  school  is  delicient  in  gymnastic  apparatus  although  every  one 
of  our  regular  students  receives  a  systematic  course  in  physical  cul- 
ture and  calisthenics.  We  are  planning  for  enlarged  facilities  along 
these  lines.  Then,  too,  during  the  year  our  dining  room  capacity  was 
taxed  to  its  limit,  and  we  are  now  forced  to  face  the  problem  of  a  new 
dormiior}-.  \\'e  should  have  double  oui'  present  capacity  in  so  far  as 
lodging-rooms  for  students  and  boarding  accommodations  are  con- 
corned.  The  promising  outlook  for  the  coming  school  year  warrants 
us  in  saying  that  we  will  not  be  able  to  board  and  lodge  all  that  are 
likely  to  apply  for  rooms.  _ 

Our  retrospect  is,  in  the  main,  very  satisfactory  and  we  felicitate  the 
board  of  trustees,  and  all  friends  of  the  school  on  the  bright  auspices 
for  the  future.  The  men  who  have  stood  by  this  school  and  supported 
it  merit  the  approbation  of  all  good  citizens.  The  management  of 
this  institution  thanks  its  many  friends  for  their  support.  The  various 
superintendents  of  the  district  and  the  newspapers  have  greatly  aided 
us  and  to  all  we  extend  our  thanks.  The  cordial  support  of  the  School 
Department  has  been  of  the  greatest  service  and  is  gratefully  re- 
membered. 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT— CLARION. 


A.  J.  Davis,  Principal. 


Over  five  hundred  and  fifty  have  been  graduated  in  the  various 
courses  during  the  eleven  years  of  the  existence  of  this  school.  While 
scholarship  and  professional  training  have  been  held  important, 
greater  importance  has  been  given  to  character  in  estimating  the 
qualificatioL-S  of  the  young  teachers  trained  in  this  school. 

Closer  relations  with  the  high  schools  of  Western  Pennsylvania 
have  been  cultivated,  and  the  excellent  work  done  in  many  of  these 
schools  will  be  fully  recognized  by  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School. 
The  methods  and  aims  of  these  schools  are  so  different  that  there  is 
no  occasion  for  conflict  between  them,  any  more  than  for  trouble  be- 
tween colleges  and  theological  seminaries.  Each  has  its  field  of 
labor,  and  both  have  all  they  can  do  in  their  respective  departments. 

The  success  of  normal  graduates  in  all  grades  of  our  public  schools 
has  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  those  who  are  responsible  for  their 
creation  and  maintenance. 
19-C--98 
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39.  Lehigh 82,132  33 

40.  Luzerne,     215,033  35 

41.  Lycoming,  79,623  18 

42.  McKean : 47,f.-!S  74 

43.  Mercer C2, 1S4  01 

44.  Mifflin ; 23,294  74 

45.  Monroe,     23,583  76 

46.  Montgomery 114,487  82 

47.  Montour,    14, 873  10 

48.  Northampton 88, 798  72 

49.  Northumberland 79,380  06 

50.  Perry,    .     : 31,277  92 

51.  Pike,    10,792  14 

52.  Potter 31,910  OS 

53.  Schuylliill 174,732  57 

54.  Snyder 21,313  53 

55.  Somerset 47.453  91 

56.  Sullivan,    13,533  57 

57.  Susquehanna 49,646  99 

58.  Tioga 58,166  24 

59.  Union '. 17,74196 

60.  "Venango 51, 237  49 

61.  Warren 43,342  62 

62.  Washington ; 85, 420  87 

63.  Wayne 36,265  63 

64.  Westmoreland 130,140  32 

65.  Wyoming 20,719  98 

66.  York 118, 388  93 

67.  Philadelphia,    ..• 870,204  57 

Unexpended  balance 37,433  54 

Total $5,500,000  00 
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NAMES  OF  PERSONS  APPOINTED  BY  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUB- 
LIC INSTRUCTION  ON  THE  COMMITTEES  ON  PERMANENT  CERTIFI- 
CATES FOR  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES,  AS  AUTHORIZED  BY  THE  ACT 
OP  ASS>:MBLY,  APPROVED  JUNE  28TH,  1895.  P.  L.,  PAGE  417.  THE  AP- 
POINTMENT TO  DATE  FROM  NOVEMBER  15TH,  1898. 


ADAMS  COUNTY. 

M.  N.  Wehler,  East  Berlin.  Helen  L.  Cope,  Gettysburg. 

Melvin  J.  Cook,  Aspers, 

ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

T.  J.  George,  Carnegie,  Hallie  W.  Jack,  Braddock. 

W.  E.  Borger,  Sewickley, 

ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 

Rea  E.  F.  Coleman,  Dayton,  Luke  Shumaker,  Oakland. 

E.  T.  Hutchison,  Kittanning, 

BEAVER  COUNTY. 

John  A.  Bole,  Beaver  Falls,  Margaret  McComb,  New  Brighton. 

G.  B.  WaychofC,  Beaver, 

BEDFORD  COUNTY. 

C.  Leon  Brumbaugh,  Riddlesburg,  Ed.  S.  Ling,  Bedford. 
W.  C.  Donnelly,  Everett, 

BERKS  COUNTY. 

George  R.  Markel,  Boyertown,  Wm.  A.  Strieker,  Wernersville. 

Katharine  A.  Wanner,  Fleetwood, 

BLAIR  COUNTY. 

E.  S.  Kagarise,  Martinsburg,  Bertha  Mary  Taylor,  Martinsburg. 
J.  K.  Rltchey,  Roaring  Spi'ings, 

BRADFORD  COUNTY. 

F.  W.  Robbins,  Towanda,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Willett,  Troy. 
W.  L.  Rowlands,  Canton, 

BUCKS  COUNTY. 

E.  W.  Martindell,  Hulmeville,  Louise  White,  Morrisville. 

A.  James  Gayman,  Doylestown, 

BUTLER  COUNTY. 

George  Stewart.  Evans  City,  Adelaide  K.  Robinson,  Butler. 

D.  C.  Locke,  Zelienople, 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY. 

Geo.  A.  Ricketts,  802  Bedford  St.,  Johns-    O.  S.  Jamison.  Conemaugh, 
town,  Maggie  Shenkle,  Ebensburg. 

CAMERON  COUNTY. 

Harry  F.  Stauffer,  Emporium,  Sue  A.  Stutenroth,  Driftwood. 

John  C.  Hart,  Sinnamahonlng, 
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CARBON  COUNTY. 

A.  L.    :;uster,  Lehighton,  E.  E.  Scott,  Summit  Hill. 

S.  M.  dmjser,  Weissport, 

CENTRE  COUNTY. 

James  Gregg,  Mi]ep1)iirg.  Ella  Levy,  Bellefonte. 

J.  O.  Harpster,  Philii>sburg, 

CHESTER  COUNTY. 

Hannah  Epright,  Malvern,  Mrs.  Alida  G.  Dean,  CoatesvlUe. 

R.  S.  Macnamee,   Strafford, 

CLARION  COUNTY. 

S.  R.  Craig,  St.  Petersburg,  Harry  E.  Myers,  Strattonville. 

Emma  Rupert,  Foxburg, 

CLEARFIELD  COUNTY. 

Silas  Frampton,  Coalport,  B.  F.  Rinehart,  Houtzdale. 

Mary  C.  Reesman,  Curwensville, 

CLINTON  COUNTY. 

James  W.  Elliott,  Renovo,  Isaac  Rumberger,  Lock  Haven. 

Mabel  D.  Sweeley,  Salona, 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

E.  E.  Garr,  Berwick,  W.  C.  Mauser,  Bloomsburg. 

Harriett  Cook,  Centralia, 

CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 

C.  F.  Chamberlain,  Cambridge,  C.  O.  Rundel,  Conneautville. 
Euphenia  Haxton,  Meadville, 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

E.  L.  Cross,  Carlisle,  H.  A.  Mishler,  Mechanicsburg. 
Olive  G.  Gross,  Lemoyne, 

DAUPHIN  COUNTY. 

D.  H.  Romberger,  Williamstown,  Artalissa  I.  Bentley,  Steelton. 
Ola  Myers,  Middletown, 

DELAWARE   COUNTY. 

G.  Preston  Eckels,  Glenolden,  J.  Fred.  Parsons,  Upland. 

Anna  M.  Worrell,  Llanerch, 

ELK  COUNTY, 

Walter  M.  Peirce,  Ridgway,  Sarah  B.  Swift,  Ridgway. 

F.  W.  Goodwin,  Wilcox, 

ERIE  COUNTY. 

James  R.  Burns,  Erie,  Eva  B.  Haas,  Union  City. 

Jarr>es  I.  McLallen,  Girard, 

FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

L.  B.  Brownfield,  New  Haven,  Walter  E.  Thomas,  Uniontown. 

Ella  Skiff,  Connellsville, 

FOREST  COUNTY. 

C.  E.  Johnson,  Nebraska,  Ethel  Bowman,  Tionesta. 

C.  E.  Whitehill,  Marionville, 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

J.  Beam  Wingerd,  Chambersburg,  George  W.   Middlekauff,   Waynesboro. 

Agnes  R.  Small,  Mont  Alto 

FULTON  COUNTY. 

Elsie  Greathead,  McConnellsburg,  W.  H.  Rauck,  Hustontown. 

Mattie  C.  Palmer,  Needmore, 

GREENE  COUNTY. 

Phoebe  Wood,  Rutan,  J.  E.  Williamson,  Carmichaels. 

C.  W.  Earnest,  Oak  Forest, 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

J.  G.  Dell,  Huntingdon,  Anna  Lightner,  Neff' s  Mills. 

M.  H.  Stephens,  Warrior's  Mark, 

IxNTDIANA  COUNTY. 

W.  S.  Trainer,  Indiana,  H.  V.  Rowan,  Homer  City. 

J.  P.  Archibald,  Saltsburg, 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

R.  L   Armstrong,  Brockwayville,  A.  J.  Postlethwait,  Reynoldsville. 

J.  L.  Allison,  Punxsutawney, 

JUNIATA  COUNTY. 

W.  H.  Shemorry,  Patterson,  Bertha  A.  Robinson,  Academia. 

J.  H.  Deen,  Academia, 

LACKAWANNA  COUNTY. 

T.  G.  Osborne,  Moosic,  Wm.  A.  Kelly,  Archbald. 

Bertha  G.  Williams,  Peekville, 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

B.  F".  Heiges,  Manheim,  Daisy  Treichler,  Elizabethtown. 
Morris  W.  Metzger,  Marietta, 

LAWRENCE  COUNTY. 

George  C.  Thompson,  New  Castle,  Jane  McElwee,  New  Wilmington. 

R.  R.  Liebendorfer,  Mt.  Jackson, 

LEBANON  COUNTY. 

J.  B.  Batdorf,  Lickdale,  John  H.  AUeman,  Lebanon. 

Elvy  M.  Kilmer,  Myerstown, 

LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

W.  H.  S.  Miller,  Allentown,  J.  P.  Deibert.  Schnecksville. 

M.  P.  Reagle,  Hokendauiua, 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

F.  E.  Fickinger,  Plymouth,  Edw.  F.  Hanlon,  Freeland. 
J.  O.  Hermann,  Edwardsdale, 

LYCOMING  COUNTY. 

G.  B.  Milnor,  Muncy,  Maggie  Laird,  Jersey  Shore. 
M.  C.  Young,  Montoursville, 

McKEAN  COUNTY. 

C.  F.  Haughney,  Duke  Centre,  Geo.  M.  Valsing,  Bradford. 
Howard  M.  Wilson,  Custer  City, 
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MERCER  COUNTY. 

Alfred  J.  Mooney,  Grove  City,  Mary  E.  Dickson,  Greenville. 

Mary  F.  Snyder,  Utica,  Venango  Co., 

MIFFLIN  COUNTY. 

J.  T.  Baker,  Milroy,  M.  C.  Swigart,  McVeytown. 

Mary  L.  Wendt,  Lewistown, 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

C.  D.  Appenzeller,  Stroudsburg,  H.  L.  Reber,  East  Stroudsburg. 

H.  H.  Christian,  Marshall's  Creek. 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

A.  D.  Eisenhower,  Morristown,  Anna  M.  Comly,  Willow  Grove. 

Wm.  F.  Zeigler.  Ashbourne, 

MONTOUR  COUNTY. 

J.  M.  Hostetter,  Danville,  John  Long,  Mooresburg. 

Laura  H.  Moser,  LimejtouevlUe,  ^^ 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

Frank  Huth,  Nazareth,  Carrie  Beidler,  634  Mauch  Chunk  street, 

M.  L.  Home,  South  Bethlehem,  South  Easton. 

NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

Myron  Geddes,   Northumberland,  S.  C.  Yocum,  Shamokin. 

Lillian  Grove,  Chillisquaque, 

PERRY  COUNTY. 

John  C.  Wagner,  Newport,  Emma  C.  Rife,  Duncannon. 

J.  O.  Gray,  Marysville, 

PIKE  COUNTY. 

Bessie  Van  Etten,  Milford,  S.  A.  Johnson,  Matamoras. 

Carrie  L.  Hornbeck,  Dingman's  Ferry, 

POTTER  COUNTY. 

E.  W.  Stevens,  Coudersport,  Mrs.  Edith  Clulow,  Roulette. 

Clara  R.  Gridley,  Ulysses, 

SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 

W.  M.  Frank,  Gordon,  Wm.  S.  Thomas,  Wade. 

J.  F.  Derr,  Tamaqua, 

SNYDER  COUNTY. 

E.  B.  Wetzel,  Beavertown,  Mellie  Kempfer,  Beaver  Springs. 

T.  G.  Herrold,  Chapman, 

SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

Charles  R.  Shultz,  Somerset,  Edith  Zorn,  Berlin. 

J.  B.  Schrock,  Berlin, 

SULLIVAN  COUNTY.    . 

Chas.  L.  Lewis,  Nordmont,  Anna  Biddle,  Eagles  Mere. 

B.  Grace  Lawrence,  Lopez, 
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SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 

B.  E.  James,  Montrose,  E.  A.  Benson,  New  Milford. 

Anna  Doran,  Susquehanna, 

TIOGA  COUNTY. 

Minnie  M.  Mack,  Wellsboro,  George  B.  Strait,  Knoxville. 

E.  A.  Retan,  Tioga, 

UNION  COUNTY. 

John  H.  Wingert,  Lewisburg,  Annie  L.  Schnure,  Lewisburg. 

A.  E.  Hough,  Mifflinburg, 

VENANGO  COUNTY. 

F.  J.  Turnbull,  Oil  City,  Maud  M.  Morris,  Siverly, 
W.  G.  Ladds,  Franiclin, 

WARREN  COUNTY. 

E.  J.  Robinson,  Tidioute,  Marcie  I.  Flower,  115  Fifth  St.,  Warren 

W.  G.  Haupt,  Warren, 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

W.  E.  Bair,  Washington,  Ella  Porsythe,  Finleyville. 

J.  A.  Snodgrass,  Charleroi, 

WAYNE  COUNTY. 

Claude  L.  roon,    Hawley,  Minnie  Gay,  Milanville. 

W.  W.  Baker,  Honesdale, 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 

W.  W.  Fell.  Derry  Station,  Mary  Kendig,  Irwin. 

Hel      C.  Wilson,  Greensburg, 

WYOMING  COUNTY. 

Mark  C.  James,  Meshoppen,  Evalyn  Carlin,  Tunkhannock 

I.  F.  Bodle,  South  Eaton, 

YORK  COUNTY. 

Wm.  L.  Hoffhein's,  Hanover,  Annie  E.  Wellensick,  433  W.  Market  St., 

Chas.  E.  Smith,  Red  Lion,  York. 


NAMES  OF  THE  PERSONS  APPOINTED  ON  THE  COMMITTEES  ON  PER- 
MANENT CERTIFICATES  IN  THE  CITIES,  AS  AUTHORIZED  BY  THE 
ACT  OF  ASSEMBLY,  APPROVED  JUNE  28TH,  1895,  P.  L.,  PAGE  417. 


ALLEGHENY. 

George  A.  Spindler,  Allegheny,  R.  S.  Orr,  Allegheny. 

May  E.  Angney,  Allegheny, 

ALTOONA. 

James  A.  Stewart.  Hollidaysburg,  Geo.  D.  Robb,  410  Eighth  St.,  Altoona. 

Ella  G.  Burley,  803  Howard  avenue,  Al- 
toona, 
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CHESTER. 

Thos.  S.  Cole,  Chester,  Laura  E.  Reaney,  608  W.  8th  St..  Chester. 

Hannah  Sears,  2131  W.  3rd  St.,  Chester, 

HARRISBURG. 

W.  M.  Fahnestock,  1735  Third  St.,  Har-  Virginia  F.  Sample,  1506  Green  St.,  Har- 

rlsburg,  risburg. 

Virginia   Hoagland,   1401  N.   Front  St., 

Harrlsburg, 

LANCASTER. 

B.  W.  Fisher,  Lancaster,  Mary  M.  Musselman,  355  W.  Orange  St., 

Emma  Powers,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

McKEESPORT. 

M.  H.  Miller,  McKeesport,  Jessie   Russell,   Madison  ave.,   McKees- 

Clara  A.  Lawrence,  10th  ward,  McKees-       port, 
port. 

PITTSBURGH. 

John  Golden.  6  Whitney  Terrace,  Pitts-  Maiy  E.  Ellermeyer,   5540  Graham  Place, 

burgh.  Pittsburgh. 

H.  W.  Fisher,  350  Lehigh  avenue,  E.  E., 

Pittsburgh, 

READING. 

Kate  E.  Barton,  137  Reed  St.,  Reading,     Frank   Hankinson,   205   S.   Fifth   street, 

Reading. 

SCRANTON. 

Josephine   D.    Lees,   814   Gibson   street,   Lizzie  E.  Penman,  535  Madison  avenue, 

Scranton,  Scranton, 

David    Owens,   116   S.    Lincoln   avenue, 

Scranton, 

WILKES-BARRE. 

Thomas  Santee,  Wilkes-Barre,  Enola  B.  Guie,  Wllkes-Barre. 

Nan  S.  Coughlin,  Wilkes-Barre, 

WILLIAMSPORT. 

P.  M.  Bullard,  Newberry,  M.  Lizzie  Wood,  313  Park  ave.,  Willlams- 

S.  W.  Furst,  508  Market  St.,  Williams-      port. 
port, 
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PENNSILVANIA  SCHIHIL  OFFICERS 


Siipet-intcndent  of  Public  Instruction^ 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffek. 


Deputy  Supo'intcndents, 
Henry  Houck  and  John  O.  Stewart. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department, 
A.  D.  Glenn,  Financial  Clerk,    G.  W.  Haggerty,  Statistical  Clerk, 
Jacob  Heyser,  Recording  Clerk,     J.  O.  Knauss,  Messenger. 


Stenographer  and  Typezvriter, 
Mary  Y.  McReynolds. 


State  Normal  Schools. 


District. 


Principal. 


PostoflBce. 


First 

Second,  . . . 
Third,  .... 
Fourth,   . . . 

Fifth, 

Sixth,  

Seventh,  . . 
Eighth,  ... 
Ninth,   .... 

Tenth,   

Eleventh,  . 
Twelfth,  .. 
Thirteenth, 


George  M.  Philips,  . 

E.  0.  Lyte, 

George  B.  Hancher, 
George  P.  Bible,  . . . 

S.  H.  Albro 

Judson  P.  Welsh,  . . 
George  M.  D.  Eckels, 

James  Eldon,  

D.  J.  Waller,  Jr 

T.  B.  Noss,   

Albert  E.  Maltby,  . . 
J.  R.  Plickinger,  . . . 
A.  J.  Davis,    
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West  Chester. 

Millersville. 

Kutztown. 

E.  Stroudsburg. 

Mansfield. 

Bloomsburg. 

Shippensburg. 

Lock  Haven. 

Indiana. 

California. 

Slippery  Rock. 

Edinboro. 

Clarion. 
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County  Superintendents. 


Adams,  

Allegheny,  . . 
Armstrong,   . 

Beaver,  

Bedford,   

Berks,  

Blair 

Bradford,  . . . 

Bucks,  .• 

Butler, 

Cambria,  ... 
Cameron,  . . . 

Carbon,  

Centre,   . 

Chester,    

Clarion, 

Clearfield,  .. . 

Clinton,    

Columbia,  .. . 
Crawford,  . . 
Cumberland, 

Dauphin, 

Delaware,  . . . 

Elk 

Erie, 

Fayette,    

Forest, 

Franklin,   , . . 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon, 

Indiana 

Jefferson,   . . . 

Juniata, 

Lackawanna, 
Lancaster,  . . 
Lawrence,  . . 
Lebanon,    . . . 

Lehigh 

Luzerne,  . . . . 
Lycoming,   . . 

McKean, 

Mercer 

Mifflin, 

Monroe,  . . . . 
Montgomery, 
Montour 


J.  W.  Thoman, 

Samuel  Hamilton,   . . . 

VV.  M.  Jackson,  

Chester  A.  Moore, 

C.  J.  Potts,  

Eli  M.  Rapp, 

Henry  S.  Wertz,  

Herbert  S.  Putnam,  . . 

W.  H.  Blotter 

S.  L.  Cheeseman, 

T.  L.  Gibson, 

Mattie  M.  Collins, 

A.  S.  Beisel, 

C.  L.  Graraley, 

Frank  P.  Bye, 

W.  A.  Beer, 

G.  W.  Weaver 

W.  A.  Snyder, 

John  K.  Miller,  . .    . . . 

E.  M.  Mixer,  

Ira  L.  Bryner, 

R.  M.  McNeal, 

A.  G.  C.  Smith,  

J.  W.  Sweeney,  

Thomas  M.  Morrison, 

E.  F.  Porter 

E.  E.  Stitzinger, 

W.  F.  Zumbro 

Clem.  Chesnut, 

J.  L.  Hopton, 

S.G.Rudy 

A.  M.  Hammers, 

R.  B.  Teitrick 

Denny  M.  Marshall,  . . 

J.  C.  Taylor, 

M.  J.  Brecht 

Thomas  M.  Stewart,  . 

John  W.  Snoke 

Alvin  Rupp 

Torrence  B.  Harrison, 

J.  G.  Btcht 

John  E.  Myers, 

L.  R.  Eckles 

Geo.  T.  Cooper, , 

T.  H.  Serfass 

R.  F.  Hoffecker, 

William  D.  Steinbach, 


Abottstown $1,200  00 

Braddock 5,000  00 

Kittanning, 1,500  00 

Beaver, 1,500  00 

Bedford, 1,500  00 

Hamburg, 2,000  00 

Duncansville, 1,500  00 

Towanda, 2,000  00 

Doylestown,  1,500  00 

Portersville,  1,224  00 

Ebensburg,  1,700  00 

Driftwood, 1,000  00 

Lehighton 1,500  00 

Rebersburg,    1,800  00 

West  Chester,  2,000  00 

Callensburg, 1,200  00 

Clearfield, 2,000  00 

Salona 1,200  00 

Bloomsburg 1,075  50 

Carlisle,  1,400  00 

Meadvilie, 1,894  50 

Harrisburg 1,500  00 

Media 1,800  00 

Saint  Mary's, 1,500  00 

Erie 1,525  50 

Brownsville, 1,867  50 

Tionesta 1,200  00 

Chambersburg,   ...  1,500  00 

Hustontown 1,000  00 

Carmichaels, 1,000  00 

Huntingdon 1,350  00 

Indiana,  1,600  00 

Brookville,    1,260  00 

Walnut 1,000  00 

Scranton 3.000  00 

Lancaster 2.500  00 

Mount  Air,  1,000  00 

Annville,   1,700  00 

Allentown,    1,500  00 

Wilkes-Barre,    2,500  00 

Muncy,  2,000  00 

Smethport,    1,500  00 

Mercer 1.500  00 

Lewistown, ^  1.000  00 

Gilberts,    '  1.000  00 

Norristown, I  2,500  00 

Danville,    [  1,000  00 
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County  Sdferintendent.s— continued. 


Northampton,  .. . 
Northumberland, 

Perry,   

Pike,   

Potter, 

Schuylliill,  

Snyder,  

Somerset 

Sullivan, 

Susquehanna,  . . . 

Tioga,   

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington, 

Wayne 

Westmoreland,  . . 

Wyoming 

York,  


William  F.  Hoch, I  Easton, 

Ira  Shipman Sunbury 

Ezra  H.  Bryner,  New  Bloomfield... 

George  Sawyer, Millrift 

Anna  Bodler,  Germania 

G.  W.  Weiss Schuylkill  Haven, 

F.  C.  Bowersox, [  Middleburg,   

E.  E.  Pritts '  Somerset 

F.  W.  Meylert, Laporte 

Charles  E.  Moxley j  Hallstead,  

H.  E.  Raesly '  Wellsboro,    

Daniel  P.  Stapl^ton, |  Lewisburg,   

John  F.  Blgler,  Franklin, 

H.  M.  Putnam, J  Warren,  

F.  R.  Hall 

D.  L.  Hower,  

W.  W.  Ulerich 

Frank  H.  Jarvis 

D.  H.  Gardner, 


Washington,  . 
Honesdale,  . . . 
Greensburg,  . . 
Tunkhannock, 
York, 


?1,500  00 
1,650  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
2,650  00 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,100  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
2,500  00 
1,000  00 
2,000  00 


City,  Borough  and  Town'ship  Superintendents. 


City,  Borough 
or  Township. 


Allegheny 

Alleutown 

Altoona 

Ashland 

Beaver  Falls,  . . 

Bethlehem,    

Braddock,  

Bradford 

Bristol,   

Butler, 

Carbondale, 

Carlisle,    

Chambersbnrg,  . 

Chester 

Columbia,    

Conshohocken,  . 

Corry 

Danville 

Du  Bois,  ... 

44--G-98 


Name. 


Postofflce. 


Salary. 


John  Morrow, Allegheny, $3, 

Francis  D.  Raub, Allentown 1 

D.  S.  Keith, Altoona,  1 

William  C.  Estler,  Ashland 1 

Charles  J.  Boak, Beaver  Falls, 1 

Geo.  W.  Twitmyer Bethlehem,  1 

John  S.  Keefer Braddock 1 

E.  E.  Miller ,  [  Bradford,  2 

Louise  D.   Baggs,  

John  A.  Gibson 

John  J.  Forbes 

S.  B.  Shearer 

Samuel  Gelwix,  

Charles  F.  Foster,  . . , 

S.  H.  Hoffman 

J.  Horace  Landis, 

A.  D.  Colegrove,  

James  C.  Houser, 

W.  L.  Greene, 


Bristol, 

Butler,    

Carbondale,  

Carlisle 

Chambersburg, 

Chester,  1 

Columbia 1 

Conshohocken, 1 

Corry 1 

Danville 1 

Du  Bois, 1 


000  00 
,500  00 
,800  00 
,200  00 
,600  00 
,700  00 
,600  00 
,000  00 
800  00 
,200  00 
,350  00 
,200  00 
,000  00 
800  00 
,5U0  00 
,200  00 
,500  00 
,233  33 
,000  00 
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City,  Borough  and  Township  Superi? 

JTENDENTS— Continued. 

City,  Borough 
or  Township. 

Name. 

Postoffice. 

Salary. 

Dunmore                 

E.  D.  Bovard,  

Dunmore, 

Easton, 

Erie, 

.Hazleton, 

Franklin, 

Greensburg,   

Harrisburg,    

Hazleton,  

Hazleton,  

Homestead 

Huntingdon, 

Johnstown,  

Lancaster, 

Lebanon,  

Lock  Haven, 

Bryn  Mawr 

McKeesport 

Mahanoy  City 

St.  Nicholas, 

Meadville,  

Middletown,  

Dravosburg,   

Milton,  

Mount  Carmel, 

Nanticoke 

New  Brighton 

New  Castle, 

Wanamie,   

Norristown 

Larimer 

Oil  City, 

$200  00 

Easton    

William  W.  Cottingham,. 
H.  C.  Missimer, 

Joseph  B.  Gabrio, 

N.  P.  Kinsley,  

2,000  00 

Erie   

3,000  00 

Foster  township,  (Lu- 
zerne CO.),   

1,000  00 

Franklin    

1,800  00 

Greensburg, 

A.  M.  Wyant,  

Lemuel  0.  Foose,  

David  A.  Harman, 

John  J.  Mulhall 

John  C.  Kendall,   

Kimber  Cleaver, 

J.  M.  Berkey 

R.  K.  Buehrle,  

Cyrus  Boger,   

John  A.  Robb,  ; 

1,500  00 

Harrisburg,  

2,000  00 

Hazleton,  

1,800  00 

Hazle   township,    (Lu- 
zerne CO.) 

Homestead,  

Huntingdon,   

1,500  00 
1,600  00 
1,200  00 

Johnstown,   

2,000  00 

Lancaster,   

2,000  00 

Lebanon     

1,200  00 

Lock  Haven 

1,100  00 

Lower     Merion     twp., 

(Montg'ry  co.) 

McKeesport,   

J.  I.  Robb 

H.  F.  Brooks 

1,200  00 
1,800  00 

Mahanoy  City,  

Mahanoy        township, 

(Schuylkill  county), 

Meadville 

William  N.  Ehrhart,     . . . 

Frank  J.  Noonan, 

Henry  V.  Hotchkiss, 

H.  H.  Weber,  

J.  M.  Reed 

Lewis  A.  Beardsley, 

Samuel  H.  Dean, 

1,650  00 

1,500  00 
1,800  00 

Middletown 

1,050  00 

Mifflin  township,   (Al- 
legheny CO.), 

Milton,    

1,600  00 
1,500  00 

Mount  Carmel,  . . . 

1,350  00 

Nanticoke 

John  W.  Griffiths, 

J.  B.  Richey,  ...    

J.  W.  Canon, 

1,500  00 

New  Brighton 

New  Castle 

1,500  00 
1,800  00 

Newport        township, 

(Luzerne  co.) 

Norristown 

James  A.  Dewey,  

Joseph  K.  Gotwals,  

0.  H.  Warnock 

1,500  00 
1,800  00 

North         Huntingdon 
township,         (West- 
moreland county),.. 

1,050  00 

Oil  City,  

C.  A.  Babcock,   

2,000  00 

Philadelphia,    

Phoenixville 

Pittsburgh,    

Edward  Brooks 

Harry  F.  Leister, 

George  J.  Luckey,  

William  W.  Rupeit, 

B    F.  Patterson,     

George  H.  Wilson,  

Ebenezer  Mackey 

Philadelphia,   

Phoenixville,   

Pittsburgh,  

Pottstown, 

Pottsville 

Wayne 

Reading,    

5,000  00 
1,300  00 
4,000  00 

Pottstown 

1,500  00 

Pottsville,    

2,000  00 

Radnor           township, 

(Delaware  county),. 

Reading 

1,500  00 
2,500  00 
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City,  Boroucii  .\nd  Township  Superintendents— Continued. 


City,  Borough 
or  Township. 

Name. 

Postofl&ce.            Salary. 

Scranton 

Geo.  Howell, 

William  F.  Harpel, 

Scranton $2,500  00 

Shamokin,     

Shamokin 1.800  00 

Sharon,  

James  A.  McLaughry,. ...    Sharon, 1,500  00 

Shenandoah 

J.  W.  Cooper,  Shenandoah 1.800  00 

South  Bethlehem 

Owen  R.  Wilt    

South   Bethlehem,.     1,200  00 

South  Chester,  

South  Easton, 

Steelton    

J.  C.  Hockenberry 

A.  J.  LaBarre 

L.  E.  McGinnes, 

C.  D.  Oberdorf 

R.  F.  Ditchburn,  

Henry  Pease 

C.   E.   Kauffman,    

Lee  Smith,    

Thurlow 1,050  00 

South  Easton,  ....  1,100  00 
Steelton,    1,500  00 

Sunbury, 

Sunbury,    1,200  00 

Tamaqua 

Tamaqua, 1,300  00 

Titusville, 

Titusville,  2,000  00 

Tyrone,    

Tyrone, 1,400  00 

Uniontown,   

Uniontown 1,300  00 

West  Chester    

Addison  Jones, 

West  Chester,  1,800  00 

Wilkes-Barre 

Williamsport 

James  M.  Coughlin, 

Charles  Lose,  

Wilkes-Barre 2,800  00 

Williamsport,    1,800  00 

York,   

Atreus  Wanner,   

York 1,800  00 
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BIENNIAL    REPORT 


OF 


HIGHER    EDUCATION 


IN 


P^e^  rT^  rT.*^3^1  A^^  rTii^ . 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  31,  1898. 
To  His  Excellency,  Daniel  H.  Hastings,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir:  In  accordance  with  section  10,  of  the  act  of  June  2G,  1895, 
creating  the  College  and  Unirersity  Council,  I  have  the  honor  here- 
with to  submit  the  Second  Biennial  Keport  on  Higher  Education  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Very  respectfully, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  Ex-officio  Secretary  of  the 
College  and  University  Council. 
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COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY  COUNCIL. 


Ex-Officio  Members. 
Governor,  DANIEL  H.  HASTINGS. 

Attorney  General,  HENRY  C.  McCORMICK. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  NATHAN  C. 
SCHAEFFER. 

Members  Appointed  by  the  Governor. 

Provost  C.  C.  HARRISON, 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

GEORGE  W.  ATHERTON, 
President  State  College,  State  College,  Pa. 

W.  J.  HOLLAND, 
Chancellor  Western  University,  Allegheny  City,  Pa. 

THEO.  L.  SEIP, 
President  Muhlenberg  College,  Allentown,  Pa. 

J.  D.  MOFFAT, 
President  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  Washington,  Pa. 

GEORGE  E.  REED, 
President  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

G.  M.  PHILIPS, 
Principal  State  Normal  School,  West  Chester,  Pa. 

EDWARD  BROOKS, 
City  Superintendent,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

JAMES  M.  COUGHLIN, 
Superintendent,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 
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Official  Document,  No.  G. 


BIENNIAL  REPORT 


ON 


Higher  Education  in  Pennsylvania. 


To  the  Honorable  Members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives: 

Gentlemen:  During  the  two  years  ending  January  1,  1899,  the  Col 
lege  and  University  Council  held  three  meetings.  At  the  meeting 
held  on  May  24,  1897,  the  Council  approved  the  application  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the 
United  States  for  an  enlargement  of  its  charter  powers,  giving  the 
institution  the  right  to  confer  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity 
upon  students  completing  a  post  graduate  course  in  Theology.  At 
the  meetings  held  on  October  4  and  December  8,  1898,  the  biennial 
report  on  Higher  Education  was  discussed,  amended  and  adopted, 
and  other  important  business  was  transacted.  Since  no  appropria- 
tion has  been  made  to  cover  tbe  expenses  of  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, these  expenses  have  been  borne  by  the  members  themselves,  and 
the  services  of  the  Council  have  thus  far  been  rendered  without  any 
expense  to  the  State. 

Although  colleg-es  and  universities  educate  the  few,  their  work 
benefits  society  as  a  whole.  Through  the  men  and  women  whoni  they 
prepare  for  technical  and  professional  work,  they  reach  the  multi- 
tudes and  indirectly  promote  the  welfare  of  those  who  do  not  value 
the  things  of  the  mind  and  have  no  appreciation  of  the  blessings  of 
the  higher  life.  They  belong  to  that  class  of  institutions  concerning 
which  President  Eliot,  of  Harvard,  in  a  communication  to  a  commis- 
sion appointed  by  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  wrote  as  follows: 

"A  single  sentence  may  be  given  to  the  utility  of  that  class  of  in- 
stitutions which  I  may  be  su])posed  to  speak  for — the  institutions  of 
advanced  education — the  academies,  colleges,  scientific  and  technical 
schools,  pj^ofessional  schools  and  seminaries,  art  collections  and  mu- 
seums of  natural  history.     All  the  professions  called  learned  or  sci- 
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entific  are  fed  by  theso  institutions;  the  whole  school  system  depends 
upon  them,  and  could  not  be  maintained  in  efficiency  without  them; 
they  foster  piety,  art,  literature  and  poetry;  they  gather  in  and  pre- 
serve the  intellectual  capital  of  the  race,  and  are  the  storehouses  of 
the  acquired  knowledge  on  which  invention  and  progress  depend; 
they  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  knowledge;  they  maintain  the  stand- 
ards of  honor,  public  duty,  and  public  spirit,  and  diffuse  the  refine- 
ment, culture  and  spirituality  without  which  added  wealth  would 
only  be  added  grossness  and  corruption." 

In  making  the  Report  on  Higher  Education  the  Council  deems  it 
proper 

1.  To  refer  to  flagrant  abuses  in  the  conferring  of  the  degrees  to 
which  the  Legislature  has  attached  legal  value  in  the  granting  of 
licenses  to  practice  medicine  and  to  engage  in  the  vocation  of  teaching 
in  the  public  schools. 

2.  To  call  attention  to  the  effect  of  the  examinations  by  the  State 
Boards  upon  the  conferring  of  degrees  in  medicine  and  upon  med- 
ical education  in  general. 

8.  To  record  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  to  make  college  and 
university  degrees  mean  what  they  w-ere  intended  to  signify. 

4.  To  commend  the  good  work  of  our  higher  institutions  which 
because  done  noiselessly,  is  apt  to  escape  public  notice. 

5.  To  draw  special  attention  to  the  progress  made  in  standards  of 
admission  and  graduation,  in  buildings,  libraries,  laboratories,  ob- 
servatories and  endowment  funds. 

6.  And  finally  to  emphasize  the  services  along  new  lines  which 
colleges  and  universities  are  rendering  in  the  spread  of  scientific  and 
other  information  among  our  people,  especially  among  those  engaged 
in  farming  and  in  teaching. 

CONFERRING  M.  D.  UPON  A  HOSTLER  AND  OTHER  ABUSES. 

In  the  year  1897  the  Independent  Medical  College  of  Chicago 
granted  a  diploma  to  Mr.  A.  F.  Niess,  conferring  upon  him  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Mr.  Niess  had  been  employed  for  several 
years  as  hostler  by  one  of  the  physicians  of  Williamsport.  He  had 
no  knowledge  whatever  of  medicine  as  a  science  and  an  art.  Twenty- 
five  dollars  were  paid  for  the  diploma  with  the  promise  by  letter  of 
fifty  dollars  more  the  ensuing  spring,  or  as  soon  as  the  money  was 
earned. 

The  Williamsport  Times,  from  whose  issue  of  November  19,  1897, 
the  foregoing  facts  were  taken,  quotes  from  the  Chicago  Record  of 
November  5th  the  following: 

Out  on  the  West  Side  is  the  Independent  Medical  College  that 
grants  a  diploma  to  any  young  man  possessing  seventy-five  dollars 
in  good  United  States  currency.     The  diploma  is  elaborate  and  en- 


No.  6.  HIGHER   EDUCATION.  699 

titles  the  holder  to  pr;i(licc  as  plivsiciaii  in  a  limilcd  number  of 
states.  Besides  the  fee  the  college  also  requires  that  the  candidate 
present  answers  to  certain  questions — questions  that  can  be  taken 
home  and  answered  whenever  convenient. 

The  Independent  Medical  College  occupies  the  west  end  of  the 
second  llooi-  at  the  People's  Institute,  Leavett  and  Van  Buren  streets. 
The  accommodations  consist  of  a  corridor  and  about  six  small  rooms. 
Dr.  J.  Armstrong,  the  president,  yesterday  outlined  the  methods  of 
the  college.  According  to  the  doctor,  the  theory  of  the  Independent 
Medical  College  is  that  ability  and  not  length  of  time  of  study  is 
what  should  be  taken  into  account  in  estimating  the  capacity  of  a 
medical  student.  He  explained  at  length  that  some  men  could  learn 
as  much  in  one  year  as  others  in  four  years.  A  student  could  enter 
.  the  College  and  would  receive  his  diploma  just  as  soon  as  the  presi- 
dent was  satisfied  as  to  his  ability.  The  fee  for  the  entire  course 
would  be  one  hundred  and  lifty  dollars. 

When  asked  if  it  would  not  be  possible  to  get  a  diploma  without 
taking  any  course  at  all,  Dr.  Armstrong  proceeded  to  explain  the  ex- 
amination system,  with  an  apology  for  not  having  referred  to  it 
before.  He  produced  a  printed  paper  with  heading:  ^'Important  to 
Candidates  Desiring  to  Graduate."  This  contained  a  list  of  questions 
with  instructions  as  to  answering  them, 

"We  do  not  care  so  much  for  technicalities,"  said  the  doctor,  "as  we 
do  for  common  sense.  If  we  think  he  can  safely  be  trusted  to  start 
out  and  practice,  we  furnish  him  with  a  diploma.  And  we  caution 
him  not  to  treat  ditlKcult  cases  and  to  avoid  surgical  operations." 

In  justice  to  Mr.  Neiss  it  should  be  said  that  he  does  not  intend 
to  practice  medicine.  He  consented  to  the  use  of  his  name  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  the  honesty  of  the  institution  whose  faculty  had 
issued  a  diploma  to  a  certain  quack  who  was  arrested  seven  times  for 
practicing  medicine  without  a  license.  The  case  never  came  up  for 
trial  because  the  party  forfeited  his  bail  of  |4,000,  of  which  amount 
about  |2,000  was  paid  by  the  bondsmen,  the  remainder  being  remitted 
b}'  the  court. 

A  somewhat  similar  case  was  tried  in  McKean  county.  No  better 
reason  could  be  found  for  the  creation  of  examination  boards  to  issue 
licenses  to  those  intending  to  practice  medicine.  Tinder  the  stimulus 
of  the  special  boards  which  now  examine  candidates  in  medicine, 
pharmacy,  dentistry  and  veterinary  medicine,  the  courses  of  study 
have  been  lengthened,  the  standard  of  graduation  has  been  raised, 
and  unworthy  applicants  holding  diplomas  issued  like  the  above 
have  been  excluded  from  the  profession.  It  is  no  longer  possible  for 
a  young  man  w^ho  has  tailed  to  pass  under  a  county  superintendent 
the  examination  for  a  provisional  certificate,  to  enter  a  medical  col- 
lege and  graduate  in  two  years. 
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THE  EFFECi  OF  THE  EXAMINATIONS  HELD  UNDER  THE  SUPERVISION 
OF  THE  MEDICAL  COUNCIL. 

In  the  endowed  literary  colleges  the  professors  receive  a  fixed 
salary';  their  income  does  not  depend  upon  the  number  of  students  in 
attendance.  In  most  of  the  medical  colleges  the  income  of  the  reg- 
ular professor  depends  upon  the  number  of  students  who  pay  tuition 
fees;  hence  it  was  natural  to  aim  at  as  large  an  attendance  as  pos- 
sible. So  long  as  the  better  colleges  were  under  the  necessity  of  com- 
peting with  those  having  lower  standards  of  admission  and  gradua- 
tion, human  nature  could  not  be  very  rigid  in  the  rejection  of  can- 
didates for  the  doctor's  degree,  because  the  rejected  applicant  could 
always  find  a  chartered  institution  like  the  one  in  Chicago  ready  to 
grant  diplomas  upon  the  most  meagre  attainments,  if  there  was 
money  to  pay  the  necessary  fees. 

If  a  college  acquired  the  reputation  of  rigid  final  examinations,  the 
students  flocked  to  the  easier  colleges.  The  creation  of  state  exam- 
inations is  changing  this  tendency.  Under  the  present  system  all 
the  colleges  must  raise  their  standard  to  the  requirements  of  the 
law,  and  if  any  college  fails  to  prepare  its  students  for  the  state  ex- 
amination, it  must  succumb  in  the  competition  with  the  colleges  hav- 
ing the  best  equipment  and  the  best  methods  of  instruction.  The 
first  year  after  the  board  was  organized  one  college  threw  25  per 
cent,  of  its  men,  because  it  knew  they  would  not  pass  the  board.  The 
year  before  the  percentage  of  rejected  applicants  was  between  3 
und  4. 

"The  effect,"  says  Dr.  Korndoerfer,  "has  been  to  strengthen  in 
every  way  the  colleges  of  the  better  class.  The  whole  movement 
has  been  in  the  interest  of  the  colleges,  and  has  unquestionably 
raised  the  standard  for  entrance  to  the  medical  profession.  The 
classes  in  the  better  institutions  have  been  larger.  Under  the  old 
system  the  better  colleges  were  forced,  in  a  degree  at  least,  to  com- 
pete with  the  poorer.  Now  the  poorer  colleges  must  succumb  or 
raise  the  standard.  The  better  element  in  the  colleges  has  wanted 
this  for  years,  but  could  not  get  support.  It  now  has  this  support 
from  the  State." 

THE  PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  OF  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  Medical  Council  is  not  empowered  by  law  to  regulate  the 
admission  of  students  into  our  medical  colleges.  The  act  of  May  18, 
ISf).*^.  specifies  a  competent  common  school  education  as  one  of  the 
qualifications  of  those  who  desire  to  obtain  a  license  to  practice 
medicine  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  minimum  of  educational 
qualification  required  by  this  act  may  be  inferred  from  other  acts  of 
Assembly  which  prescribe  that  the  branches  to  be  taught  in  the  com- 
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mou  schools  shall  iiiclucle  orthography,  rcadiiif;-,  wrilinj;-,  gcoj^iai)!;;-, 
Eii';lish  j,Maminar,  arithmetic,  history  of  the  United  States,  physiology 
and  hygiene.  The  test  in  physiology  and  hygiene  can  safely  be  left 
to  the  several  INIedical  Examining  Boards,  but  since  these  boards 
are  not  authorized  to  examine  applicants  in  the  other  branches  of  a 
common  school  education,  the  Medical  Council  has  arranged  for  a 
preliminary  examination  to  be  hiJd  twice  each  year  in  Philadel])hia 
and  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  The  College  and  University  Council 
heartily  approves  this  action  of  the  Medical  Council,  for  hitherto 
the  education  of  some  who  practice  medicine  has  been  lamentably 
deficient.  A  member  of  one  of  the  Medical  Examining  Boards 
showed  a  rei)orter  a  list  of  forty-nine  words  taken  from  the  paper  of 
one  candidate  spelled  after  some  system  not  approved  by  any  lexi- 
cographer in  the  wide  world.  One  of  the  words  misspelled  was  the 
name  of  a  medicine  which  no  druggist  would  have  recognized  in  its 
new  form.  Blunders  were  made  in  the  examination  in  anatomy  of 
which  no  man  holding  a  diploma  should  be  guilty. 

With  more  practitioners  in  proportion  to  the  population  than  are 
found  in  any  other  country,  the  United  States  of  America  can  well 
afford  to  insist  on  higher  standards  of  education  as  a  measure  of  pro- 
tection to  the  people. 

The  College  and  University  Council  approves  the  action  of  the 
Medical  Council  in  accepting  in  lieu  of  the  preliminary  examination 
the  diplomas  of  students  who  have  completed  a  literary,  scientific  or 
classical  course  in  some  institution  of  recognized  standing  and  effi- 
ciency. This  policy  will  encourajre  schools  of  the  higher  grade,  and 
stimulate  our  youth  to  make  better  preparation  for  professional  study. 
It  is  earnestly  recommended  that  students  fitting  themselves  for 
the  study  of  medicine  shall  select  courses  of  study  which  include 
physics,  chemistry  and  Latin. 

THE  MEANING  OF  DEGREES. 

Another  step  in  the  direction  of  making  degrees  mean  more  than 
heretofore  was  taken  by  the  Convention  of  Normal  School  Princi- 
pals in  their  action  abolishing  the  Bachelor's  degree  which  was  for- 
merly conferred  at  the  end  of  the  two  years'  elementary  course.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  has  never  been 
conferred  by  the  State  Normal  Schools  of  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  degrees  of  B.  A.  and  B.  S.  can  be  still 
obtained  in  Pennsylvania  as  the  result  of  four  years  of  study  by  those 
who  have  only  a  knowledge  of  the  common  branches  at  the  beginning 
of  their  four  years'  course.  Sometimes  a  portion  of  the  four  years 
is  spent  in  teaching  or  other  lucrative  work  and  not  in  study.  This 
cheapening  of  degrees  impairs  their  value,  confuses  the  educational 
system,  and  fools  parents  into  the  belief  that  their  sons  and  daughters 


702  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

are  getting  a  college  training,  when  in  reality  it  must  be  largely  that 
of  a  preparatory  school.  Either  the  courses  of  study  should  be 
lengthened,  or  the  institution  should  cease  to  confer  college  degrees. 
A  splendid  example  of  honesty  in  refusing  to  bestow  degrees  is 
that  of  the  college  founded  by  the  unparalled  munificence  of  Phila- 
delphia's greatest  philanthropist,  b>tephen  Girard.  The  policy  of 
this  institution  and  the  work  which  it  is  doing  deserve  in  this  connec- 
tion more  than  a  passing  notice. 

THE  EXAMPLE  OF  GIRARD  COLLEGE. 

Stephen  Giiard  was  an  inveterate  enemy  of  all  sham  and  false  pre- 
tence. The  college  which  he  endowed  and  which  bears  his  name 
has  steadily  shown  its  hostility  to  educational  sham  and  false  pre- 
tence by  refusing  to  confer  the  customary  degrees;  because  in  carry- 
ing out  the  will  of  its  founder  the  courses  of  instruction  were  shaped 
so  as  to  give  its  students  an  education  different  from  that  given  by 
the  strictly  literary  colleges.  In  the  directions  which  he  gave  for 
the  education  of  the  boys  admitted  into  the  college  he  says: 

^'They  shall  be  instructed  in  the  various  branches  of  a  sound  edu- 
cation, comprehending  reading,  writing,  grammar,  arithmetic,  ge- 
ography, navigation,  surveying,  practical  mathematics,  astronomj^, 
natural,  classical  and  experimental  philosophy,  the  French  and  Span- 
ish languages  (I  do  not  forbid,  but  1  do  not  recommend,  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages),  and  such  other  learning  and  science,  as  the 
capacities  of  the  several  scholars  may  merit  or  warrant.  I  would 
have  them  taught  facts  and  things,  rather  than  words  and  signs. 
And.  especially,  I  desire  that  by  every  proper  means  a  pure  attach- 
ment to  our  republican  institutions,  and  to  the  sacred  rights  of  con- 
science, as  guaranteed  by  our  happy  constitutions  shall  be  formed 
and  fostered  in  the  minds  of  the  scholars.'" 

The  will  gave  explicit  directions  as  to  the  location  and  erection 
of  the  buildings,  the  organization  of  the  faculty  and  the  admission 
of  the  orphans.  Preference  is  given,  first  to  orphans  born  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  (the  old  city  with  limits  as  they  existed  at  the  death 
of  Mr.  Girard),  secondly  to  those  born  in  any  other  part  of  Pennsyl 
vania,  thirdly  to  those  born  in  the  city  of  New  York  (the  first  port  on 
tjie  continent  of  North  America  at  which  Mr.  Girard,  who  was  a  native 
of  France,  arrived);  and  lastly  to  those  born  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans (the  first  port  in  the  said  continent  at  which  he  traded,  in  the 
first  instance  as  first  officer  and  subsequently  as  master  and  part 
owner  of  a  vessel  and  cargo).  Up  to  date  the  admissions  have  been 
exclusively  from  Pennsylvania. 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  this  part  of  his  will  he  bequeathed 
two  million  dollars  and  very  valuable  real  estate  in  Philadelphia 
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aud  elsewhei'o.  No  trust  has  ever  been  mauaged  ^vitll  greater  skill 
aud  more  sigual  success.  In  titty  years  the  roll  of  pupils  has  in- 
creased from  100  to  1,500;  the  endowment  fund  from  an  estimated 
value  of  15,000,000  to  an  estimated  value  of  .f 20,000,000,  whilst  $15,- 
000,000  have  been  I'xpended  in  tin.'  maintenance  and  enlargement  of 
the  coUegt^.  A  main  edihce,  famous  for  its  marble  portico  and 
tliirty-four  Corinthian  coluiujis,  and  four  smaller  buildings,  two  on 
the  East  side  and  two  on  the  ^\'est  side  of  the  main  building,  were 
the  original  buildings.  To  these  have  been  added  fourteen  others, 
constructed  in  harmony  with  those  first  completed,  all  fully  equipped, 
affording  a  home,  a  training  and  educational  facilities  unequalled 
by  those  of  any  other  institution  for  orphans  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe. 

AVith  such  magnilicent  resources  it  would  have  been  easy  to  try 
new  experiments  in  education,  to  secure  teachers  capable  of  filling 
professorships  of  every  conceivable  kind,  to  formulate  courses  of 
study  ending  in  newly  invented  degrees,  and  to  make  a  show  before 
the  world  in  the  direction  of  supposed  educational  reforms  that  would 
have  dazzled  the  multitude.  True  to  the  aim  and  spirit  of  the 
founder,  the  authorities  of  Girard  College  sought  to  bring  the  bless- 
ings of  the  home  and  the  school  to  as  large  a  number  of  orphans  as 
the  revenues  would  permit;  and  the  careers  of  the  thousands  who 
have  gone  forth  from  the  institution  to  lead  useful  and  honorable 
lives  have  shown  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  pursued. 

The  semi-centennial  of  the  opening  of  the  college  was  celebrated 
January  3,  1896.  Speeches  were  made  by  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Reed, 
KS])eaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  Hon.  Marriott  Brosius, 
I^fember  of  Congress  from  Pennsylvania ;  Mayor  Charles  F.  Warwick, 
of  Philadelphia;  Gen.  Louis  Wagner,  President  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  City  Trusts;  President  E.  D.  Warfield,  of  Lafayette  Col- 
lege; President  A.  H.  Fetterolf,  of  Girard  College,  and  others.  In 
these  addresses  due  stress  was  laid  upon  the  wdsdom  and  foresight 
of  Philadelphia's  greatest  philanthropist  as  shown  in  the  history  of 
the  college  and  in  the  successs  of  its  graduates.  One  paragraph  in 
the  address  of  Dr.  Fetterolf,  who  has  been  the  efficient  President 
since  1882,  is  deserving  of  special  attention  from  those  who  are 
charged  with  the  duty  of  fitting  youth  for  complete  living.  ''Under 
the  will  of  the  founder,"  says  President  Fetterolf,  "the  boys  on  leaving 
the  College  are  'to  be  bound  out'  'to  suitable  occupations,  as  those  of 
agriculture,  navigation  and  mechanical  trades,  arts  and  manufac- 
tures.' While  the  old  apprentice  system  which  obtained  in  Mr 
Girard's  time,  was  a  help  and  a  convenience  in  the  early  history  of 
the  college,  it  gradually  became  a  serious  hindrance.  Employers  re- 
fused to  enter  into  the  obligation  of  master,  and  the  average  boy 
disliked  the  idea  of  being  an  indentured  apprentice  bound  to  an  em- 
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plojer  for  a  definite  number  of  years,  so  that  binding  out  grew  more 
and  more  into  disfavor,  until  it  finally  became  a  question  of  whether 
we  should  give  up  apprenticing,  or  close  to  our  boys  many  avenues 
of  business  offering  the  best  opportunities  for  bright  and  energetic 
lads.  The  Board  of  Directors  wisely  chose  the  former  alternative. 
Under  our  present  system,  when  a  boy  has  found  suitable  eipploy- 
ment,  or  has  reached  the  age  when  the  authorities  think  he  should 
no  longer  remain  in  the  institution,  his  college  indenture  is  cancelled, 
and  he  is  returned  to  his  mother  or  next  friend.  While  we  consider 
ourselves  thus  legally  relieved  from  all  responsibility,  we  still  keep 
an  oversight  over  the  boy  until  he  becomes  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
Our  Superintendent  of  Admissions  and  Indentures  visits,  as  far  as 
he  is  able,  all  boys  under  twenty-one  years  of  age  at  least  once  a  year." 
A  thoroughly  equipped  school  for  manual  training,  laboratories  in 
physics  and  chemistry,  instruction  in  typew^riting  and  shorthand,  sys- 
lematic  voice  culture,  with  instruction  in  sight  reading  and  part  sing- 
ing, thrift  teaching  by  which  the  boys  are  encouraged  to  put  into  a 
saving  fund  the  little  sums  given  them  from  time  to  time,  instruction 
in  military  science  and  tactics  and  in  the  social  and  civil  duties  which 
every  citizen  owes  to  his  neighbors  and  to  the  nation  at  large,  indicate 
some  of  the  means  employed  to  fit  for  actual  life  the  fatherless  boys 
whom  Mr.  Girard  had  in  mind  when  he  made  a  bequest  that  during 
fifty  years  has  outgrown  in  value  the  accumulations  of  centuries 
at  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 

HONESTY  IN  STANDARDS  AND  CATALOGUES. 

There  has  been  a  notable  advance  in  the  standards  of  admission 
into  our  literary  colleges  and  greater  honesty  in  making  good  the 
promises  and  assertions  of  the  catalogues.  Certain  schools,  although 
chartered  as  colleges,  have  shown  their  preference  for  sound  learning 
by  refusing  to  figure  as  degree-conferring  institutions  because  their 
courses  of  study  do  not  comprise  four  years  of  regular  college  work. 
The  Moravian  Seminary  for  Women,  of  which  J.  Max  Hark,  D.  D.,  is 
president,  ceased  to  confer  the  degree  of  A.  B.  A  recent  senior  class, 
after  learning  all  that  is  implied  in  A.  B.,  requested  the  authorities 
to  omit  the  conferring  of  that  degree  at  their  graduation.  Mercers- 
Inrg  College,  under  the  presidency  of  W.  M.  Irvine,  Ph.  D.,has  steadily 
refused  to  aid  in  blocking  legislation  designed  to  prevent  the  cheap- 
ening of  degrees.  It  has  announced  in  unequivocal  terms  that  its 
work  is  academic  in  character,  that  it  seeks  to  fit  boys  for  admission 
into  colleges  and  universities.  The  growing  attendance  at  this  school 
and  at  others  not  Aveighed  down  by  the  incubus  of  a  college  charte? 
and  collegiate  pretensions,  shows  that  an  intelligent  public  apprc 
ciates  the  genuineness  of  honest  work  and  that  our  best  people  are  in 
clined  more  and  more  to  discount  the  education  of  so-called  collcj."  - 
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whose  work  is  uiaiuly  preparatory  and  whose  best  teachers  spend 
their  energy  upon  the  herculean  task  of  doing  college  work  with 
small  classes,  ill  prepared  students,  poor  ecjuipnieut  and  no  endow- 
ment. What  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  now  needs  is  not  a  multi- 
plication of  colleges,  but  the  establishment  of  more  schools  whose 
chief  ambition  shall  be  to  bridge  the  chasm  that  now  separates  the 
common  schools  from  the  colleges  and  universities. 

ADVANCE  IN  STANDARDS  OF  ADMISSION  AND  GRADUATION. 

The  College  and  University  Council  notes  with  pleasure  that  Gen 
eva  College  has  raised  its  standard  by  lengthening  the  preparatory 
course  one  year  and  by  adding  one  year  to  the  scientific  course,  making 
it  equal  in  length  to  the  classical  course;  also  that  two  years  of 
French  have  been  included  in  the  curriculum,  and  especially  that 
the  courses  were  made  stronger  in  English.  We  also  note  with 
pleasure  that  Pennsylvania  College,  located  at  Gettysburg,  has  es- 
tablished a  department  of  biology,  and  inaugurated  special  instruc 
tion  for  those  w^ho  wish  to  study  medicine.  The  entrance  require 
ments  in  English  have  been  increased,  and  those  in  mathematics 
have  been  advanced  from  two  to  five  books  in  geometry. 

Muhlenberg  College  organized  a  scientific  course  which  is  designed 
specially  for  students  wishing  to  study  medicine  after  completing  the 
college  course.  It  covers  the  ground  required  for  entrance  into  the 
second  year  of  our  standard  medical  colleges.  Considerable  money 
was  spent  in  establishing  and  equipping  a  biological  laboratory,  and 
in  improving  the  chemical  laboratory. 

Many  of  the  other  colleges  were  led  several  years  ago  to  introduce 
courses  in  biology  and  kindred  sciences  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
the  increased  requirements  of  the  medical  schools.  The  saving  of 
time  and  expense  thereby  secured  to  the  college  graduate  will  ul- 
timately make  the  establishment  of  such  courses  a  necessity  in  all 
our  colleges. 

THE  RELATION  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS  TO  THE  COLLEGES  AND  UNI- 
VERSITIES. 

The  regular  courses  in  the  State  Normal  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  do 
not  fit  the  graduates  for  admission  into  colleges.  The  course  covering 
three  years  includes  the  study  of  trigonometry  which  the  colleges  put 
into  the  freshman  year;  and  it  does  not  include  as  much  of  the  ancient 
or  modern  languages  as  is  required  for  admission  into  the  freshman 
class.  Nevertheless  some  of  the  normal  schools  offer  among  their 
electives  enough  instruction  in  Latin,  Greek,  French  and  German  for 
admission  into  college;  and  many  students  are  thus  prepared  for  a 
regular  college  course,  and  ultimately  for  their  subsequent  career  as 
45--G--98 
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teachers  and  principals  of  the  high  schools  of  the  State.  Since  some 
of  the  Normal  schools  do  not  feel  prepared  to  teach  the  ancient  lan- 
guages to  the  extent  required  for  entrance  into  college,  the  question 
has  been  raised  whether  the  colleges  can  accept  advanced  preparation 
in  other  studies  as  a  substitute  for  part  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 
usually  required.  The  colleges  are,  as  a  rule,  not  willing,  or  not  pre- 
pared to  accept  branches  which  the  lower  schools  can  teach  well  as 
substitutes  for  branches  like  Greek  which  some  of  the  normal  schools 
and  high  schools  are  unable  to  cover  thoroughly  with  their  present 
teaching  force.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  graduates  of  normal 
schools  often  discover  too  late  in  life  the  value  of  a  college  training 
and  then  find  it  impossible  to  enter  college  by  reason  of  deficiencies 
in  their  earlier  training.  The  College  and  University  Council  recom- 
mends a  unification  of  our  educational  system,  so  that  the  chasm 
that  now  separates  the  public  schools  and  the  normal  schools  from 
the  colleges  and  universities  may  be  bridged  over  at  an  early  day. 

THE  ENTRANCE   REQUIREMENTS   OF  COLLEGES   AND   PROFESSIONAL 

SCHOOLS. 

In  the  last  bi-ennial  report  the  question  of  preparation  for  admis 
sion  into  the  freshman  class  of  the  literary  colleges  was  fully  dis- 
cussed and  the  recommendations  of  the  Council  were  printed.  The 
standard  of  admission  into  the  professional  schools  is  by  no  means 
fixed.  The  Council  desires  to  record  its  conviction  that  the  various 
schools  of  law  and  medicine  in.  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  should 
exact,  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  minimum  requirement  of  admission 
to  their  several  courses  so  much  in  the  way  of  preparation  as  would 
be  required  for  admission  to  the  freshman  class  of  a  reputable  college 
of  the  State. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  most  advanced  professional  schools  of 
the  country  are  beginning  to  accept  special  work  done  in  the  senior 
year  of  the  college  course  as  part  of  the  professional  course.  This 
special  work  in  preparation  for  a  profession  is  recognized  as  counting 
toward  the  bachelor  degree — thus  shortening  by  one  year  the  time 
required  for  taking  a  literary  degree  and  preparing  for  the  profession 
of  law  or  of  medicine.  This  may  be  taken  as  an  acknowledgement 
that  the  standard  of  admission  into  the  freshman  class,  as  now  fixed 
by  the  oldest  institutions,  has  reached  a  maximum  beyond  which  it 
would  be  unwise  to  go  in  the  entrance  requirements. 

MORAVIAN  COLLEGE  AND  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

As  the  name  of  this  institution  indicates,  there  is  a  very  close  con- 
nection between  its  collegiate  courses  and  its  Theological  department. 
The  college  department  is  fully  distinct  from  that  of  Theology  in  the 
sense  that  the  student  completes  the  four  years  course  leading  to  A. 
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B.  before  be  enters  the  Theological  semiuary.  The  two  departments 
hold  separate  comniencenu^nts,  one  for  the  classical  and  the  Latin 
scientilic  courses,  the  other  for  the  students  of  the  seminary,  who  on 
graduating  receive  the  degree  of  B.  U.  Many  of  the  students,  how- 
ever, take  certain  branches,  otherwise  regarded  as  theological,  as 
a  part  of  their  college  course.  Hebrew  is  begun  in  the  sophomore 
year;  Church  history,  reading  of  the  Greek  Testament  and  other 
theological  studies  are  anticipated  in  order  to  relieve  the  two  years 
curriculum  in  the  theological  seminary.  By  this  combination  the 
institution  aims  to  give  its  students  the  full  three  years  of  strictly 
professional  training  usually  required  as  a  preparation  for  the  Chris- 
tian ministry. 

THE  REGULAR  WORK  OF  THE  COLLEGES. 

The  regular  work  of  the  colleges  does  not  make  much  noise.  It 
furnishes  very  little  for  the  pen  of  the  average  reporter.  Quiet  and 
leisure  for  high  thinking  and  thorough  teaching  are  the  ideal  condi- 
tions in  which  the  college  professor  finds  genuine  delight.  Ordinarily 
he  is  engaged  in  living  a  life  of  thought  and  faith  and  hope  and  love; 
and  it  is  his  mission  to  fit  others  to  lead  this  higher  life.  He  cares 
not  for  the  applause  of  the  multitude;  he  deals  with  things  of  the 
mind  and  devotes  himself  to  the  interests  of  culture.  His  domain  of 
activity  is  some  department  of  literature,  science,  history  or  phil- 
osophy. He  is  satisfied  if  he  can  make  his  disciples  think  "the  best 
thoughts  of  the  best  minds,"  and  if  he  can  add  something  to  the 
treasures  of  knowledge  and  wisdom  which  the  ages  have  gathered. 
Hence  it  must  not  be  regarded  as  a  sign  that  the  regular  w^ork  of  a 
college  has  not  been  well  done  if  in  the  year's  work  there  is  nothing 
to  record  except  the  number  of  students  in  attendance,  the  number  of 
professors  employed  and  the  number  of  volumes  added  to  the  library. 
On  the  contrary,  scanty  annals  indicate  the  absence  of  hazing  and 
other  distractions  which  divert  from  books  and  from  the  things  for 
which  colleges  have  been  established  and  maintained.  The  remark 
of  Carlyle,  "Happy  the  people  whose  annals  are  blank  in  history," 
written  in  the  days  when  history  books  were  mainly  records  of  wars, 
has  been  aptly  quoted  as  true  also  of  colleges  whose  scanty  annals 
are  the  result  of  quiet  attention  to  routine  work  and  not  of  stagnation. 
For  instance,  in  speaking  of  life  at  Haverford,  one  of  the  best  ex- 
amples of  an  eftlcient  small  college  in  America,  President  Sharpless 
says:  "College  life  is  becoming  so  full  of  extra-intellectual  interests 
that  historians  are  apt  to  speak  of  these  exclusively,  and  the  record 
of  the  year  1896-7,  at  Haverford,  as  read  only  in  the  daily  press  of 
Philadelphia,  might  be  supposed  to  be  mainly  foot  ball  and  cricket, 
class  organizations  and  social  functions,  with  an  occasional  lecture 


708  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

irom  a  distinguished  gentleman  outside  tlie  college.  Back  of  all 
this,  however,  has  gone  on  with  quietness  and  considerable  energy 
the  daily  work  of  the  students,  making  to  a  great  degree  the  activi 
ties  which  are  available  for  the  local  historian,  subordinate  to  it." 

The  professional  schools  educate  the  few  and  perpetuate  the  know- 
ledge which  not  every  individual  must  have,  but  which  the  race  must 
preserve  if  it  is  not  to  lapse  into  barbarism.  Every  human  being  has 
much  at  stake  in  the  transmission  of  the  special  knowledge  of  the 
engineer,  the  electrician,  the  druggist,  the  physician,  the  dentist,  and 
ten  or  fifteen  other  learned  professions;  he  cannot  justly  complain 
if  he  must  contribute  something  either  directly  by  taxes  or  indi- 
rectly by  fees  and  voluntary  contributions  to  sustain  higher  institu- 
tions of  learning.  He  and  his  posterity  are  deeply  interested  not 
only  in  discoveries  like  that  of  X-rays,  which  are  heralded  in  every 
daily  paper,  but  also  in  the  less  brilliant  investigations  and  discov- 
eries recorded  in  publications  that  arc  only  studied  by  experts.  The 
extent  of  these  quiet  labors  in  the  cause  of  truth  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact  that  the  yearly  Bibliography  giving  an  account  of  the  literary 
and  scientific  work  of  those  connected  with  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania covers  by  its  titles  twenty-nine  pages  in  the  report  of  the 
Provost.  Other  institutions  probably  show  equal  activity  in  propor- 
tion to  their  facilities,  and  the  number  of  leading  scholars  in  their 
faculties. 

COLLEGE  DISCIPLINE. 

"We  seem  to  have  got  out  of  the  stage  when  riots  and  rebellions, 
malicious  annoyances,  interspread  with  faculty  investigations,  break 
up  for  days  the  regular  duties  of  the  college.  The  danger  to  these 
duties  now  is  more  likely  to  come  from  a  good  natured  acquiescence 
in  too  many  athletic  and  social  distractions  to  which  we  are  tempted 
by  the  prevailing  good  sense,  good  temper,  and  gentlemanliness  of 
(lie  students." 

These  are  words  of  one  college  president,  and  they  might  be  ap- 
plied to  many  if  not  all  our  colleges  and  universities.  The  improve- 
ment in  college  discipline  which  marks  our  higher  institutions  of 
learning,  is  attributed  by  some  to  better  teaching,  by  others  to  the 
introduction  of  athletics  and  military  drill.  It  is  a  sign  of  amicable 
relations  between  faculty  and  students  and  a  great  gain  to  all  con- 
cerned, especially  the  parv?nts  and  guardians. 

The  policy  with  reference  to  the  Greek  letter  societies  varies  in 
different  institutions.  They  are  forbidden  by  Westminster  College 
and  Grove  City  College.  At  several  colleges  the  authorities  allow 
them  to  erect  fraternity  houses  upon  the  campus.  A  special  rule 
was  passed  by  the  Faculty  of  Bucknell  University  "for  the  regulation 
and  improvement  of  the  Greek  letter  fraternities."     No  student  is 
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allowed  to  join  until  he  lias  completed  tlie  Frealiman  year.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  tiiis  rule  will  preveut  undue  lia«te  in  rushing  new  stu- 
dents into  these  socit-lies,  and  thus  save  both  the  Iraternities  and 
the  individual  Ironi  the  serious  mistakes  sometime  made  under  the 
old  plan.  11  the  Iraternities  have  come  to  stay,  as  President  Harris 
thinks,  it  is  important  to  make  them  oi  real  and  lasting  beneht  to 
the  students  and  to  prevent  them  Irom  becoming  sources  of  tempta- 
tion to  students  who  have  not  jet  learned  how  to  make  the  best  use 
ei  the  ireedom  ot  college  liie. 

THE  LIBRARY  AND  THE  LABORATORY. 

Years  ago  a  iSew  England  university  passed  a  resolution  excludinj; 
the  members  oi  the  i^'reshman  Class  Irom  the  use  of  the  college  li- 
brary. The  idea  of  such  a  resolution  could  not  have  entered  the 
minds  of  those  in  charge  of  some  of  our  colleges,  because  there  was 
no  library  worthy  of  the  name,  and  in  fact  no  public  collection  of 
books  for  which  students  cared,  other  than  the  books  purchased  from 
time  to  time  by  the  literary  societies,  isow  all  this  has  changed. 
The  library  is  the  place  to  which  students  like  to  go;  the  right  use 
of  books  is  considered  a  legitimate  aim  of  college  instruction;  and 
the  increase  of  the  library  in  size  and  usefulness  is  the  darling  am- 
bition of  every  institution  of  learning.  Not  one  college  library  in 
the  {State  is  as  extensive  as  it  should  be,  but  the  progress  in  this  di 
lection  during  the  last  two  years  is  very  encouraging. 

The  same  is  true  of  the  laboratory.  The  professor  of  physics  in 
one  of  the  colleges  of  an  adjacent  state  applied  to  a  trustee  for  more 
apparatus.  ''Teach  what  is  in  the  books  and  then  you  will  not  need 
apparatus,"  was  the  reply.  In  our  day  every  trustee  knows  better. 
Occasionally  we  still  hear  of  high  schools  in  which  the  teacher  is 
expected  to  teach  physics  without  any  apparatus  other  than  a  rubber 
tube  and  a  glass  siphon.  Fortunately  these  exceptions  are  few  and 
far  between.  The  general  public  is  beginning  to  understand  that 
every  high  school  must  have  its  library  and  laboratory  and  that 
schools  giving  technical  courses  or  manual  training  must  add  the 
workshop  with  its  tools  and  modern  appliances.  It  is  no  longer  as- 
sumed that  an  experiment  performed  by  the  professor  and  observed 
by  the  pupil  is  as  valuable  and  instructive  as  the  same  experimeni 
made  by  the  pupil  himself.  It  has  almost  become  a  fad  to  talk  of 
laboratory  methods  in  every  branch  of  instruction;  and  the  unini- 
tiated are  at  times  in  danger  of  supposing  that  large  collections  of 
apparatus  may  supply  the  place  of  study  and  good  teaching,  whilst 
the  beginner  at  teaching  is  tempted  to  spend  the  time  in  playing  with 
showy  experiments  and  thus  often  fails  to  impress  the  thought  or 
law  which  the  experiment  is  designed  to  illustrate. 
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The  Student  who  has  learned  to  work  in  the  library  and  the  lab- 
oratory is  half  educated,  and  no  better  gauge  of  good  teaching  can 
be  found  than  the  results  which  it  begets  in  the  use  of  the  library,  the 
laboratory  and  the  workshop. 


MILITARY  DRILL. 

Military  drill  as  a  feature  of  high'er  education  has  undoubtedly 
won  for  itself  a  permanent  place  in  many  of  our  colleges  and  normal 
schools.  Modern  war  requires  brains  and  skill.  The  United  States 
government  has  reaped  a  lasting  benefit  from  the  drilled  youth  with 
college  education  who  went  into  the  army.  Statistics  are  not  at 
hand  to  show  how  many  of  our  enlisted  soldiers  were  under-gradu- 
ates.  As  instances  we  may  mention  the  fact  that  from  Bucknell  21 
students  enlisted  as  volunteers,  and  from  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Indiana  2.5  enlistments  are  reported.  The  presence  of  trained  and 
educated  soldiers  has  its  effect  upon  the  life  and  esprit  de  corps  of 
(he  army  and  upon  the  issue  on  the  field  of  battle. 

OBSERVATORIES. 

A  plan  for  the  erection  of  an  observatory  under  the  control  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  was  frustrated  by  the  outbreak  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  The  position  of  director  was  to  have  been  tendered 
to  David  IJittenhouse  who,  with  the  aid  of  a  reflector,  sent  from 
Europe  by  Thomas  Penn,  made  observations  on  the  transit  of  Venus 
in  1769  which  were  pronounced  excellent  by  the  Astronomer  Royal 
of  England  and  by  means  of  which  the  great  mathematician  Euler 
calculated  the  distance  of  the  sun  from  the  earth,  arriving  at  the  re- 
sults which  were  accepted  until  the  more  satisfactory  observations 
of  the  transits  of  Venus  in  1874  and  1882  enabled  the  astronomers  to 
make  more  accurate  calculations. 

In  this  century  the  rank  of  Pennsylvania  in  astronomical  re- 
search has  been  well  sustained  through  the  well  known  discoveries 
of  Lanuley  and  Keeler,  the  former  of  whom  was  called  in  1890  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  latter  to  the  position  of  Director  of 
the  Lick  Observatory  in  California  in  1898. 

The  work  of  original  investigation  and  advanced  instruction  in  the 
domain  of  astronomy  is  carried  forward  at  a  number  of  observatories 
connected  with  our  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

The  observatories  in  the  following  list  are  used  for  the  purpose 
of  teaching  astronomy;  reference  is  also  made  to  the  lines  of  original 
investigation  which  are  now  claiming  the  attention  of  those  in 
charge. 

1.  The  Allegheny  Observatory  is  a  department  of  the  Western  Uni- 
versity, in  a  separate  building,  has  one  refractor  with  13-inch  ob- 
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jective  aud  several  small  telescopes  ol  less  than  4-iucli  aperture. 
The  principal  telescope  is  provided  with  iilar  micrometer.  The  ob- 
ject glass  was  made  by  lleiiry  Fiiz  of  JS'ew  Vork,  rehgured  by  .\lvau 
Clark  «&  Sous.  The  other  parts  were  made  by  ilenry  Fitz  with  numer- 
ous additions  aud  improvements  by  Brashear,  of  Allegheny.  The  ob- 
servatory has  a  transit  instrument,  chronograph,  sidereal  and  mean 
time  clocks,  two  chronometers,  several  spectroscopes,  Langley's  fcspec- 
tro-bolometer,  heliostat,  meteorological  instruments,  photographic 
aud  other  apparatus.  The  building  and  instruments  are  valued  at 
$G2,UUU.  The  income  from  the  time  service  (P.  K.  K.,  cities  of  Alle- 
gheny and  Pittsburg,  and  resident  jewelers),  is  $1,083.  Investiga- 
tions in  stellar  spectroscopy  are  now  carried  on.  The  director.  Prof. 
James  E.  Keeler,  accepted  in  the  spring  of  the  present  year,  the  di- 
rectorship of  the  Lick  Observatory.  Professor  John  A.  Brashear  is 
acting  director;  Henry  Harrer,  assistant.  $153,000  have  been  sub- 
scribed towards  a  fund  of  |200,000  for  a  new  building  and  equip- 
ment, aud  the  city  of  Allegheny  has  conveyed  to  the  University  two 
acres  of  land  in  Riverview  Park  as  a  site  for  the  new  observatory. 

2.  The  observatory  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  is  located  at 
Upper  Darby,  Delaware  county,  in  two  detached  buildings,  one  for 
equatorial  telescope,  the  other  for  meridian  instruments.  It  has 
three  refractors  by  Brashear,  of  18-inch,  4-inch  and  3-inch  objectives 
respectively.  The  principal  telescope  is  provided  with  filar  micro- 
meter. The  observatory  is  provided  with  spectroscope,  transit  in- 
strument (Warner  3-inch  aperture  and  Stackpole  2^-inch  aperture), 
chronograph,  a  4-inch  meridian  circle,  sidereal  clock,  two  chronome- 
ters, and  a  4-inch  zenith  telescope.  The  various  instruments  have 
been  used  in  the  investigation  of  double  stars,  comets,  small  planets, 
variation  of  latitude  and  values  of  constants  of  aberration  and  nuta 
tion.  Total  cost  of  instruments  and  buildings  about  |45,000.  Prof. 
C.  L.  Doolittle,  Director,  Eric  Doolittle  and  H.  B.  Evans,  assistants. 

3.  The  observatory  of  Haverford  College  is  located  in  a  separate 
building,  has  one  reflector  of  8|-inch  objective  and  four  refractors  of 
10-inch,  8|-inch,  4-inch,  and  2-inch  objectives.  The  principal  tele- 
scope is  provided  with  filar  micrometer.  The  object  glass  and  other 
parts  of  the  telescope  were  made  by  Clark.  The  observatory  has 
been  used  to  investigate  sun  spots,  double  stars,  position  of  comets 
and  parallax.  It  is  provided  with  transit  instrument,  sidereal  clock, 
(chronograph,  zenith  telescope  and  spectroscope.  William  H.  Collins, 
Director, 

4.  The  Daniel  Shull  Observatory  of  Franklin  &  Marshall  College 
has  a  special  building  constructed  for  observatory  purposes,  two  re- 
fractors of  11-inch  and  4-inch  objectives  respectively.  The  principal 
telescope  is  provided  with  filar  micrometer.  The  object  glass  of  each 
telescope  was  made  by  A  Ivan  Clark,  and  the  other  parts  by  Repsold. 
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ot  Hambuig,  (Jeiiuau^,  and  by  tSaegmuiiei',  uf  \v'asliiugtou,  u.  »_>. 
iJie  obseivatoiy  is  provided  witli  transit  instrument,  precision  clocli, 
chronometer  and  a  tSaegmuller  universal  instrument  witii  lU-incu 
circle  (two  microscopes  to  each  circle),  ior  teaching  latitude  and  azi- 
muth determination.  It  has  an  endowment  fund  of  $3,UUU  and  the 
telescope  has  been  used  tor  measurements  of  stars,  for  parallax. 
Prof.  J.  E.  Kershner,  Director. 

5.  iSwarthmore  College  has  in  a  separate  building  two  telescopes, 
one  a  rehector  of  12-inch  objective,  the  other  a  refractor  of  0-inch  ob- 
jective. The  principal  telescope  is  provided  with  hlar  micrometer. 
The  observatory  has  a  spectroscope.  It  is  supplied  with  a  3^-inch 
Warner  &  iSwazey  transit,  a  sidereal  clock,  chronograph  and  chro- 
nometer. The  object  glass  was  made  by  Alvan  Clark  and  the  other 
jjarts  by  Warner  &  Swazey.     Prof.  S.  J.  Cunningham,  Director. 

6.  Lehigh  University  has  a  separate  building,  three  refracting  tele- 
scopes with  diameters  of  objectives  G-inch,  3-inch  and  2-inch  re- 
spectively. The  observatory  is  provided  with  revolving  dome,  transit 
instrument,  chronograph,  sidereal  clock.  It  is  used  for  comet  and  as- 
teroid position  work,  position  determination,  and  stellar  parrallax. 
C.  L.  Tiiornburg,  Director;   J.  H.  Ogburn,  assistant. 

7.  P>ucknell  University,  at  Lewisburg,  has  two  refractors  in  a  sep- 
arate building  (Latitude  40  degrees,  57  minutes,  20  seconds;  longitude 
5  hours,  7  miuutes,  'S'S  seconds  west  from  Greenwich);  the  diameters 
of  the  objectives  are  10-inch  and  3-inch  respectively.  The  principal 
telescope  is  provided  with  fine  position  micrometer  by  Alvan  Clark 
•.V:  Sons,  the  object  glass  by  the  same- makers.  The  observatory  is 
supplied  with  spectroscope,  transit  instrument,  chronograph,  side- 
real and  meain  time  clocks.  W.  C.  Partol,  Professor  in  charge;  W. 
A.  Kauflman,  assistant. 

8.  The  observatory  of  Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  has  a  7^-inch 
refractor  (the  object  glass  by  Alvan  Clark),  a  transit  instrument, 
chronometer.     J.  H.  Montgomery,  Professor  in  charge. 

9.  The  observatory  of  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg,  is  in  a 
separate  building;  has  a  2-i-inch  reflector  and  three  refractors  of 
6^-inch,  2^-inch  and  2-inc]i  objectives;  has  a  transit  instrument, 
chronometer,  sextant.     H.  15.  JS'ixon,  Professor  in  charge. 

10.  The  astronomical  observatory  of  the  Central  High  School  is 
provided  with  a  64-inch  refracting  telescope,  mounted  equatorially, 
meridian  circle,  sidereal  and  mean  time  clocks  and  chronometer, 
chronograph,  and  solar  spectroscope.  M.  B.  Snyder,  Professor  in 
charge. 

11.  The  observatory  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  College  w-as  re- 
cently moved  from  the  college  campus  to  a  line  location  on  ground 
donated  to  the  college  for  the  purpose  by  W.  W.  Smith.     It  contains 


No.  6.  HIGHER  EDUCATION.  713 

8-iucb  aud  4-incli  eiiuatorials  and  other  etiuipment.  Professor  D,  J. 
McAdam  iu  charge. 

12.  The  observatory  of  Lafayette  College  was  erected  in  18G5  and 
is  used  mainly  for  purposes  of  instruction.  The  corner-stone  was 
laid  by  I'rof.  William  Ilarkness,  LL.  D.,  of  the  Class  of  1858,  who 
was  then  attached  to  the  United  States  Navy  as  a  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics, and  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Naval  Observatory  in  Wash- 
ington. The  building  and  almost  all  of  its  equipment  was  the  gift  of 
Dr.  Traill  Green,  Professor  of  Chemistry.  It  is  constructed  of  blue 
limestone,  quarried  on  the  college  hill.  The  building  is  in  the  shape 
of  a  cross,  sixty  feet  front — including  the  two  wings — and  fifty-six 
fcot  deep.  The  central  room  contains  a  reflector,  made  by  Holcomb, 
of  10  inches  aperture  and  9  feet  6  inches  focal  length,  with  finder 
and  micrometer.     It  is  mounted  equatorially  in  a  revolving  dome 

16  feet  in  diameter,  and  commands  almost  the  entire  horizon.  The 
family  of  the  late  Joshua  Hunt,  of  Catasauqua,  presented  a  fine  sil- 
vered reflector,  made  on  Mr.  Hunt's  order,  by  John  A.  Brashear,  of 
Pittsburg. 

In  the  wings  are  a  meridian  transit  by  W.  J.  Young,  sidereal  clock 
by  E.  Howard,  of  Boston,  a  4-inch  portable  refractor,  sextant,  re- 
flecting circle,  E.  Whitall's  heliotellus,  two  16-inch  globes,  two  field 
transits  (by  Stackpole  and  Gurley)  for  alt-azimuth  use,  James  H. 
Coffin's  self-registering  anemograph.  Hough's  printing  barometer, 
and  other  meteorological  apparatus. 

The  transit  of  Venus  in  1882  was  successfully  observed  by  Pro- 
fessor Coffin.     The  observatory  is  in  latitude  40  degrees,  41  minutes, 

17  seconds  north,  and  longitude  75  degrees,  12  minutes,  32  seconds 
w<'st.  The  classes  are  practiced  in  the  use  of  all  the  instruments, 
and  in  the  determination  of  latitude,  longitude,  time  and  the  meridian 
line.  A  recitation  room  in  astronomy  is  attached  and  is  provided 
A\  ith  a  fine  series  of  charts  and  colored  drawings  of  celestial  objects, 
executed  by  Gustave  Garnier,  of  Paris. 

The  College  catalogue  names  Rev.  Selden  J.  Coffin,  Ph.  D..  as  the 
incumbent  of  the  'Mames  H.  Coffin  Professorship  of  Astronomy,"  but 
the  instruction  in  this  branch  is  at  present  given  wholly  by  Joseph 
J.  Hardy,  Ph.  D.,  who  fills  the  "George  Hollenback  Professorship 
of  Mathematics." 

What  the  several  observatories  of  the  State  need  to  make  them 
efficient  is  an  endowment  sufficient  to  maintain  a  staff  of  w^orkers. 
One  of  the  largest  observatories  in  the  world  is  almost  useless  be- 
cause the  founder  has  thus  far  failed  to  i)rovide  funds  with  which  a 
competent  corps  of  astronomers  can  be  supported  while  engaged  in 
making  the  observations  and  calculations  necessary  for  original  as- 
tronomical research. 
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NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Many  of  the  students  in  college  dormitories  enjoy  more  comforts 
than  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  nobility  one  hundred  years  ago.  They  eat 
better  food,  live  in  more  comfortable  rooms,  study  with  better  light 
and  from  books  with  better  print  than  were  ever  dreamed  of  by  the 
monarchs  of  the  last  century. 

In  1897  the  trustees  of  Pennsylvania  College  at  Gettysburg  erected 
at  an  expense  of  |20,000  a  new  dormitory,  three  stories  in  height,  con- 
taining rooms  for  about  fifty  students.  This  building  is  finished  en- 
tirely in  hard  wood,  is  heated  by  steam,  has  hot  and  cold  water  baths 
on  every  floor  and  lavatories  in  convenient  places.  The  rooms  on  the 
first  floor  are  supplied  with  open  fire-place,  tile  hearth  and  spacious 
closets.  On  the  second  floor  all  rooms  are  ev,  suite,  each  suite  con- 
sisting of  a  study  with  one  bed  room  or  two.  These  are  also  provided 
with  hearths,  etc.  The  third  floor  is  divided  into  sixteen  single 
rooms. 

The  University  of  Pennsylvania  has  begun  the  erection  of  a  unique 
system  of  dormitories  which  when  completed  will  form  a  large  block 
surrounding  two  open  courts.  About  half  the  rooms  are  en  suite, 
providing  for  two  students  a  common  study  with  two  bed  rooms. 
Most  of  the  remaining  rooms  are  for  a  single  occupant.  All  the 
rooms  are  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  by  electricity.  The  buildings 
are  on  the  separate  staircase  system,  all  doors  opening  into  the 
courts.  On  each  floor  and  on  every  staircase  are  lavatories  with  hot 
and  cold  shower  baths.     Many  of  the  rooms  have  open  fire  places. 

For  several  years  the  Dental  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania urged  the  necessity  for  a  more  commodious  building  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  requirements  of  dental  teaching  where  the  most  ap- 
proved methods  of  teaching  could  be  pursued.  A  committee  made 
a  study  of  the  representative  dental  schools  of  this  country,  and  upon 
the  basis  of  their  observations  a  plan  for  a  new  building  was  made 
and  carried  out  in  the  erection  of  an  edifice  containing  a  clinical 
operating  room  with  a  floor  space  of  180x50  feet,  a  large  general 
laboratory,  separate  departments  for  special  work  and  a  lecture  am- 
phitheatre that  will  comfortably  seat  five  hundred  and  fifty  students. 
The  several  departments  are  equipped  with  the  latest  appliances, 
and  every  facility  is  offered  for  thorough  and  accurate  work. 

The  trustees  of  the  University  have  also  purchased,  at  Thirty-fourth 
and  Chestnut  streets,  a  fine  lot  150x285,  upon  which  they  will  erect 
at  once  a  new  law  building  costing  with  the  ground  |350,000.  It 
will  be  the  most  completely  equipped  and  convenient  building  for 
its  purpose  in  the  country. 

The  Library  has  just  been  rearranged  and  fitted  with  a  large  number 
of  private  desks  for  special  research,  adding  greatly  to  its  efficiency. 
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The  cauipus  has,  diuiug  tlie  past  year,  beeu  beautilied  by  the  plaut- 
iug  of  hundreds  of  shrubs,  until  it  is  one  of  the  finest  parks  in  the 
city. 

The  hirge  collection  of  anticpiities  from  Babylonia  and  Syria, 
equalled  only  by  the  collection  of  the  British  Museum,  is  about  to 
occupy  the  commodious  new  museum  on  Pine  street  below  Thirty- 
fourth.  In  short,  the  University  within  the  past  five  years  has  ex- 
pended millions  of  dollars  and  more  than  doubled  its  equipment  for 
advanced  work  along  all  scholastic  and  professional  lines. 

In  1897  the  Philadelphia  Dental  College  and  Hospital  of  Oral  Sur- 
gery erected  a  new  dental  building  which,  including  grounds  and 
equipment,  cost  |1 50,000.  It  is  the  largest  college  building  in  the 
world  devoted  exclusively  to  dental  education.  It  has  a  frontage  on 
Buttonwood  street  of  200  feet,  and  the  fioor  space  amounts  to  40,831 
square  feet.  In  addition  to  the  Museum  and  Oral  Hospital,  the  In- 
firmary and  the  different  laboratories,  it  has  two  large  amphitheatres, 
one  having  a  seating  capacity  for  606  and  the  other  for  482  students. 

In  1896  Dickinson  College  added  to  its  group  of  spacious  buildings 
the  Denny  Memorial  Building,  a  spacious  and  beautiful  structure  of 
Hummelstown  brownstone  and  of  the  Elizabethan  order  of  archi- 
tecture. It  is  used  exclusively  for  offices,  recitation  rooms  and  so- 
ciety halls,  these  latter  occupying  the  upper  story  of  the  building, 
and  bearing  respectively  the  designations  "The  A.  Herr  Smith  Mem- 
orial Hall,  the  Union  Philosophical  Society,  and  the  Eliza  E.  Smith 
Memorial  Hall,  Belles  Lettres  Literary  Society."  The  ground  on  which 
the  building  stands  was  for  generations  in  the  possession  of  the 
Denny  family  and  was  donated  to  the  College  by  the  heirs  of  the 
Denny  estate.  Miss  Matilda  W.  Denny  and  Mrs.  Mary  O'Hara  Spring, 
of  Pittsburg. 

Franklin  and  Marshall  College  boasts  of  a  new  Library  building, 
the  gift  of  General  John  Watts  de  Peyster.  LL.  D.,  of  Tivoli,  New 
York.  It  is  a  beautiful  structure  of  brick  and  Vermont  marble. 
The  stacks  for  the  accommodation  of  the  books  are  built  of  steel  and 
are  of  the  absolutely  adjustable  pattern  of  the  Stikeman  patent.  It 
is  called  the  Watts  de  Peyster  Library  in  memory  of  the  generous 
donor's  grandfather,  John  Watts,  and  of  his  father,  Frederic  de 
Peyster. 

Allegheny  College  erected  a  gymnasium  and  armory  costing  with 
the  equipment  $13,000.00 

Westminster  College  recently  completed  a  Science  Hall.  120x56 
feet  and  four  stories  high.  It  consists  of  two  wings  with  a  common 
hall  between.  The  west  wing  contains  laboratories  and  lecture 
rooms  for  instruction  in  physics,  electricity,  botany  and  znolno-r 
The  east  wing  is  used  for  instruction  and  experiments  in  chemistry, 
and  is  known  as  the  Clark  Chemical  Laboratory  because  it  was 
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erected  through  the  munificence  of  General  W.  A.  Clark,  of  New 
Wilmington. 

Lebanon  Valley  College  is  erecting  of  brownstone  a  large  hall  to 
be  used  mostly  for  musical  purposes.  The  building  contains  the 
director's  room  and  office,  college  library  and  reading  room,  fourteen 
or  more  practice  rooms  and  a  large  auditorium  with  a  pipe  organ. 
The  third  floor  will  contain  three  large  halls  to  be  used  by  the  literary 
societies  of  the  college. 

The  Medico-Chirurgical  College  erected  a  new  clinical  amphithe- 
atre which,  it  is  claimed,  is  the  most  excellent  as  well  as  the  largest 
clinical  amphitheatre  thus  far  erected  either  in  the  United  States  or 
Europe.  Its  construction  is  fire-proof  throughout,  the  floor  being  of 
concrete  arches  on  iron  beams.  Its  floors  and  wainscots  are  of 
marble  throughout.  All  of  the  plastering  is  finished  in  enamel,  and 
woodwork  has  been  used  only  in  the  doors  and  windows.  Its  seat- 
ing capacity  is  above  five  hundred.  Special  attention  was  paid  to 
the  lighting,  heating  and  ventilation,  as  well  as  to  the  seating  of 
the  main  operating  room. 

The  Medico-Chirurgical  College  has  organized  departments  of  den- 
tistry and  pharmacy. 

PARDEE  HALL,  LAFAYETTE  COLLEGE. 

By  the  incendiary  fire  of  December  17,  1897,  in  which  three  of  the 
five  sections  into  which  Pardee  Hall  is  divided,  were  burned,  12,570 
volumes  of  value  were  destroyed;  also  a  large  part  of  the  costly 
scientific  apparatus.  Insurance  was  recovered  to  the  extent  of  $44,- 
720.65  on  the  Hall  and  |40,500  on  the  contents.  It  has  been  rebuilt 
with  important  improvements.  It  contains  the  auditorium,  the 
president's  executive  and  lecture  rooms,  the  halls  of  the  literary  so- 
cieties, and  the  departments  of  geology  and  of  civil,  hydraulic,  elec- 
trical and  mining  engineering. 

OTHER  GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 

The  authorities  of  Allegheny  College  have  started  a  movement  to 
add  1200,000  to  the.endowment.  Subscriptions  amounting  to  |50,000 
have  been  secured,  also  over  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  bequests 
and  property  on  which  annuity  shall  be  paid. 

Haverford  College  came  into  possession  of  an  endowment  left 
eleven  years  ago  by  Jacob  P.  Jones,  of  Philadelphia,  after  the  death 
of  his  wife.  It  will  amount  to  $1,000,000,  though  half  of  it  is  still 
in  the  form  of  unproductive  real  estate. 

The  Western  University,  during  the  past  two  years,  has  received 
from  the  citizens  of  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  a  gift  of  something 


No.  G.  HIGHER  EDUCATION.  717 

over  $OU,UUU,  I'oi'  Liie  puiposu  ol  iucreusiug  iLs  eudowmcuL  I'uiid,  and 
by  ilie  will  oi  llie  lale  Felix  K.  Bruiiot  will  evenlually  receive  $3U,UUU 
for  liie  purpose  ol"  eslabli.sliiug-  seliolarsUips.  A  uumber  ol  oLlier 
smaller  gills  have  beeu  made  lor  variuus  purposes. 

The  eslabiislimeiiL  by  Mr.  Andrew  Caruegie  of  llie  Caruegie  Mu- 
seum aud  llie  Carnegie  Arl  liallery  in  conneclion  willi  bis  gill  of  a 
system  of  libraries  to  the  city  of  Tittsburg,  has  provided  a  powerful 
educational  agency  in  the  western  portion  of  the  Commonwealih. 
The  Museum,  by  the  actiou  of  the  board  of  trustees,  has  been  placed 
under  the  direction  of  the  present  chancellor  of  the  Western  Uni- 
versity of  i'eunsylvania.  Aided  by  a  considerable  annual  grant  of 
money,  it  has  made  rapid  strides,  aud  the  policy  of  the  director  to 
utilize  it  as  an  auxilliary  of  instruction  iu  connection  with  the  com- 
mon schools  and  colleges,  aud  iu  the  Western  University  of  Teuu- 
sylvania,  has  begun  to  be  greatly  appreciated  and  is  already  bearing 
much  fruit.  Accommodations  are  furnished  in  the  building  for  teach- 
ers in  the  common  schools  aud  colleges  to  meet  their  classes  there 
and  regularly  lecture  to  them,  using  for  purposes  of  instruction  the 
collections,  portions  of  which  are  entrusted  temporarily  to  the  teach- 
er, aided  by  some  member  of  the  Museum  staff.  Many  thousands 
of  pupils  from  the  schools  of  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny,  as  well  as  from 
the  A\'estern  University  of  Pennsylvania,  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunities  thus  given. 

The  trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  started  a  movement 
to  raise  half  a  million  dollars  for  the  erection  of  additional  buildings 
and  the  increase  of  the  endowment.  Of  this  amount  about  seventy 
thousand  dollars  have  been  secured  dunng  the  period  covered  by 
this  report. 

In  their  memorial  to  the  last  Legislature,  the  trustees  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  report  that  the  total  of  the  tuition  received 
from  students  during  the  preceding  fiscal  year  was  $289,761.94, 
whereas  the  total  payments  in  the  same  period,  in  return  for  this 
tuition,  were  nearly  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  extraor- 
dinary dillerence  represents  private  contributions  towards  the  higher 
education  of  the  State,  and  does  not  include  the  investments  of  the 
George  L.  Harrison  Foundation  of  $500,000  for  the  encouragement 
of  liberal  studies  and  the  advancement  of  knowledge.  It  shows  that 
legislative  appropriations  to  our  higher  institutions  of  learning  do 
not  necessarily  stop  the  stream  of  private  benefactions  to  the  insti- 
tutions thus  favored.  For  the  fiscal  year  from  September,  1896,  to 
September,  1897,  the  report  of  the  Provost  shows  a  total  of  donations 
amounting  to  $638,925.33.  For  the  year  from  September  1,  1897,  to 
August  31,  1898,  the  receipts  from  all  sources  (exclusive  of  income 
from  investments  and  tuition  fees)  was  $406,201.53.  At  the  meeting 
of  the  trustees  on  October  4,  1898,  it  was  announced  that  Colonel 
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Joseph  M.  Bennett  bad  bequeathed  to  the  University  a  number  of 
valuable  properties,  valued  at  over  |400,00U,  to  be  devoted  to  the 
higher  education  of  women. 

The  late  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Evans,  a  noted  dentist  of  Paris,  made  a 
large  bequest  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a  museum  and  dental  college  in  that  city.  The  estimated 
value  of  the  estate  is  a  matter  of  two  or  three  million  dollars,  and  if 
the  public  botjuest  is  made  effective,  it  will  be  from  one  to  two  mil- 
lions. Under  French  law  a  bequest  to  a  corporation  not  in  being  at 
the  time  of  the  death  of  the  testator,  is  said  to  be  void.  Ninety  nine- 
hundredths  of  the  estate  is  in  France  and  the  disposition  of  it  will  be 
governed  by  French  law.  The  estate  in  Pennsylvania,  which  may 
be  governed  by  different  principles  of  law,  will  amount  to  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  city  of  Philadelphia  has  em- 
ployed counsel  in  New  York  and  Paris  and  of  course  will  do  every 
thing  that  can  properly  be  done  to  secure  the  bequest.  Dr.  Evans 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 

THE  WESTERN  UNIVERSITY. 

On  March  23,  24  and  25,  1898,  the  Western  University  celebrated 
the  110th  anniversary  of  its  original  incorporation  as  an  acad- 
emy, and  75th  anniversary  of  the  installation  of  the  first  univer- 
sity faculty.  Various  addresses  suitable  for  the  occasion  were  de- 
livered by  distinguished  friends  of  the  University.  The  parade  of 
boys  from  the  public  schools  of  Allegheny  county  was  reviewed  at 
Union  avenue,  Allegheny,  by  Governor  Daniel  H.  Hastings.  The 
general  escort  consisted  of  the  Eighteenth  regiment  (Col.  Norman  M. 
Smith),  Fourteenth  regiment  (Col.  Wm.  J.  Glenn),  Battery  B  (Capt. 
A.  E.  Hunt),  Naval  Keserves  (Lieut.  T.  P.  Courtney),  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
John  A.  Wiley.  Manj-  honorary  degrees  were  conferred,  among 
them  a  new"  degree.  Doctor  of  Mechanics. 

The  exercises  closed  with  the  joint  commencements  of  the  medical 
and  dental  departments  and  with  the  general  alumni  banquet.  The 
oldest  living  alumnus  is  Ex-Chief  Justice  Daniel  Agnew,  LL.  D. 

THE  NEW  DEGREE— M.  S.  D.     MACHINALIS  SCIENTIAE  DOCTOR. 

"The  establishment  of  this  degree,"  says  Chancellor  Holland, 
"seemed  to  the  trustees  of  the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania 
to  be  appropriate  in  this  age  in  which  such  wonderful  achievements 
have  been  made  in  the  domain  of  applied  physics,  and  the  degree 
itself  is  suggested  by  the  use  of  the  term  in  the  pages  of  Pliny,  who 
speaks  of  certain  persons,  among  them  Pythagoras,  as  having  been 
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'inac-hinalis  scientiae  doc-tores'.  Under  the  it'solutiou  of  the  trustees 
of  ihe  university  it  was  provided  that  this  degree  should  only  be  be- 
stowed in  rare  and  exceptional  cases,  upon  men  whose  achievements 
in  the  domain  of  physics,  and  whose  ai)plication  of  the  same  in  the 
arts,  may  enable  them  to  wear  it  with  distinguished  propriety.  It 
was  conferred,  upon  this  occasion,  upon  Mr.  Worcester  Warner,  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  the  builder  of 
the  great  telescopes  in  the  Lick  and  Yerkes  Observatories,  whose 
achievements  as  a  constructor  of  instruments  of  precision  for  as- 
tronomical research  have  made  him  known  throughout  the  world  of 
science." 


A  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE  IN  THE  CENTRAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 
OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Two  years  ago  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  his  annual   report,  recommended  the  establishment  of  a 
commercial  high  school  as  a  part  of  the  public  school  system  of  the 
city.     The  P>oard  of  Education  approved  of  this  recommendation 
and  applied  to  the  city  councils  for  an  appropriation  to  carry  out  the 
project;   but  their  application  was  refused  and  the  purpose  of  the 
board  frustrated.     It  was  then  recommended  that  a  department  of 
commerce  be  established  in  the  Central  High  School  for  Boys,  which 
was  approved  by  the  board,  and  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  was 
directed  to  prepare  a  course  of  instruction  which  when  presented 
was  adopted.     This  department  of  commerce  was  opened  last  Sep- 
tember with  an  attendance  of  180  students  and  a  competent  corps  of 
instructors.     The  object  of  the  course  is  to  train  young  men  for  a 
business  and  commercial  career  with  a  knowledge  of  modern  lan- 
guages that  will  fit  them  to  become  representatives  of  our  business 
interests  in  other  countries,  especially  in  Mexico  and  the  South  Amer- 
ican republics.     The  course  of  instruction  is  liberal  as  well  as  tech- 
nical and  is  thus  adapted  to  produce  a  class  of  business  men  possessing 
that  general  culture  and  refinement  of  taste  that  will  make  them  not 
only  more  efficient  in  their  business  transactions,  but  also  ornaments 
of  the  social  and  civic  life  of  the  community  in  which  they  may  re- 
side.    Every  year  the  business  man  is  becoming  more  and  more  in- 
fluential in  the  management  and  control  of  our  cities  and  the  nation, 
and  it  is  demanded  that  their  early  education  shall  be  such  that  they 
may  take  broad  and  liberal  views  of  social  and  political  questions  and 
thus  use  their  influence  for  the  welfare  of  their  respective  communi- 
ties and  the  country. 

The  following  is  the  proposed  course  of  study  for  the  Department  of 
Commerce  in  the  Boys'  Central  High  School : 
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FIRST  YEAR. 

Latin, 4 

English,    4 

History,  General, 3 

Algebra,    5 

Zoology  and  Botany,  2 

Physical  Geography 2 

Mechanical  Drawing,    2 

Penmanship  and  Business  Forms,  1 

City  Government 1 


Total,  24 


SECOND  YEAR. 

Latin,    ,.  3 

German, 4 

English,    4 

History,  English,   2 

Geometry,    3 

Commercial  Geography,  2 

Book-keeping,    2 

Commercial  Arithmetic 2 

Stenography,  2 


Total,  24 

THIRD  YEAR. 

German 3 

French  or  Spanish, 4 

Physics 2 

English,    2 

Outlines  of  Modern  History 2 

Political  Economy,  2 

Commercial  Methods,  Office  Practice,  etc., 2 

Chemistry 2 

Stenography, •       2 

Observation  of  Business  Methods,  Railroads,  Shipping,  Manu- 
factures, Banks,  etc 3 


Total,  24 

FOURTH  YEAR. 

German,   3 

French  or  Spanish, 3 

Political  Science,  3 

Ethics  of  Business,  1 

Industrial  Chemistry 2 

Banking  or  Finance 2 

History  of  U.  S.,  Political  and  Industrial  (first  term);  Commer- 
cial Law  (second  term), 2 
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History    of    Industries    (first    term);    History   of    Commerce 

(second  term) 2 

Transportation  (first  term);  Public  Finance  (second  term),...  2 

Outlines  in  General  Literature  (first  term);    Statistics   (second 

term),    2 

Special  Investigation  for  Thesis,  2 


Total 24 

Opportunity  will  be  given  for  instruction  and  practice  in  Typewriting,  aftei 
the  regular  school  hours. 

The  following  explanation  of  the  said  course  will  be  of  interest,  and  is  com- 
mended to  the  consideration  of  the  Board. 

EXPLANATION  OF  THE  COURSE  FOR  EACH  YEAR. 

The  figures  indicate  the  number  of  hours  devoted  to  each  branch. 

FIRST  YEAR. 

Latin  (4). — For  the  first  year,  the  Latin  should  cover  a  thorough  study  of 
Latin  grammar,  and  such  easy  reading  as  Fables  or  Viri  Romae. 

English  (4). — This  will  include  the  principles  of  grammar  and  rhetoric. 
Particular  stress  should  be  laid  upon  composition  work.  The  sentence  and 
literary  forms  should  be  carefully  studied,  and  models  for  imitation  discussed. 
The  last  third  of  the  year  should  be  devoted  to  an  historical  survey  of  Ameri- 
can literature,  and  the  selections  for  reading  should  be  taken  from  that  literature. 

History  (3).  The  history  of  Greece  and  Rome  should  be  studied,  with  par- 
ticular stress  upon  their  political  and  social  institutions.  General  history,  to 
the  time  of  Charlemagne  (ninth  century),  should  be  included. 

Algebra  (5). — The  time  allotted  would  allow  for  a  thorough  introduction  to  the 
whole  field  of  higher  mathematics,  with  a  particular  knowledge  of  algebraic 
processes. 

Zoology  and  Botany  (2).^ — With  laboratory  work  and  training  in  the  use  of 
the  microscope. 

Physical  Geography  (2). — This  subject  prepares  for  the  study  of  Commercial 
Geography  in  the  second  year. 

Mechanical  Drawing  (2). — This  course  would  include  instruction  in  the  use  of 
drawing  instruments,  construction  of  plans,  reading  of  drawings,  etc. 

Penmanship  and  Business  Forms  (1). — Special  care  will  be  taken  with  the 
penmanship  of  pupils  in  all  the  different  written  exercises,  but  particularly  in 
Business  Forms,  Book-keeping,  etc. 

City  Government  (1). — A  general  survey  of  the  history  and  government  of 
our  city. 

SECOND  YEAR. 

Latin  (3). — Reading  of  some  easy  prose  as  Nepos  and  Caesar's  Commentaries. 

German  (4). — Grammar,  Syntax  and  Pronunciation. 

English  (4). — Includes  a  review  of  the  general  principles  of  grammar  and 
rhetoric,  and  a  general  survey  of  the  field  of  English  Literature,  with  readings 
of  Classics.  Instruction  in  composition  to  be  continued,  and  in  reading  and 
public  speaking. 

History  (2). — A  study  of  English  History,  to  connate,  as  far  as  possible,  with 
the  parallel  course  in  English  Literature. 

Geometry  (3). — This  is  the  last  course  in  Mathematics,  and  should  include 
the  elements  of  Trigonometry. 
46--6--98 
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Commercial  Geography  (2). — This  course  should  aim  to  show  how  industry 
and  commerce  have  developed  on  a  basis  of  geographical  and  racial  conditions. 
In  a  special  way  each  country,  its  products,  trade  routes  and  commercial  im- 
portance, would  be  considered. 

Book-keeping  (2). — This  course  should  include  a  study  of  business  forms, 
with  practice  in  the  preparation  of  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  accounts,  etc. 

Commercial  Arithmetic  (2). — This  course  should  include  general  business 
accounting,  and  also  such  topics  as  weights  and  measures  (foreign,  as  well  as 
domestic),  metric  system,  discount  and  interest,  stocks,  foreign  exchange, 
foreign  moneys,  etc. 

Stenography  (2). — A  thorough  drill  in  the  elements  of  Stenography. 

THIRD  YEAR. 

German  (3). — Grammar  and  readings. 

French  or  Spanish  (4). — This  romance  language  replaces  the  Latin,  which  has 
properly  preceded  it. 

Physics  (2). — The  leading  principles  of  Physics  with  experiments  and  labora- 
tory work. 

English  (2). — This  course  would  include  the  principles  of  literary  composition, 
the  English  Classics  and  essay  writing. 

History  (2).- — This  course  would  include  a  survey  of  the  leading  events  of 
European  History  since  the  9th  century,  with  particular  attention  to  modern 
nations  since  the  17th  century. 

Political  Economy  (2). — After  a  survey  of  the  general  theory  of  economics,  in- 
quiry would  be  made  into  current  economic  problems,  as  monetary  systems, 
industrial  legislation,  tariffs,  etc. 

Commercial  Methods  (2). — This  course  naturally  follows  the  courses  in  Book- 
keeping and  Commercial  Arithmetic.  It  would  include  a  study  of  the  organi- 
zation of  business  enterprises,  insurance,  office  practice,  including  card-cata- 
loguing and  indexing,  notes,  mortgages,  etc. 

Chemistry  (2). — In  addition  to  the  elements,  this  course  should  include  labora- 
tory work. 

Stenography  (2). — Besides  the  regular  lessons  in  the  art,  opportunity  will  be 
given  for  practice  in  the  lectures  on  history,  political  economy,  etc. 

Observations  of  Business  Methods  (3). — This  course  would  include  systematic 
visits  to  important  business  houses,  commercial  establishments  and  manu- 
factories. By  setting  aside  one  day  for  this  purpose,  opportunity  would  be  given 
to  visit  establishments  outside  of,  but  near  to,  the  city.  These  should  be  re- 
ported upon  and  discussed  in  class. 

FOURTH  YEAR. 

German  (3). — Reading  of  newspapers,  scientific  reports,  etc. 

French  or  Spanish  (3). — Reading  of  newspapers,  scientific  reports,  etc. 

Political  Science  (3).^This  course  includes  American  Political  Institutions, 
Comparative  Politics  (United  States  compared  with  England,  France  and  Ger- 
many), International  Law,  Constitutional  Law,  Theory  and  Problems  of  Munici- 
pal Government,  etc.  It  should  also  include  the  diplomatic  history  of  selected 
commercial  questions,  as  "Right  to  Search,"  "Contraband  of  War,"  "Privateer- 
ing," etc. 

Ethics  of  Business  (1). — A  study  of  general  ethical  principles,  with  particular 
view  to  preparation  for  a  business  life. 
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Industrial  Chemistry  (2). — This  course  should  include  such  practical  topics 
as  strength  of  materials,  methods  of  determining  qualities  of  fabrics,  tests  for 
adulteration  of  products,  effects  of  dyes  upon  fabrics,  etc. 

Banking  (2). — This  course  includes  an  account  of  our  methods  of  banking,  a 
history  of  the  system  and  a  discussion  of  proposed  improvements. 

History  of  Industries  (2)  First  Term. — Particular  industries  would  be  dis- 
cussed; an  examination  would  be  made  into  the  conditions  under  which  they 
i^ucceed. 

History  of  Commerce  (2).  Second  Term. — In  addition  to  a  study  of  the  com- 
merce of  each  nation,  this  course  would  include  a  study  of  commercial  legisla- 
tion, both  foreign  and  domestic. 

Transportation  (2).  First  Term. — Means  of  commerce-motors,  telegraph,  tele- 
phone, railroads,  shipping,  harbors,  theory  of  transportation,  duties  of  consuls, 
rates  and  fares,  public  ownership  of  commercial  agencies. 

Public  Finance  (2).  Second  Term. — Fiscal  legislation-taxes,  tariffs;  budgets 
for  nation,  State  and  municipality;  revenues  from  quasi-public  agencies. 

Social  Science  (2).  First  Term. — A  study  of  society — the  problems  connected 
with  family  or  race  (immigration)  or  church,  or  social  condition  (pauperism  and 
crime);  care  of  dependents;  charitable  agencies. 

Statistics  (2).  Second  Term.— Study  of  Govermental  reports — the  census, 
consular  reports,  etc.;  preparation  from  these  of  reports  upon  industrial  prob- 
lems; the  accumulation  of  statistical  data  and  compilation  of  tables. 

History  of  United  States  (2).  First  Term.— This  course  would  include  a  survey 
of  political  and  industrial  history  of  the  United  States. 

Commercial  Law  (2).  Second  Term.— This  course  would  include  the  principles 
and  practice  of  law  as  applied  to  notes,  mortgages,  bankruptcy,  etc. 

Special  Investigation  for  Thesis  (2).— Each  student  would  select  some  topic 
in  which  he  is  particularly  interested  for  a  detailed  investigation.  He  would 
be  assigned  to  the  seminar  of  that  member  of  the  Faculty  in  whose  field  he  was 
working.  His  inquiry  would  be  based  upon  some  commercial  topic-methods 
in  a  particular  place  or  industry,  condition  of  a  particular  industry,  etc.  His  in- 
vestigation would  be  combined  in  a  graduation  thesis. 

THREE  NOTEWORTHY  MOVEMENTS. 

Three  other  movements  recently  inaugurated  are  deserving  of  spe- 
cial mention.  One  of  these  is  the  work  of  the  State  College  in  con- 
nection with  the  Farmers'  Institutes  in  Pennsylvania.  Another  is 
the  series  of  lectures  inaugurated  by  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
for  the  dissemination  of  scientific,  historical  and  other  valuable  in- 
formation. The  third  is  the  movement  by  which  the  professors  in 
our  higher  institutions  are  seeking  by  means  of  post-graduate  courses, 
summer  schools  and  Saturday  classes  to  elevate  the  profession  of 
teaching. 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  COLLEGE  IN  CONNECTION 
WITH  THE  FARMER'S  INSTITUTES  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1863,  accepting  the  Congressional 
Land  Grant  Act  of  July  2nd,  1862,  and  subsequent  acts,  including 
the  acceptance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3rd,  1887,  es- 
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tubJisliing  agricultural  experiment  stations,  and  the  act  of  Congress 
of  August  3rd,  1890,  for  the  further  endowment  of  the  land  grant 
colleges,  have  constituted  this  college  the  official  agent  of  the  Com- 
monwealth for  promoting  systematic  education  and  investigation  in 
agriculture,  as  w^ell  as  in  other  lines.  In  fulfilment  of  this  function 
it  has  a  corps  of  competent  professors  and  instructors,  and  is  also 
carrying  on  extensive  investigations  into  the  principles  and  pro- 
cesses of  agriculture  through  its  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 
During  the  present  academic  year  between  80  and  90  students  have 
received  specific  instruction  in  agriculture  at  the  college.  The  prob- 
lem of  agricultural  education,  however,  is  a  very  broad  one,  being 
nothing  less  than  the  enlightenment  and  uplifting  of  the  whole  agri- 
cultural community.  Consequently,  while  the  primary  duty  of  the 
college  is  to  those  who  are  students  within  its  walls,  it  nevertheless 
feels  it  to  be  a  part  of  its  duty  to  make  its  facilities  for  agricultural 
education  available,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  whole  body  of 
agriculturists.  This  view  of  its  responsibility  led,  several  years  ago, 
to  the  establishment  of  the  so-called  Chautauqua  Course  in  Agri- 
culture, which  has  now  developed  into  a  series  of  Correspondence 
Courses. 

When  the  system  of  Farmers'  Institutes  in  the  Commonwealth  was 
reorganized  in  1895,  the  Director  of  the  Institutes  naturally  turned 
to  the  State  College  as  one  of  the  sources  from  which  to  draw  instruc- 
tors, and  the  College  felt  it  to  be  not  only  its  duty,  but  its  privilege 
to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  making  the  services  of  its  teachers  and 
the  results  of  its  investigations  more  widely  available,  and  it  entered 
upon  the  work  to  the  fullest  extent  compatible  with  its  primary  duty 
to  its  own  stud>    ts. 

During  the  first  institute  season  under  the  new  organization  one 
representative  of  the  college  was  in  the  field  during  nearly  the  entire 
time.  He  not  merely  made  known  to  the  farmers  of  the  State  the  op- 
portunities ofl'ered  by  the  Chautauqua  Course  of  Home  Study,  but 
took  a  somewhat  prominent  part  in  the  general  work  of  the  Insti- 
tutes. During  this  season  159  institutes  w^ere  held,  covering  264 
days.  At  least  one-half  these  institutes  were  attended  by  repre- 
sentatives of  the  College,  which  was  thus  able  to  reach  fully  30,000 
people.  During  the  two  succeeding  seasons,  a  representative  of  the 
college  accompanied  each  of  the  sections  into  which  the  institute 
force  w'as  divided,  there  being  three  such  sections  in  1896-7  and 
four  in  1897-8.  Between  180  and  190  institutes  were  held  in  each 
of  these  years,  covering  an  average  of  over  300  days  in  each  year,  and 
it  may  safely  be  estimated  that  the  total  attendance  was  from  sixty 
to  seventy  thousand.  These  representatives  of  the  college  took  an 
active  part  in  all  the  work  of  the  institutes,  giving  from  one  to  as 
many  as  four  or  five  addresses  at  each  place,  besides  replying  to 
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uumerous  questions  upon  miscelalneous  topics.  In  adidtiou  to  those 
three  or  four  men,  nearly  all  the  members  of  tlie  teaching  force  of 
the  School  of  Agriculture,  and  other  members  of  the  college  faculty 
as  well,  have  spent  from  one  to  two  or  three  weeks  each  in  the  field 
during  each  season,  and  a  large  number  of  the  publications  of  the  Sta- 
tion have  been  put  into  the  hands  of  many  who  would  not  otherwise 
have  received  them. 

The  following  list  of  the  subjects  of  these  addresses  will  give  an 
idea  of  the  range  and  variety  of  interests  covered: 

1.  Agricultural  Education  in  Pennsylvania. 

2.  Corn  as  a  Forage  Crop. 

3.  The  Choice  of  Feeding  Stuffs. 

4.  The  Essentials  of  a  Modern  Education. 

5.  A  System  of  Public  Education  for  Pennsylvania. 

6.  The  Foundations  of  Civil  Liberty. 

7.  The  Leaves  of  Plants  and  Their  Relation  to  Plan  Diseases. 

8.  The  Roots  of  Plants  and  Their  Relation  to  Plant  Diseases. 

9.  Common  Sense  Methods  in  the  Treatment  of  Injurious  Insects. 

10.  A  Study  of  Plant  Life  in  Country  Homes  and  Country  Schools- 

11.  Ornamentation  of  Home  Grounds. 

12.  Peach  Culture. 

13.  Window  Gardening. 

14.  San  Jose  Scale. 

15.  Botany  on  the  Farm. 

16.  Insect  Life. 

17.  Injurious  Insects. 

18.  Ventilation  for  Stock  and  for  the  Home. 

19.  Bacteria;  What  They  Are  and  Their  Relation  to  the  Farm. 

20.  Commercial  Fertilizers. 

21.  Fertility. 

22.  Chemical  Analyses. 

23.  Preservation  of  Manure. 

24.  Soil  Cultivation. 

25.  Education  of  the  Adult  Farmer. 

26.  Meat  and  Its  Cooking;  Notes  on  Flour  and  Bread;  Some  Points  on  Diet. 

27.  Leguminous  Crops  in  our  Rations. 

28.  Home  Butter  Making. 

29.  Reducing  the  Cost  of  Dairy  Products. 

30.  How  a  350-Pound  Dairy  Herd  is  Managed. 

31.  The  Care  of  Milk  on  the  Farm. 

32.  Education  for  Country  People. 

33.  Commercial  Fertilizers  and  Their  Uses. 

34.  Results  of  Experiments  with  Commercial  Fertilizers,  Barnyard  Manure 

and  Lime. 

35.  Composition  and  Fermentation  of  Barnyard  Manure. 

36.  How  to  Build  up  a  Dairy  Herd. 

37.  Rational  Stock  Feeding. 

38.  The  Soiling  System  and  Value  of  Silos. 

39.  The  Work  of  the  Experiment  Station. 

40.  The  Chatauqua  Course  in  Agriculture. 

41.  WTiy  Leave  the  Farm? 

42.  Industrial  Art  and  Its  Application  to  Everyday  Living. 
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43.  Some  Suggestions  for  Furnishing  and  Decorating  Country  Homes. 

44.  Poultry  Breeding  for  Profit. 

45.  Agricultural  Education. 

46.  Dairy  School  at  the  State  College. 

47.  Agricultural  Experiment  Stations  and  Their  Objects. 

48.  Planting  Orchards. 

49.  Feeding  Fowls  for  Egg  Production. 

50.  Plant  Food  and  How  to  Get  It. 

51.  The  Cost  of  a  Pound  of  Butter. 

52.  Fruits  for  Pennsylvania. 

53.  Some  Injurious  Insects;  San  Jose  Scale,  Army  Worm. 

54.  Some  Injurious  Insects;    Horn  Fly,  etc. 

55.  Some  Injurious  Insects;  Borers,  Hessian  Fly,  etc. 

56.  Some  Injurious  Insects;  Our  Chief  Garden  Foes. 

57.  Tape  Worms,  Measley  Pork,  etc. 

58.  Home  Studies. 

59.  The  Making  of  the  Soil. 

60.  Relation  of  Lime  and  Marl  to  Agriculture. 

61.  Loss  of  Nitrogen  in  Barnyard  Manure  and  How  to  Prevent  It. 

62.  The  Barn  Yard. 

63.  Our  Dairy  Products  in  Market. 

64.  The  Effect  of  Lime  Upon  the  Soil. 

65.  College  Courses  in  Agriculture. 

66.  Training  for  Our  Life  Work. 

67.  Improved  Breeds  and  Improved  Methods  of  Feeding. 

As  a  result  of  this  work  the  farmers  of  the  Commonwealth  have 
become  much  more  familiar  with  the  work  of  the  college  and  experi- 
ment station  and  are  making  much  greater  use  of  it  than  ever  be- 
fore. Xot  less  than  2,400  peoi)le  have  t>een  enrolled  as  members  of 
the  Correspondence  Courses  in  Agriculture,  a  considerable  portion 
of  whom  are  pursuing  active  work  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Courses.  During  the  last  two  years  over  5,000  re- 
quests for  the  publications  of  the  Station,  or  for  information  regard- 
ing the  School  of  Agriculture,  have  been  received,  while  the  demand 
for  the  bulletins  of  the  Station  has  grown  so  rapidly  as  to  have  be- 
come a  somewhat  serious  tax  upon  its  resources,  and  the  present 
edition  of  the  Annual  Keport  is  not  sufficient  to  supply  half  those 
who  desire  it.  It  is  believed,  therefore,  that  the  w^ork  thus  far  done 
at  the  Farmers'  Institutes  has  been  of  great  utility  not  only  for  the 
information  and  suggestion  which  it  has  brought  to  the  farmers  di- 
rectly, but  also  by  putting  them  upon  the  search  for  further  know- 
ledge. 

LECTURES  BY  PROFESSORS  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  lectures  were 
delivered  in  58  towns  and  cities  situated  in  32  counties  of  the  State 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  public  acquainted  with  the  latest  and 
best  scientific  and  literary  thought.     The  expense  of  a  suitable  hall 
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and  local  advertiseuieut  were  iu  each  case  borne  by  the  community. 
The  University  ollered  to  pay  all  other  expenses. 

In  many  cases  the  topics  were  adapted  to  the  local  needs  of  the 
community  in  which  the  lectures  were  given.  The  scope  and  va- 
riety of  topics  discussed  is  evident  from  the  following  enumeration: 
American  history,  botany,  education,  English,  embryology,  econom- 
ics, German,  hygiene,  materia  medica,  medieval  history,  pedagogy, 
philosophy,  physics,  political  economy,  Semitics,  journalism. 

THE  PROFESSION  OP  TEACHING. 

About  400  students  are  taking  post-graduate  work  at  our  higher 
ini-titutious  of  learning.  Many  of  them  are  candidates  for  the  mas- 
ter's or  the  doctor's  degree;  most  of  them  intend  to  become  teachers 
and  are  taking  this  advanced  work  to  prepare  themselves  for  their 
chosen  profession.  Eleven  of  the  colleges  and  universities  have  es- 
tablished chairs  of  pedagogy  and  offer  to  undergraduates  instruction 
in  the  science,  art  or  history  of  education.  Saturday  classes  for  the 
benefit  of  teachers  have  been  organized  both  at  Philadelphia  and 
at  Lancaster.  Juniata  College  has  for  several  years  conducted  a 
flourishing  summer  school  for  teachers.  Every  movement  of  this  sort 
is  calculated  to  elevate  the  vocation  of  teaching  and  to  benefit  the 
rising  generation.  A  knowledge  of  the  science  of  education  is  of 
great  value  not  only  to  those  engaged  in  teaching,  but  to  all  who  are 
responsible,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  the  training  of  children.  Hence 
the  study  of  pedagogy  should  form  part  of  a  liberal  education.  It  is 
a  significant  sign  of  the  times  that  our  colleges  and  universities  are 
giving  more  and  more  attention  to  the  history  of  education,  to  the 
principles  and  methods  of  teaching  and  to  the  organization  and  man- 
agement of  public  schools  and  academies  and  of  city  and  state  school 
system.  The  days  of  the  quack  and  the  empiric  are  rapidly  passing; 
the  era  of  scientific  skill  is  daw^ning  and  surely  coming 

OBITUARY. 

The  friends  of  higher  education  have,  during  the  time  covered  by 
this  report,  mourned   the  loss  of  four  distinguished  Pennsylvania 
educators,  each  of  whom  rendered  very  valuable  service  as  an  ad 
ministrative  officer. 

Henry  W.  Super,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.  (born  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  December 
31,  1824,  died  at  Collegeville,  Pa.,  Nov.  26,  1897,)  was  vice  president 
of  Ursinus  College  for  21  years,  acting  president  during  the  year 
1^90-1891,  and  president  during  1892-1893.  The  two  greatest  events 
in  the  history  of  the  college  after  the  original  foundation,  fell  within 
the  two  years  of  his  administration  as  president,  namely,  the  erec- 
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tion  of  Bomberger  Memorial  Hall  tliiougli  the  gift  of  |2o,000  by 
Eobt.  Patterson  and  the  legacy  of  |160,000  by  the  same  donor  for  the 
permanent  eivdowment  of  the  institution. 

William  C.  Cattell,  D.  D.,  LL.D.  (born  at  Salem,  N.  J.,  Aug.  30, 
1827,  died  at  Philadelphia,  February  11,  1898,)  was  president  of  La- 
fayette College  18G3-1883.  Under  his  administration  large  sums  of 
money  were  secured.  Pardee  Hall  and  other  magnificent  buildings 
were  erected,  the  curriculum  was  greatly  enlarged,  and  the  college 
attained  its  present  high  rank  among  the  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing in  America. 

Wm.  Pepper,  M.  D.,  LL.D.  (born  August  21,  1843,  died  July  28, 
1898,)  was  provost  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  from  1881  to 
1894,  inclusive.  Under  his  administration  the  university  made  mar- 
velous progress  and  entered  upon  its  career  as  one  of  the  great  uni- 
versities of  America.  Although  his  life  was  devoted  to  the  duties 
of  a  profession  and  to  the  teaching  of  the  practice  of  medicine,  ho 
munifested  a  deep  interest  in  all  grades  of  educational  institutions. 
He  was  a  leader  in  many  of  the  movements  which  have  made  Phila- 
delphia a  great  educational  centre. 

Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  LL.D.  (born  at  Easton,  Pa.,  November  14, 
1829.  died  at  Lancaster.  Pa..  September  17,  1898.)  was  president  of 
Franklin  and  Mnrshall  College  from  1877  to  1889  and  Prof,  of  Church 
History  in  the  Theological  Seminary  from  1871  to  1898.  Previous  to 
his  call  to  the  institutions  at  Lancaster  he  spent  six  years  as  presi- 
dent of  Mercersburg  College.  He  rendered  eminent  services  as  a 
clergyman,  editor,  and  college  executive,  but  he  was  pre-eminent  as 
a  teacher  of  youth  and  a  leader  in  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  U.  S. 

PRESIDENT  McKTNLET. 

Thrice  in  the  period  covered  by  this  report  did  the  President  of  the 
United  States  visit  Pennsvlvania  in  the  interest  of  hiszher  education: 
first  upon  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  the  Commercial  Musenm,  at 
Philadelphia:  the  second  time  when  he  came  to  Pittshnro-h  to  the  cele- 
bration of  Founders'  Day  at  thn  Carnecrie  Institute:  the  third  time 
when  on  Washington's  Birthday  he  addressed  the  students  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  The  following  paragraph  from  his  ad- 
dress is  full  of  encouragement  to  the  youth  of  our  land,  and  forms 
a  fitting  close  to  this  report  as  setting  forth  the  estimate,  by  one  high 
in  authority,  of  the  liberal  training  which  our  colleges  and  universities 
aim  to  give: 

"How  priceless  is  a  liberal  education!  In  itself  what  a  rich  en- 
dowment! It  is  not  impaired  by  age.  but  its  value  increases  with 
use.  No  one  can  employ  it  but  its  rightful  owner.  He  alone  can 
illustrate  its  worth  and  enjoy  its  rewards.     It  can  not  be  inherited 
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or  purchased.  It  must  be  acquired  by  iudividual  effort.  It  can  be 
secured  only  by  perseverance  and  self  denial.  But  it  is  free  as  the 
air  we  breathe.  Neither  race,  nor  nationality,  nor  sex  can  debar  the 
earnest  seeker  from  its  possession.  It  is  not  exclusive  but  inclusive 
in  tlie  broadest  and  best  sense.  It  is  within  the  reach  of  all  who 
really  want  it  and  are  brave  enough  to  struggle  for  it.  The  earnest 
rich  and  the  worthy  poor  are  equal  and  friendly  rivals  in  its  pur- 
suit, and  neither  is  exempted  from  any  of  the  sacrifices  necessary 
for  its  acquisition.  The  key  to  its  title  is  not  the  bright  allurements 
of  rank  and  station,  but  the  simple  watchword  of  work  and  study." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  Ex-officio  Secretary  of 
the  College  and  University  Council. 
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THEOLOGICAL   SEMINARIES. 

1.  Allegheny  Theological  Seminary Allegheny  City Allegheny,    .. 

2.  Western  Theological  Seminary Allegheny  City,    Allegheny    

3.  Theological    Seminary   of   the   Reformed 

Presbyterian  Church Allegheny  City Allegheny,    ... 

4.  Moravian  College  and  Theological  Semi- 

nary, Theological  Department Bethlehem Northampton, 

G.  Theological   Department  of  Ursinus  Col- 
lege   Collegeville Montgomery, 

6.  Theological    Course   in    St.    Vincent   Col- 

lege,      Germantown Philadelphia, 

7.  Theological    Seminary    of    the    General 

Synod    of    the    Evangelical     Lutheran 

Church  in  the  United  States Gettysburg,    Adams 

8.  Theological    Seminary    of    the   Reformed 

Church  in  the  United  States Lancaster Lancaster,    .. 


1825     >  1830 

'l  1868 

1825        1844 


9.  Meadville  Theological  School,    Meadville Crawford,    1S44       1846 

10.  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Evangelical 

Lutheran   Church Mt.  Airy,   Philad'a,    ..   Philadelphia 1864       1894 

11.  Theological  Seminary  of  St.  Charles  Bor- 

romeo ; Overbrook,    Montgomery 1832       1838 

12.  Divinity   School   of  the  Protestant  Epis- 

copal  Church,    Philadelphia Philadelphia 1857       1861 

13.  Theological    Seminary    of    the    Reformed 

Episcopal  Church Philadelphia Philadelphia 1887        1887 

14.  Theological    Seminary    of    the    Reformed 

Presbyterian  Chruch Philadelphia Philadelphia 1807        

15.  Theological      Department      Susquehanna 

University,    Selinsgrove Snyder 1858       1858 

16.  Crozer  Theological  Seminary Upland Delaware 1858       1857 


MEDICAL    COLLEGES. 

1.  Hahnemann  Medical  College Philadelphia,    Philadelphia 1848       184S 

2.  Jefferson  Medical  College Philadelphia Philadelphia 1825       1825 
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Educational  Institutions  compiled  from  reports  of  presiding  otKcer-; 
years,  18U7-i)8. 


Religious  Denomination. 


Ofllcial  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name   of    President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


United  Presbyterian President Kev.  James  A.  Grier,   D.   D. 

Presbyterian Senior  Proftssor Kev.  Wm.  H.  Jeffers,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Reformed  Presbyterian Senior  Professor D.   B.   Wilson,   M.   D.,   D.  D. 


Moravian, 


President Rev.  Aug.   Schultze,    D.   D. 


Dean,   Rev.  James  I.  Good,  D.  D. 


Roman  Catholic Superior,    Very  Rev.   James  McGill   V.   C.   M. 

Lutheran Chairman  of  Faculty, .   Milton   Valentine,    D.   D.,    LL.   D. 

Reformed President  of  Faculty,,   llev.     Emanuel     V.     Gerhart,     D.     D. 

LL.    D. 
Unitarian,     President George  L.  Cary,  A.  M.,   L.  H.  D. 


Lutheran Dean, 


Rev.   Henry  E.   Jacobs,   D.   D.,   LL.  D. 


Roman  Catholic, 


Rector,    Very  Rev.  J.  E.  Fitz  Maurice,  D.  D. 


Protestant   Episcopal,    Dean Edward   T.    Bartlett. 


Reformed  Episcopal Dean Wm.   R.   Nicholson. 


Reformed  Presbyterian President Rev.  David  Steele,   D.  jj. 


Lutheran President, 

Baptist President, 


J.  R.  Dimm,  A.  M.,   D.  D. 
Henry  G.  Weston,   D.  D.,  LL.  D. 


Non-Secta rian,    Dean, 

Non-Sectarian Dean, 


Pemberton  Dudley,  M.  D. 
William   Potter,    M.    D.,    President:   J 
W.  Holland,  Dean. 
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3.  Medical  Department  University  of  Penn- 

sylvania   Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

4.  Medico-Chirurgical  College Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 


5.  Philadelphia   Polyclinic   and   College    for 

Graduates  in  Medicine Philadelphia, 


Philadelphia, 


1765       1753 

1S67     I  1850 


J  1850 
1  1807 


Philadelphia     Post-Graduate     School     of 
Homeopathics,   Philadelphia, 


Philadelphia, 


7.  Western  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,.  Pittsburgh,    Allegheny 1887        

S.  The    Wistar    Institute    of    Anatomy    and 

Biology Philadelphia Philadelphia 1892 

"i.  Woman's  Medical  College  of  Pennsylva- 
nia.      Philadelphia Philadelphia 1850       1850 


COLLEGES  OF  PHARMACY. 
1.  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy, 


2.  Pittsburgh  College  of  Pharmacy, 


Philadelphia Philadelphia 1821       1822 

Pittsb-.iu.i Allegheny 1878 


DENTAL  COLLEGES. 

1.  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery,   Philadelphia Philadelphia,    .. 

2.  Philadelphia    Dental    College    and    Gar- 

retson  Hospital  (Hospital  of  Oral  Sur-- 

gery),   Philadelphia Philadelphia,    .. 


. .     1856       1856 


1863       1863 


3.  Department  of  Dentistry,    University  of 

Pennsylvania Philadelphia Philadelphia,      ...     1878        

4.  Pittsburgh  Dental  College,  Western  Uni- 

versity of  Pennsylvania Pittsburgh Allegheny,    1896       1896 


5.  Medico-Chirurgical   College,    Dental   De- 
partment   Philadelphia, 


Philadelphia, 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Olllcial  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name   of   Prtsident,    I'rinclpal   or 
Superintendent. 


Non-Sectarian Provost •. ...  Charles  C.  Harrison,  A.  M.,   LL.  D. 

Non-Sectarian Dean Chas.    M.    Swain,    Esq.,    Acting   Presi- 
dent; Seneca  Egbert,   M.  D.,  Dean. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Secretary  of  Faculty, ..  H.  F.  Hansell,  M.  D.,   President;  Max 
J.  Stern,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


Non-Sectarian Dean, 


Non-Sectarian,    Dean, 


John  Pitcairn,   President;  J.   F.   Kent, 

M.   D.,   Dean. 
J.   B.  Murdock,   M.  D. 


Non-Sectarian President, 


Non-Sectarian Dean, 


Clara  Marshall,   M.   D.,   Dean. 


Non-Sectarian,    President, 


Chas.     Bullock,     President;     Thos.     S. 

Wlegand,  Actuary. 
Dean Julius  A.  Koch,  P.  D.,  Dean. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Dean C.   N.  Pelrce,   D.  D.   S.,   Dean. 


Non-Sectarian,    Dean, 


Hon.  James  A.  Beaver,  President;  S. 
H.  Guilford,  A.  M.,  D.  D.  S.,  Ph.  D., 
Dean. 


Dean Edward  C.  Kirk,  D.  D.  S. 


Non-Sectarian Dean, 


J.    G.    Templeton,    A.    M.,     D.    D.    S. 
Dean. 


Non-Sectarian. 


Chas.    M.    Swain,    Esq.,    Acting  Presi- 
dent. 
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VETERINARY  MEDICINE. 
1.  Department     of     Veterinary     Medicine, 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia, 


Philadelphia, 


LAW  SCHOOLS. 

1.  Law    Department,    University    of    Penn- 

sylvania,      Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

2.  Law  Department,  Dickinson  College,   ....  Carlisle,    Cumberland, 

3.  Law  Department,   Western  University,..   Pittsburgh Allegheny,    .. 


(  1790  /     .... 
"(  1850  (' 
1834        1S90 


COLLEGES   AND   UNIVERSITIES. 

1.  Allegheny  College 

2.  Bryn  Mawr  College 

3.  Bucknell   University,    

4.  Central  High  School,   Philadelphia 

5.  Dickinson  College,    

6.  Franklin  and  Marshall  College 

7.  Geneva  College 

8.  Grove  City  College, 

9.  Haverf ord  College 

10.  Lafayette  College 

11.  Lebanon  Valley  College 

12.  Lehigh  University,    ' 

13.  Moravian  College  and  Theological  Semi- 

nary,  College  Department 

14.  Muhlenberg  College 

15.  Pennsylvania  College,    

16.  Pennsylvania  Military  College 

17.  Pennsylvania  State  College 

18.  St.  Vincent  College 

19.  Susquehanna  University 

20.  Swarthmore  College 

21.  Thiel  College 

22.  University  of  Pennsylvania 

23.  Urslnus  College,   

24.  Vlllanova  College 


Meadville Crawford 1S15  1817 

Bryn  Mawr Montgomery 1SS5  1880 

Lcwisburg Union 1846  1846 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 1836  1849 

Carlisle,     Cumberland 1783  1783 

Lancaster I..ancaster -'  183r.  V  1852 

(  18.^2  f 

Beaver  Falls,    Beaver 1849  1879 

Grove  City Mercer 1876  1879 

Haverf  ord,    Delaware 1833  18S0 

Easton •. ...   Northampton,     ...  1832  1826 

Annville,     Lebanon 1S66  1867 

South  Bethlehem Northampton,     ...  1866  1866 

Bethlehem Northampton 1807  1863 

Allentown Lehigh 1864  1867 

Gettysburg Adams 1832  1832 

Chester Delaware 1857  1862 

State  College,    Centre 1859  1855 

Beatty Westmoreland,    ..  1846  1870 

Pelinsgrove Snyder 1858  1864 

Swarthmore Delaware 1869  1864 

Greenville Mercer 1870  1870 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia 1740  1755 

Collegevtlle Montgomery,   1869  1869 

Vlllanova Delaware 1842  1848 
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Statistics — Contiuued. 


Religious   DenominaUuii. 


Ofllcial  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name   of   President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Dean,   Leonard  Pearson, 


Dean William   Draper  Lewis,   Ph.   D.,   Dean 

Dean,   William  Trickett,   Esq.,   Dean. 

Dean,  John  D.  Shafer,  Esq.,   Dean. 


Methodist  Episcopal President Rev.  William  H.   Crawford,   D.   D. 

Non-Sectarian President M.  Gary  Thomas,  Ph.  D.,   LL.  D. 

Baptist,    President,     John  H.  Harris,   Ph.   D.,   LL.   D. 

Non-Sectarian,    President Robert   Ellis   Thompson,    A.M.,    S.T.D. 

Methodist  Episcopal President Rev.    Geo.    Edward   Reed,S.T.D.,LL.D. 

Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S., President,     John  S.  Stahr,   Ph.  D.,   D.  D. 

Reformed   Presbyterian President,     Wm.  Pollock  Johnston.   A.  M.,   D.  D. 

Undenominational President,     Rev.   Isaac  C.   Ketler,   Ph.   D.,   D.   D. 

Friends   (Orthodox),    President Isaac  Sharpless,   Sc.  D.,  LL.   D. 

Presbyterian President Ethelbert  Dudley  Warfield,    LL.   D. 

United  Brethren  in  Christ,    President Rev.  H.  U.  Roop,   A.   M.,   Ph.  D. 

Undenominational President Thomas  Messinger  Drown,   LL.   D. 


Moravian President, 

Lutheran President, 

Lutheran President, 


Rev.   Aug.   Schultze,    D.   D. 
Rev.   Theodore  L.   Seip,   D.   D. 
Harry  W.   McKnlght,   D.   D.,   LL.   D. 


Undenominational,     President Col.  Charles  E.  Hyatt,   C.  E. 

Undenominational,     President George  W.  Atherton,  LL.  D. 

Roman  Catholic Director Rt.  Rev.  Leander  Schuer,  O.  S.  B. 

Evangelical  Lutheran,    Provost J.   R.   Dimm,  A.  M.,   D.  D. 

Society  of  Friends President Charles  De  Garmo,    Ph.  D. 

Evangelical  Lutheran President,   Rev.  Theophilus  B.  Roth,  A.  M.,  D.  D. 

Undenominational Provost,    Chas.  Custis  Harrison,   A.   M.,   LL.   D. 

Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S President Rev.  Henry  T.   Spangler,   D.  D. 

Catholic President Rev.  Laurence  A.  Delurey,  O.  S.  A. 
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25.  Wasliington  and  Jefferson  College Washington Washington, 

26.  Waynesburg  College,    Waynesburg Greene 

27.  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania Pittsburgh Allegheny,    . 

28.  Westminster  College New  Wilmington Lawrence,   .. 

29.  Wilsoli  Female  College Chambersburg Franklin,    ... 


( irso  1 

/  178-  (■ 
1850 

1802 
1850 

1787 

1819 

1852 

1852 

1S70 

1861 
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Statistics — Gontinued. 


Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name  of  President,    Principal  or 
Superintendent. 


Presbyterian,   President,   .. 

Cumberland  Presbyterian President,   .. 

Undenominational Chancellor, 

United  Presbyterian President,   .. 

Presbyterian President,   .. 


.  Rev.  James  D.  Moffat,   D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

.  A.  B.  Miller.  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

.  W.  J.  Holland,  Ph.  D.,   D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

.  Rev.  R.  G.  Ferguson,  D.  D. 

.  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Martin,  D.  D. 


47-6-98 
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